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PARKS AND OPEN SPACE STRATEGY 

 
 

CHAPTER ONE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1. SCOPE OF THE STRATEGY 
 
 This strategy will create a strategic framework for developing and managing open spaces 

directly owned by the Borough Council and will:- 
 

� Define what the Council means by the term ‘open space’ 
� Ensure that the strategy reflects the major changes that influence open space 

provision 
� Consult the community and stakeholders to determine views and expectations of 

local provision 
� Draw together all the information that is currently held within the Council and 

wherever possible map our open space using the Geographical Information System 
(GIS) 

� Assess the quality and value of our open spaces 
� Assess maintenance standards and consider what other policies or services have an 

impact on how we develop and manage our public space 
� Confirm the Council’s policy in relation to public space both now and for future 

planning 
� Develop an action plan to implement the Strategy 
� Not go into detail about development and event activities already embedded in the 

Council’s Youth, Sport and Leisure, Play and Culture Strategies. 
 

1.1 What is an open space strategy? 
 
 Planning Policy Guidance note 17 (Planning for Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation) 

advises that an open space strategy should set local standards based on 
assessments of need and audits of existing facilities. It is the basis for redressing 
deficiencies through the planning process and should recommend standards for 
inclusion in development plans. 

 
1.2  PPG17 specifies that open space should be taken to mean: 
 
 ‘All open space of public value, including not just land, but also areas of water such 

as rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs which offer important opportunities for sport 
and recreation and can also act as a visual amenity.’ 

 
 Open space plays a vital role in meeting people’s recreational needs in both formal 

and informal roles from organised sports to walking, bird watching and picnics. 
Access to open space and thus recreational activities is integral to sustaining a 
decent quality of life. 

 
 Open space is increasingly fulfilling a diverse range of functions which include 

conservation and biodiversity through the protection of natural features and the 
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promotion and development of natural habitats; movement corridors for pedestrians, 
cyclists and wildlife; improving the appearance of the built environment through the 
provision of open space as a requirement of development; positively impacting upon 
people’s health and the promotion of local attractions. 

 
1.3 Purpose of the strategy 
 
 
 The purpose of this strategy is to set out a philosophy and framework for the 

provision and care of open land within the Borough. We aim to provide sufficient high 
quality, accessible open space and associated facilities for the pleasure and 
enjoyment of the Borough’s residents for a variety of purposes over the changing 
seasons, taking into account the resources which are available to provide and 
maintain these open spaces. The primary goals are: 

 
� To identify the existing amount, type and spread of the Borough’s open space 
� To understand the needs of communities and stakeholders with regard to 

open space 
� To produce principles and guidance for the future of open space 
� To recommend priorities for action to redress deficiencies, maintain standards 

and meet needs and demands. 
 
1.4 Vision 
 
 Work has been undertaken with stakeholders, and in the context of national, regional 

and local policy, a vision for public Open Space in the Borough has been created. 
 
 The Borough of Oadby and Wigston will protect, enhance and develop its green 

space by providing for the diverse requirements of users, supporting the 
promotion of healthy lifestyles and valuing the diversity of nature. 

 
1.5 Background 
 
 Oadby & Wigston Borough Council’s Local Plan 1996-2006 covers issues relating to 

the provision of open spaces and recreational facilities. The importance of open 
space as an urban structure, providing relief from the built environment, is 
acknowledged as being important for providing formal and informal recreation. This 
contributes to quality of life in the Borough. 

 
 The Borough has 15 parks and sports grounds including two areas of significant open 

space and are seen by the residents of the Borough as priority areas for preservation 
and enhancement. They are key to community well being, the role of ecology and 
open space’s ability to protect areas of nature conservation value and to manage and 
enhance wildlife habitats. The area also benefits from access to the Grand Union 
Canal, an important ecological area and leisure facility. 

 
 This strategy seeks to promote open space as a network of recreational, ecological 

and landscape assets which both serves the people of the Borough, meeting local 
identified needs, and preserves the Borough’s physical entity. 

 
 A strategic approach to open space planning will ensure that the Council’s, and other 

key stakeholders, needs are better integrated and investments are targeted according 
to those needs. 
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 The Parks and Open space Strategy has been developed through consultation with a 

number of key external groups, key members of staff, Elected Members and by 
inviting 10% of the Borough’s residents to respond to a questionnaire. 

 
 
 
1.6 Methodology 

 
This strategy is put together based on the following:- 
 
� National and Regional Planning Guidance  
� An audit of the quantity, function and quality of the open spaces to establish accurate 

information with regard to existing conditions and provision 
� An assessment of socio-demographic data about the residents within the Borough 
� Collation of the information obtained through the various means of consultation which 

reflect the stated preferences and needs of the community and stakeholders 
� Other local strategies including:’ 
 

• Local Agenda 21 

• Oadby and Wigston Local Plan 1996-2006 

• Leicester Playing Pitch Assessment (2001) 

• Sport and Leisure Strategy (2002-2007) 

• Play Strategy 

• Open Space and Recreation Assessment 2003 

• Community Plan 

• Corporate Plan 

• Youth Strategy 

• Cultural Strategy 

• Biodiversity Action Plan 

• Environment Policy 

• SPG on Play and Open space 

• Green Wedge Strategy 
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CHAPTER TWO 
 

POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
 
2. NATIONAL AND REGIONAL POLICY 
 
 PPG 17 (Planning for Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation 2002) 
 
 This advises authorities to:- 
 

� Adopt a strategic approach and plan for the provision and enhancement of well-
designed recreational ad sporting facilities and open spaces 

� Provide the strongest protection for open space that is, or has the potential to be, of 
value to the community 

� Resist development measures which could diminish recreational provision 
� Ensure that sport and recreational facilities are easily accessible by a choice of 

modes of transport. 
� Provide good quality open space and built recreational facilities as an integral part of 

new development in order to make them attractive and healthy places to live 
 
 
PPSG 9 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation 
 
This reaffirms the Government’s commitment to the conservation of the natural environment, 
emphasises the need to protect sites and to manage wisely and create new habitats. 
 
Regional Planning Guidance for the East Midlands (2002) 
 
This guidance sets out proposals for the sustainable development of the region’s economy, 
infrastructure, housing and other land uses. The guiding principle is to consider using previously 
developed land for development before using green field sites. 
 
Policy 38 – states that playing fields and other open spaces should be protected if there is a need, 
and the enhancement of these open spaces should be protected through a Leisure Strategy 
 
Policy 37 – states that Local Authorities should be generating policies that enhance and emphasise 
the contribution of recreation, sport and leisure to the health, economic and social well being of the 
community, recognising the needs of different groups. Mention is also made that these recreational 
facilities should be accessible by public transport. 
 
 

2.1  Oadby and Wigston Adopted Local Plan 1996-2006 
 
 Some of the Borough’s open spaces are protected by various local policies. The 

Leisure and Recreation chapter covers issues related to the provision of open spaces 
and recreational facilities. The Local Plan looks to the future provision of open space 
and states that with the development of 10 or more dwellings, recreational open 
space must be provided at a rate of 0.3ha (pro rata) for every 50 dwellings. Further 
the SPG on Play and Open Space deals with the financial contributions which will be 
required from a developer for the provision of outdoor sports playing space, children’s 
equipped playing space and children’s informal playing space. The SPG also covers 
issues relating to maintenance of these areas and equipment. 
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2.2  South Wigston Regeneration Master Plan 
 
 This plan refers to Blaby Road and William Gunning Parks. The study concludes that 

both parks lack character and insufficient community needs. The plan proposes 
through actions 7 & 8, the enhancement of the existing park facilities and 
development of new features which would add to the vitality of these parks. Action 
plan 10 aims to improve open space corridors and linkages particularly in relation to 
the Grand Union Canal Network and surrounding countryside. 

 
Key Issue – To improve the South Wigston parks and open spaces as 
identified in the South Wigston Master Plan. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
 

COUNCIL OWNED AND MANAGED OPEN SPACES 
 
 
3. OPEN SITE ASSESSMENT 

 
 An assessment of the quantity and type of Council owned open spaces in the Borough have 

been undertaken by Baker Associates. In reviewing this assessment, we have, in conjunction 
with the Supervisor for Grounds Maintenance, the Council’s Countryside and Biodiversity 
Officer, Friends Groups and park users produced a priority list for investment. The initial audit 
is as follows, conclusions and key issues are elaborated on in chapter six and in the action 
plan. 

 
 

3.1  Open Site Inspection Summary 

 
 
Site Name: Acorn Way Site No: 1 
 
Location: Acorn Way, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.09 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: open space between residential developments. Predominantly grass with paths 

crossing.  

 
 
Site Name: Aintree Crescent OS Site No: 2 
 
Location: Aintree Crescent, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0. .2 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: semi circular green space containing an assortment of small trees and bushes, 

several of which have been planted by residents 

 
 
Site Name: All Saints Churchyard Site No: 3 
 
Location: Moat Street, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.06 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Closed churchyard. Tarmac paths through grass surround to church with shrub beds 

and trees to perimeter of varying ages. 
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Site Name: Amesbury Open Space Site No: 4 
 
Location: Amesbury Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.2 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Grassed area open to the road on 2 sides, backed by mature thorn hedge on one 

and wall on other. The area contains semi-mature trees with planting beds added to 
reduce anti-social behaviour 

 
 
 
 
Site Name: Aylestone Lane Allotments Site No: 5 

 
Location: Aylestone Lane, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 4.03 hectares 

 
Typology: Allotments 

 

 
Description: Large site with 139 Allotments, water, ladies and gents toilets and hard road around 

the site.  Car parking in four corners of the facility.  Water standpipes throughout 
limited on site car parking. 

