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SECTION ONE 
 

Introduction 
 
1.1 The Public Realm Strategy Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is a 

planning policy document that focuses on public realm and public spaces within 

the Borough of Oadby and Wigston. The document will supplement current and 

emerging planning policies contained within the Saved Local Plan, the Core 

Strategy and the Town Centres Area Action Plan. 
 
1.2 The Borough of Oadby and Wigston is compact, urban in nature and adjoins 

the southern boundary of Leicester City. As set out in the Core Strategy, and the 

Town Centres Area Action Plan, the town centre of Wigston and the two district 

centres of Oadby and South Wigston are fundamental to the aspirations, 

improvements and development of the entire Borough. Allied to this, must be an 

improvement in the quality of the Borough’s public realm. The Borough Council 

must develop a vision for its streets and spaces of the three centres, to improve, 

not only their image, but to establish a better position for potential investment.  
 

Structure of the Document 
 

1.3 The following Supplementary Planning Document will be broken down into 

specific areas, starting with an introduction to public realm and policy influences, 

then onto specific issues relating to existing public realm and vision for the 

Borough, and then finally looking at design principles and use of materials in key 

areas, proposed policies and monitoring and maintenance. 

 

Policy Principles 
 

National Policy and Guidance 

 

Planning Policy Statement 1   

1.4 The government’s overall approach and key principles for planning are 

embedded within Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable 

Development (PPS1). The document encourages sustainable development 

through high quality design and urban regeneration, which in turn promotes new 

opportunities for communities and economic growth.  

 

1.5 Planning Policy Statement 1 suggests that high quality and inclusive design 

‘ensures attractive usable, durable and adaptable places and is a key element in 

achieving sustainable development…as well as creating well-mixed and 

integrated developments which avoid segregation and have well-planned public 

spaces that bring people together and provide opportunities for physical activity 

and recreation’. Through high quality and inclusive design, we can ensure that 
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places function to their full capability and add to the overall character and quality 

of an area.  

 

Planning Policy Statement 4 

1.6 Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth, 

states that local authorities need to promote the vitality and viability of town and 

other significant centres as important places for the community, by ensuring ‘high 

quality and inclusive design which takes the opportunities available for improving 

the character and quality of the area and the way it functions…and by offering a 

wide range of services to communities in an attractive and safe environment’.  

 

Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 

1.7 Planning Policy Guidance 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and 

Recreation, suggests that well designed and integrated open spaces within an 

urban environment, act as ‘green lungs’ and can have significant benefits on 

health and well being, the promotion of social inclusion and community cohesion 

and supporting urban renaissance. 

 

Draft National Planning Policy Framework 

1.8 The government’s Draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

promotes the delivery of high quality inclusive design. It suggests that local 

authorities should plan positively for the achievement of high quality design for all 

development, including public and private spaces. It also states that plans and 

strategies should develop robust and comprehensive policies that set out the 

quality of all development.  

 

Local Policy 

 

1.9 The Borough Council’s adopted Core Strategy is very much in favour of 

creating high quality spaces that are well connected and encourage the use of 

sustainable modes of transport, such as cycling, walking and public transport. In 

particular, policies 2 and 14 prescribe all development that incorporates public 

spaces and connections, to be of high design quality, promote vitality and 

maximise economic potential. 

 

1.10 The Council’s Town Centres Area Action Plan and South Wigston 

Regeneration Masterplan seek to achieve the (re) development of high quality 

public realm within the Borough’s main centres. Policy 11: Public Realm of the Area 

Action Plan suggests that all significant built development proposals set in the 

masterplan should include improvements to the public realm. Other key threads of 

Policy 11 are the prioritising of the pedestrian over other forms of transport and the 

need for all public realm improvements to be of the highest standard and quality 

of design. 
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Best Practice Guidance 

 

By Design 

1.11 In 2000 the Department for Environment, Transport and the Regions (DETR), 

published ‘By Design: Urban design in the planning system – towards better 

practice’, with the key aim of promoting higher standards in urban design. By 

Design suggests that ‘good design can help create lively places with distinct 

character; streets and public spaces that are safe, accessible and pleasant to use 

and human in scale; and places that inspire’. Within the document are a series of 

principles that can contribute towards the creation of high quality public realm, for 

example, the creation of a successful network of open and green spaces, streets 

and spaces that are well overlooked, and works of art and street furniture that are 

integrated into the design of public spaces, which contribute to an areas identity 

and sense of place. 

  

Manual for Streets 

1.12 In 2007, the Department for Communities and Local Government and the 

Department for Transport published the ‘Manual for Streets’. The document 

suggests that streets are the arteries of communities, with a community’s success 

depending on how well it is connected to local services and the wider world. The 

aim of the document is to assist in the creation of streets that meet the needs of all 

users in a well connected network, by embodying the principles of inclusive 

design. It suggests that people should be at the heart of the design process and 

‘streets should not be designed just to accommodate the movement of motor 

vehicles. It is important that designers place a high priority on meeting the needs 

of pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users, so that growth in these modes of 

transport is encouraged’. 

 

6C’s Design Guide 

1.13 The 6C’s Design Guide is a joint document by the 6 counties and cities within 

the East Midlands based upon highways, transportation and development. Rather 

than the rigidity of the previously structured approach to highway, transportation 

and development design, the document seeks to create more individuality and 

allow for innovative ways of working. It wants development to better reflect its 

situation and local character, as well as providing development that enhances 

the locale, whilst still being safe, accessible and attractive. 
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Aim of the Public Realm Strategy 
 

1.14 The Borough’s town, district and local centres are a focus for ‘civic pride’, 

and are places where the community interacts on a daily basis. They are also 

places where businesses serve the population. Improvement to public realm in 

each of the centres, paralleled with cleaner and safer streets will encourage 

increased use and impact positively upon the local economy.  

 

1.15 The aim of this Public Realm Strategy is to add value to the policies in the 

Town Centres Area Action Plan and the implementation of development schemes 

in the town and district centres, other regeneration areas, and the wider Borough. 

It also sets out best practice and new standards and style. It seeks to give 

guidance as to how the streets can be reclaimed by pedestrians and bring the 

environmental standards up to a level commensurate with the status afforded the 

centres by the Town Centre Area Action Plan and the Core Strategy. 

Improvements to the Public Realm of the three centres will create a sense of pride, 

local distinctiveness and a positive identity that generates social and economic 

confidence. 

 

1.16 This public realm strategy has been prepared in draft prior to consultation 

with the key interests in the Borough and prior to any funding being identified to 

implement any of the proposals. However, having an agreed document will be 

the opportunity to move quickly to implementation should finances/funding 

become available, for example, through the Section 106 process. 

 

1.17 This document provides a strategic basis for environmental enhancements 

and sets out the improvements which are necessary to transform the Borough’s 

public realm.  

 

1.18 It is intended that the Public Realm Strategy be formally adopted as a 

Supplementary Planning Document. To this end, the Public Realm Strategy will 

apply to any new development where there is public access or where 

development is likely to have an impact on the public realm. 
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Who is the Strategy for? 
 

1.19 The Public Realm Strategy is for the following: 

 

Those proposing new development 

 

• The relevant departments of Oadby and Wigston Borough Council and 

Leicestershire County Council that are proposing public realm improvements, 

design, landscape design, and engineering (for example, street scene, traffic 

management, highways, and maintenance);  

 

• Oadby and Wigston Borough Council departments whose decisions have an 

impact on the public realm, for example, through licensing of uses, advertising, 

and other consents; 

 

• Other public sector bodies proposing new developments; 

 

• Developers, planners, transport planners, urban and landscape designers, 

architects, transport engineers, waste management and public realm 

management professionals. 

 

Those with an interest in new development 

 

• Citizens of the Borough with an interest in the planning and design issues; 

 

• Local amenity groups and other stakeholders, for example Friends of the Peace 

Memorial Park; 

 

• Statutory Consultees, for example Highways Agency, Environment Agency, 

Police, etc; 

 

• National, Countywide and local public sector bodies funding or partnering 

public realm projects, for example Leicestershire County Council; and 

 

• Council planning and economic development officers with responsibilities in 

development control, Section 106 agreements, policy, urban design, 

landscape design, and engineering (street scene, traffic management, 

highways, and maintenance). 
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SECTION TWO 
 

Setting the Scene 
 

2.1 Initially, the Borough consisted of two distinct settlements - Oadby and 

Wigston. Oadby, a large village by the 1860s, established itself around agriculture. 

It expanded rapidly in the late 

1800’s and early 1900’s as wealthy 

Leicester City businessmen, mainly 

factory owners in the shoe and 

stocking industry, built large family 

houses immediately to the north 

west of the village in close proximity 

to Leicester City. These houses still 

remain as fine examples of the Arts 

and Crafts movement, with many 

now in the ownership of the 

University of Leicester which 

established its Oadby Campus after 

the Second World War. 

 

 

2.2 Wigston, originally two settlements, was amalgamated into Wigston Magna 

in 1529. The two settlements were linked by a series of ‘Lanes’ which still remain 

today. The canal and railway brought further growth to what had been a 

predominantly agricultural 

community, resulting in further 

development to meet industrial 

and housing needs. 

 

2.3 South Wigston, a new town 

developed in the late nineteenth 

century (by Orson Wright) follows 

the tradition of setting up ‘model’ 

towns by Victorian philanthropists. 

Unlike other ‘model’ towns of the 

time though, it was not just 

intended to house workers of the 

local brickyard. Other commercial 

premises, particularly associated 

with the clothing industry were 

established right from the start. The railway was key to this development. 

 

 

 
Footnote: Top – a historic photograph of London Road in Oadby. Bottom – a historic photograph of Leicester Road in 

Wigston 
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2.4 During the 1960’s and 70’s significant change took place within the Borough 

of Oadby and Wigston. Both Wigston and Oadby centres saw major 

redevelopment, with the majority of their heritage and historical buildings lost, 

whereas, South Wigston’s centre has remained relatively unchanged, and has 

kept its historical character.  

