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PART 1 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1. The first Development Plan Document (DPD) to be prepared by the Borough 

Council is the Core Strategy. The Core Strategy DPD sets out the vision, spatial 
objectives and core policies for the future development of the Borough to 2021.  

 
1.2. The Core Strategy DPD is a key document in the Local Development 

Framework. All Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and Supplementary 
Planning Documents (SPDs) will have to be in conformity with the Core Strategy 
once it has been adopted. 

 
1.3. This document has been produced as a basis for consultation on the second 

stage of preparing Oadby and Wigston Core Strategy which will form a key part 
of the Local Development Framework (LDF). It builds upon the earlier Issues and 
Options consultation stage which took place during July and August 2005. 

 
1.4 The responses received to this Preferred Options Paper will have an important 

influence in the development of the ‘Draft Core Strategy’ which will be submitted 
to the Secretary of State. 
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Oadby and Wigston Borough Council’s Easy Guide to Forward Planning: 
 
The PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER tells you: 
 
• The preferred approach regarding future development in the Borough 
• The preferred policy options 
 
The PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER seeks your involvement to tell us: 
 
• Whether you support the Preferred Options 
• If there are any suggestions for improving the suggested Preferred Options 
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How to comment 
 
 
The Preferred Options Paper is on public consultation from Monday, 
24 April 2006 to Monday, 5 June 2006. To make your views known, 
please use one of the following methods: 
 
 

Online response form: www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk 
 

By post: Oadby & Wigston Borough Council 
Station Road 
Wigston 
Leicester 
LE18 2DR 
 

By fax: 
 

0116 2887828 

By email: planning@oadby-wigston.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact the Forward Plans Team on 
0116 288 8961. All comments must be received by 4.45 pm on 
Monday, 5 June 2006
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2. What is a Local Development Framework? 
 
2.1. A Local Development Framework is being prepared which is set to replace the 

Oadby and Wigston Local Plan. As a result of legislation provided in the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 it has led to a new planning system whereby 
Local Plans and Structure Plans are being replaced by Local Development 
Frameworks (LDF). The Borough Council is required to prepare a set of 
documents which, alongside the Regional Spatial Strategy, will form the 
Development Plan. 

 
Figure 1: The Development Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Development 
Plan 
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2.2. A Local Development Scheme has been adopted which establishes the 

programme for the preparation and consultation on the various documents which 
will make up the Local Development Framework.  

 
3. What is the Core Strategy? 
 
3.1. The Core Strategy is a strategic document setting out the vision and objectives 

and spatial strategy for the Borough with policies to facilitate sustainable delivery. 
It will identify the amount of major new development proposed in the Borough up 
to 2021 and will include a key diagram. 

 
3.2. The Core Strategy will: 
 

• contain a clear spatial vision from which spatial objectives, strategic 
policies, monitoring and implementation frameworks flow; 

 
• be guided by sustainable development principles; 

 
• be linked to the sustainable communities agenda, helping determine the 

broad location of new housing and employment land necessary to meet 
the requirements of the Regional Spatial Strategy and the Three Cities 
Sub Regional Strategy; 

 
• be in general conformity with Regional Spatial Strategy; and 

 
• articulate national policy objectives in the local context.  

4. Policy framework when creating a Core Strategy 

4.1. The Core Strategy is not a stand alone document but is linked to other plans and 
strategies to give a holistic approach to planning. It will be devised in accordance 
with guidance from the national, regional, sub-regional and local levels.  

4.2. National guidance is in the form of Planning Policy Guidance notes (PPGs) and 
Planning Policy Statements (PPSs). These set out the Government's policies on 
different aspects of planning.  

4.3. The East Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy and the Leicestershire, Leicester 
and Rutland Structure Plan provide regional and sub regional guidance relating 
to the conservation of resources and the environment and the type, amount and 
distribution of development to be accommodated in Oadby and Wigston.  

 
4.4. Three particularly important documents at the local level that relate to the Local 

Development Framework (LDF) are Local Agenda 21 Strategy ‘Our World - Our 
Future’, the Oadby & Wigston Community Plan and the South Wigston 
Regeneration Masterplan. In August and October 2003 the Council undertook 
public consultation on the ‘Envision: Planning Our Future’ Issues Papers. 
Representations made during this consultation have played a major part in the 
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information gathering stage of preparing the Core Strategy Preferred Options 
Document. 