 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Beaufort Spinney Site No: 6 

 
Location: Beaufort Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.2 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Mature woodland of tall trees surrounded by housing. Crossed by informal paths. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Berkeley  Open Space Site No: 7 

 
Location: Berkeley Close, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.3 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Grassed area between developments, old field hedge to one boundary and a number 

of semi –mature trees. Footpath link to Hayden Walk OS 
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Site Name: Blaby Road Park and Pavilion Site No: 8 

 
Location: Blaby Road, South Wigston 

 
Site Area: 5.801 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Long, linear large grassed park with provision for 2 football pitches and a cricket 

pitch.  Changing rooms/pavilion.  Site also includes a good sized illuminated car 
park, paved footpaths through the site, large concrete skate/BMX park, youth shelter, 
multi use court hard standing area with no marking, and mature poplar trees along 
one boundary of the site. 

 
 
Site Name: Blaby Road Bowls Site No: 9 
 
Location: Blaby Road Park, South Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.1777 hectares 

 
Typology: Outdoor Sports Facility 

 

 
Description: Public bowling green and pavilion. 
 
 
Site Name: Blind Garden Site No: 10 

 
Location: 5-15 London Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.04 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Small garden area fronting grass with trees.  Scheduled for renovation with 

sponsorship funding. 
 
 
Site Name: Bodmin Avenue Open Space Site No: 11 

 
Location: Bodmin Avenue, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.57 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Medium/small open grassed area behind the shopping precinct.  No hard paths but 

open at the front and side. 
 
 
Site Name: Brabazon Road Allotments Site No: 12 

 
Location: Brabazon Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.28 hectares 

 
Typology: Allotments 

 

 
Description: Small allotment area with 14 plots and water supply. 
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Site Name: Brocks Hill Environment Centre Site No: 13 
 
Location: Washbrook Lane, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 32.39 hectares 

 
Typology: Natural and semi natural green space 
 
Description: Large site consisting of Brocks Hill Environment Centre, a unique energy efficient 

building, and Country Park with ponds, marshland, lakes, community orchard, 
woodland containing approximately 18,000 trees and wind turbine.  Modern facilities. 

 
 
 
 
Site Name: Bull Head Street Open Space Site No: 14 

 
Location: Bull Head Street, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.02 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Open space adjacent to new flats, Section 106 monies from which are scheduled to 

be used to re-landscape the whole site. 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Bushloe House Site No: 15 
 
Location: Station Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.4 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Main council offices based around former Bushloe House. Mature trees in the 

grounds, with shrub beds and seasonal bedding displays. 
 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Coombe Park Site No: 16 
 
Location: Coombe Rise, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 5.71 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Square park, boarded by medium sized trees with large playing area, also including 

a toddlers playground, new pavilion with community room, a small plantation of trees 
with native Leicestershire species apple orchard, adult seating, large grassed space, 
provision for 3-4 football pitches, notice board, dog fouling bins, litter bins, a large 
marked out tarmac car parking area and a small orchard.  
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Site Name: Davenport Road Green Space Site No: 17 

 
Location: Davenport Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.2272 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Large areas of grass outside elderly peoples’ bungalows. 

 
 
Site Name: Ellis Park Site No: 18 

 
Location: Leicester Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.560 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Small urban park consisting of an average sized toddlers equipped playground, hard 

standing, basket ball hoop, 3 tennis courts, Shrubbed borders and, remaining grass 
area.  Shares car park with adjacent Oadby Swimming Pool. 

 
 
Site Name: Ellison Close OS Site No: 19 

 
Location: Ellison Close, South Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.15 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Grassed area with some trees; shrub beds have been added to reduce anti-social 

behaviour 
 
Site Name: Florence Wragg Way Site No: 20 
 
Location: Florence Wragg Way, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.41 hectares 

 
Typology: Children’s’  Play Facilities and 

open spaced 

 

 
Description: Large landscaped area in a residential area.  Within the site is a fenced toddler’s 

playground.  The open grass area is bordered with shrub borders and native tree 
planting. 

 
Site Name: Foston Gate Open Space Site No: 21 

 
Location: Freer Close, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 1.0603 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: 3 areas of open space.  One plain grassed area to the west of Freer Close and the 

other two on the opposite side of Foston Gate.  The two others act as flood relief 
basins separated by a raised footpath connecting Foston Gate to Cooks Lane.  
There is a wide hedge boarder around the site and dog fouling bins.  This is a 
significant piece of open space not yet in the ownership or management of the 
Borough Council. 
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Site Name: Foxhollow Spinney Site No: 22 

 
Location: Foxhollow, Oadby 

 
Site Area: hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Mature woodland of tall trees surrounded by housing 

 
 
Site Name: Foxhollow play area Site No: 23 

 
Location: Foxhollow Oadby 

 
Site Area: hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Small local play area with Shrubbed surround 

 
 
 
Site Name: Freer Park Site No: 24 
 
Location: Carlton Drive, Wigston Fields 

 
Site Area: 1.15 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Surrounded by thorn hedges, the large grassed open space has a fenced children’s 

playground and hard standing area used for basketball and a group tyre swing.  The 
area lies adjacent to the Poplars Community Centre. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Grassington Drive Site No: 25 
 
Location: Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.12 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Grassed area in housing development 
 
Site Name: Half Moon Spinney Site No: 26 
 
Location: Hunters Way, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 1.984 hectares 

 
Typology: Natural and Semi-Natural Green 

Space 

 

 
Description: Semi-circular shaped spinney of mature trees approached via a tarmac path off 

Hunters Way. 
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Site Name: Hamble Road Open Space Site No: 27 

 
Location: Hamble Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.35 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Large rectangular grassed area between Uplands Road and Hamble Road 

containing dog fouling bins, rubbish bins and a notice board.  Shrubbed areas along 
the sides adjacent to properties. 

 
 
 
 
Site Name: Hayden Walk Open Space Site No: 28 
 
Location: Hayden Walk, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.23 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Large rectangular grassed area with hedges on three sides and half a dozen medium 

sized trees around the perimeter with one dog fouling bin. 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Hayes Park Site No: 29 

 
Location: Mere Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.81 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Near square shaped area of grass with Breedon gravel path passing through the 

middle linking the two approaches to the park from Thirlmere Road and Grassmere 
Road.  Small fenced children’s play area, 5 dog fouling bins.   

 
 
 
 
Site Name: Herrick Way Open Space Site No: 30 

 
Location: Herrick Way, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.45 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: This is a large site with newly planted perimeter planting and small shrub beds, 

strategically located to reduce damage to perimeter fencing caused by ball games. 
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Site Name: Horsewell Lane Park, 
Playground, Tennis Court and 
Pavilion 

Site No: 31 

 
Location: Horsewell Lane, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 3.329 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Large grassed area containing 3 football pitches,  with rubbish bins, dog fouling bins, 

changing room and pavilion with community room, small toddlers equipped 
playground and a large car park with recycling facilities shared with a private fenced 
off tennis club.  This site has been identified as an area of archaeological potential by 
the Adopted Local Plan.  

 
 
 
 
Site Name: Iliffe Avenue Site No: 32 

 
Location: Iliffe Avenue, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.24 hectares 

 
Typology: Young Persons’ Play Facility 

 

 
Description: Sloped grassed areas with paved footpath running through it and equipped but dated 

playground. 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Kelmarsh Avenue/Alport Way Site No: 33 

 
Location: Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.5 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Grassed areas with former field hedge and semi-mature trees 

 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Lime Kilns/Heards Close Site No: 34 
 
Location: Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.4 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Green areas between housing linking Mablowe Fields to flood basin and open 

countryside. Tarmac paths through grass with trees and shrub borders 
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Site Name: Mablowe Open Space Site No: 35 

 
Location: Foston Gate, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.4 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: Open space in housing development bordering fields to southern edge. Trees with 

shrub beds 
 
 
 
Site Name: Meadows Public Open Space Site No: 36 
 
Location: Kelmarsh Avenue, Off Meadow 

Way, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 15,222 (m2) 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: A welcoming, large ‘linear’ area of public open space with a children’s’ play area in 

the middle and two tarmac paths with lighting crossing it at right angles.  Deterrent 
planting adjacent to various properties along the perimeter.  Several trees are dotted 
around and a large circular shrub bed on one section (to deter football games), 5 dog 
fouling bins and litter bins. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Lansdowne Grove Conservation 

Site 
Site No: 37 

 
Location: Lansdowne Grove, South 

Wigston 

 
Site Area: 7.62 hectares 

 
Typology: Conservation Site 

 

 
Description: Large rough site with long grasses, trees and shrubs and footpaths running through 

the site.  The site used to be a landfill site and is identified as a grassing site by the 
Adopted Local Plan.  This site has also been identified as a site which is to be 
developed for recreation under the Local Plan but is in the ownership of 
Leicestershire County Council 

 
 
 
 
Site Name: Launceston Road Open Space Site No: 38 
 
Location: Launceston Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.13 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Grassed area with trees. 
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Site Name: Launceston Corner Open Space Site No: 39 

 
Location: Launceston Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.17 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Small area of open ground on the corner of two roads.  Main feature is a large 

Chestnut tree and other mature trees. Dog fouling bin, raised shrubberies, benches 
and concrete planters in need of regeneration. 

