THE GREEN WEDGE - NORTH
(For desciription refer to Part Thiee)

Detdiled Management Sirategy Objective: ONE

Explore the potential for habitat and access improvements fo the Oadby golf course.

Rationale:
Landscape:
The golf course Is an important [andscape within this local landscape characlier area

accounting for a signiflcant portlon of the land areq, malure trees and water
corldors.

Blodiversity:
The golf course currently has litfle connectivity other than the Wash Brook coitddor.
Mowing regimes are strict, hedgerows are fragmented and free planting Is In Isolated

specimens or small groups. There 13 significant polential {o Improve a range of
habltats through oui this area.

Access, recregation, involvement:

Currently there Is no access 1o this area othat then via the club entrance. Due to this
areas landuse recreation aclivities are restricted which In furn contributes to the
compartmentalised character of the Green Wedge.

Recommendations for action:

1. Draw up a landscape/wildlife management plan for the golf course.

Delalled Management Strategy Ckjective: TWO

Maintain and enhance fhe ecological quality and connectivity of existing hedges
wiihin the character area, especially those In the golf course, taking care fo malintain
this local landscape character areas spailal scale.

Rationale:

Landscape:

Hedgerows are an Important feature of the character area where they glve
boundary definitlon. Internal hedgerow planting panicularly within ihe golf course
and Racecaurse Is currently gulte poor.

Blodiverslly:

Hedges are a prlorty habltat Inthe O&W BAP (Oadby and Wigston Blodiversity
Acilon Plan). Within the local character area they provide Important ecologlical
comidors, ieeding and breeding habltat.

Access, recreation, involvement:

Posltive management os landscape feqtures can provide deflnition to access polnts,
and pathways and could Increase tha recreation potentlal of the golf coursa.

Recommendations for action:

1. Reduce number and length of gaps in existing hedgerows.
2. Encourage sympaihetic hedgerow management.
3. Encourage landowners to lay and gap up hedgerows where possible.
4. Engage with londowners and surrounding resldents In order 1o Investigate the
opportunity of augmenting long stretches of fenced boundary with hedgerow
lanfing, (e.9. between Knighion Park and the golf course).




MANAGEMENT

Detalled Management Sirategy Objeciive: THREE
Increase the amount of free planling In the local landscape character areqa.

Rationale:

Landscape:

small and targeted groups of free planting can be used to compliment existing
boundoaries and enirance points. They can control views, screen visual detraciorss
ond provide a link belween character areas by cross boundary planting (visual
continuity).

Biodiversity:

Woodlands provide valuable wildiite habital.

Access, recrealion, involvement:

Tree planting can be used to define routes and access polnts. Community
involvement In the area through engagement in free planting programmes such as
ihe Save the Saplings Scheme should be encouraged.

Recommendations for action:

. Encourage native tree and shrub planting on a small scale,

. DIscourage large scale interventions that would impede characteristic views.

. Increase plonting oclong the Wash Brook of sullable naillve species.

. Encourage planting of small free groups of a single specles such as Ash, in carefully
selected locatlons that relnforce boundaries and provide visual fies across
boundaries, l.e. belwesn Knighion Park and the golf course and across Cadby
Rood etc.

5, Engage with landowners fo encourage a phosed programme of poliarding of

willows to conserve existing trees.
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| Detailed Management Strategy Objective: FOUR
Encourage less Intensive management of amenity grassiand and seml improved

grassland In order {o incroase the amount of specles Ach grassiand (as defined In the
O&W BAP).

Rationale:

Landscape:

The area of amenity grassland accounts for a considergble porllon of this local
londscope character area. Increasing the preportion of grassiand, which 1s not
Intensively managed, where this would not confilct with recreational usage, would
sateguard and improve the posltive aspecis of the areas londscape character,
Biodiversity:

Specles rich grassland s a prioiity wildilfe habltat In the O&W BAP.

Access, recreation, involvement;

Grassand management practices can be arranged to Involve local conservation
| groups, however, thls may only be possible on councll owned land.

