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1.0 NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

1.1 Introduction 

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council (OWBC) is the Local Planning Authority for the Borough of 
Oadby and Wigston in South Leicestershire.  OWBC is in the process of preparing a Local 
Development Framework (LDF) for the Borough.  The LDF will set out guidelines for the 
development of the Borough (up to 2016) and replace the current Oadby and Wigston Local Plan. 
 
The first document to be produced as part of the LDF is the Core Strategy Development Plan 
Document (DPD).  This will set out the principal elements of the planning framework for Oadby 
and Wigston Borough. It will comprise a spatial vision from which spatial objectives, strategic 
policies and a monitoring and implementation framework will be developed.  
 
White Young Green Environmental (WYGE) has been commissioned by OWBC to undertake a 
combined Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of their 
Core Strategy DPD.  For ease the combined approach is simply referred to as SA throughout this 
summary and the associated Sustainability Report.   
 

1.2 Development of the Sustainability Appraisal Framework 

In June 2005 a SA framework was developed by WYGE.  The development of the SA framework 
resulted in the production of a SA Scoping Report which details the outcome of the following 
activities:  

 
• Consultation through the distribution of a questionnaire and consultation forum. 
• Review of other plans and programmes of relevance to the LDF process.   
• Collation of social, economic and environmental baseline data. 
• Identification of the current social, economic and environmental situation in Oadby and 

Wigston Borough. 
• Identification of key sustainability issues. 
• Development of SA objectives.  
 
This SA framework will be used to appraise all the DPDs which make up the Oadby and Wigston 
LDF including the Core Strategy DPD.   
 

1.3 Issues and Options Appraisal 

OWBC published a Core Strategy Issues and Options Paper in July 2005 which set out the key 
issues affecting land use and potential options for development in Oadby and Wigston Borough.  
WYGE appraised the potential options contained within the Issues and Options Paper using the 
SA framework. 
 
The issues and options appraisal enabled the social / economic / environmental acceptability of 
potential options for development to be determined.  Changes to the options or mitigation 
measures were recommended to reduce potential adverse effects and maximise beneficial 
effects.   

 
It should be noted that the issues and options appraisal was a tool for informing decision making 
by OWBC.  No priority was given to social / economic / environmental factors and as such the 
role of the issues and options appraisal was to highlight sustainability implications rather than 
recommending appropriate options for implementation.   
 

1.4 Core Strategy Preferred Options Appraisal 

Following a period of consultation on the Issues and Options Paper OWBC has developed their 
Core Strategy Preferred Options Report. This sets out their preferred approach regarding future 
development in the Borough and potential policies for the Core Strategy DPD.  These Core 
Strategy policies have been appraised by WYGE using the SA framework.  Implementation of the 
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policies will have a number of significant social / economic / environmental effects.   
 

1.5 Significant Effects of the Core Strategy Policies  

Some of the potential policies within the Core Strategy Preferred Options Report will encourage 
developments which will involve significant construction works.  Large scale construction work is 
likely to result in a number of temporary minor adverse effects upon the environment. For 
example the use of natural resources; the generation of construction waste for disposal; the 
generation of dust and emissions to air; and the risk of pollution incidents.  Energy and water 
consumption and the amount of domestic/commercial waste for disposal are also likely to 
increase once the developments are operational.   
 
New developments may also have permanent adverse effects upon biodiversity resources; 
cultural heritage and archaeological resources and their settings; geological resources; and the 
landscape value of the development site and its surroundings.  New development may also place 
additional demand on transport infrastructure; education facilities; health facilities; utilities 
infrastructure; and leisure/recreational opportunities in the Borough. 
 
Potential policy CS1 identifies where development in Oadby and Wigston Borough will be 
focused; the focus being on the main service centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston. It 
also identifies Kilby Bridge as a hamlet where small scale development is appropriate. By 
encouraging development in the main service centres this policy will have a beneficial effect on 
improving access to services.  It will also help improving air quality and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by reducing the need to travel.  In order for these benefits to be maximised it is 
important to ensure the provision of a frequent, efficient and high quality public transport system 
in the Borough and encourage walking and cycling through the creation of with well-lit footpaths 
and cycleways.    
 