 
 
Site Name: The Moorwoods Play Area Site No: 40 
 
Location: London Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.11 hectares 

 
Typology: Children’s’ and Young Persons’ 

Play Facility 

 

 
Description: Small play area for toddler and pre-school children.  Newly refurbished – the play 

area has been fitted out with various recreational equipment and a 1.5 meter high, 
multi-coloured fence seals off the area. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Lucas Marsh Local Nature 

Reserve 
Site No: 41 

 
Location: East Side of the main entrance 

to Brocks Hill Country Park, 
Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.9779 hectares 

 
Typology: Natural and Semi-Natural Green 

Space 

 

 
Description: Small area in the north eastern corner of Brocks Hill Country Park.  Dense vegetation 

with pedestrian access into the site which contains a reed marsh and two spring fed 
lakes. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Manchester Gardens Allotments Site No: 42 

 
Location: Blunts Lane, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.7168 hectares 

 
Typology: Allotments 

 

 
Description: Large historic allotment site gated and locked at all entry points.  Newly installed 

water standpipes along central access road.  No car parking,  The Council has a 
policy of buying up additional spaces as they become available. 
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Site Name: Mere’s Walk Open Space Site No: 43 
 
Location: Mere’s Walk, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.34 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: A very long grass strip, which has a tarmac footpath along approximately a third of its 

length.  The area also has two benches at one end of the walk and four dog fouling 
bins as well as trees along its length.  A number of houses have gateways into the 
adjoining private gardens. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Narrow Boat Close Open Space Site No: 44 
 
Location: Narrow Boat Close, South 

Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.31 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Grassed area by the canal that almost appears to be left over from the surrounding 

development as it is about the size of the adjacent two properties. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Oadby Cemetery Site No: 45 

 
Location: Wigston Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 1.21 hectares 

 
Typology: Cemetery 

 

 
Description: Victorian cemetery dating from around 1870.  Two gardens of remembrance with 

benches. The cemetery contains many tall mature trees, yew bushes and is served 
by a series of tarmac paths.  A small parking area is located to the North west 
corner. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Oadby Municipal Golf Course Site No: 46 

 
Location: Oadby Racecourse Site, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 31.75 hectares 

 
Typology: Outdoor Recreational Facility 

 

 
Description: An 18 hole golf course with 9 holes within the Leicester Racecourse.  There is a 

Professional shop and a Clubhouse with bar and food.  Toilets with locker facilities, 
available for Oadby Golf Club Members and casual users.  The facility is alarmed 
and CCTV coverage includes the large car park.  Leased by Oadby and Wigston 
Borough Council until 2014. 
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Site Name: Oadby Swimming Pool Site No: 47 
 
Location: Leicester Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.077 hectares 

 
Typology: Recreational Facility 

 

 
Description: Operated by Leisure Connection plc on contract to the Council.  A 25 metre 5 lane 

level deck swimming pool circa 1981, male and female changing rooms and disabled 
changing area. 

 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Parklands Leisure Centre Site No: 48 

 
Location: Washbrook Lane, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.4006 hectares 

 
Typology: Recreation Facility 

 

 
Description: Operated by Leisure Connection plc on contract to the Council.  Set in grassed and 

Shrubbed areas adjacent to Brocks Hill Country Park the facilities include: 
Substantial reception area and café seating.  Large health suite (57 pieces), a Dance 
Studio, Changing Rooms each with a sauna, cafeteria and bar.  Large flexible 
conference/function room.   Catering kitchen.  A very large private parking area with 
disabled bays.  A crèche and two sun beds. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Peace Memorial Park Site No: 49 

 
Location: Long Street, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 1.00 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Formal park set up after WW1.  Surrounded by mature trees and grass areas the 

park was refurbished with HLF grant and also contains: a bowling green, small 
tarmac parking area, toilet block, badge floral bed, sensory garden,  flag pole, award 
winning pavilion, themed sculptures, totem pole and 2 multipurpose courts. 

 
 
Site Name: Penny Close Site No: 50 

 
Location:  

 
Site Area: 0.09 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: open space adjoining area maintained by residents association. Grass with shrub 

beds and row of poplar trees 
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Site Name: Rosemead Park Site No: 51 
 
Location: Rosemead Drive, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.48 hectares 

 
Typology: Children’s’ and Young Persons’ 

Play Facility 

 

 
Description: Large grassed sloped areas with fenced children’s play area to the North East side 

with goalmouth in the centre.  A landscaped entrance path connects the park with 
Rosemead Drive.  Dog fouling bins and rubbish bins. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Severn Road Flood Basin Site No: 52 

 
Location: Ullswater Drive, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 4.38 hectares 

 
Typology: Conservation Site / Green 

Corridor 

 

 
Description: Large area comprising part of the Severn Road Balancing Reservoir SINC, 

remaining Open Space and landscaped footpath area linking Severn Road with 
Brookside Drive to the west and to the open Countryside in the east.  There are 
mature trees around the edges and along the footpath route.   

 
 
 
Site Name: St Wiston’s Churchyard Site No: 53 
 
Location: Church Nook, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.27 hectares 

 
Typology: Churchyard 

 

 
Description: A small churchyard with pedestrian access from the corner of Church Nook and Bull 

Head Street.  The churchyard consists of mature trees, creating a mini forest and a 
small graveyard. 

 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Taylor’s Bridge Road Open 

Space 
Site No: 54 

 
Location: Taylor’s Bridge Road, South 

Wigston 

 
Site Area: 1.65 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Open grassed area, Breedon gravel path with tarmac entrance to one end and path 

from housing estate at the other end.  Curved boundary to one side with shrubbery. 
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Site Name: Uplands Road Playing Fields Site No: 55 
 
Location: Uplands Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 6.26 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Large open flat grassed area containing 5 football pitches with a pavilion, former 

nursery area in need of attention, rubbish bins, adult seats, dog fouling bins, large 
fenced parking area with bicycle parking, fenced skateboard facility, large children’s 
play area.  Surrounded by hedges the park also contains a variety of trees. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Wheeldale / Staindale Open 

Space 
Site No: 56 

 
Location: Wheeldale, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.23 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Several areas of grass that interconnect between Kelmarsh Avenue, Staindale, 

Baysdale, Wheeldale, Garsdale and Sywell Drive.  Tarmac paths that are lit, through 
trees, shrub beds.  This site is a continuation of Kelmarsh Avenue (the Meadows 
Open Space) 

 
 
Site Name: Whitehead Crescent Open 

Space 
Site No: 57 

 
Location: Whitehead Crescent, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.15 hectares 

 
Typology: Amenity Green Space 

 

 
Description: Grassed area around elderly persons’ bungalows, with shrub planting to edge of 

residents parking areas.  Tarmac footpath with lighting through the middle of the 
complex.  Concrete path to the bungalows.  Dog fouling bin and rubbish bin. 

 
 
Site Name: Wigston Cemetery Site No: 58 
 
Location: Welford Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 5.33 hectares 

 
Typology: Cemetery 

 

 
Description: Large Victorian cemetery with Chapel.  Maintained as a grassed cemetery, it 

contains a large number of mature trees with avenues of newer trees available for 
adoption, memorial benches, paved roads and paths with limited on site parking.  
Sexton’s Office, emergency morgue and vehicle garage, children’s’ burial area, ‘Rest 
a While’ area, Garden of Remembrance, public toilet, rubbish bins and notice board.  
This site has been identified as an area of archaeological potential by the Adopted 
Local Plan. 
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Site Name: Wigston Road Allotments Site No: 59 

 
Location: Wigston Road, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 3.28 hectares 

 
Typology: Allotments 

 

 
Description: Large allotments with some hard roads and hard standing areas.   127 plots fully 

taken up.  Serviced by water standpipes. 
 
 
 
 
Site Name: Wigston Swimming Pool Site No: 60 

 
Location: Station Road, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 0.1297 hectares 

 
Typology: Recreational Building 

 

 
Description: 33.3 metre pool with flume.  Entrance area with cafeteria and seating.  Large 

separate male and female changing.   Disabled and first aid rooms.  Sauna, small 
health suite.  Parking.  Children’s’ soft play area. 

 
 
 
Site Name: William Gunning Park Site No: 61 
 
Location: Gloucester Crescent, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 2.22 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Large grassed site that slightly slopes from north to south.  Site includes fenced 

children’s playground, 1 football pitch, goalmouth/basket ball unit, dog fouling bins, 
rubbish bins and a paved footpath.  Small island beds to the north side with some 
tree planning and boundary planting against residents fences to the South. 