Recommendations for action:

1. Encourage iegular maintenance of grasslands through phased and selective

cutting practices .e. Landowners should be encouraged o undartake less
Infensive land practices.

2. Refdgin and wheraver passible enhance floristic diversity.




Defalled Management Strategy Objective: FIVE

‘Reveal the Wash Brook’ Improve the Wash Brook comidor.

Rationale:

Landscape:

The Wash Brook corddor Is restdcted and neglecfed In this character area. Intensive
management pracfices In both the goif course and Racecourse reslict and
adversaly Impact on this water conidor, By enhancing this cerridor the area would
have more ecologlcal valus, spatflal definition and visual Interest.

Blodiversity:

Streams are Identifled as prionify habltats in the O&W BAP. Widening of the cornidor
and riparlan edge would heip encourage the retumn of water vole for which there ls a
specles action plan.

Access, recreation, Involvement:

Headlonds clong the Wash Brook within the golf course can be used as both formal
and Informal pathways, however, conflicts between access and wildlife would have
to be managed and monhbored.

Recommendations for agtlon:

1. Develop a management pian for fhe Wash Brook ¢omdor. This should Include
provision for regular manitoring of water quallty and flood risk/levels.

2. Encourage the creailon of ‘riparian edge’ margins to the Wash Brook.

3. Where possible draw boundarles away from the watercourse In order to provide
additional habitat.

4. Investigate treatment to sewage discharge evident in Wash Brook.

Detalled Management Strategy Objective; 51X

Increase accessibility of the characler area to the publie, on foot and by bicyc¢le.

Ratiohale:

Access, recreation, Involvemnent:

Improving both public access and recreatlonal opportunifles Is one of the key
oblectives of the Stepplng Stones Project. This character area cuirenily has an
extremely imted network of pathways and cycleways. The robust and extensive
nature of this locallandscape character area means thal it cught 1o be able to
accommodate a greater level of access. By developing routes though this space
some pressuie on the surrounding area created by school trafflc may be eased.
These routes could provide an altemnative, safe joute to school.

Recommendations for action:

1, Establish where roufes can be developed wilhout significont adverse effecis on
ecologlcal value and landscape amenhy,

2. Improve signage to exlsling paths and seek to adequately sign new routes.

3. Investigate the potential 1o infroduce new routes olong the character areq,
spectfically to connect Knighton Park wih Oadby Road.

4. If implemenied naew accass, pathway and cyleway improverments etc, to be
designed fo avold disturbance to habitai or loss of visual/recreational amenity.

5, Engage with landowneis o permit access along permissive routes etc.




Detailed Management Strategy Objective: SEVEN
Improve and enhance the Triangle.

Rationale:

Landscape:

Noted under policy R10, para 9.19, In the Oadby and Wigslon Local Plan, a triangle
of land north of Paimerston Way called the Tlangle or Rececourse Meadow has
been Identified as propased Public Open Space, Physically removed from the rest of
this local landscape character area this plot of land would appear to have o
conflicting landuse between productive uses l.e. birch used by the Racecourss,
recreation and ecology.

Bjodiversity:

This area hos already been recognized for Its important wildiifa habltat. With active
managemsent of this site the ecological value could be conserved and enhanced.
Accaess, rocrealion, Invoivement:

This area has ihe pofential to be used more extensively for managed Informal
recreational pursulis/acfiviiles including significant access Improvemnenis. Access and
recreational use would have to be caiefully congldered so as nof o damage the
ecological value of the site.

Recommendations for action:
1. Engage with the landowner to establish long ierm management
obljectives/inientions.

2.Invesligale the potential for drawing up a landscape and wildiife management
plan to protect and enhance this enviranmant.

Defalled Management Stralegy Objective: EIGHT

Review fralfic calming In relationship to the Green Wedge and access for local
schools.