Potential policy CS2 outlines the sequential approach that will be applied to the selection of land 
for development. It gives priority to previously developed land over and above development in 
rural areas and on greenfield land and will therefore optimise the use of previously developed 
land, buildings and existing infrastructure. 
 
Potential policy CS3 outlines considerations for development in the town centres.  This policy will 
have a beneficial effect by improving access to services; health services; education; and 
employment opportunities especially from residential properties that are part of mixed use 
developments in the town centre.     
 
Potential policy CS4 identifies the need for the development of Masterplans, Area Action Plans 
and / or site development briefs where regeneration schemes or large scale change is planned. 
This policy should help promote and support the empowerment of local communities in creating 
and implementing solutions that meet their needs and assist in the creation of cohesive 
communities.   
 
Potential policy CS5 sets out proposals for the protection of land related to the development and 
enhancement of transport infrastructure.  Highway infrastructure improvements may result in 
adverse effects upon the natural and historic environment and encourage car use.  Therefore 
prior to any highway infrastructure improvements taking place the environmental impacts should 
be quantified through a series of ecological surveys; Flood Risk Assessments; Landscape 
Character Assessments; and archaeological assessments.   
 
Potential policy CS6 states how new development and services should be located and designed 
so as to reduce the need to travel in particular by private cars.  Encouraging the use of alternative 
forms of transport to the car will help to ensure good accessibility to services.  However highway 
infrastructure improvements may result in adverse effects upon the natural and historic 
environment.  Highway improvements may also encourage increased car use and have an 
adverse effect upon air quality and climate change. 
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Potential policy CS7 outlines how existing Green Wedges will be safeguarded and defines the 
purpose of Green Wedges. This will help to protect and enhance the landscape and green 
spaces in the Borough; biodiversity within the Green Wedges will also be protected 
 
Potential policy CS8 outlines the land uses that are considered appropriate in Green Wedges.  
Encouraging development for outdoor leisure and recreation will have a beneficial effect upon 
health and help increase participation in leisure activities.  However the development of roads as 
permitted under CS8 may encourage increased car use and have an adverse effect upon air 
quality and climate change. 
 
Potential policy CS9 outlines the types of development that will be allowed in the rural urban 
fringe.  Development will only be permitted unless a number of criteria are met.  However if 
development is permitted there could be adverse effects on biodiversity and the landscape.  
Therefore prior to any development in the rural urban fringe taking place environmental impacts 
should be quantified through a series of ecological surveys; Flood Risk Assessments; Landscape 
Character Assessments; and archaeological assessments.   
 
Potential policy CS10 outlines the criteria that will be applied to any development that is 
considered to be acceptable in the countryside.  This policy is likely to have a beneficial effect 
upon housing; education; and employment provision particularly with respect to rural residents.  
Large scale development will only be permitted unless a number of criteria are met.  However if 
development is permitted there could be adverse effects on biodiversity and the landscape.  
Therefore prior to any development in the rural urban fringe taking place environmental impacts 
should be quantified through a series of ecological surveys; Flood Risk Assessments; Landscape 
Character Assessments; and archaeological assessments.   
 
Potential policy CS11 outlines how the restoration, re-creation and enhancement of green 
infrastructure and biological diversity will be actively promoted.  This policy is therefore likely to 
have a beneficial effect by protecting and enhancing the natural environment (species and 
habitats) whilst contributing to the achievement of Biodiversity Action Plan targets through the 
encouragement of habitat creation schemes.  

 
Potential policy CS12 outlines the conditions that will be imposed on developments to ensure the 
protection and conservation of sites of geological significance. 
 
Potential policy CS13 outlines how flood risk and protection of the water environment will be 
taken into account when meeting new development needs. This policy is therefore likely to have a 
beneficial effect on the water environment by ensuring the prudent management of water 
resources; water quality improvements; protection of the floodplain; and protection against flood 
risk.   
 