 
 
 
Site Name: Willow Park, Playground and 

Recreation Grounds 
Site No: 62 

 
Location: Aylestone Lane, Wigston 

 
Site Area: 5.29 hectares 

 
Typology: Urban Park 

 

 
Description: Large grassed area consisting of signed entrance, hard courts for tennis/basketball, 

grassed BMX jumps, skateboard park, toddlers playground, youth ‘gym’ play 
equipment, adult seats, 2 football pitches, public conveniences, changing 
rooms/pavilion, gravel trail, dog fouling bins, rubbish bins, marked out parking + 2 
disabled car parking spaces and a bicycle lock-up. 
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Site Name: Windrush Open Space Site No: 63 
 
Location: Windrush Drive, Oadby 

 
Site Area: 0.75 hectares 

 
Typology:  

 

 
Description: largely grassed area sloping down to wash brook and Fludes lane 

 
 
 
In the work undertaken by Baker Associates in 2003, they ‘concluded that the quality and value of the 
open spaces and recreational facilities across the Borough varies and that improving the quality and 
value of sites should be at the forefront of future Council work.’ 
 
They further concluded ‘pedestrian accessibility and the siting of open spaces and recreational 
facilities are considered to be largely satisfactory.’ 
 
Recreation Policy 4 deals with the provision of new recreational public open space for residential 
developments. This is in line with the National Playing Field’s Association standards which are 
intended to provide recreational space for a wide age range of residents, including equipped play 
space for children. New open spaces not listed above but which will be transferring into the 
ownership/management of the Council in the very near future are Oadby Grange Country Park and 
Fludes Lane woodland. Both of these areas are in Oadby and are recognised as being of significance 
to local residents who were actively involved in the specification of the recreational land requirements 
and are of significant biodiversity importance. 
 
The Oadby and Wigston Local Plan 1996 -2006 covers issues relating to the provision of open spaces 
and recreational facilities. 
 
 
Key Issue – To provide adequate sports facilities as identified in the Sports and Leisure 
Strategy. 

 
 
Key Issue – To increase the number of equipped play areas through Planning Process 

 
 
 
 
 

3.2  The function of Open Space 
 
 Green space must continue to meet the recreational and cultural needs and 

changing aspirations of our residents. These are no longer the same needs as they 
were when some of our older parks were laid out, but are continuously evolving. 
Additionally, the demographic makeup of the Borough has a higher than average 
proportion of older and younger people with approximately 16% of the population 
being of minority ethnic origin and this figure is growing. The combination of 
excellent local schooling, family scale housing, good access to open space and 
major road networks, makes the Borough very appealing to people with school age 
children. The Council finds itself having to try to meet a variety of open space needs 
with few resources and therefore relies on the Planning system and external 



 24 

funding to lever in the additional resources required both to maintain and enhance 
what we have now and what can be provided in the future. 

 
Key Issue – To provide and maintain open space through the Planning 
System 

 
 

3.3  Our Key Parks 
 
 We have key parks in each of the three towns and an Environment Centre and 

Country Park nestling in open space between Oadby and Wigston.  These parks 
have been identified as key because of their location in each of the town centres 
and because of the facilities they offer to our local residents. 

 
 Our key parks are:- 
 

� Willow Park, Wigston 
 
 This park is situated on the edge of Wigston Town Centre but is growing in 

popularity and use due to the recently improved facilities which were provided 
following consultation with local residents.  Facilities include football pitches, 
skateboard facility, tennis and basketball courts, younger and older childrens play 
equipment, a pavilion and unisex public toilet.  It hosts the annual fun fair for the 
Borough. 
 
� Ellis Park, Oadby 

 
 This is situated on the edge of Oadby town centre and offers traditional facilities.  

Adjacent to Oadby Swimming Pool and car park, the park boasts tennis courts, 
Bowling Green and pavilion, a younger children’s play area, a grassed area suitable 
for playing on or picnics and a car park. The whole area is surrounded by an 
established hedge with a row of tall mature trees and many semi-mature trees.  Due 
to its location and facilities, it is a popular and well used park. It was gifted to the 
people of Oadby by the Ellis family. 

 
� Peace Memorial Park, Wigston 

 
 This is a small and historic park close to the centre of Wigston. It was gifted to the 

people of Wigston in 1921 after the First World War. It was refurbished with the help 
of the Heritage Lottery Fund, with the restoration being completed in 2001. It is 
home to a bowling green and new club house, a multi sports court, a sensory 
garden, badge bed, public toilets, lavender bed, large grassed area surrounded by 
a wealth of established trees, and a small car park. It is a peaceful haven and well 
loved by Wigston residents. It has an established Friends Group responsible for 
initiating the bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for funding to restore the park. The 
Friends Group continues to monitor, manage and fund raise in order to continually 
improve the park.  The park is to be entered for a Green Flag Award in 2007. 

 
 

� Blaby Road Park, South Wigston. 
 

 This is a large park which offers a bowling green and club house, a multi sports 
court, cricket pitch, football pitches, skateboard facility, younger and older children’s 
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play areas, public toilets and car parking. It has a number of ageing poplar trees 
bordering a bridle path and adjacent to old established factories. It is well used by 
dog walkers and footballers and both equipped play areas meet DDA requirements. 
It is in a prominent position in South Wigston, and is identified in the South Wigston 
master plan as being in need of improvements in order to meet local aspirations 
and as part of the regeneration of South Wigston. 

 
 It has a Friends Group working hard to raise funds by holding an annual ‘Sunday 

Fun Day’ fund raising event in the park. They are determined to provide improved 
community facilities in the park to meet local needs. 

 
 Whilst the Council has a number of other parks, which will be discussed in more 

detail at a later stage when we consider our residents needs, these are the three 
recognised by our residents as being ‘key’. They are all within walking distance of a 
large proportion of residents. 

 
� Brocks Hill Environment Centre and Country Park 

 
 Our Environment Centre and Country Park has been built in 67 acres with funding 

provided by a number of partners, with the largest percentage of funding coming 
from the Millennium Commission. It was formally opened in 2001 and is a unique 
example of an energy efficient building incorporating solar and photovoltaic panels, 
harvesting of rainwater, use of grey water for the flushing of toilets, a composting 
toilet and a wind turbine. There is also a café for the benefit of our visitors. In 
addition we have a wetland nature reserve, wildflower meadows, wildlife ponds, a 
community orchard, an equipped younger children’s play area and we have planted 
in the region of 18,000 trees. When funding allows, we hope to provide play 
facilities for older children. The centre and site is suitable for disabled users and has 
ample car parking. The centre and park attract growing numbers of visitors each 
year but we are aware, from our visitor’s comments that the facility needs to be 
enhanced if it is to continue to meet people’s needs and aspirations. Our capacity to 
do this without contributions from external resources will be limited. 

 
Key issue – To focus resources for the maintenance and enhancement of 
our parks. 

 
 

Key Issue – To ensure that the special character and biodiversity value of 
the Borough’s open spaces is maintained and enhanced 

 
 

3.4  Allotments 
 
 In terms of open space provision, allotments are not freely accessible to the general 

public, but provide many local residents with access to healthy food, exercise, the 
pleasure of gardening and meet a social need. They are also seen as part of our 
historical environment and add significantly to the biodiversity of the area. We have 
a number of allotment sites which are well used. Manchester Gardens, near the 
centre of Wigston, is bordered by the historic medieval lanes, and is, in part, in 
private ownership. Over the years, the Council has purchased plots as they have 
been offered for sale in accordance with its long term policy to protect the existing 
character of this open space in the Conservation Area. Other allotments sites are 
Aylestone Lane, Wigston (home of the first ‘Green Gym’ in Leicestershire )Wigston 
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Road, Oadby and Brabazon Road, Oadby. South Wigston is lacking in allotment 
provision although an area of land to the east of Lansdowne Grove in South 
Wigston was identified in the Wigston District Plan for use as allotments. This, 
however, has not come to fruition due to a negative response from local residents 
following consultation. The land remains protected as valuable open space 
accessible to all local residents.  

 
3.5 Events 
 
 Within the Council’s Community and Cultural Development Section, we have a 

team of officers with responsibility for sport and leisure, arts and heritage, culture, 
health, youth provision and Senior Citizens Action Group. They do not have direct 
responsibility for the organisation of events in the parks but as part of their 
individual roles do enable events and activities such as Super Sonic Boom (an 
annual music competition a diversionary activity for young people), the Summer 
Events Programme (a range of sporting activities for children to participate in during 
the school holidays throughout the year), the provision of the Youth Bus which 
moves from park to park offering support and advice as well as diversionary 
activities for young people.  The team is also proactive in delivering developments 
in partnership with Leicestershire County Council and the Police to run summer 
events in the parks. 

 
 Other organisations run events in the Council’s parks eg Church and 

Community/Friends Groups, which are generally supported by the Council. Willow 
Park plays host to a fun fair in September each year. The fun fair is provided by a 
local fairground operator.  The Friends of Blaby Road Park hosts the annual 
Sunday Fun Day. 

 
3.6  Cemeteries 
 
 Cemeteries provide green open space, although in practice, it is not officially 

designated as public open space. Both of the Borough’s cemeteries are actively 
used for burials and each has a Garden of Remembrance. Our churches have 
closed churchyards, which means that they are no longer used for burials. 

 
 The cemetery on Welford Road, Wigston has been extended by acquiring the 

neighbouring allotment site. This has extended the life of Wigston cemetery by 
some 30 to 40 years. The whole cemetery area falls within a site of archaeological 
significance. 