Raticnale:

Landscape:

Cadby Road Is a vary busy highway which causes a good deal of severance, both
physically e, for pedestrians crossing bul alse psychologleally separating ihe wedge
into two haives. The wedge would benefit from acilve troffic calming and crossing
Improvements In order fo connect the two halves of the wedge more effectively.
Access, recreafion, involvement:

Yraffic calming and crossing Improvements would help focilitate movernent ciong

the wedge for both pedestiians and cyclists and would help o establish safer routes
to schoaols.

Recommendations for aclion:

1. Explore epporiunities o Improve access and movement along and across Oadby
Road.

2, Investigate the opportunity of introducing trafflc calming measures along Cadby
Rood as it crosses the Green Wedge.

3. Explore opportunities of raising motorisis and pedestrian/cyclst awareness of the
Green Wedge through new signage as Cadby Road crosses the Green Wedge. |




FOUR

THE GREEN WEDGE - CENTRAL
(For description refer 1o Port Three)

Detalled Management Sivategy Objective: ONE
Review cumment management practices In Brocks Hill Country Park

Rationdle:

Llandscaps:

Brocks Hill Country Park is an important landscape within the Green Wedge, which
accounts for a significant portion of the overall land area. Although currently under
active management the cuirent management plan needs to be reviewed especially
as this relatlvely new landscape begins io mature,

Blodiversity:

There s potenfial through on golng monitaring and review to Improve and possibly
extend the range of habitats throughout Brocks HI,

Recommendations for action:

1. Review the current landscape/wildiife management plan for Brocks Hill Country
Park.

2. Investigate cppartunities of using the sites network of draln frenches 1o create
small scale damp or permanent water storage features,

3. Investlgate opportunities of establishing small areas of wlldlife refuge fenced off
from the public and monaged to maximize thelr wildiite potential.

 Defalled Management Strategy Oblective: TWO

Increase accesslbllity of the character area io the public, on foot and by bicycle.

Ratlonale:

Access, recrealion, involvement:

Improving both public access ond recreallonal opportunities Is one of the key
objectives of the Stepping Stones Project. Although access throughout the Counlry
Park Is extensive access to and from the Counlry Park to ihe surrounding housing,
countryside, schools eic s Imited. The robust and extensive nature of this local
landscape charocter area means that it ought to be able 10 accommodate a
greater level of access. By developlng routes though this space some pressure on the
surrounding area created by traffic fo 1he Country Park may be ecsed. These roules
could provide an alternative, safe route 1o school,

Recommendations for acfion:

1. Establish where routes can be developed without significant adverse effects on
ecological value and [andscape amenity.

2. Investigate the Introduction of new routes between Ihis character area and the
Green Wedge - South characler area.

3, liimplemented new access, pathway and cycleway Improvements etc, fo be
deslgned fo aveold disturbance to hahitat orloss of visual/recreational amenily.

4, Investigate the opportunity of establishing o gated access and footpath link to
Glenmere Community Primary school,

5. Investigate the opportunity of formalising an additfional pedeslrian access point
from Cadby Road Inlo the Country Park.




MANAGEMENT §

Detailed Management Strategy Objective: THREE

Malntain and enhance the ecological quality and connectivity of existing hedges
wlithin the character areq, taking care to maintain this local landscape character
areas spatical scale.

Rationale:

Landscape:

Hedgetows are an important feature of this character area where they give
boundary definiion around the periphery and Internally.

Blodiversity:

Hedges are a priority habltat In the O&W BAP. WIthin the local character area ihey
provide Imporiant ecologlical corldors, feeding and breeding habliat.

Access, recreation, invofvement:

Poslitive management as landscape features can provide definition o access points
cnd pathways,

Recommendations for action:

1. Reduce number and length of gaps in existing hedgerows.
2. Ensure continued hedgerow management.
3. Engage with land owners and surrounding residents In order to Investigate the

cpportunity of augmenting long stretches of fenced boundary with hedgerow
planting,

Detailed Management Strategy Objective: FOUR

Proiect and manage existing mature frees In the local landscape charactet area.