2.5 Throughout the centres of 

Oadby and Wigston, it is 

apparent that there have been  

some attempts at Public Realm 

improvement measures; however, 

they have been sporadic and 

‘pocketed’ particularly with 

regard to surfacing, with little 

evidence of an overall larger 

vision. These pockets of improved 

Public Realm, sit uncomfortably 

within the current streetscape, in 

particular, the pedestrianised Bell 

Street, in Wigston and The Parade 

in Oadby.  

 

 

2.6 During 2007, improvement to South Wigston’s core public realm was 

completed. Paving, kerb stones and tree surrounds were improved, as well as 

some street furniture, including bollards, seating, litter bins, railing and cycle 

racking. The vision of improving the public realm within South Wigston along Blaby 

Road, was to create a more uniform and consistent palette of materials that 

reflected the existing historical character of the locale. Although recent works took 

place to improve the public realm within South Wigston’s centre, more can be 

achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Footnote: Top – a historic photograph of Blaby Road in South Wigston. 
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Defining Public Realm 

 

2.7 The Borough’s streets and public spaces are a public service that is available 

for use 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, all year round. With this demand comes a 

need for public spaces that are of high quality, designed to be efficient and are 

flexible for different users needs. 

 

2.8 For the purpose of this document ‘Public Realm’ can be defined as the 

following: 

 

‘Public spaces between buildings and structures that are of the built and/or natural 

environment, that are open and accessed for free by the public’ 

 

Photograph of Peace Memorial Park in Wigston 
 

2.9 Public spaces included in the above definition would include – streets, 

pavements and relevant highway, public squares, pedestrian green spaces (such 

as Burtons Corner towards the north of The Parade in Oadby), urban parks (a good 

example being Peace Memorial Park in Wigston), and other pedestrian networks, 

such as the historical Lanes in Wigston that connect north to south and east to 

west. 

 

2.10 The document however goes further than just highlighting the spaces, and 

looks in detail at the sort of items that would be used within the defined spaces. 

Examples of these items are; seating, bollarding or railings, litter bins, bus stops, and 

lighting (which would all come under the generic term of Street Furniture), signage 

and markings (both vehicular and pedestrian), public art and planting. 
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Areas This Document Deals With 
 

2.11 With the Borough being diverse in so many ways, a Borough-wide 

approach to Public Realm would be inappropriate and too generic. Standard 

public realm design principles for the entire Borough would stifle the rich diversity 

and heritage, restrict unique identity and curb innovative design. Although, this 

document will seek to improve all public realm in the Borough through some 

overarching policies and principles, it will concentrate on the three main centres 

of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston. 

 

 
Aerial photograph depicting the coverage of the Public Realm Strategy 

 

2.12 All three of the centres have either an adopted regeneration Masterplan 

or an emerging Area Action Plan. This strategy will complement these 

documents and provide greater guidance in terms of the public realm that is 

subject to change as part of the plans, as well other schemes coming forward 

outside of the areas defined in the plans. 
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Overview of Current Issues and Challenges with Public 

Realm 
 

Clear and Cohesive Design Principles 

 

2.13 The Borough Council currently has a rolling street furniture replacement 

programme that seeks to create a unique Borough identity as well as reflecting 

the corporate image.  

 

2.14 The majority of the Borough’s public realm surfacing lacks a coherent 

structure and comprises a palette of many different materials that have little 

cohesion. Ad hoc public realm surfacing improvement, utilities reinstatement or 

replacement, patch repairs, and cluttering of signage and road markings add to 

a lack of consistency and contribute to a poor visual appearance of the 

streetscape in general.  

 

2.15 The public realm redevelopment that took place within South Wigston 

intended to formalise and uniform the centres streets and street furniture. The 

main shopping street of Blaby Road, post development, does have a relatively 

consistent palette and use of materials, however more could be done in 

reducing street clutter and the over reliance of bollarding and railing to restrict 

and direct pedestrian flow. It is however, a good example of how a consistent 

use of materials and palette can quickly improve an area. 

 

2.16 Having clear and cohesive principles for the choice of materials, design, 

quality and location of street furniture, signage and planting, and their 

coordination with higher level strategies play an important role in raising the 

quality of the Borough’s streetscape. 

 

Loss of Heritage and Local Distinctiveness 

 

2.17 The wider Borough, town and district centres and Conservation Areas are 

in danger of losing their distinct character and charm, as a result of informal use 

of materials that do not have a particular historical association with the area. 

Public realm design and initiatives need to take account of the locale and its 

heritage or ‘local’ designs, in order to negate any loss of heritage, local 

distinctiveness and/or character.  

 

2.18 A particular issue, especially within areas that still have original paving 

materials, is utility reinstatement. As shown below, within the ‘Street Audit’ 

section, the required due care and attention to detail is not always taken when 

reinstating or matching original materials. 

 

2.19 According to ‘Streets for All’ (English Heritage), having a clear identity for 

streets that have a historical or distinctive character can have a significant 

influence on inward investment and sense of place. It is suggested that 

commerce and industry, particularly in the growing knowledge based sectors, 
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are greatly influenced by cultural and historical signals radiated by streets and a 

places public realm.  

 

Usage 

 

2.20 The Borough of Oadby and Wigston is a place where people from all 

cultural backgrounds can meet, interact, shop and entertain themselves. 

However, in the main, the general public environment does not encourage 

people to pause and enjoy the centres, streets, heritage, public spaces or 

facilities. In general, the public realm in each centre is not currently conducive to 

more casual behaviours, for example, extension of nightlife to streets or the 

encouraging of outdoor cafes or restaurants.  

 

2.21 The Core Strategy and the Town Centre Area Action Plans aims to 

increase, the usage of the Borough’s streets, especially within the main centres. 

Streets and public spaces need to encourage a multitude of users and usages; 

encourage greater footfall and dwell time, leading to increased economic 

spend and inward investment.   

 

User Conflict 

 

2.22 There are great demands on public realm. Public realm is part of a 24 hour 

cycle, with joggers and walkers in the early morning, to shoppers at lunchtime, 

and drinkers in the evening. All public realm needs flexibility to facilitate use by a 

wide variety of user groups. In general, public realm in the Borough is not as 

flexible as it should be and does not allow for the full range of users.  

 

2.23 Current National Government guidance, suggests that the pedestrian 

should be the number one user of streets and public realm, and that the 

motorised vehicle should not be comparable in terms of prioritisation. All users of 

the Borough’s public realm should be able to move around freely and safely and 

not feel threatened or ‘at risk’ from the motor vehicle. Changing the behaviour 

of our streets is a challenging proposition, but any improvements made are a 

step closer to the overall vision. 

 

Movement and Connections 

 

2.24 Freedom of movement is paramount if a centre is to be successful. People 

need to be able to get from one place to another, as efficiently as possible. 

Many factors play a role in ease of movement, including, how connected a 

place is, how cluttered a place is and what materials have been used to 

implement a public realm scheme. 

 

2.25 As explained in more detail later on in section four, ‘connections’ refer to 

much more than physical connections, they can be visual, interpersonal, cultural 

and environmental. The majority of the physical connections within the Borough, 

more specifically the main centres are relatively good, however improvements 

are still sought.  
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2.26 In terms of street clutter, a useful premise is ‘less is more’, for example, if 

there is no clear public benefit for the item, then it should not be placed upon 

the street or within the public realm. An abundance of road markings or 

pedestrian signage can not only cause confusion and compromise safety but 

are aesthetically displeasing and in the main unnecessary.  

 

Crime, Safety and Integration 

 

2.27 Safety and security are an essential element of successful places and 

spaces, and the overall sustainable community’s agenda. Well designed and 

positive places are attractive environments and are places free from crime and 

the fear of crime, and contribute to public quality of life. Use of the correct 

materials, and appropriate public realm design within the Borough can help 

reduce crime, the fear of crime and create a greater sense of place. 

Furthermore, improvement of public realm, whether it be through ‘Target 

Hardening’ or ‘Place Making’, can dramatically reduce anti-social behaviour on 

streets and other public spaces. As well as target hardening and place making it 

is important that any public realm design takes into account natural surveillance 

and does not integrate enclosed spaces that could be susceptible to anti social 

behaviour. In general, the Borough’s public realm is reasonably open, however 

improvements could be made, whether it be through replacement of street 

furniture or improved lighting schemes.  

 

Economic Impact 

 

2.28 Evidence illustrates that there are direct links between the quality of public 

realm and economic performance. Poor quality public realm and the 

perception of poor quality public realm can have a dramatic impact on 

footfalls, visitors, and shopper ‘stay’ times. Improvements to the Borough’s public 

realm, especially that located in town and district centres, can have an effect 

on consumer spend and inward investment. 

 

2.29 First impressions count and can have a significant effect on the vitality of 

an area. All public realm should entice the user in, prolong the length of stay and 

add to the ‘experience’, to make the user want to come back again and again. 

 

2.30 A useful example of how a public realm scheme can have a dramatic 

impact upon perceptions and footfall is Corby centre redevelopment, which 

since completion has documented significant increases in shopper numbers and 

inward investment. More information regarding best practice examples can be 

found later within this document. 
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SECTION THREE 
 

Streetscape Audit 
 

3.1 An important part of this Public Realm Strategy is the streetscape audits 

undertaken for each of the three main centres. The audits are a baseline from 

which the strategy itself stems. The audits review the streetscape as a ‘whole’ 

and consider the overall condition of the existing public realm. 

 

3.2 Specific audits for each town and district centres of Wigston, Oadby and 

South Wigston respectively were undertaken. 