 
 Oadby cemetery, on Wigston Road, Oadby has been extended to incorporate the 

land adjoining Chapel Lane, the former access road from St Peter’s Path, and has 
undergone a minor redesign to make better use of the land available for burials. 
This has extended the life of the cemetery by some 6 or 7 years. However, further 
provision must be made very shortly to accommodate the needs of the local 
population. An alternative site has been identified through the Local Plan close to 
the Borough boundary within the Thurnby/Leicester/Oadby Green Wedge where it 
is important that the design of the cemetery retains the open and undeveloped 
character of the land. 

 
Key Issue – Long term provision of burial capacity 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
 

NEEDS AND DEMANDS – THE COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVE 
 
 
4.  BACKGROUND 
 
The Borough of Oadby and Wigston lies to the south eastern side of Leicester City and is the smallest 
in area of the Leicestershire’s seven districts. The area is predominantly urban, consisting of three 
main settlements Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston. 
 
The Borough is ranked 304th out of 354 English local authorities (ODPM indices of deprivation 2004) 
with 1 being the most deprived. The ethnic population is 16% (13% of Asian or Asian British origin) 
this is the second highest in the East Midlands next to Leicester City. Oadby wards have a higher 
percentage Asian population than in Wigston (average 5%), in particular Uplands Ward (35.9%) and 
Grange Ward (29.59%). The high minority ethnic population means that community cohesion is 
important. 
 
There is a higher than average proportion of young people in the Borough compared to Leicestershire 
as is shown in the following table. 
 

Age Oadby and Wigston 
actual numbers 

Percentage of 
borough population 

Percentage average 
for Leicestershire 

0-4 years 2907 5.21 5.62 
5-9 years 3508 6.28 6.20 
10-15 years 4664 8.36 7.76 
16-19 years 3572 6.40 5.12 
Total 14,651 26.25% 24.68% 

 
Note – the figure for 16-19 years old includes students living in university accommodation. 
 

4.1  Economy 
 
 Unemployment is above the County average (2.3%) at 2.5% but below that of the 

East Midlands which is 3.2%. South Wigston Ward has the highest percentage of 
unemployed persons in the Borough 3.52% second highest is St Peters Ward at 
3.45%, followed by Wigston Fields Ward at 3.28%. In absolute terms, the levels of 
deprivation are low but there are some high pockets of deprivation. The average 
household income in the Borough is £22,000 compared to an average of £22,600 in 
Leicestershire. 

 
4.2  Housing 
 
 There are 21,922 households in Oadby and Wigston. The average house price is 

£93,832 compared to £103,441 in the East Midlands. In January 2004, there were 
1302 Council properties and 10 registered social landlords providing a stock of 320 
homes predominantly in South Wigston. The Council has an over supply of housing 
land in the current structure plan period, which has                 
necessitated new supplementary planning guidance limiting development in 
Greenfield sites. The stock of Council houses is diminishing and, as house become 
more expensive, there is need for more affordable accommodation. There are 
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tensions between the need to make such provision and the need to preserve 
greenfield land. 

 
4.3 Health 
 
 Stimulating physical activities which provide unique and challenging play and 

recreational opportunities are indicators for advice issued by health professionals. 
 
 The government White Paper – Choosing Health (2004) states that  
 
 ‘many children appear to have less time to be physically active .. because of the 

increase in car use and heightened concern about the potential risks of 
unsupervised play outdoors’ 

  
 The British Medical Journal recommends that we reduce television viewing and 

promote playing and other recreational activities to halt the obesity epidemic in 
young children. The Parks and Open Space strategy is seen as key in supporting 
this view and makes a valuable contribution to the quality of life of all the Borough’s 
residents. 

 
4.4  Crime 
 
 Generally crime rates in the Borough are significantly lower than those of 

Leicestershire and the East Midlands. In many areas the rate of crime decreased 
from 1999 – 2001. The ’Fear of Crime’ survey 2001 revealed that almost 90% of 
residents were ‘worried or very worried’ about violent crime and 88.4% were 
’worried or very worried’ about youth crime. Antisocial behaviour is an increasing 
problem whilst crime levels are generally low the fear of crime is a real issue for 
residents.  

 
 Antisocial behaviour has emerged as a key priority over recent years, both locally 

and nationally. The Council’s User Satisfaction Survey (2003) consulted 3,161 
residents in their local area. Residents in the Borough think the main problems of 
antisocial behaviour are vandalism, graffiti, deliberate damage and teenagers 
hanging around on the street. 

 
4.5  Environment and Sustainability 
 
 The Council adopted an Environmental Strategy for Oadby and Wigston in February 

1992 which reflected growing public concern over environmental issues. One of the 
objectives of that strategy was to maintain and promote the provision of green areas 
within the Local Plan area and to encourage ecological diversity. It is a primary aim 
of the Local Plan that new development should be guided so that it will contribute 
to, and help to enhance, the environmental quality of the Borough. Where new 
development is permitted, it may not be possible to retain every tree but the 
protection afforded by a Preservation Order will ensure that any trees lost will be 
replaced by others of suitable native species. Hedgerows and other vegetation can 
also contribute significantly to the character of the landscape and where possible 
existing features should be retained in new developments. The retention of existing 
vegetation in the landscaping scheme for a new development helps to provide 
continuity in the physical environment but it is also important that features to be 
retained should retain adequate open space around them. 
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4.6 Leicestershire Community Forest 
 

 Stepping Stones Countryside Management Project is leading on the 
proposal for a Leicestershire Community Forest, which would include the 
area of Oadby and Wigston Borough.  Whilst this initially may present the 
idea that the landscape will become completely planted with trees, trees will 
only form part of the landscape and will be an important component amongst 
other habitats such as meadows, ponds and hedgerows.  As well as 
encouraging local landowners to participate, this project will also address the 
role of parks and open spaces in acting as stepping stones and linkages 
within the landscape for habitat and species cohesion. 

 
 

4.7 Biodiversity Action Plan 

 
A Biodiversity Action Plan has been written for the Borough Council in 2000.  This 
outlines the action plans for habitats and species relevant to the Borough and which 
are contained within the Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Biodiversity Action 
Plan.  The latter has recently undergone and review and will be used as a baseline 
for reviewing the District’s Biodiversity Action Plan from 2006-2010. 
All local authorities now have a duty under the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Bill to conserve biodiversity.  In conjunction with PPS9, parks and 
open spaces play an important role in ensuring that urban areas enable the genetic 
exchange to occur for protected species.  Appropriate habitats need to be in place 
for this to happen. 
 
Climate change is perhaps one of the biggest threats to biodiversity along with 
habitat fragmentation.  Parks and open spaces will play an important role in helping 
to address both the affects of climate change and habitat fragmentation by 
providing a buffer zone for habitats and species  
 
One such habitat is hedgerows and their importance is outlined below: 

 
 

 
4.8  Hedgerow Management 
 
 Hedgerows are a UK Priority Habitat under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.  The 

latter arose from the 1992 Rio Earth Summit whereby over 150 countries signed up 
to halt the loss of habitats and species on a global scale. 

 
 Priority habitats and species each have their own action plan which details the 

importance of the feature, the current factors affecting the habitat, current action on 
how habitats or species are being conserved and managed and the work which still 
needs to take place to ensure conservation into the future. 

 
 Each county then had to produce their own Biodiversity Action Plan to help direct 

action within their own areas for priority habitats and species.  This has been 
strengthened at the local level, by many districts producing their own.  Oadby and 
Wigston have their own Biodiversity Action Plan and there is an action plan for 
hedgerows. 
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Why are they important? 
 
Hedgerows in themselves are a defensive structure consisting of native shrubs which form a 
stockproof barrier to prevent livestock escaping from fields. In an urban setting, they also can prove to 
be a barrier and aid security by preventing trespass, especially if thorny shrub species are used. 
 
Over many centuries hedges have evolved to become important for conserving and maintaining 
biodiversity in many bird and mammal species, as woodlands have gradually been encroached upon.  
Indeed much of their importance lies in the connectivity they lend to the landscape, by enabling birds 
and mammals, to move safely between habitats, urban areas and access the countryside.  They are 
often an only stronghold for woodland flora in an urban setting should the hedgerows be old field or 
woodland boundaries incorporated into new development. 
 
 
What’s the problem? 
 
There are several reasons why hedgerows have declined and continue to decline in this country. 
(although there is much hedge-laying being undertaken in this country to improve and maintain 
hedgerow structure)  One of the main reasons is lack of sympathetic management leading to loss of 
structure and this can include hard trimming.  This causes the hedge to become gappy and lose 
structure and thereby overtime, it ceases to be a hedge.   
 
Hedge laying also requires the skills of a hedge-layer which has a cost – a cost which not all local 
authority’s can meet.  However grants are now available for this work to be undertaken. 
 
 
What’s the solution? 
 
Hedges need to be hedge layed at intervals of a few years and preferably in rotation with other nearby 
hedges, so that no hedge is ever at the same uniformity as its neighbour.  (Certain bird species 
require different conditions and nest at different heights and even require trees in hedgerows as song 
posts).  The process of hedge laying ensures that the base of the hedge never becomes gappy and 
maintains its stockproof or burglar proof barrier ad infitum. 
 