Potential policy CS14 outlines how development proposals should incorporate on site renewable 
energy generation and energy saving technologies in order to help reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions.  This policy will help to minimise energy use and encouraging high standards of 
sustainable design and construction. 
 
Potential policy CS15 outlines how energy derived from renewable sources will be encouraged 
with particular focus upon the wider environmental benefits of utilising renewable energy sources.  
This policy will assist in the development of renewable energy resources and the reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Prior to renewable energy developments taking place their 
environmental impacts should be quantified through a series of ecological surveys; Flood Risk 
Assessments; Landscape Character Assessments; and archaeological assessments.   
 
Potential policy CS16 states that new developments and buildings will need to incorporate 
sustainable design and construction principles.  This policy will help promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design and construction. 
 
Potential policy CS17 relates to the protection and enhancement of historic and cultural 
resources.  The protection of these assets will have a beneficial effect upon the preservation and 
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enhancement of the character, appearance and setting of archaeological sites, historic buildings, 
conservation sites, historic parks and other cultural assets.   
 
Potential policy CS18 states that the local landscape character of the Borough should be 
protected and enhanced.  This will have a beneficial effect by protecting and enhancing the 
landscape and green spaces in the Borough. 
 
Potential policy CS19 outlines proposals for the release of housing land supply including the 
criteria to be taken into account when allocating sites.  This policy will have a beneficial effect by 
ensuring the provision of housing that meets local needs.  Prior to any housing developments 
being constructed the environmental impacts should be quantified through a series of ecological 
surveys; Flood Risk Assessments; Landscape Character Assessments; and archaeological 
assessments.   
 
Potential policy CS20 states how residential developments will need to include affordable housing 
to meet identified local needs.  This policy will have a beneficial effect by ensuring the provision of 
affordable housing that meets local needs. 
 
Potential policy CS21 states that new housing development needs to take into account 
specialized accommodation needs.  This policy will have a beneficial effect by ensuring the 
provision of decent specialized housing that meets local needs. 

 
Potential policy CS22 outlines criteria that will be applied to any proposals for Gypsy and 
Traveller pitch development in the Borough. This policy will have a beneficial effect by ensuring 
the provision of accommodation for gypsies and travellers. 
 
Potential policy CS23 outlines proposals for the release of employment land supply including the 
criteria to be taken into account when allocating sites for employment.  This policy will have a 
beneficial effect by ensuring the access to employment opportunities.  Prior to any employment 
developments being constructed the environmental impacts should be quantified through a series 
of ecological surveys; Flood Risk Assessments; Landscape Character Assessments; and 
archaeological assessments.   
 
Potential policy CS24 sets out the requirements for developer contributions that will be sought to 
secure provision of community infrastructure.  Depending upon what types of contributions are 
sought this policy has the potential to have a number of positive effects.  Examples of initiatives 
that developer contributions could be sought to fund include: educational provision and public 
transport improvements; community / townscape enhancement schemes; waste minimisation / 
recycling initiatives; and habitat / biodiversity enhancements in the Borough.   
 
Potential policy CS25 is concerned with the provision of adequate and well located leisure and 
recreation facilities to meet the needs of local residents.  This policy will help provide opportunities 
for local people to participate in leisure and recreational activities.   
 
Potential policy CS26 seeks to encourage sustainable tourism growth and outlines proposals for 
restoration of the Grand Union Canal and tourism development around Kilby Bridge.  This policy 
may result in increased amounts of traffic flowing in and out of the Borough and may have an 
adverse effect upon air quality and climate change.  It is important to ensure adequate provision 
of public transport, walking and cycling linkages to tourist developments in order to minimise the 
use of the private car by tourists.  In addition prior to the construction the environmental impacts 
of any tourism developments should be quantified through a series of ecological surveys; Flood 
Risk Assessments; Landscape Character Assessments; and archaeological assessments.   
 

 