 

Wigston 

 

3.3 For the purpose of the public realm 

audit, the Wigston centre has been broken 

down into three character areas; the 

Northern periphery; the Town core; and 

the Southern periphery. Note – the 

‘centre’ refers to a boundary that has 

been drawn up around Wigston for the 

purpose of this Public Realm SPD and does 

not necessarily reflect adopted or official 

town centre boundaries. 

 

Wigston Northern Periphery 

 

3.4 The Northern Periphery of Wigston, as identified for the purpose of this 

document, is made up of a mix of retail, commercial and office space uses. The 

majority of its public realm is dated with relatively narrow pedestrian paving, 

restricting the use of street furniture, 

specifically seating. 

 

3.5 The Northern Periphery has a mix of 

uses, and is not solely retail. Betting shops, 

banking establishments, car sales and public 

houses, are just a few of the different uses 

that are associated with the northern end of 

Wigston centre. A large proportion of the 

area is also designated public car parking 

(Junction Road).  

 
 

 

 

 

Footnote:  Top – map of Wigston Centre for the purposes of this Public Realm Strategy. Bottom – map of the Northern 

Periphery of Wigston. 
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3.6 Currently the northern end 

of Leicester Road is illustrated as a 

Primary Shopping frontage on the 

Proposal Map. As with most of 

Wigston, the public realm in 

general is of poor quality and lacks 

a consistent palette or use of 

materials. Utility reinstatement is 

also particularly obvious.  

 

3.7 ‘Street clutter’ is not such an 

issue within the northern periphery, 

however there is a lack of public 

seating. This lack of provision may 

well be down to the pavements 

being of a relatively narrow width, 

although could be due to a number of other reasons, such as lack of demand 

for seating in this area, or highway/pedestrian access restrictions.  

 

3.8 Pedestrian alleyways that connect the Leicester Road section of the 

northern area to the Junction Road public car park are relatively narrow, and 

are inadequately lit during hours of darkness. 

 

3.9 The Arcade shopping area located off Leicester Road in the Northern 

Zone is a pedestrian only environment with a number of retail units, ranging from 

national multiples to local fish mongers. Within the Arcade the surface paving is 

relatively consistent in material and palette, and is in a reasonable condition. 

However, redevelopment works that improve the quality of the surface materials 

should be sought.  

 
Footnote: Top – a photograph of The Arcade in Wigston. Bottom left – a photograph of a narrow passage way 

connecting Leicester Road to Junction Road car park in Wigston. Bottom right – a photograph of poor paving and 

reinstatement.  
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Wigston Core 

 

3.10 The Town Core is the most important shopping destination within Wigston, 

and includes the retail dominated areas of Bell Street, Leicester Road and The 

Arcade.  

 

3.11 Leicester Road is 

predominately retail in its use, 

however unlike Bell Street and The 

Arcade, is motor vehicle 

dominated, with the highway 

dividing either side in two. With only 

two traffic light controlled 

pedestrian crossings and two major 

road junctions without such 

crossings, Leicester Road is not 

perceived as being the most 

pedestrian friendly of shopping 

destinations. Crossing from one side 

of the pavement to the other, 

especially at peak traffic periods, is 

not the easiest. 

 

3.12 With Leicester Road being vehicular dominated; there are few defined 

areas for sitting and relaxing, whether this is by design or need. Seating, cycle 

parking and litter bins are currently concentrated on the wide expanse of 

paving situated on the corner of Leicester Road and Bell Street, creating a busy 

and cluttered space. In addition to the presence of the street furniture, there is 

an abundance of both signage and road markings which add to the cluttering. 

 

3.13 The key shopping destinations in this area have an abundance of signage 

and street clutter. 

 
Footnote: Top – map of the Core boundary of Wigston. Bottom – photographs illustrating street clutter within the Core 

area. 
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3.14 Bell Street is the main 

shopping destination within 

Wigston, with over 30 units, and 

national chains, such as 

Sainsbury’s, Boots and 

Specsavers. Being Wigston’s 

primary shopping street, most of 

Bell Street has a relatively high 

footfall and pedestrian flow. With 

the street being a shared surface 

for all users, overall width is good, 

with minimum distances at pinch 

points around 11 metres. Other 

than the far eastern end, 

adjacent to Bull Head Street, Bell 

Street is paved in small blocks, 

red, blue and yellow in colour. 

Street furniture is minimal with 

only two seating benches and a 

couple of litter bins. In terms of 

foliage, Bell Street does have a 

number of semi mature potted trees that do add greenery to a predominately 

urban space.  

 

3.15 Currently Bell Street is semi-pedestrianised in nature. Between 10am and 

4pm no vehicles are allowed to access the street (some exceptions) however, it 

is open to loading and disabled badge holders between the hours of 4pm and 

10am.  The western end or the Bell Street/Long Street/Leicester Road junction is 

cluttered and confusing. There is an overabundance of both signs and road 

markings, and the paving is inconsistent. 

 
Footnote: Top – photograph of cluttered signage and road markings. Bottom – photographs of the materials and palette 

used on Bell Street. 
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3.16 In contrast to the western end, the eastern end of Bell Street is a cul-de-

sac and has no vehicular access onto or off Bull Head Street. The eastern end 

does not share its surface between users and is defined in its layout, between 

carriageway and footway. With access points from Paddock Street public car 

park and Frederick Street (part of The Lanes network) located three quarters the 

way down Bell street, and a lack of enticement towards the eastern end, there is 

a perceived lack of footfall at the eastern end compared to that of the western 

end. 

 

Wigston Southern Periphery 

 

3.17 The Southern Periphery character area provides an important location for 

secondary retail, and community services, together with a collection of public 

and private office buildings. The 

‘neighbourhood’ feel with residential 

properties and small number of local 

shops is in strong contrast to the heavy 

volumes of traffic that is experienced, 

especially during peak times. Forming 

the entire Southern Periphery are the 

two Conservation Areas of Wigston All 

Saints and The Lanes.    

 

3.18 In general, pavement and 

footpath widths are adequate, 

however there are areas where they do 

narrow to pinch points, restricting and 

decreasing the ability for pedestrian 

flow. The pavements and pedestrian footpaths are segregated by a number of 

side road and rear access junctions, many of which are ‘blind’ to the pedestrian 

and could impact upon pedestrian safety. Similar to the presence of narrowing 

footpaths, the lack of continuity along the pedestrian frontages, causes 

unnecessary barriers to pedestrian flow and detracts from the ‘pedestrian 

experience’ and ease of movement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Footnote: Top – map of Wigston’s southern boundary. Bottom –  photographs displaying the areas poor paving condition. 
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3.19 The public realm situated within the Southern Periphery is of a sporadic 

and pocketed nature, and uses a number of different materials and designs. 

From the audit undertaken it is apparent that there is a lack of an overall wider 

vision for the public realm in this area. Many of the pavements, especially those 

opposite Peace Memorial Park to the front of Elizabeth Court, use 3 or 4, in some 

cases 5 different materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photographs illustrating the number of surfacing materials used and the general condition 

 

3.20 Peace Memorial Park located along Long Street in the Southern Periphery 

is an asset that needs safeguarding. Entrances into the park are relatively poor 

and do not encourage its use. Existing use of iron railings along the street 

frontage do provide 

definition, security, and a 

sense of arrival however 

restrict movements in and 

out of the park meaning a 

potential under appreciation 

of one of the Borough’s best 

urban assets. 

 

3.21 The park is a good 

example of a well 

maintained urban green 

space, which has a good 

mix of sporting activities 

space and more informal 

relaxation space. Furniture 

within the park is of good 

quality and has been 

designed and manufactured 

to minimise maintenance.  
 

 

Photograph of Peace Memorial park in Wigston 

 



20 

3.22 The Lanes, located within the Southern Periphery is a historical pedestrian 

network that connects Moat Street and Bell Street (north - south), and Leicester 

Road and Bull Head Street (east - west). Materials predominately consist of 

tarmacadam pathways and iron railings with the odd presence of original brick 

built walling. The majority of the pathways are narrow with high intruding hedge 

lines which prevent natural surveillance from the surrounding areas and 

properties, and create an atmosphere of apprehension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photographs illustrating the condition of The Lanes in Wigston 

 

3.23 The majority of the street furniture provided for public use along The Lanes, 

is in need of repair or replacement due to its poor state. The lamp lights used 

along the length of The Lanes are well designed and built, however like other 

street furniture are in need of attention. Vandalism is apparent at various points 

along The Lanes pedestrian pathway network also. 

 
Oadby 
 
3.24 Like Wigston, for the 
purpose of the public realm 
audit, the centre of Oadby has 
been broken down into three 
character areas the Northern 
periphery; the Core; and the 
Southern periphery. Note – the 
‘centre’ refers to a boundary 
that has been drawn up around 
Wigston for the purpose of this 
Public Realm SPD and does not 
necessarily reflect adopted or 
official town centre boundaries. 
 
 
 
 
Footnote: Bottom – map illustrating Oadby centre for the purposes of this strategy 
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Oadby Northern Periphery 

 

3.25 The majority of the Northern Periphery of Oadby’s centre is major highway 

in nature. The Harborough Road (A6) is a dual carriageway, characterised in this 

area with a 4 way traffic light 

controlled vehicular junction. There 

are a small number of retail units to 

the north, which are defined as 

Secondary Frontages within the 

Town Centres Area Action Plan. 

 

3.26 The northern area also 

includes Sandhurst Street. 

Sandhurst Street is characterised by 

a mix of residential and 

commercial plots. The majority of 

the western side of Sandhurst Street 

is terraced with semi detached 

residential units with on street 

parking provision, where as, the 

eastern side is predominately rear 

parking and service access for 

units fronting onto The Parade. As with the majority of Oadby’s centre, the 

pavements along Sandhurst Street are of poor quality and are in a bad state of 

repair. 