 
5. What is the Preferred Options Report? 

5.1. The Preferred Options Report set out the local authority’s preferred approach 
regarding future development in the Borough following the Issues and Options 
consultation. 

5.2. The preferred policy options should be considered in terms of conformity with 
national and regional planning policy, deliverability and local accessibility. The 
Preferred Options Report is accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal Report 
which assesses the preferred options in terms of sustainable development. 

6. What has happened so far? 
 
6.1. The community have been involved throughout the preparation of the Core 

Strategy. An early consultation exercise was undertaken in August and 
September 2003 to determine the most important issues facing the Borough. A 
further round of engagement was carried out at the Issues and Options stage 
during July and August 2005. Responses were sought on the issues set out in 
the consultation document. Respondents were also encouraged to outline any 
other issues that they considered of importance for the Borough. 

 
7. Next steps 
 
7.1. The Borough Council will consider carefully all representations received and, 

where appropriate, seek to resolve objections. This document will then be 
developed into a ‘Draft Core Strategy’ and submitted to the Secretary of State. 

 
7.2. The submitted document will be made available for another statutory six week 

period during which formal representations can be made. 
 
7.3. All representations received will be considered at an examination to be 

conducted by an independent Planning Inspector. The Inspector will test the 
‘soundness’ of the document and the Inspectors Report will be binding on the 
Borough Council.  
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8. Key Statistics about the Borough of Oadby & Wigston 
 
8.1. The Borough is situated on the south-eastern side of the City of Leicester and is 

the smallest district in Leicestershire. It neighbours the districts of Blaby, 
Harborough and Leicester City. It is urban in character and consists of three 
towns including Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, although a significant part 
of the Borough is countryside. 

 
Key facts 
(Source: 2001 Census) 
 
Area     23.52km  
Population 
Total     55,795 
Male     27,190 
Female    28,605  
 
Density 
Number of people (per hectare)  23.7 
 
Housing 
Average household size  2.45 
Owner occupied   18,731 
Vacant household spaces  445 
 
Household composition 
One person households  5,714 
Married couple households  9,099 
Cohabiting households  1,607 
Lone parent households  1,837 
All other households   3,665 
  
Marital status (all people aged over 16) 
Single (never married)  11,819 
Married or re-married   25,261 
Separated or divorce   3,939  
Widowed    3,697 
 
Work 
Employed    25,374 
Unemployed    1,303 
Student    2,748 
Retired     6,224 
Looking after home/family  1,831 
Permanently sick or disabled  1,369 

Other inactive    771 
 
Travel to work 
By car     18,050 
By public transport                              2,812

Hastings House, Oadby 

Housing development, South Wigston 

Grand Union Canal 
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9. The Spatial Vision and Objectives 
 
9.1. The proposed spatial vision draws upon and assimilates policies and proposals 

from the wide range of plans and strategies, together with the research and 
consultation that has been carried out on developing the Local development 
Framework. The vision is central to delivering the land-use aspects of the 
Community Plan.  

 
9.2. enVision: Planning Our Future has brought local development issues to the 

attention of the community, with participation from residents, community 
leaders, developers and other stakeholders. With sustainability as a major 
consideration of policy planning, the strategic vision attempts to capture the 
overall direction of the Borough. 

 
9.3. The proposed vision is for the Borough of Oadby and Wigston is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.4. Fourteen spatial objectives have been developed with reference to the 

outcomes of public consultation and documents such as the Community Plan 
and Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report. These set the context for the key 
spatial policy directions that the Core Strategy aims to deliver. The spatial 
objectives will help to provide a framework for developing appropriate indicators 
and targets for monitoring purposes 

 

SO1 

 
Develop a balanced housing market by providing adequate affordable 
housing and a variety of choices to meet local needs and forecasts. 
 

SO2 

 
Concentrate new development on previously developed land and 
encourage medium to high density land use on suitable sites across 
the Borough. 
 

SO3 

 
Promote and implement sustainable high quality design and preserve 
local aesthetic character. 
 