Newly planted hedgerows can take some time to establish and require a few years growth prior to 
being hedge layed.  There may be an occasion when a resident may perceive that a hedgerow the 
other side of their property (open space for example) is needing to be cut, as many urban hedgerows 
particularly those that belong to householders, tend to be neatly trimmed.  However if these are 
regularly trimmed, they can never put on enough growth or height to be effectively hedge layed in a 
few years time. 
 
In areas of parks and open space hedge-laying as a form of hedgerow management can be tolerated.  
However in areas adjacent to footpaths, whereby branches can extend onto the footpath, there is a 
call for more exact management and careful trimming should enable pedestrian/cyclist traffic to use 
the area without being impeded.   
 
Hedges could be perceived as blocking out light.  Whilst this is true of Leylandii  hedges, the same 
effect cannot be considered for native deciduous shrubs and trees forming a hedgerow. The majority 
of native deciduous trees and shrubs drop their leaves in the winter (apart from beech).   
 
If a hedgerow is managed properly, on a rotation of hedge laying, then there will always be a secure 
barrier to a property and a wildlife corridor for bird and animal species to move into and out of the 
urban environment.  This is especially important for our bat species.  Bats can roost in houses, other 
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buildings and trees but need hedgerows to fly along from their roost site to their feeding site which can 
be many kilometres away.  Even a short gap of 10 metres where a hedge has been removed can 
effectively render that flight-path unusable and have repercussions on a mammal species which is 
reliant on it. 
 
As one of the Borough Council’s priorities is to “Conserve Wildlife and Open Spaces”, and also have a 
duty to implement the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, 
it is important that we start engaging with members of the public to look at the holistic picture of our 
urban environments.  Much of nature conservation management needs to be undertaken on a 
geographical and spatial scale, rather than just one area of land. 
 
16 volunteers are ‘employed’ within the Borough’s Tree Warden Scheme.   This scheme has been 
operating since the mid 1990s and acts as the eyes and ears of the local authority, in relation to Tree 
Preservation Orders and related planning applications.  They also interact with their local communities 
by organising tree planting sessions in school grounds, giving advice to residents, carrying out 
practical conservation projects at Brocks Hill Country Park, hedge laying and helping out at events. 
 
 
The Law 
 
There is a requirement for not only local authority staff, but also householders to be aware that it is 
illegal under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to disturb nesting birds during the nesting season 
(March to end of July).  Trimming of hedgerows can be considered to be a disturbance during this 
time. 
 
 

Key Issue – To retain and manage of existing hedges and trees to ensure that the 
Borough’s special character and biodiversity within the urban environment is retained and 
enhanced 

 
 
 
Key Issue – To provide of safe and welcoming open spaces where crime and fear of crime 
has been designed out. 

 
 
 

4.9 Community Contribution 
 
 We carried out a postal household survey in 2005, sending out a questionnaire to 

approximately 10% of the population. The 10% were chosen using manual methods 
in an attempt to make sure they were representative of the makeup of the Borough.  

 
 Further consultation has taken place with the Friends of Blaby Road Park, Peace 

Memorial Park, Willow Park, Rosemead Park, William Gunning Park, residents 
living in the vicinity of Moorwoods Play area, the Meadows open space and the 
community groups supporting the East Midlands in Bloom initiative. 

 
 Of the 1,887 questionnaires sent out, 386 were returned, of which we were able to 

confirm that 99 males made comment and 233 female. Further, 11 responders were 
disabled and 305 were able bodied. 275 responders were white, 51 were of minority 
ethnic origin, others declined to answer this question. 
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 Needs: 
 
 The age range of responders was wide, which was encouraging and helped to 

provide us with a balanced view of needs and preferences. Local people visit parks 
for a number of reasons depending on their stage in life, where they live and their 
preferred activities. However, in spite of the different reasons for visiting, they share 
a common set of basic requirements for their parks and open spaces that are: 

 
� Clean – without litter, dog mess or graffiti 
� Safe -  preferably with a visible staff presence 
� Green – with the planting of more trees 
� Welcoming – well maintained, with good quality and attractive facilities to 

meet the needs of our diverse community 
 
 Preferences: 
 
 As part of the consultation process, people were asked which improvements they 

would most like. Those most frequently noted were: 
 

� Improved infrastructure – including café, toilets, play shelters, more dog bins 
and water features 

� Dog control and freedom from dog fouling 
� Improved and updated play facilities 
� An increased presence in the parks in order to reduce the incidence of crime  

 
 
4.10  Council Preferences 
 
 The Council has stated through various strategies and policies that:- 
 

� All Council services relating to open space are provided to an adequate 
standard, provide value for money and meet the needs of the community 

� Provision is made for long term maintenance through the Council’s Revenue 
and Capital budgets and through the Planning process 

� Investment is made in prioritised areas 
� Support is given to our community groups and other partners who work with 

us to develop and maintain our open spaces 
� We will seek external funding opportunities 
� There is adequate provision for young people and children 
� The value of particular areas for biodiversity is recognised and enhanced 
� We will work to reduce incidents of dog fouling 
� We will work to reduce incidents of anti-social behaviour, including graffiti 
� We will identify changes and enhancements to meet the needs of our 

diverse community  
 
 
 Key service improvements being considered by the Council are:- 
 

�  A review of the Council’s assets, to inform future service provision and 
planned expenditure 

�  Pursue partnerships with the local community to improve the local 
environment 

�  Achieve value for money or the procurement/provision of services 
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�  Address issues of capacity 
�  Ensure that current resources are properly focused 
�  Take steps to ensure that our services are able to respond to the changing 

needs of our community. 
�  Improve environmental management  
�  Develop habitats in accordance with the Council’s agreed policies 
�  Reduce Crime and Disorder 

 
Key Issue – To recruit and retain volunteers and to develop community 
interest in environmental management 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
 

LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT 
 

 
 
5.  The Leicestershire Local Area Agreement was agreed by the partners to it in February 2006. 

Responses to surveys carried out in Leicestershire showed that our residents value the high 
quality of their environment and are anxious to preserve and enhance it. 

 
 Accordingly, the partners to the Local Area Agreement have: 
 
 ‘a commitment to a safe, clean and green environment which contains specific 

outcomes including climate change, bio-diversity and a cleaner environment’.  
 
 The Leicestershire Together Community Strategy also has objectives which support walking 

and leisure activities, the development of parks and other open spaces. 
 
 There are a number of delivery mechanisms outlined within the Local Area Agreement. They 

are based on alignment and co-ordination of activity between districts through the Local 
Strategic Partnerships (LSPs).  LSPs are made up of organisations brought together to 
improve the local quality of life and will include public and private organisations including 
voluntary organisations.  It is fair to say that Council’s, generally, have common issues. In 
particular, the Leicestershire Parks, Open Spaces and Countryside Network will be enhanced 
to provide greater levels of co-operation, will be more responsive to customer expectations and 
share knowledge and expertise in the spirit of partnership. 

 
 Within Leicestershire the Biodiversity Action Plan Steering Group is well established involving 

the Wildlife Trust, English Nature and Local Authorities and will continue to focus on delivery.  
 
 Well established partnerships, such as Enable, will exercise leadership to promote 

environmental initiatives across the county. Local groups will be co-ordinated to achieve the 
objectives set out in the Cleaner and Greener block of the Local Area Agreement (LAA). 

 
 Key LAA Cleaner and Greener Outcomes 
 
 Key issues:- 
 
 

Improve the quality of town and village centre environments 
Improving waste management within Leicestershire 
Increase quality and use of Green Spaces 
To increase walking, cycling and the level of outdoor physical activity 
Increase awareness of and response to the problems of climate change 
Improve biodiversity and nature habitats 
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CHAPTER SIX 
 

KEY ISSUES AND PROPOSED APPROACH 
 
 
These key issues have been identified during the development of the Parks and Open Space 
Strategy.  Each is addressed within this chapter, together with a proposed approach for achieving 
them. 
 