 

3.27 On street parking along Sandhurst Street is designated for Permit Holders or 

a short stay of 20 minutes. 

Sandhurst Street is also the only 

vehicular access route for 

Sandhurst Street public car park. 

 

3.28 Towards the northern tip of 

The Parade, there is a small 

urban pocket of green space 

(Burtons Corner) that has seating, 

litter bins, planting, public art and 

informal grassed areas. The 

surface material that runs 

through the area is block work in 

nature and, as with the street 

furniture and planting, is in 

relatively good condition. Burtons 

Corner is a distinctive gateway 

into Oadby’s centre from the 

north. 

 

 
Footnote: Top map shows the Northern Periphery of Oadby centre. Bottom is a photograph of Sandhurst Street surfacing. 
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Oadby Core 

 

3.29 Oadby’s town core is the 

principal shopping location. The 

Town Core is ‘home’ to national 

retail chains, such as Marks and 

Spencers, Cooperative and Boots, 

as well as more local stores and 

businesses. With this mix of national 

and local businesses trading side 

by side, Oadby’s core has 

something for all and appeals to a 

wide variety of potential shoppers.  

 

3.30 Bar some properties towards 

the north the majority of Oadby’s 

centre was constructed around 

the 1950’s to 1970s. Most buildings 

are of 2 or more storeys in height, however do not have an overbearing feel; in 

part down to the relatively wide carriageway and pavements. In terms of 

building aesthetics, the core of Oadby is largely devoid of high quality 

architecture and any sense of historic fabric has been lost. 

 

Photographs of poor surfacing and planting surrounds in Oadby’s Core 

 

3.31 The majority of the pavements situated within the core are of good width, 

and do allow a free movement and pedestrian flow, however, are of poor 

quality, and in a bad state of repair. The Town Centres Area Action Plan, 

specifically Policy 20, realises The Parade’s potential regarding pavement width 

and seeks to pursue opportunities for improvements to the public realm. 

Although in a poor state of repair, the wide pavements lend themselves to 

outdoor cafes and eating opportunities, as well as break-out spaces for drinking 

establishments. 
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3.32 There is currently only a single designated pedestrian crossing, which is 

traffic light signalled, to get from the east side to the west, of The Parade.  

 

3.33 The core itself has a reasonable provision of street furniture, however is of 

inconsistent design and differing quality. The pedestrian footpaths are made up 

from a variety of palettes and materials, with poor examples of utility 

reinstatement. Street clutter is also an issue within the Town Core, with numerous 

signs and road markings making movement confusing. 

Photographs illustrating the inconsistent street furniture along The Parade 
 

3.34 Towards the southern end of The Parade, vegetation in the form of mature 

pavement trees provide a break from its otherwise ‘stark’ urban form. For a well 

used retail location, that does see significant numbers of pedestrian footfall 

vehicular speeds are relatively high. There are no apparent design initiatives 

anywhere along The Parade to the lower the speeds of vehicular traffic (design 

speed). 

 

Oadby Southern Periphery 

 

3.35 The Southern Periphery of 

Oadby’s centre is where the 

transition from 1950’s to 1970’s 

commercial and retail units, to pre 

and post war residential properties 

occur. There is a dramatic change in 

the ‘feel’ and scale of the 

properties. Other than the Old 

Library Public House, which is set 

back from the carriageway building 

heights are no higher then two 

storeys in height and front directly 

onto the pavement.  

 

 

 
Map illustrating the extent of the Oadby Southern Periphery 
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3.36 Up to the junction of Brooksby Drive and The Parade, pavement widths are 

still relatively wide, however do narrow considerably once past this point. In 

terms of pavement quality and state of repair, the southern area, as with the 

northern and core, is in 

poor condition. 

Pavement areas are 

poor and have been 

haphazardly repaired 

or reinstated. 

 

3.37 The highway 

within this area does 

have designated 40 

minute maximum 

parking zones and a 

traffic light controlled 

pedestrian crossing 

situated directly outside 

of the Oadby Library.  

 

3.38 The Southern Periphery, as defined within this document, also abuts the 

Oadby London Road and St Peters Conservation Area. 

 

South Wigston  

 

3.39 Out of the three main centres within the Borough, South Wigston 

demonstrates the most historical 

character. The majority of its 

buildings were built during the late 

1800’s and were built on a parcel 

of land encased within the, then, 

Wigston to Nuneaton Railway Line, 

the Saffron Road, and the Wigston 

to Rugby Railway Line. Its form can 

be likened to the ‘model’ town’s 

philosophy of the Victorian period, 

however South Wigston differed 

from most, as it was to house not 

only brickyard workers, but also a 

wider population, as well as other 

commercial properties, particularly 

related to the hosiery industry.   

 

3.40 For the purpose of this 

document, South Wigston centre has been dissected into three main areas; the 

Northern periphery; the core; and, the Southern periphery. 

 

 
Footnote: Top – photograph illustrates poor reinstatement. Bottom – map shows South Wigston’s boundary 
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South Wigston’s Northern Periphery 

 

3.41 The majority of the northern area of South Wigston is residential in nature, 

and is characterised by one way streets. Unlike the Core (as described later) the 

public realm is relatively poor 

and in need of updating and 

redevelopment. The pavements 

are in need of attention and are 

generally a mix of different 

materials and colours. There is a 

distinct lack of street furniture, 

specifically seating, however 

this is not untypical of a 

predominately residential area. 

Similar to most areas where the 

paving is in need of attention, 

utility reinstatement is 

particularly obvious.  

 

 

3.42 The one way traffic ‘nature’ of the area brings with it a relatively high level 

of street signage and road markings. 

 

 

3.43 Very few properties within the northern area of South Wigston have off 

street parking, thus the streets are lined with motor vehicles. 

 

 

 

 
Footnote: Top – map shows the extent of South Wigston’s Northern Periphery. Bottom – photographs illustrate the level of 

signage and condition of surfacing. 
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South Wigston’s Core 

 

3.44 The Core of South Wigston is 

the centres main retail destination. 

There are an abundance of shops 

all of very differing variety and type, 

catering for both the local 

population and those slightly further 

a field.  

 

3.45 During 2007 a public realm 

improvement scheme for South 

Wigston, a partnership between 

Oadby and Wigston Borough 

Council and Leicestershire County 

Council, was completed.  

 

3.46 In general the quality and 

condition of the public realm within the 

South Wigston core is good. The 

improvement programme has had an 

impact, however more can be achieved. 

The relaying of kerbstones and some 

paving has created a safer and more 

effective pedestrian environment, 

however the abundance of railings and 

bollards seem to contradict current 

government initiatives to reduce the 

number of barriers to pedestrian 

movement.   
 

 

3.47 Street clutter, in terms of signage 

and road markings, could be reduced 

also. Utility reinstatement is not as much 

of an issue as it is within the other two 

centres of Oadby and Wigston, 

however it is something that needs 

monitoring and enforcing if needs 

must.  

 

3.48 Crossing from one side of the 

highway to the other is restricted by 

traffic light controlled pedestrian 

crossings.  
 

 
Footnote: Top map shows the Core’s boundary. Middle 

photograph illustrates the consistency in materials post 

redevelopment. Bottom photograph shows the public realm fronting South Leicestershire College.  
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3.49 Towards the far eastern end of Blaby Road, the recent completion of 

South Leicestershire College’s campus has significantly improved the streetscape 

and public realm. Innovative design and use of materials has enabled creation 

of a relatively large area of urban open space adjacent to Blaby Road public 

park. Blaby Road Park itself is a large (around 5.5 hectares) expanse of urban 

green space that is available for many differing types of informal and formal 

public uses. The park currently has minimal structure and is in need of 

enhancement works. 

 

South Wigston’s Southern Periphery 

 

3.50 Similar to the Northern periphery 

of South Wigston, the southern areas 

are predominately residential in nature, 

however are mixed with some industrial 

and commercial uses sporadically 

located. The streetscape is 

characterised by terraced housing and 

on street allocated parking. The 

majority of the southern periphery is a 

one way vehicular network, which 

brings with it an abundance of road 

signage and markings.  

 

3.51 Paving within the area is a mix of 

ageing paving slabs and tarmacadam. Some of the street corners, in particular, 

the Dunton Street and Bassett Street junction have relatively recent block work 

and street furniture, which although is refreshing and an improvement to existing 

paving, adds to the palette of differing materials, design and colours. 

 

3.52 Overall there is little consistency with paving materials or styles and there is 

a general lack of useable street furniture, for example seating and litter bins.  

 
Footnote: Top map shows the extent of the Southern Periphery. Bottom photographs illustrate sporadic improvement 

attempts and general surfacing condition. 
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The Wider Borough 

 

Similar to the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston the wider Borough 

has examples of good public realm practice as well as examples of poor public 

realm that is in need of attention and enhancement.  

 

Although this Public Realm strategy concentrates upon the three main centres, it 

is important that the public realm within the Borough as a whole is improved and 

enhanced were relevant. 

Photographs illustrating good and poor examples of public realm in the wider Borough 
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SECTION FOUR 
 

The Vision for Public Realm 
 

4.1 The purpose of the Public Realm Strategy for the Borough of Oadby and 

Wigston is; 

 

“To Create Capable, Distinctive, Accessible, Thriving, and High Quality Mixed Use 

Public Open spaces” that are; 

 

1. Safe 
 

2. High Quality and Efficient Use of Materials 

 

3. High Quality and Consistent Design 

 

4. Logical and Legible 
 

4.2 The 4 themes mentioned above are the key attributes that all Public Realm 

within the Borough should illustrate and embrace through enhancement. 

 

4.3 Since the Coalition Government took Office during 2010, there has been a 

recommitted drive to de-clutter streets and create sustainable urban centres 

that are more accessible to the pedestrian. The Secretary of State for 

Communities and Local Government suggests that streets “are being overrun by 

scruffy signs, bossy bollards, patchwork paving and railed off roads wasting 

taxpayers monies…we need to cut the clutter”. Through the Public Realm 

Strategy the Council wish to create public realm and spaces that are more 

logical, legible and usable.  