Rationale:

Landscdpe:

Brocks Hill Country Park has a number of iImportant mature trees which duse to their
prominent position and significance as remnant hedgerow frees need o be
consarved and protected to ensure that the parks habltat and spatlal structure are
not compromised. Due to the sites slevated topography these trees are also visually
Important for the surrounding area,

Blodivearsily:

Matiure trees provide valuable wildiife habitat.

Recommendations for aclon:

1. Engage with landowners 1o encourage a phased programme of arborncultural
works (as necessary) In ordet to conserve existing irees and Increase thelr
longevity,

2. Encourage additional natlve tree planting along hedgerows.
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Detailed Management Stralegy Objectlve: FIVE

‘Reveal the Wash Brook’ Improve the Wash Brook corridor.

Raticnale:

Landscaper

The Wash Brook corddor Is restiicted and neglecied In this character area, An arm of
the Wash Brook demarcates the eastern boundary, however, along this stretch the
watercourse ks heavlly overgrown and totally overlooked, terminating In a culvert as i
crosses out of the Green Weadge. By enhangcing this corldor the boundary would be
reinforced both ecologlcally and visually.

Blodiversily:

Streams are identified as priority habltais In the O&W BAP. Widening of the corridor

and ripailan edge would help encourage the return of water vole for which there Is @
species action plan.

Recommendations for aclion:

1. Develop a managerment plan for the Wash Brook corddor. This should Include
provision lof regular monftoring of water quality and flood isk/levels.

2. Where possible explore opportunities of widening the watercourse to exiend the
range of hablais along Iis course.

3. Where possible draw boundares away from the watercourse In order to provide
addltional habliai.
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THE GREEN WEDGE - SOUTH
(For descripfion refer to Part Three)

Defalled Management Strategy Objective: ONE
increase the amount of free planting In the local landscape character area,

Rationale:

Landscapa:

Small and targsted groups of tree planting can be used to compliimeni existing
boundarles. They can control views, screen visual detractois and provide a link

between character areas by cross boundary planting (visual continuity).
Biodiversily:

Woodlonds provide valuable wlidlife habliat.
Access, recreafion, involvement:
Tree planilng can be used 1o define routes and access polnts. Community

involvement In the area could be encouraged through engagement in tree planfing
programmes such as the Save the Saplings Scherme.,

Recommendations for action:

1, Encourage nolive tree and shrub planting on a small scale,

2. DIscourage large scale Inlervenilons that would Impede characterlstic views.

3. Increase planting along fleld boundarles of sultable native species.

4, Encourage planting of small iree groups of a single specles such as Ash, In caretully
selected locations that reinforce boundaries and provide visual fles across
boundaries l.e. between Brocks Hill and neighibouring fislds.

5. Engage with landowners to encourage a phased programme of arboricultural
works o conserve existing trees.

4. Investigate the possibliity of additional native tree planiing lo existing hedgerows.

7. Investigate possibllities of addliflonal natlve iree planting olong school boundares.

Datailed Management Strategy Oblective: TWO

Maintain and enhance the ecological quality and connectivity of exisfing hedges
within the character area.

Rationaie:

tandscape:

Hedgerows are a characteilstic feature of this area where they give boundary
definition and spatlal scale.

Blodiversity:

Hedges are a priority hablial In the O&W BAP. WiIthin ihe local character aiea they
provide imporiant ecological coridors, feeding and breeding habliat.

Access, recreation, involvement:

Positive management s landscape features can provide deflnition to access poinlts
and pathweys and could Increase the recreation potential of the area.

Recommendations for action:
1. Reduce number ond lengin of gaps in existing hedgearows.
2. Encourage sympuathetic hedgerow manogement.

3. Encourage landowners to lay and gap up hedgerows where possible.
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Detalled Management $trategy Objective: THREE

Reduce the scale of Intenslve arable landuse around field margins In order to
increase the level of specles deh grassiand {as delined in the O&W BAF)

Rationale:
Landscape:
Increosing the proportion of grassiand 1hat [s not Intensively managed would Improve

the positive aspects of the areas landscape character,
Biodiversity:

Specles rich grassland Is a priority wildlife habltal In the O&W BAP,

Access, recreafion, invoivement:

Headlands around arable fields can be used as both formal and Informal pathways
1.8, extend the footpath network In the area.