1 To improvement the South Wigston parks and open spaces as identified in the South Wigston 

master plan. 
2 To provide adequate sports facilities as identified in the Sports and Leisure Strategy 
3 To increase the number of equipped play areas through the Planning process 
4 To provide and maintain of open space through the Planning system 
5 To focus resources for the maintenance and enhancement of our parks. 
6 To ensure that the special character and biodiversity value of the Borough’s open spaces is 

maintained and enhanced 
7 Long term provision of burial capacity 
8 To retain and manage existing hedges and trees to ensure that the Borough’s special 

character and biodiversity within the urban environment is retained and enhanced 
9 The provide safe and welcoming open spaces where crime and fear of crime has been 

designed out 
10 To recruit and retain volunteers and to develop community interest in environmental 

management 
 
 
Key LAA Cleaner and Greener Outcomes 
 
 
Key issues:- 
 
To improve the quality of town and village centre environments 
To improve waste management within Leicestershire 
To increase quality and use of Green Spaces 
To increase walking, cycling and the level of outdoor physical activity 
To increase awareness of and response to the problems of climate change 
To improve biodiversity and nature habitats 
 
 
Issue one – To improve South Wigston parks and open spaces as identified in the South 
Wigston master plan 
 
� In order to address the improvement of these parks, work as identified within the master plan 

to be progressed through working with Leicestershire County Council, other stakeholders, 
Friends Groups and local residents 

� Work to be funded through s106 agreements and other external funding  
� Links to the parks, other open space, railway station and the town centre to be through 

improved signage 
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Issue two - To provide adequate sports facilities as identified in the Sports and Leisure 
Strategy 
 
� Develop the objectives of the Sports and Leisure Strategy 
� Work in partnership with the community to enhance sporting opportunities 
� Support local clubs and sports organisations to develop youth provision and access for all 

sectors of the community 
 
Issue three - To increase the number of equipped play areas through the Planning process 
 
� Work with developers and other external funders to provide playgrounds which meet local 

needs and address gaps identified when applying the six acre standard. This work to be 
by negotiation and s106 agreements 

� Improve access to existing play facilities both in terms of play value and by ‘safer routes’ 
� Inspect and maintain play grounds regularly to ensure they are clean and meet current 

safety standards 
� To continue with the Council’s rolling programme of playground replacement 
� To replace and improve play areas in accordance with the requirements of the Disability 

Discrimination Act (DDA) 
 
 
Issue four – To provide and maintain open space through the Planning system 

 
� Work with developers to negotiate the provision of open space appropriate to the needs 

of the local community and according to the Council’s adopted policies 
� Produce a good practice guide which sets out in full what is to be provided by way of 

open space, including details of any equipment or built features, accessibility, drainage, 
adoption criteria and commuted sum calculations (NB This list is not exhaustive) 

 
 
Issue five – To focus resources for the maintenance and enhancement of our parks 

 
� Maximise use of resources by planned rather than proactive approach 
� Explore flexible alternatives such as working with the community to seek external funding 

using the Council’s assets 
� Identify match funding allocation to enable external grant aid to be sought 
� Undertake an assessment of the Council’s existing assets resulting in the production of a 

long term strategy 
 
 
Issue six – To ensure that the special character and biodiversity value of the Borough’s open 
spaces is maintained and enhanced 
 
� Celebrate and increase awareness of the natural, historic and landscape heritage of the 

Borough. 
� Support the community to enhance their own areas. 
� Value the contribution these areas make to attract people to use and enjoy local facilities 
� Invest in areas in order to maintain their unique character. 
� Ensure effective management protects, manages and improves biodiversity on parks and open 

spaces 
� Review and implement the District’s Biodiversity Action Plan in conjunction with the local 

community 
� Maintain these areas as a valuable educational resource. 
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Issue seven - Long term provision of burial capacity 

 
� Short term – continue to maximise life of Oadby Cemetery, using whatever land within or 

adjacent to the cemetery is available and reaffirm the Borough’s needs by consulting with 
Leicester City Council and all the local faith groups resulting in the production of a burial 
strategy 

� Medium term – continue to be aware of any changes in legislation which may allow reuse 
of existing cemeteries 

� Long term – pursue the purchase of the land identified in Oadby as being suitable for this 
purpose and as identified in the adopted Local Plan. 

 

 
 
 
Issue eight – To retain and manage existing hedges and trees, ensuring that the special 
character and biodiversity value of the Borough’s open spaces is maintained and enhanced 

 
� These features should be retained as important for nature conservation or cultural 

resource. 
� The protection afforded by a tree preservation order will ensure that any trees lost will be 

replaced by others of suitable native species 
� Hedgerows and other vegetation can contribute significantly to the character of the 

landscape 
� Management plans for each of the Council’s parks and open spaces should ensure that 

management for habitats and species are undertaken to enable genetic exchange 
throughout the Borough where possible. 

 

 
 
 
Issue nine – To provide of safe and welcoming open spaces where crime and fear of crime has 
been designed out 

 
� Improve the first impression of our parks and open spaces by improving entrances, signage, 

reduction in dog fouling, vandalism, graffiti, etc 
� Develop appositive approach to provision and management of activities for young people by 

promoting greater use of our parks through organised events 
� Develop sporting opportunities in the parks 
� Design out the potential for crime, to reduce fear of crime 
� Arrange work schedules so that our grounds maintenance staff are visible in the parks at key 

times 
 
 
 
Issue ten - To recruit and retain volunteers and to develop community interest in 
environmental management 

 
� Provide a formal network in which to develop, support and sustain Friends Groups, 

volunteer groups and other networks to encourage practical interest in open spaces 
� Provide Council officers with the expertise to train, motivate and develop local people to get 

involved 
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� Work with community groups and organisations to make the best use of external grant and 
other resources for the good of their local open spaces 

 

 
Local Area Agreement Outcomes  
 
 
Key issues:- 

 
 

Improve the quality of town and village centre environments 
 
� Improved cleanliness and attractiveness of village and town centres 
� Percentage of fly tipping removed from public land within 24 hours 
� Percentage of graffiti in public places removed within 24 hours 
 
Improving waste management within Leicestershire 
 
� Increased levels of diversion from landfill including recycling and composting achieved through 

improving collection schemes and increasing public awareness 
 
Increase quality and use of Green Spaces 
 
� Increase number of Green Flag or VAQAS Parks in Leicestershire 
 
To increase walking, cycling and the level of outdoor physical activity 
 
� Increase the amount of cycling, particularly in Loughborough and Central Leicestershire where 

most investment will be concentrated, 
� Promotion of Green Gyms and including those targeted at young people, measured by the 

number implemented 
� Improved co-ordination and promotion of healthy walking activity across the county, measured 

by the number of people participating in walking programmes 
 
Increase awareness of and response to the problems of climate change 
 
� Production of climate change action plans in all Leicestershire Local Authorities 
� Work towards all schools and half of all major employers having travel plans by 2011 
 
Improve biodiversity and nature habitats 
 
� Achievement of targets in the Leicestershire biodiversity action plan (5 year plan – 3 years 

covered in period of LAA) 
 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
All of the above key issues have been identified as a result of local and county wide consultation. The 
Local Area Agreement (LAA) outcomes and timeline for completion are contained within the 
Leicestershire Together Local Area Agreement 2006 -2009. 
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The key issues, and actions required to fulfil those aspirations, identified within the Oadby and 
Wigston Parks and Open Space Strategy are shown in greater detail in the attached Action Plan.  
 
Whilst the Parks and Open Space Strategy covers a period of 5 years, the following action plan covers 
the period 2007-2010. It is anticipated that the key issues and action plan of the Parks and Open 
Space Strategy will be reviewed on an annual basis but the action plan only looks to cover the period 
of the next 3 years in order to embrace that period of time covered by the Local Area Agreement.  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
 

OADBY AND WIGSTON BOROUGH COUNCIL’S PARK AND OPEN SPACE ACTION PLAN 2006 – 2011 
 

The promotion, enhancement, management and maintenance of parks and open spaces within the Borough 

 
 

Outcomes/Key 
issues 

Indicators Targets Year 1  
2007-08 

Targets Year 2 
2008-09 

Targets Year 3 
2009-10 

Responsibility  Cross cutting 
links 

 
1. The 

improvement 
of the South 
Wigston parks 
and open 
spaces as 
identified in 
the South 
Wigston 
master plan 

 
Improved park 
facilities. 
Number of 
additional trees 
planted. 
Improved or 
replaced 
community 
facilities. 
% of graffiti 
removed from 
public places within 
24 hours. 
Produce 
Management Plans 
for SW  Parks and 
Open Spaces 
Agree targets for 
achievement in 
years 1 to 3. 
 

 
Establish working 
groups. 
Scope the projects 
and identify 
funding. 
Agree cleansing 
procedures with in 
house team 
manager and set 
targets for 
improvement. 
Agree tree/shrub 
planting schedule 
Commence 
development of 
Management Plans 

 
Submission of 
plans/funding bids. 
 
Measure cleansing 
target against 
agreed target. 
 
Identify number of 
trees/planting 
schemes against 
agreed target.  

 
Completion of 
improved facilities. 
Confirm numbers of 
trees planted 
against target. 
Measure 
cleanliness target. 
Completion of all 
identified 
Management 
Plans. 
 
 Set targets and 
agree action plans 
for future years 

 
Director of 
Community 
Services 

 
SW Master Plan 
Sport and Leisure 
Strategy 
Youth Strategy 
Community Plan 
Corporate Plan 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan. 
Tosco S106 
Agreement. 
 

 
2. The need to 

provide 
adequate 
sports facilities 
as identified in 
the Sports and 
Leisure 
Strategy 

 

 
Fulfil the objective 
of the Sports and 
Leisure Strategy. 
Work with the 
community to 
improve leisure and 
sport. 
Work with 
organisations to  
 
 

 
As identified within 
the Sports and 
Leisure Strategy. 

 
As identified within 
the Sports and 
Leisure Strategy. 

 
As identified within 
the Sports and 
Leisure Strategy. 

 
Head of 
Community and 
Cultural 
Development 

 
Community 
Strategy 
Corporate Plan 
LA 21 
Parks and Open 
Space Strategy 
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Outcomes/Key 
issues 

Indicators Targets Year 1  
2007-08 

Targets Year 2 
2008-09 

Targets Year 3 
2009-10 

Responsibility  Cross cutting 
links 

 
2. Cntd…. 

 
encourage young 
people to 
participate in 
leisure activities. 
 