 

4.4 There needs to be an innovative approach to integrating movement in 

streets and spaces, which doesn’t necessarily follow the ‘boundaries of 

traditional and conventional solutions’. Existing or proposed barriers should be 

removed to allow for more accessible streets that encourage pedestrians to 

roam and not be constricted by street clutter or signage. An over reliance on 

street signage, barriers, markings, and unnecessary furniture, create spaces that 

are illogical, confusing and restrictive to the pedestrian. 
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Photographs of the New Road in Brighton 

 

4.5 The pedestrian should be the Key component of Public Realm design. 

Design should ‘turn the tables’ on conventional ways of thinking and make the 

motorised vehicle second to the pedestrian and other sustainable modes of 

transport. We should be encouraging pedestrian access, use and travel within 

our town centres, and discouraging the use of the motorised vehicle were 

possible.  

 

 
Extract from Manual for Streets, Department for Transport 2007. 

 

4.6 The Department for Transport has suggested the need to bring about a 

transformation in the quality of English streets, which will require a culture change 

from existing design ideas. There needs to be a breaking away from the 

‘standard’ and prescriptive methods in order to create these high quality safe 

streets. All Public Realm design should apply a ‘user hierarchy’, with the 

pedestrian at the top.  

 

4.7 Both the ‘Shared Space’ and ‘Home Zone’ concepts should be taken into 

account during the design process. Case studies have shown that good design 

and shared spaces can decrease the number of pedestrian and vehicle 

accidents, thus a safer environment, whilst, making streets more attractive and 

appealing.  
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Photographs illustrating how public realm improvements can enliven an area 

 

4.8 Although it is clear that each of the three centres within the Borough are 

distinct from one another, public realm within each has to be of consistent and 

high quality design. Good design will incorporate character and heritage, and 

should exemplify also. If achieved, high quality design will not only bring physical 

benefits to the centres, but social, environmental and economic too. Modern, 

high quality and innovative urban design will thrust the Borough to the forefront 

of regeneration projects. 

 

4.9 Public Realm should be ‘inclusive’ in all aspects. No one aspect should 

have priority (other than pedestrians over motorised vehicles) over another…no 

social or cultural group will have priority or advantage. Design will incorporate 

all, to create fully inclusive public spaces and realm. Such a premise is extremely 

important within the Borough of Oadby and Wigston, with the Borough being 

one of the most culturally and socially diverse areas in the East Midlands.   

 

Photographs illustrating how public art can be incorporated into the public realm 

 

4.10 The provision of Public Art is also important throughout the design process 

of Public Realm. The centres should show ‘ambition’ and ‘innovation’, and 

should incorporate contemporary Public Art into Public Realm, a good example 

being the newly built South Leicestershire College in South Wigston. Public Art 

should seek to, both, enhance the existing local distinctiveness and character, 

and create an ‘identity’ in areas of redevelopment. Public Art, will not only 

encourage the aesthetic interest of the centres, but can be used to highlight 



32 

important spaces or define/aid legibility, as well as being educational or thought 

provoking.  

    

 
Photographs of innovative lighting schemes and street furniture 

 

4.11 As well as high quality design, the use of high quality sustainable materials 

is paramount. Materials used for the street furniture, the street surfaces, or the 

‘green spaces’, should be environmentally friendly and sustainable. For example, 

Sustainable Drainage Systems should be incorporated to negate any increase of 

surface water or runoff, or street lighting should be energy or self sufficient.  

 

 
Photographs of high quality street furniture and sustainable drainage paving 

 

4.12 It is important that ‘green spaces’ are incorporated into the Borough’s 

Public Realm, however small or large an area. Street planting, grassed areas and 

soft landscaping, should break up the ‘grey’ hard landscapes to improve the 

street scene.  
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Ways of Achieving the Vision – Overall Principles and 

Policies 
 

4.13 The following section of the Public Realm Supplementary Planning 

Document will concentrate on realising the ‘vision’ for the Borough’s public 

realm. General principles and policies which apply to the whole Borough are 

followed by more specific detailed principles and policies for each of the 

Borough’s three main centres. In considering proposals for development, 

account will be taken of both the principles and policies. 

 

4.14 A high quality public realm is vital to make the Borough an attractive 

place in which to shop and live. 

 

4.15 The public realm should be attractive to all and at all times of the day. It is 

particularly important to encourage the evening economy and make the 

Borough feel secure and attractive for people using it during the day and at 

night. Visitors and residents should expect to experience a level of urban quality 

commensurate with the best regional examples. The following general principles 

and policies need taking account of during (re) development of any public 

realm: 

 

Connections 

 

4.16 The town and district centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston 

function on a network of connected routes and spaces. This network or 

‘framework’ of movement should allow for efficient and direct travel by either 

foot or bicycle.   

 

4.17 Using Nolli’s principles (an 18th Century 

Italian architect) and applying it to a 

mapping exercise, it is possible to illustrate 

the movement ‘framework’ for all three of 

the Borough’s main centres. Public spaces, 

which include alley ways, lanes, streets, 

roads, and public squares are shown in 

white, whereas non public (private) spaces 

are illustrated in black.  

 

Physical 

 

4.18 The overall physical connectivity of 

the three main centres (as shown in the 

maps using the Nolli) within the Borough is 

relatively good. However, it is the quality of 

these connections that fail to live up to 

modern expectations and usage demand. 
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4.19 The movement ‘framework’ for each of the centres are fairly logical and 

direct (following existing historical routes) and allow a relative ease of 

movement, but do need material improvement. 

 

4.20   Having a clear logical approach and seeing improvements to public realm 

and spaces within each of the centres will increase integration and usage.  

 

Visual 

 

4.21 Streets, alleyways, lanes, and other 

public spaces that make up the 

movement ‘framework’ need to flow and 

celebrate important views and vistas, 

rather than isolate from them. 

Connections between places and spaces 

need to add to the sense of place and 

encourage usage. Public spaces benefit 

from the removal of barriers and street 

clutter. In 2010 the government urged 

Council’s in England to rid streets of 

unnecessary signage in a bid to make 

them tidier and safer. The government 

suggested that ‘our streets are losing their 

English character. We are being overrun 

by scruffy signs, bossy bollards, patch work 

paving and railed off roads’.  

 

4.22 Measures for directing and controlling the movement and flow of 

pedestrians are currently stark and in 

need of improvement. To ensure an 

improved experience within the 

centres, controls of movement are 

to be subservient to the overall sense 

of place and need incorporating 

into design principals and defined 

within the public realm quality. 

 

Interpersonal 

 

4.23 Currently cafes, bars and 

restaurants are not encouraged to 

‘break out’ into the streets and other 

open areas, providing more 

animated spaces. The Town Centre 

Area Action Plan through its policies 

supports the use of outside eating spaces, to increase social interactions and 

create an atmosphere of vibrancy.  Public spaces should be flexible and be 

exploitable (shared surfaces) for a variety of uses and user groups. All users of the 

public realm should feel comfortable and safe, for example innovative traffic 
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management solutions should be employed to break down barriers and 

encourage respect between vehicles and pedestrians.  

 

Cultural and Environmental 

 

4.24 The physical connections or networks of movement should be designed in 

such a way, as to reconnect people with the environment. Urban green spaces, 

should be well connected and celebrated; public realm design should engage 

the ‘senses’ and stimulate; and urban form should incorporate sustainable urban 

drainage systems into its design. 

 

4.25 The history or culture of a centre should be celebrated through public 

realm design and redevelopment. Local distinctiveness should be enhanced 

through the use of public art, creating a modern identity, strong sense of place 

and ownership. Public squares should be flexible in order to accommodate a 

variety of activities and cultural events, whether it be a seasonal market or 

religious celebrations.  

 

Barriers to Connections 

 

4.26 Having a clear and logical public realm is vitally important for any large 

centre. Barriers to movement can have a significant effect on how successful a 

centre is, in particular economically. No public realm within the Borough should 

be cluttered by signage or street furniture, as these can have a dramatic effect 

on both pedestrian and vehicular flow and movement. Where possible, bollards 

and railings should not be used to direct or restrict pedestrian movement. If 

directing or diverting of movement is required, it should be done so through 

good design and use of surface materials or street furniture such as bicycle 

racking, litter bins or seating. As a standard, public realm should not have any 

form of bollarding or railings, unless absolutely necessary. During the design stage 

of any public realm scheme, pedestrian desire lines should be a key 

consideration. 

 

Surfacing Materials 

 

4.27 The Borough Council require the use of high quality, robust materials in all 

public spaces. The type of material used for surfacing should be appropriate for 

its function, for example areas predominately for pedestrians will require differing 

materials to shared surfacing. Surfacing materials used within any public realm 

scheme will need to be useable and safe in all weather conditions and at all 

times of the day. Any surfacing material that increases the likelihood of slipping 

or falling will not be deemed appropriate. 
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4.28 All materials used 

within the Borough’s public 

realm must not contribute 

to surface water run-off. All 

public realm should either; 

use permeable surfacing 

materials; incorporate the 

use of Sustainable Drainage 

Systems; or have other 

appropriate methods to 

drain away surface water. 

 

4.29 To increase 

consistency throughout the 

Borough’s public realm, 

specifically within the three 

main centres, a clear paving design is vital. Within any public realm scheme a 

simple palette of a few materials and colours will ensure uncluttered looking 

streets and public spaces. Examples of the types of materials and standard 

details for the public realm 

within the three main 

centres are outline in this 

section.  

