« Promote accessibility to all members of society.

» Add value as a national fishery.

Tourism » Act as a tourism asset in their own right.

= Provide a link between new and existing attractions.

, « Support the holiday industry through waterbased activity. i

» Provide European renowned destinations.

« Enhance the environment and attracl increased visitor
activity.
« Contribute to the tourism product in the broadest sense by

enhancing the environment in urban and rural areas,
attracting increased overnight and day trip activity,

Heritage, Culture and + Form a unigue heritage, cultural, educational, landscape and
the Natural enviranmental assel i
Environment

+ Extensive number of important historic buildings and
structures.

» Contribute to the cultural distinctiveness and branding of a
sub region.

; » |mportant and valuable linear habitats which act as "green
' lungs” and hest rare and different species.

« Contribuie to open space provisions.
» Provide a resource for water supply and land restoration.

Transport +« Contribute to integrated transport objectives. |

« Provide transport routes on a local and national scale.

« Act as a waterborne transport corridor for people and freight. |

« Form impartant cycling, walking and public access corridors.
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It is also noted that the Grand Union Canal (Leicester Line) forms the basis of several
Conservation Areas throughout the Borough; the canal also has nature conservation
designations. In this regard, | would like to draw your attention to the extensive in-house
expertise of British Waterways in relation to conservation issues and we would particularly
welcome consultation from you on strategic issues relating to these areas.

Supplementary guidance and policy documents may be of importance where policy or
guidance relates to the issues involving waterways, including; housing land and provision,
planning obligations, open space provision & recreation, transport matters and any issue
involving water management and quality.

British Waterways alsc comments on planning applications and is again this must be
recognised within your Statement of Community Involvement. Clearly, British Waterways
must be consulted an any matter that falls within its statutory consultee designation, i.e.
those applications which ‘have the potential to affect the safety and integrity of any
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