     

 
3. The need to 

increase the 
number of 
equipped play 
areas through 
the Planning 
process 

 
 

 
Number of 
additional play 
areas identified 
through planning 
process. 
Number provided 
through developer 
contribution. 

 
1 additional play 
area 

 
1 additional play 
area 

 
1 additional play 
area 

 
Head of Client 
Services 

 
Play Strategy. 
Community Plan. 
Corporate Plan. 
LA21 strategy. 
 
 
 

 
4. The provision 

and 
maintenance 
of open space 
through the 
Planning 
system 

 

 
Through 
negotiation with 
developers. 
The production of a 
good practice guide 
for provision and 
adoption of open 
space. 
To develop the 
adoption 
procedure. 

 
Number of 
agreements 
entered into for 
future provision. 
To adopt an area of 
open space. 
Production of good 
practice guide. 
Record of s106 
funding received for 
maintenance and 
improvement of 
open space 
 

 
Adoption of an area 
of open space. 
Record of s106 
funding received for 
maintenance and 
improvement of 
open space 

 
Adoption of an area 
of open space. 
Record of s106 
funding received for 
maintenance and 
improvement of 
open space 

 
Heads of Built 
Environment and 
Client Services 

 
Sport and Leisure 
Strategy. 
Community Plan. 
Corporate Plan. 
Green wedge 
management 
strategy. 
 

 
5. Maintenance 

and 
enhancement 
of our parks is 
constrained     
due to limited 
resources 

 
 
 

 
Through 
negotiation with 
developers. 
Community 
participation. 
Review of the 
Council’s assets. 

 
Increase the 
participating 
community groups 
by one. 
S106 agreements. 
Commission review 
of Council’s assets 
resulting in long 
term management 
proposals. 

 
Increase the 
participating 
community groups 
by one. 
S106 agreements 

 
Increase the 
participating 
community groups 
by one. 
S106 agreements 

 
Chief 
Executive/Director 
of Resources 

 
Sport and Leisure 
Strategy. 
Community Plan. 
Corporate Plan. 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan. 
Green wedge 
management 
strategy. 
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Outcomes/Key 
issues 

Indicators Targets Year 1  
2007-08 

Targets Year 2 
2008-09 

Targets Year 3 
2009-10 

Responsibility  Cross cutting 
links 

 
6.  Ensuring that 

the special 
character and 
biodiversity 
value of the 
Borough’s 
open spaces 
is maintained 
and enhanced 

 
Establish 
community groups. 
Develop Local 
Biodiversity Action 
Plans. 
Use sites as an 
educational 
resource. 
Promote the 
natural, historic and 
landscape heritage 
of the Borough. 
Apply for Green 
Flag awards 
 

 
Establishment of 
woodland group. 
Review Local 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan. 
Agree management 
plan for Oadby 
Grange Country 
Park. 
Coombe Park 
Orchard to be 
planted with 
Leicestershire 
varieties of apple 
trees 
 

 
Establishment of 
Coombe Park 
Community 
Orchard  of 
community orchard 
group. 
Revise 
Management Plan 
for Fludes Lane 
woodland. 
Apply for a Green 
Flag award. 

 
Draw up 
management plan 
for Pochins Bridge 
area. 
Promote the 
Borough’s natural 
resources 
 
 

 
Countryside  and 
biodiversity officer/ 
grounds 
maintenance 
supervisor/public 
relations officer 

 
Local Plan 
Community Plan  
Corporate Plan 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan 
LA 21 
Sport and Leisure 
Strategy 
Play strategy 

 
7. Long term 

provision of 
burial capacity 

 
Maximise existing 
burial capacity. 
Agree minority 
ethnic 
needs/provision 
with Leicester City. 
Secure long term 
burial facility. 

 
Review potential for 
maximising life of 
Oadby cemetery. 
Establish position 
with Leicester City 
for long term 
provision of 
facilities for minority 
ethnic groups. 

 
Carry out extensive 
consultation with 
local faith groups to 
establish needs. 
Secure site on 
Gartree Road for 
long term burial 
provision if there 
has been no 
change in 
legislation allowing 
O&W to make 
continued use of 
existing 
cemeteries. 

 
Start work on 
putting in the 
infrastructure for 
the new Oadby 
cemetery. 

 
Head of Client 
Services/Grounds 
Maintenance 
Supervisor/Sexton 

 
Local Plan 
 

 
8. The retention 

and 
management 
of existing 
hedges and 
trees, ensuring 
that the 
special  

 
Retention of 
significant hedges 
and trees. 
Use of tree 
preservation orders 
in order to preserve 
leafy urban 
environment. 

 
Through Planning 
policies. 
Record the number 
of tree preservation 
orders. 
Organise a hedge 
laying course for 
local residents 

 
Through Planning 
policies. 
Record the number 
of tree preservation 
orders. 
Organise a hedge 
laying course for 
local residents. 

 
Through Planning 
policies. 
Record the number 
of tree preservation 
orders. 
Organise a hedge 
laying course for 
local residents. 

 
Countryside and 
Biodiversity 
Officer/Ground 
Maintenance 
Supervisor/Brocks 
Hill Ranger 

 
Local Plan 
Biodiversity Action 
Plan 
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Outcomes/Key 
issues 

Indicators Targets Year 1  
2007-08 

Targets Year 2 
2008-09 

Targets Year 3 
2009-10 

Responsibility  Cross cutting 
links 

 
8. cntd… 
 
 character and 

biodiversity 
value of the 
Borough’s 
open spaces 
is maintained 
and enhanced 

 
 
 
Use of training 
programmes to 
educate people in 
the art of hedge 
laying in order to 
preserve ancient 
hedgerows. 
The development 
of management 
plans. 
 

 
 
 
Create project team 
to commence 
management plans 
for all parks and 
open spaces. 

 
 
 
Produce a 
management plan 
for Brocks Hill 
Country Park 
Continue 
development of 
management plans 

 
 
 
Continue 
development of 
management plans 

  

 
9. The provision 

of safe and 
welcoming 
open spaces 
where crime 
and fear of 
crime has 
been designed 
out 

 
 

 
Improve first 
impression of sites. 
Reduce incidents of 
antisocial 
behaviour and dog 
fouling. 
Improve standards 
of cleanliness. 
Consult with the 
police regarding 
enhancements/impr
ovements to parks. 
Remove graffiti 
within 24 hours. 
 

 
%of graffiti 
removed within 24 
hours. 
% reduction in 
incidents of dog 
fouling. 
Local performance 
indicator for 
cleansing. 
Consult police 
regarding location 
of park equipment. 
Promote 
responsible dog 
ownership. 

 
%of graffiti 
removed within 24 
hours. 
% reduction in 
incidents of dog 
fouling. 
Local performance 
indicator for 
cleansing. 
Consult police 
regarding location 
of park equipment. 
Detail those parks 
suitable for 
provision of dog 
exercise areas. 
 

 
%of graffiti 
removed within 24 
hours. 
% reduction in 
incidents of dog 
fouling. 
Local performance 
indicator for 
cleansing. 
Consult police 
regarding location 
of park equipment. 
 

 
Head of 
Environmental 
Health/Public 
cleansing 
supervisor/Capital 
projects 
officer/Community 
safety officer 

 
Crime and Disorder 
Strategy 
Local Plan 
Community Plan 
Corporate Plan 
LA21 
Sport and Leisure 
Strategy 
Play Strategy 

10. The need to 
recruit volunteers 
and to develop 
community 
interest in 
environmental 
management 
 

Provision of a 
formal network to 
support and sustain 
Friends and 
volunteer groups. 
Work with 
community and 
other groups to 
make best use of  

Promote and 
establish the 
volunteer 
Environmental 
wardens group. 
Success measured 
by number of 
volunteers and 
improved levels of  

Sustain and 
increase number of 
community 
volunteers as 
environmental 
wardens and Pride 
of the 
Borough 
volunteers. 
 

 
Promote 
established 
volunteers as 
trainers for others. 
 

Head of 
Community and 
Cultural 
Development/Grou
nds Maintenance 
Supervisor/Public 
Cleansing 
Supervisor/Country
side and  

 
Community Plan 
Corporate Plan 
LA21 



 44

Outcomes/Key 
issues 

Indicators Targets Year 1  
2007-08 

Targets Year 2 
2008-09 

Targets Year 3 
2009-10 

Responsibility  Cross cutting 
links 

 
10. cntd…. 

 
external grant 
funding. 

 
cleanliness 

 
Identify project and 
make application 
for external funding 
in partnership with 
community group. 

  
Biodiversity Officer 

 

 
 



 45 

REFERENCES 
 

 
In compiling this strategy, reference has been made to the following publications:- 
 
 
� Oadby and Wigston Local Plan 1996-2006 
 
� Play Strategy 2006-2009 
 
� Preliminary Assessment of Open Spaces and Recreational Facilities, Baker Associates 

2003 
 
� CABE Space guidelines 2004 
 
� Leicestershire Together Local Area Agreement 2006 
 
� Oadby and Wigston Borough Council Corporate Plan 2006 
 
� Oadby and Wigston Borough Council Community Plan 
 
� ODPM Indices of Deprivation 2004 – Rank of Average Rank 
 
� SPG on Play and Open Space 
 
� Green Wedge Strategy 
 
� Environmental Strategy 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