 

4.30 Any repairs or 

reinstatement of public 

realm should be undertaken 

by competent professionals 

and should be finished to 

the highest quality level 

possible. Any repair or 

reinstatement works to the 

public realm surfaces should 

effectively restore original 

surfacing as soon as 

possible, to cause minimal 

impact. Any repair or reinstatement works that use differing materials from 

existing will not be acceptable. An example of an acceptable reinstatement is 

shown. 

 

Surfacing Material Policies 

 

1. Any redevelopment to public realm surfacing is required to use the highest 

quality material that whilst being robust demonstrates high quality design. 

 

2. Surfacing materials used within any public realm schemes should be 

consistent or complimentary in material, design and quality. 

Footnote: Photographs illustrate examples of high quality surfacing and utility reinstatement 
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3. Surfacing materials within the Borough’s public realm should use a simple 

palette of colours. 

 

4. Any repairs or reinstatement of public realm should be undertaken by 

competent professionals and should be finished to the highest quality level 

possible.    

 

Street Furniture 

 

4.31 For the purpose of this section, street furniture includes seating, bins, cycle 

racking, bollards, bus shelters 

and railings. 

 

4.32 The improvement of an 

area or streets sense of place is 

vital in public realm and shared 

space design. Having street 

furniture designed and 

integrated into new public 

realm, in particular shared 

spaces can have significant 

benefits on an area, for 

example increased economic 

activity due to increases in 

footfall and dwell times. 

 

4.33 According to the Department for Transport (Local Transport Note 1/11) 

street furniture is best situated in well overlooked and visual locations. In terms of 

seating, having it well located and well designed is of particular benefit to 

disabled users, older people and people carrying heavy objects, for example 

shopping. 

 

4.34 High quality street 

furniture can have a 

remarkable effect on an 

area. The use of creative 

or modern designs can 

transform an areas sense 

of place and identity.  

 

4.35 Each centre should 

have a unique seating 

design that reflects its 

history but also the centres 

future direction. Street 

furniture within: 

 
Footnote: Photographs show examples of high quality effective street furniture 
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4.36 South Wigston should reflect its rich character and historical feel. Designs 

chosen for a public realm scheme should sit comfortably within the conservation 

area and nearby Listed Buildings, as well as reflecting design features distinct to 

the locale. 

 

4.37 The centres of Wigston and Oadby should incorporate designs and 

materials that are less traditional and more contemporary. The Town Centres 

Area Action Plan seeks significant investment and redevelopment of each 

centre as well as advocating each to have unique identities from one another.    

 

Street Furniture Policies 

 

1. Any street furniture that is to be placed within a public space should be of 

high quality and innovative design, whilst still being functional and 

comfortable.  

 

2. All street furniture should be made of the highest quality materials, be 

robust and be as maintenance free as possible. 

 

3. Street furniture should reflect the existing character of an area as well as its 

future aspirations.    

 

Lighting 

 

4.38 As mentioned above, the design of any public realm must be able to 

support a ’24 hour’ economy, as well as provide security and safety. Lighting has 

a significant influence 

on the character of an 

area, as well as 

providing a basic 

security requirement 

during the hours of 

darkness. High quality 

lighting can also have 

an influence on 

pedestrian activity, 

which in turn can have 

an influence on 

economic spend. 

 

4.39 A lighting scheme 

that is well thought-out, 

consistent and in some respects, imaginative can completely transform an area 

or place. Well designed lighting schemes should not only have a dramatic 

impact at night, through the perception of space and user safety, but also 

during daylight hours, when they can perceived as public art. 

 
Footnote: Photograph illustrates an example of a high quality lighting scheme 
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4.40 All lighting schemes should be designed to enliven public spaces, 

enhance key pedestrian routes, and highlight important cultural and historical 

assets, including locally important buildings and places.  

   

4.41 According to the 

Department for Transport high 

quality lighting can contribute 

towards: 

 

• Reducing the risks of night-

time accidents;  

• Assisting in the protection of 

property; 

• Discouraging crime and 

vandalism; 

• Making residents and street 

users feel secure; and 

• Enhancing the appearance 

of an area after dark. 

 

4.42 Although the ethos of this Public Realm Strategy is to ensure priority is to be 

given to the pedestrian, it is important that when considering lighting schemes, 

both the carriageway/highway and footways are illuminated appropriately, 

including any traffic calming measures or pedestrian crossings. 

 

4.43 Lighting that is to be incorporated into the Borough’s public realm should 

be fully integrated into the streets and other public spaces. In order to help 

reduce ‘clutter’, where possible, lighting should be mounted to buildings and 

other built structures rather than to their own standalone columns. 

 

4.44 In ground lighting and up lighting that highlights important features, such 

as structures, buildings of importance or trees will be encouraged where 

appropriate. 

 

Lighting Policies 

 

1. All lighting should use the most appropriate materials and be visually 

attractive in its design. Design, however should not inhibit illumination and 

should reflect the character of the area in which it is located. 

 

2. When locating lighting, building mounted fittings should be the first 

consideration to minimise clutter, when the post does not contribute 

towards the public realm in its own right. 

 

3. If building mounted light fittings cannot be accommodated, the scale of 

the column must fit with the scale of existing area in which it is located. 

Footnote: Above photograph shows another example of high quality lighting schemes 
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4. All lighting should be situated within locations that provide maximum 

illumination whilst being visually attractive. 

 

5. All lighting should promote safety and security through illumination. 

 

6. Ground lighting and up lighting that enlivens a space and highlights 

important features will be encouraged where appropriate. 

 

 

Signage 

 

4.45 It must be noted that for the 

purpose of this Supplementary Planning 

Document ‘signage’ refers to both 

physical signage and markings placed 

on pavements and roads. According to 

the Department for Transport there is no 

underlying need to provide road 

markings or signage; however they do 

inform and warn users as well as give 

effect to traffic regulation orders.  

 

4.46 The signage currently on the 

Borough’s streets contributes 

significantly to the clutter. Over 

repetition or duplication of signage 

reduces the impact of a sign. Proposed 

public realm scheme design should 

always start from a position of no 

signage and introduce them only when 

there is a clear function and need for them. 

 

4.47 The table below, taken from the Department for Transports, Manual for 

Streets, is a good starting point or baseline for understanding what/which signs 

are needed for an area rather than used traditionally. As previously mentioned 

within this document, it is an objective of the Borough Council and County 

Council to reduce the amount of ‘clutter’ that is currently on our streets. Ridding 

the streets of unnecessary signage is a simple and easy way of doing so. Signs 

that have no clear purpose should be removed to reduce clutter and ensure 

that essential signs or messages are prominent and not lost in the plethora of 

other signage. 

 

4.48 The ‘Traffic Signs Manual’, published in 2006 states that ‘it is desirable to 

limit the number of posts in footways, especially in urban areas, because 

proliferation creates additional hazards for visually handicapped pedestrians 

and unnecessary obstructions for people with perambulators or wheelchairs’.   
 

 

Footnote: Photograph illustrates an example of high quality signage  
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Prompts for Use of Signage, extract taken from Manual for Streets – DfT – 2007 

 

4.49 According to the Department for Transport ‘reducing the use of signing 

reflects general good practice, but is particularly appropriate within shared 

spaces’. Good signage should allow users to find their way around an area 

simply and safely, and should have clear directions to key or interesting 

locations. Signage is important for all users of an area but is of particular 

significance to visitors who may not have any prior locational or directional 

understanding. Although it is imperative to have high quality, logical signage, 

the development of legible public realm through high quality design can reduce 

the need for signage, and in turn reduce street clutter. 

 

4.50 Although the Council is promoting the use of a consistent design, palette 

and materials throughout the Borough as a whole, it is fully aware that different 

areas do have their own identity and character and that the public realm within 

these needs to reflect that. 

 

Signage Policies 

 

1. Only signage that is deemed essential will be placed in the Borough’s 

public realm.  

 

2. Physical signage directing motor vehicles, cyclist or pedestrians should be 

mounted on buildings or existing structures, however where this is not 

possible should be mounted on existing signage posts. 
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3. Where possible, signage should reflect the character of the area in which 

it is located. 

 

4. Signage that is to be placed within the Borough’s public realm should use 

the prompts, set out in the Manual for Streets extract above, to decide 

upon the appropriate level needed and use the minimum dimensions set 

out in the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2002 (as 

amended). 

 

5. Signage that is unnecessary, duplicated or redundant should be removed 

from the public realm. 

 

 

Public Art 

 

4.51 The term refers to art, in any medium, that has been planned and 

integrated into the physical public domain and is accessible to all. The common 

definition of public art is deliberately broad and can refer to a variety of media 

and take many forms, however for the purpose of this Supplementary Planning 

Document; Public Art includes sculptures, mosaics, clocks, water features or 

displays, light or sound displays, artistic vegetation planting, murals and 

gateways. 

 

4.52 Any public art should 

be fully integrated into a new 

public realm scheme or 

existing public realm. Public 

art can be an effective tool, 

as it can communicate ideas, 

engage local people and 

visitors, and promote heritage 

and the ‘future’. It can also 

encourage interest and pride 

in the outdoor environment, 

as well as attracting inward 

investment. It must be noted 

that art alone cannot improve 

a dull or flawed townscape; it 

needs to be set within high quality public realm. 

 

4.53 Public art should be designed and implemented in the context in which it 

is sited. The ‘context’ could include; the locales formal architectural style or 

scheme design, the wider history or heritage and/or its cultural significance. 

Through the reinforcing of sense of place and identity, public art that reflects the 

locale can increase the level of ownership the public have, which in turn can 

decrease anti-social behaviour.    

 
 

Footnote: Photograph showing an example of how public art can be integrated into a public space 
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4.54 Public art should be designed to make an impact and stimulate the 

senses, whilst still being relevant to the area in which it is located. Although it is 

recognised that the majority of public art will arise from large scale development 

schemes, such as South Leicestershire College in South Wigston, high quality 

standalone public art or pieces of art work will be looked upon favourably (for 

example: clocks, water features or pieces of cultural/historical interest). 