Recommendations for acilon:

1. Encourage landowners 1o register with the Countryside Stewardshlp Grant Scheme
or Higher Level Scheme (HLS) post 2005.

2. Encourage landowners 1o set aslide along fleld margins,

3. Encourage landowners to creote or extend headlands along field boundaries.

4, Wheraver possible enhance flonstic diversity.

Detalled Management Strategy Oblective: FOUR

Increase accessibility of the character area io the public, on foot and by bicycle,
with particular alention to create access and sofe rouies for schools.

Railonale:

Access, racreation, involverment:;

improving both public access and recreafional opportunities is one of the key
objectives of the Siepping Stones Project. This character area currently has a limited
network of through routes, no clrcular routes, and poor formal access. The robust and
extenslve nature of this local landscape character area means that It ought to be
able to accommodate a greater lavel of access. By developing routes through this
space some pressure on the surrounding area created by trafflc to the Country Park
may be eased. These routes could provide an allernaiive, safe route 1o school,

Recommendations for action:

7. Eslablish where roufes can be developed wilhout signficant adverse effects on
farming. These ore to be desligned to avold disturbance fo habiat or loss of
visual/recreational amenity.

2. Create new rouies belween this character area and the Green Wedge - Central
charocter areaq.

3. Investigate the possibillty of establishing routes along headlands and fleld margins.

4, Investigate opportunities of formalising well established deslre lines Into clrcular
pathways which In turn connect Into existing loeng distiance routes.

5. Explore opportunities of eslablishing a secure access 1o this area from Beauchamp
College and Gartree High School.

6. Explore opportunities of establishing g secure access/pothway belween
Beauchomp College and Gartiree High School to Coombe Park Recreational
Ground and discuss possiole reuse of this area for school acllviiies.




MANAGEMENT

Detailed Management Strategy Objective: FIVE

Improve ecological value and visual amenlty of Black Well Syke along Southem
Boundary.

Rationale:

Landscape:

This walercourse Is restricied and neglectad In this character area, Intensive farming
praciices reslidct and adversely Impact on this brook, which has been reduced to a
fizld ditch in places. By enhancing this conldor the area would have more spatial
definition, visual containment and Interest.

Blodiversity:

Streoms are [dentfified as priority habltats In the O&W BAP. Widen'ng ot the corridor
and dparion edge would help encourage the return of water vola for which there ls a
specles actlon plan. This coridor doas not currently meet Iis potential.

Access, recreaiicn, involvement:

Headlands along river/stream corridors can be used as boih formal and Informal

pathways however conflicts between access and wlldiife would have to be
managed and monitored.

Recommendations for action:
1. Encourage the creatlon of ‘riparan edge’ margins to Black Well Syke.
2. Draw field boundares away from Black Well Syke to provide additional habltat.

3. Investigate the possiblity of drawing up o landscape/wlldife management plan
for the Black Well Syke conidor,

Detailed Management Sirategy Objeciive: SIX
Improve and extend the ecologlcal value and visucl amenity of field ponds.

Rationale:

Landscape:
Fleld ponds are dentified In the Lelcester, Lelcesteishire and Rutland Landscape and
Woodland Sirategy as characteristic of 1his area. A number of fleld ponds are

evident, however, they are cumently small, inaccessible and easlly overlooked.
Blodlversity:

Fleld ponds are identifled In the O&W BAF as a prlority habitai.

Recommendations for acfion;

1. Explore with landowners opportunities to Increase the size of exisfing field ponds,

2. Explore with landowners opporiunities to Increase the number of fleld ponds In this
greq.
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The Siepping Stones Countrysice Managemen? Project represents a parinership
+hat gims to improve access for ail, ennance the environment, Improve people’s
awcreness and encourage community paricipation in the couniryslde around
Lelcester.