SO4 

 
Encourage mixed use development that integrates housing with 
employment, leisure and retail activity within the existing infrastructure.  
 

SO5 

 
Make adequate provision of employment land based on local needs 
and forecasts, ensuring a breadth of job types. 
 

 
Our  v i s io n  i s  t o  ac h ie ve  e xc e l l en ce  i n  t he  qu a l i t y  o f  ou r  
n a tu r a l  a nd  b u i l t  e nv i r onm ent .  We  as p i re  t o  hav e  a  
p l an n in g  f r am ework  embr ac ed  by  t he  e n t i r e  commu n i t y  
t h a t  w i l l  r es u l t  i n  a  s us t a i na b le  Bor oug h .  
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SO6 

 
Enhance mobility within the Borough and promote the use and 
development of sustainable transport (including public transport, 
cycling and walking) ensuring good access to facilities and services for 
the entire community. 
 
 
Support the role of Town Centres by developing strategies for 
regeneration, investment and growth. 
 

SO8 

 
Promote healthy lifestyles by providing access to health services and 
ensuring leisure facilities are available throughout the Borough. 
 

SO9 

 
Build a safe and cohesive Borough by empowering community groups 
and developing public buildings and spaces that encourage interaction 
and understanding. 

SO10 

 
Promote the effective management and enhancement of the 
Borough’s wildlife and natural habitat whilst contributing to the 
achievement of BAP targets. 
 

SO11 

 
Protect and enhance the Green Wedges by limiting development to 
appropriate uses. 
 

SO12 

 
Encourage the preservation of historically significant buildings, 
archaeological sites, parks and other cultural assets providing 
opportunities for people to access and understand local heritage. 
 

SO13 

 
Allow only small scale development in the countryside with emphasis 
on employment and leisure uses and residential development 
essential to the needs of the rural community. 
 

SO14 

 
Achieve development that is respectful of the natural environment.  
Contribute to regional, national and global initiatives to educate the 
public, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, reduce flood risk, minimise 
waste and develop renewable energy resources.   
 

 
 
10. Preferred Approach – Policies and Principles 
 
10.1 The Council’s preferred policy approaches are grouped by subject area, 

reflecting likely chapter headings in the Core Strategy: 
 

• Achieving Sustainable Development 
• Town Centres and Regeneration 
• Transport & Accessibility 
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• Greenfield Land, Natural Environment and Biodiversity 
• Built Environment, Culture and Heritage 
• Balanced Housing Markets 
• Employment Provision and Fostering Enterprise 
• Community Facilities, Leisure and Recreation 

 
10.2 Each spatial approach is detailed on a separate proforma, with each proforma 

arranged as follows: 
 

• The policy theme indicates the general subject area within which the 
subject to be addressed falls. 

• The preferred approach links to the option(s) from the Issues and 
Options stage that will be pursued 

• The other strategies/policy considerations indicates links to relevant 
other plans and programmes that have influenced work to date 

• The reason for preferred option choice sets out the justification for 
the approach that is being proposed 

• The alternative and reasons for rejection are other options that could 
reasonably be pursued in dealing with the policy area, but which have 
not been selected as the Council’s preferred approach; and 

• The potential policies and links to strategic objectives puts forward 
some suggested policies and the objectives they are intended to 
address 

 
10.3 In some cases no reasonable alternatives have been identified or policies have 

been drafted that do not strictly link to proposed objectives or options. This is 
usually because the general approach to be followed is set out in national or 
strategic guidance. 

 
11. Key Diagram 
 
11.1. The key diagram illustrates how various types of development and land uses 

will relate together. It shows the broad strategy, drivers for change and the land 
use constraints for the Borough in diagrammatic format, including: 

 
• where the built up (urban) areas of the Borough are; 
• what area of the Borough is in the countryside and areas designated as 

important open spaces for example Green Wedges; 
• the general extent of the town centres and the location of 

neighbourhood shopping facilities; 
• areas where there are regeneration priorities which require specific 

action plans; 
• the main transport routes through the Borough; 
• constraints to development such as known contaminated land (know as 

Cordon Sanitares); and 
• the location and extent of the main bodies of water. 

 