 

Public Art Policies 

 

1. All public art should be integrated into the public realm, either physically 

or contextually. 

 

2. Any public art that is to be sited within the Borough is required to use high 

quality materials and be as maintenance free as possible. 

 

3. High quality standalone pieces of public art will be encouraged where 

appropriate.   

 

 

Trees and Planting 

 

4.55 With the Borough being predominately urban in nature, trees and planting 

schemes can provide an attractive relief to the extensive built up areas. The 

placement of trees within any public realm scheme is greatly encouraged. They 

are a vital element within any streetscape that are not only visually attractive but 

provide natural shading 

from weather conditions as 

well as supporting the 

reduction in pollution which 

ultimately leads to climate 

change. 

    

4.56 In addition to trees, 

shrubs, planting schemes 

and other forms of soft 

landscaping can soften the 

built environment and add 

character, form, mass and 

visual interest. Traditional 

bedding schemes can 

greatly enhance an area with the bright colours and positive responses they 

receive and is a type of planting scheme that the Borough Council will 

encourage where appropriate, specifically within urban green spaces and 

public squares. It is recognised that bedding displays can be more expensive to 

implement and maintain than other types of soft landscaping, therefore 

schemes could include an element of permanent planting to make them more 

sustainable.  
 

Footnote: Photograph above illustrates an example of high quality bedding planting 
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Tree and Planting Policies 

 

1. Where trees are introduced into the public realm they should complement 

the existing or proposed urban form and respect or enhance local views. 

 

2. Trees that are to be planted within the public realm should not obscure 

signs, lighting, cctv surveillance, or views where natural surveillance is an 

important factor. 

 

3. Trees or shrubs that are to be located within the public realm must be 

appropriately protected and supported during their establishment 

however should not be surrounded by tree grilles. Surrounds should be a 

porous resin bound material to allow air and water to the root. 

 

4. Trees that are to be planted within the public realm should be a minimum 

18 – 20cm in girth; to have a greater immediate visual impact as well as 

being less susceptible to vandalism. 

 

5. The use of appropriate trees, bedding and formal planters will be 

supported in all public areas where pedestrians are encouraged to sit and 

dwell, for example public squares or urban green spaces. 

 

6. When planting trees within the public realm, consideration should be given 

to underground services. Appropriate mitigation should protect 

underground services from root damage. If ground planting cannot be 

accommodated, appropriate large tree planters could be utilised.  

 

Shared Streets and Home Zones Concept 

 

4.57 Shared Streets and Home Zones are terms that are becoming increasingly 

used within Town Planning and Urban Design. The key objective of both 

concepts is integration. Ever since the publication of the Buchanan Report 

(Traffic in Towns) in 1963, highway and public realm design has had segregation 

at its core, with the theory being that keeping all users separate from one 

another reduces the risk of accidents. 

 

4.58 Shared Spaces, however, turn this theory on its head, and according to 

Hans Monderman ‘when you don’t know exactly who has right of way, you tend 

to seek eye contact with other road users; you automatically reduce your speed, 

you have contact with other people, and you take greater care’.   

 

4.59 According to the Department for Transport (Local Transport Note 1/11), 

‘shared space is a design approach that seeks to change the way streets 

operate by reducing the dominance of motor vehicles, primarily through lower 

speeds and encouraging drivers to behave more accommodatingly towards 

pedestrians’. The 6C’s Design Guide for east midland counties promotes the use 

of Home Zones and shared spaces and suggests that it is a way for streets to be 

shared equally and safely between people and vehicles. Home Zones should 
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‘make the motorist feel like they 

are a guest in a pedestrian 

environment and they should 

drive accordingly’. Home Zones 

and Shared Spaces are 

concepts that Oadby and 

Wigston Borough Council, in 

association with Leicestershire 

County Council, would support, if 

schemes were designed and 

located in the appropriate 

locations. 

 

4.60 As well as vehicular traffic 

and pedestrians, shared spaces 

need to accommodate cyclist. 

The Borough Council will promote the use of shared spaces between cyclists and 

pedestrians providing that it is safe to do so. Any scheme that proposes shared 

spaces between the pedestrian and cyclist will need to ensure there are no 

overriding safety issues or conflicts. 

 

Shared Streets and Home Zone Policies 

 

1. The Home Zones principal should be integrated into residential 

development schemes. 

 

2. The Borough Council will encourage and support the use of shared 

surfacing where relevant and in appropriate locations.  

 

Design and Traffic Flow Speeds 

 

4.61 The design of any public realm or space scheme (for example, home 

zones or shared surfacing) that mixes the pedestrian with the motor vehicle has 

to decrease traffic flow speeds. Evidence suggests that vehicular speed has a 

significant influence on the pedestrian’s willingness to share a space with others 

(motor vehicles), and that as vehicle speeds decrease, the vehicles willingness to 

give way and give the pedestrian priority increases. So a scheme’s ‘design 

speed’ is vitally important. According to the Department for Transport, design 

speed is ‘a target speed that designers intend most vehicles not to exceed and 

is dictated primarily by the geometry of tracked vehicle path within a street’. 

Again, according to the Department for Transport, for a shared surface the 

maximum vehicular speed should not exceed 20 miles per hour, preferably 15 

miles per hour. It must be noted, that ‘design speeds’ can differ from national 

speed limits, as national speed limits are not necessarily safe speeds, they are 

speeds that a driver cannot legally exceed. 
 

 

Footnote: Photograph above shows an example of a high quality shared space/street 
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Design Speed Policies 

 

1. Any surface that mixes the pedestrian with motorised vehicles should have 

a design speed of no more than the Department of Transport’s prescribed 

maximum speed for shared spaces. 
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Targeted Principles and Policies 
 

4.62 The following principles and policies provide greater detail on the 

approach that is to be undertaken in each centre of Wigston, Oadby and South 

Wigston regarding public realm. However, the generic principles and policies set 

out above will also apply to the centres. The principles, opportunities and policies 

outlined below stem from the specific street audits that were undertaken for 

each of the Borough’s three main centres. 

 

Wigston Centre 

 

4.63 With Wigston being one of only two town centres within the Leicester 

Principal Urban Area its public realm and retail offer has to be commensurate to 

its status. The Town Centres Area Action Plan objectives for Wigston focus upon 

encouraging the growth of its retail core and making the town centre distinct 

and sustainable. To support the objectives set out in the Town Centres Area 

Action Plan it is proposed that any public realm schemes within the centre of 

Wigston should be modern, clean and contemporary in design, and use the 

highest quality materials.  

 

Wigston Northern Periphery 

 

4.64 The public realm within the Northern Periphery, in general, is relatively 

poor. Possible enhancements could include; the resurfacing of pedestrian 

pavements, the Arcade area and alleyways (connecting the Junction Road 

public car park to Leicester Road), creating a safer pedestrian environment; 

improved lighting schemes within all pedestrian environments; and an increase 

in essential street furniture.  

 

4.65 The Town Centres Area Action Plan Policy 14: Burgess Junction sets out 

major redevelopment works for the Northern Zone, including significant public 

realm improvements. It is important that any works taking place to the public 

realm prior to the commencement of proposals set out in the Town Centre Area 

Action Plan Policy 14 do not detriment such proposals. It is also vitally important 

to take account of the Town Centres Area Action Plan proposals when working 

up public realm enhancement schemes for this area, as significant investment 

could well be wasted if Area Action Plan proposals and policies are 

implemented. 

 

Wigston Northern Periphery Policies 

 

1. Enhancement of the public realm (in line with Town Centre Area Action 

Plan proposals) along Leicester Road will be encouraged. Only schemes 

that improve the quality and palette of surfacing material will be 

permitted. 

 

2. Any surfacing materials and street furniture should be of the highest quality 

and be consistent with those set out in Table 1. 
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3. Public Realm improvements stemming from the implementation of Town 

Centre Area Action Plan Policy 14: Burgess Junction must utilize the highest 

quality materials that are either consistent with or complement those set 

out in Table 1. 

 

4. Lighting within the alleyways and pedestrian walkways connecting 

Leicester Road with Junction Road public car park should be improved. 

Lighting should produce bright illumination, be building mounted and sited 

to avoid any shadow spots. 

 

Wigston Core 

 

4.66 A possible opportunity would be to fully pedestrianise the entire length of 

Bell Street and restrict motor vehicle access, as long as there is rear servicing 

access to all units fronting onto the pedestrianised part of the street. Full 

pedestrianising of Bell Street could have a dramatic impact not only upon the 

feel and sense of place but also on the local economy. Any increase in 

pedestrian footfall could impact positively upon economic spend. Full 

pedestrianisation of the street could also create an event space that could 

provide a space capable of holding a local or seasonal market. 

 

4.67 Regardless of whether or not Bell Street keeps it current status as part 

pedestrianised or becomes fully pedestrianised, there is a need for more 

essential street furniture, for example seating and litter bins. With Bell Street being 

one of the busiest shopping streets within the Borough, it is crucial that every 

opportunity is made available to increase dwell times and prolong the time 

pedestrians use Bell Street. 

 

4.68 A decrease in street clutter is essential for the Town Core area as a whole. 

The bottom end of Bell Street where it meets Leicester Road and Long Street is 

confusing and has unnecessary signage and road markings. Reducing the 

amount of clutter and making sure only ‘essential’ signage and markings are 

kept will significantly alter the look and feel of the area.   

 

4.69 The eastern end is where Bell Street is at its widest. The Town Centres Area 

Action Plan suggests the eastern end of Bell Street, adjacent to Bull Head Street, 

is an ideal location for a public square or events space. However, with its lack of 

national retail chains there is currently no ‘real’ draw towards the eastern end. 

