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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE HELD AT

THE COUNCIL OFFICES, WIGSTON ON 15 JANUARY 2009,

IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor J W Boyce —~ Chair
Councillor Mrs H E Loydall — Vice Chair

Councillors L A Bentley, G A Boulter, Mrs L M Broadley, K M A Brown, M O Carrara, C S Gore,

Mrs J M Gore and R E R Morris (10)

Councillor M Griffiths also attended the meeting.

Officers in Attendance: Mrs A Court, R Harbour, C Forrett, Mrs T Carey, C Raymakers and

D Alien

Apologies for Absence were received from: Councillors T S Biring, M H Charlesworth, Ms C L

Edmonston, Mrs S Z Haqg and Mrs S B Morris.

Narrative

Minute

Ref.

49, MINUTES

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on

18" December 2008 be taken as read, confirmed and
signed.

50. FINANCIAL PLANS - 2009/10

The Committee considered the report of the Interim Director of Resources,
as set out in report pages 450-499, which should be read together with
these minutes as a composite document.

Matters raised by Members included:-

@

The amount and calculation of Central Support Costs (Councillor
Boulter to be supplied with supplemental information).
Accommodation costs were apportioned out to departments based
on the amount of floor area occupied.

The estimated reduction in Building Control income from
applications. This matter to be referred to Policy Committee.
Expenditure on advertising. It was explained that these costs arose
mainly from the public notices appearing in local newspapers in
connection with applications affecting conservation areas.
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e Explanations were given regarding Backfunded Superannuation
and the Map Return Scheme.

e The high figure budgeted for Eco-Town consultations, etc for which
the Council would receive about one-fith back from the
Government.

e The confusing manner in which refunds of fees were shown in the
Report Tables (to be the subject of a report back to Committee).

RESOLVED: That
(1) The revised budget position for 2008/09 be noted;
(2) Subject to the matters to be referred back to Committee,
as mentioned above, the revenue budgets for 2009/10
set out in the report be approved.

51.

REPORT OF DEVELOPMENT CONTROL MANAGER

The Committee considered the reports of the Development Control
Manager as set out in report pages 461-489. which should be read
together with these minutes as a composite document,

RESOLVED: That the reports and the decisions in respect of each item be
as shown in the following specific resolutions:-

(1) Erection of 15 2-bedroom & 14 3-bedroom dwellings with associated
parkina (Rev A} Ecobs Garden Centre. Horsewell Lane,

Wiaston.

Mr M Collins spoke on behalf of objectors to the scheme, expressing the
view that the density of social housing was too high when the surrounding
properties were privately-owned. though the principle the land being
redeveloped was accepted. Other objections included loss of light to some
houses, security issues proximity of parking bays to perimeter fencing,
use of timber cladding (more brickwork or rendering should be used),
highway problems — single access to, and parking on, Horsewell Lane ~ a
busy distributor road and bus route.

Mr Gisborne, for the applicant, pointed out that the application had been
the subject of lengthy discussions with officers and also that tenure of the
dwellings was not a planning issue. He felt that the development would be
well managed by the housing association.

The Committee heard that it was intended that the scheme would
comprise a mix of tenures, with some shared ownership (with potential to
staircase to full ownership). Amended plans had been submitted indicating
an improved layout that complied with all guidelines.

Matters raised by Members included:-
e Parking provision within the site and possible overspill parking on
Horsewell Lane creating traffic hazards.

-647-

CR




e |Lack or absence of responses from some of the consultees and the
advice from the Police to amend the scheme.

« Retention of trees on the site and an opportunity for the Tree
Warden to access the site to enable proper comment to be made.

¢« The removal of permitted development rights, thus planning
permission would be needed for a garage on a parking space.

e The site of known archiological importance is located to the east of
Horsewell Lane.

e The possible need for & proper pedestrian crossing near to the park
(the Highway Authority did not envisage a need for traffic calming
measures).

e Concerns over cladding proposed and to make sure that the final
agreed details are of an appropriate standard.

e Concerns about loss of commerciallemployment land (the
Development Control Manager explained that the site did not fall
within this Use Class).

s Future maintenance of landscaping and gates within the site.

e Keeping all construction materials and equipment on site, and
request reasonable hours of construction (use Notes to Applicant).

e Other social housing existed within the vicinity.

« There appeared to be no planning grounds upon which to refuse
the application.

Upon a motion by Councillor G A Boulter, seconded by Councillor Mrs H E
Loydall, it was, by seven votes for to one against,

RESOLVED: That

(1) Subject to the completion of a Section 106 Agreement by 6
February 2009, the recommendation to grant conditional planning
permission be adopted, subject also to the Notes to Applicant
referred to above, Condition 3 being amended to include the word
‘detailed” before “scheme” in the first sentence, and to the
landscaping scheme being submitted to the Commitiee prior to the
discharge of Condition 3;

(2) In the event that the Section 106 Agreement is not completed by 6
February 2009, the application be refused for the reasons set out in
the alternative recommendation in the report.

Councillors G A Boulter and Mrs H E Loydall declared interests in the
| following item (the owner of part of the application site is known to them)
and vacated the Chamber during the discussion and voting thereon.

(3) Erection of two dwellings, Land to the rear of 3 to 9 Leicester Road,
Oadby

A site visit was held earlier in the day. Members heard that the application
was acceptable in all respects apart the from the Highway Authority's
opinion that the access was unsatisfactory, hence the recommendation to
refuse. Reference was also made to the earlier planning permission
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