SINC 10: Take steps to reduce nutrient status of the previously important grassiand,
and to etop the spread of scrub. If the area becomes subject to & planning
application, ensure that the design provides biodiversity gain in terms of restoration
and future management of calcareous grassland.

SINC 11. Repeat the botanical survey, recording extent of wetness. Set up a
monitoring programme to ensure that this area does not become subject to drying.

SINC 12: Survey for the presance of bat roosts.

SINC 14: Revisit urgently to determine current status following ploughing. [ the
second field is still grassland, re-survey to determine whether this now meets the
SINC criteria,

SINC 18: Produce a management pian for the site, coneidering it as several different
compartments. Carry out detailed specialist invertebrate, replile and breeding bird
surveys to identify speclal interests. Institute a programme of scrub clearance on the
key grasstand and lichen heath compariments. Determine areas where scrub can be
left (but kept in check} for breeding birds. Institute Ittsr picking as required.

SINC 18: Review present management of grasslands with a view to reverting to areas
of mareh and more species-rich short grassland where possible. Try to resolve the
pond-numbering problem and ensure that all future pond surveys use a standard
numbering system.

SINC 19:Survey land to the north-west with a view to extending the SINC by including
this land,

SINC 20: Develop a programme of thinning and control of scrub to maintain an
optimum balance. Carry out a tree survey of the plantations and target removal of
non-native spacles. Introduce & mowing or grazing regime on the grassland in order
to improve specles-richness of the sward. Survey land to the north-east, with a view
to extending the SINC by including this land.

SINC 21: Carry out a spring/summer botanical survey of the grassland to establish its
current status. Introduce a grazing or mowing regime to improve the grassland and

control scrub invading from the adjacent hedge.

SINC 22: Re-survey in summer to monitor current botanical status; edjust grazing if
thie is reducing the value of the sward.
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8.3.3

84

8.4.1

842

843

8.5.1

Woodland. Aim as a priority to incressa the total area of semi-natural broadHeavad and wet
woodland in the borough by planting or natural regeneration. Where resources are limited
target areas which:
¢ lie within the southem corridor, adjacent or linked by a movement comridor to one of
the watercourses;
« lie edjacent to existing woodland in any part of the borough, thus Increasing the rize
of these blocks;
¢ lie adjacent to ather semi. natural habitats;
e provide green comidors Into existing or new buitt development. This might mean
seeking new woodland planting in the design of new housing or business park aress.

MANAGEMENT ACTION FOR IMPORTANT SPECIES

Reptiles Encouragse landowners and managers to maintain and creale places for grass
snakes 1o lay and incubate their eggs such as heaps of undisturbed rotting vegetation,
woodchip piles and floodwater debris.

Otter Encourage actions to increase use of the borough by this species, including:

» installing and maintaining stackproof fencing to prevent over grazing and poaching of
river banks;

¢ planting native trees and dense shruba In fenced off meanders and fleld corners that
adjoln the river to provide more resting places and potential breeding sites; and

¢ providing 'stepping stones’ for movement of the species by creating clumps of dense
cover along the undisturbed banks of the canal and allowing hedges between the
canal and the river to thicken out at the base.

Brown hare Encourage actions to enhance use of the borough by this species, including:
+ planting game cropa to provide both cover and food;
* providing mown grass strips across arable fiekls for summer grazing away from
hedgerows where predation risk is high; and
» providing some ungrazed and uncut areas on grazing pastures as undisturbed cover
for the rearing of leverets.

SPECIES/HABITATS FOR LOCAL ACTION PLANS

Species which are, or are likely to be, particularly important in Oadby and Wigston, and for
which local plans should be prepared Include the following. Some of these have
national/regional plans, and in these cases, the borough should be able to make a significant
conftribution:

s native biack poplar,
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¢ marbled white butterfly;

» great crested newts;

s all species of bats; water vole; otter;

s birds of open farmland (eg grey partridge, lagwing, skylark, yellow wagtall, linnet, reed
bunting, com bunting), birds of farmland/scrub/woodland edges or mosaics (eg turtie
dove, willow fit, tree sparmow, bulifinch, yellowhammer) and birds of parkland and
gardens (eg stock dove, preen and lesser spotted woodpecker, house martin, song
thrush, starling, house sparrow);

s field ponds;

+ veteran trees, both in woodland and hedgerows;

s gardens.
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8.2.3 The following areas should be investigated for designation as new SINCs for the criteria set
out below:

L

All or part of the River Sence, for its channel features and use by otters.
Any or all of the areas of marshy grass!and described in paragraphs 3.2.8-3.2.10.

8.3 PRIORITIES FOR NEW HABITAT CREATION OR ENHANCEMENT

8.3.1 Hedges. l|dentify all hedges with 5+ native species which do not currently meet the HR
criteria and determine whether simple actions, eg gapping up, promotion of saplings, could
bring them up to the required level. Concentrate on hedges of 30+ years initially, since
younger hedges do not qualify. For all Impariant hedges, aim to upgrade them to movement
corridors where possible by:

832 Ponds.

re-instating any seasonally wet ditches so that they hold water all year;

creating an adjacent conservation headland at least 5m wide, managed to produce
tussocky grassland by mowing afternate years in early spring;

instating a management plan which includes laying at inlervals as required, with
coppicing or flalling on a 10-year rotation. Intermediate timming should be of short
langths or altemate sides in altemate years to ensure that berries are available every
winter.

Aim to retum as many ponds as possible o full viability. Where resources are

limited, target ponds which:

hold water all year, but have begun to silt up or become overgrown by invasive
species such as bulrush (Typhe sp). Improve these ponds by de-silting and removal
of invasive plants from one-third of the pond each year for three years;

hold water all yaar but are surmounded by woody vegetation which shades the water,
preventing development of aquatic plants. Improve these ponds by removing,
coppicing or pollarding vegetation, particulerly on the south side of the water. Dredge
of rake to remove leaves and blanketweed and Introduce locally native aquatic
species from neighbouring ponds;

hold water all year but are filting with woody (or other) debris from surrounding land.
improve these ponds by clearing debris and dead leaves and pianting up with locally-
rative plants;

are wet for at least part of the year and lie close to cother semi-natural habitats,
including species-rich hedges, grassiand, woodland or veteran trees. Improve these
ponds by digging out the base to deepen them, taking care not to damage any
existing puddled clay layer. If this layer hes already gone, consider re-puddling; and
are wet for at least part of the year and are close to ponds with records of great
cresiad newts or good populations of several other amphibians.
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APPENDICIES

The appendices for this document are available on request from the Core
Strategy Examination Programme Officer. Please contact

programme.officer@oadby-wigston.gov.uk or call 0116 257 2688.

Alternatively contact the Forward Plans team.