The number of vacant units also relatively high compared to other areas within 

the centre. Pedestrians and shoppers need to be enticed towards the eastern 

area, and the creation of an events space or public realm feature could 

achieve this, which in turn could increase the economic activity and decrease 

the number of vacant retail units. 
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Wigston Core Policies 

 

1. Seek to fully pedestrianise Bell Street, in line with Oadby and Wigston 

Borough Council’s Saved Local Plan Shopping Proposal 12.  

 

2. Redevelopment of the surfacing along Leicester Road/Long Street and 

Bell Street will be sought. Any public realm scheme for the above 

mentioned streets will need to use consistent and high quality materials (as 

set out in Table 1).  

 

3. Removal of any unnecessary street signage or road markings will be 

encouraged. 

 

4. Creation of a public square or events space towards the eastern end of 

Bell Street will be sought. The removal of kerb edgings and the creation of 

a level flat surface should be priority. Materials used will need to be 

consistent with those set out in Table 1.  

 

5. An increase in essential street furniture is needed along Bell Street. Any 

street furniture proposed for Bell Street will need to be consistent with those 

proposed in Table 1 and will need permitting by the Borough Council prior 

to commencement of works.  

 

Wigston Southern Periphery 

 

4.70 Peace Memorial Park should be actively encouraged as an asset to 

Wigston centre. The park is a prime example of a well maintained urban park, an 

almost oasis from the constant flow of traffic and sounds associated with a main 

town centre. A possible enhancement could be to create a greater sense of 

invitation and arrival for prospective users.  

 

4.71 The large expanse of paving opposite Peace Memorial park, to the front 

of Elizabeth Court could be redeveloped to encourage a prolonged ‘stay’ time 

in the area. It could be designed as to become a standalone expansion to 

Peace Memorial Park or an events space, for example, through the use of 

pavement water features or appropriate street furniture, specifically seating. 

 

4.72 The Town Centre Area Action Plan seeks to reinstate and encourage the 

redevelopment of The Lanes through improved public realm provision and 

quality. Potential improvements to The Lanes should include; greater provision of 

high quality street furniture, in particular lighting, seating and litter bins; improved 

physical and natural surveillance; and, enhancement or redevelopment of 

pathways using high quality and appropriate materials. As well as the use of high 

quality materials within Public Realm improvements, it is paramount that 

materials used are as maintenance free as possible.  
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Wigston Southern Periphery Policies 

 

1. The redevelopment of The Lanes will be actively encouraged, and will also 

form an integral part of Wigston town centre redevelopment through the 

Town Centres Area Action Plan. Materials and types of street furniture used 

should be consistent with those illustrated in Table 1 and will need 

permitting by the Local Authority prior to any works. 

 

2. Peace Memorial Park will be safeguarded from any detrimental 

development, and any enhancement schemes encouraged. 

 

3. Appropriate enhancement of the open space opposite Peace Memorial 

Park fronting Elizabeth Court will be considered favourably. High quality 

innovative design and use of materials is essential in any proposal put 

forward. Any scheme design will need permitting by the Local Authority 

prior to commencement of works. 

 

Table 1: Proposed Public Realm in Wigston and Oadby Centres 

Street Furniture 

• Preferred materials include stainless steel (or powder coated steel) and/or timber. 

• Preferred design would be modern and contemporary. 

• Materials, manufacture and design would need to be of the highest quality. 

 

Lighting 

• Preferred materials include powder coated steel or aluminium. 

• Preferred design would be modern and contemporary. 

• Materials, manufacture and design would need to be of the highest quality. 
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Surfacing 

• Preferred surfacing would be paving flags. Paving flags should be suitable for high 

levels of pedestrian use, plus vehicular use in shared spaces. 

• Preferably flags should be no smaller than 450mm by 450mm in size and should be a 

light grey or buff in colour and modern in design. 

• Materials, manufacture and design would need to be of the highest quality. 

 
Note: photographs are examples of the public realm required within Wigston and Oadby centres.  

 

Oadby Centre 

 

4.73 Oadby centre is currently defined as a district centre. Through significant 

redevelopment and the proposals set out in the Town Centres Area Action Plans, 

the aspiration is for Oadby to become a town centre. With Oadby’s centre 

being generally void of buildings of historical or heritage value, the logical 

approach for redevelopment of the public realm would be a modern and 

contemporary one, similar to that of Wigston’s town centre.  

 

Oadby Northern Periphery 

 

4.74 The Town Centres Area Action Plan sets out public realm and elevation 

improvements for areas located within the Northern Periphery. Burtons Corner, 

located at the northern gateway to Oadby’s centre is an asset that needs 

retaining and enhancing at every opportunity. Elevation improvements 

proposed within the Town Centres Area Action Plan, concern the blank façade 

that is directly opposite Burtons Corner on the southern side of The Parade.  

 

4.75 Sporadic public realm improvements within the Northern Periphery have 

added to the number of differing materials and palette. Public realm works or 

schemes put forward for the redevelopment and enhancement of the northern 

areas of Oadby’s centre will need to be consistent with the Oadby Core and 

Oadby Southern areas. Ideally, a scheme that seeks to enhance the entire 

length of The Parade using consistent and high quality materials will be sought. 
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Oadby Northern Periphery Policies 

 

1. Any public realm works that have a negative impact upon Burtons Corner 

will not be permitted.  

 

2. The enhancement of Burtons Corner will be sought at every opportunity. 

 

3. Public realm works that are proposed within the Northern Periphery must 

be of the highest quality and consistent with those set out in Table 1 and 

should be permitted by the Local Authority. 

 

4. Public realm proposals that improve the blank northern elevation of 104 

The Parade will be encouraged. 

 

Oadby Core 

 

4.76 One of the Town Centres Area Action Plan’s key objectives supporting the 

‘vision’ for Oadby, is ‘to create a safe, distinctive and pedestrian friendly 

environment by maximising the opportunities presented by the existing highways 

and ensuring that the pedestrian is prioritised over the car’.  

 

4.77 Through the Town Centres Area Action Plan, in particular Policy 20 – The 

Parade, the Council are looking to pursue opportunities for improvements to 

public realm along The Parade, which would include, improvements to street 

furniture, implementation of shared surfaces, and prioritising the pedestrian over 

the motor vehicle. 

 

4.78 As illustrated below, the Town Centres Area Action Plan proposes two 

‘raised tables’, seeking to reduce traffic speeds and create greater user 

interaction through shared surfacing. 

 

4.79 With the majority of the pavements within the core of Oadby being of 

poor quality, a comprehensive public realm redevelopment/regeneration 

scheme would be welcomed. The Town Centres Area Action Plan seeks to 

evolve Oadby from its current District Centre status to Town Centre, through 

redevelopment of its buildings and streets.  

 

4.80 With the pavement widths being relatively generous in width, if done in an 

appropriate manner, the Borough Council will encourage the use of the 

pavements as break-out spaces for cafes and restaurants. It must be noted that 

any break out spaces proposed should not hinder pedestrian movement or 

connections in anyway. With the core area having only one specific traffic light 

controlled pedestrian crossing it is imperative that connections and ease of 

movement across The Parade are improved. Reducing the speed of vehicular 

traffic and the creation of shared spaces where the pedestrian has priority is one 

way in which improved connections can be achieved. The creation of shared 

spaces that decrease vehicle speeds and increase pedestrian desire lines across 

The Parade will be supported by the Borough Council.  
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Oadby Core Policies 

 

1. The creation of shared spaces through the implementation of raised tables 

on The Parade/Chestnut Avenue junction and The Parade/South Street 

junction will be encouraged. Proposals for shared spaces will only be 

permitted if materials used are consistent with Table 1. 

 

2. Any public realm redevelopment is required to be of the highest quality 

both in design and material used and be consistent with examples 

illustrated within Table 1. 

 

3. Proposals to use pavement areas as break-out spaces for cafes, 

restaurants and drinking establishments will not be permitted if they affect 

pedestrian connections or movement. 

 

4. Proposed public realm improvements should reduce the amount of 

existing street clutter within Oadby’s core.  

 

5. Public realm improvements that occur before the commencement of 

proposals set out in the Town Centres Area Action Plan should 

complement and not hinder future development. Works proposed that 

are not in line with the Town Centres Area Action Plan will not be 

permitted. 

 

6. Pavement located trees should be retained where possible and be 

inconformity with policies set out within the Trees and Planting section. 

 

Oadby Southern Periphery 

 

4.81 As with most of Oadby’s centre the Southern Periphery suffers from poor 

quality public realm, in particular regarding its surfacing materials. Although the 

area does not have significant built development proposals set out in the Town 

Centres Area Action Plan, improvements to the public realm are still sought, and 

illustrated within the masterplan. The Brooksby Drive entrance into East Street 

public car park will be remodelled along with the car park itself. Pedestrian 

access into the public car park will also be improved to a standard expected 

from modern centre. 

 

Oadby Southern Periphery Policies 

 

1. Any public realm enhancement scheme occurring within the Southern 

zone of Oadby will need to be of the highest quality and be consistent 

with materials and designs illustrated in Table 1. 
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South Wigston 

 

4.82 In 2007 a public realm enhancement scheme was completed within the 

centre of South Wigston. The scheme concentrated upon South Wigston’s main 

shopping street, Blaby Road and was a joint project between Oadby and 

Wigston Borough Council and Leicestershire County Council. Although the 

project significantly improved the public realm within South Wigston’s centre, 

ongoing enhancement works are still sought to keep the centres public realm up 

to a high standard.  

 

4.83 South Wigston’s centre differs greatly from both Wigston and Oadby 

centres, in that the majority of its buildings remain from its inception. The centre 

demonstrates historical character and would not benefit from modern or 

contemporary public realm designs. Added to this, the centre in its entirety (as 

defined within this document) is situated within the South Wigston Conservation 

Area.  

 

4.84 The South Wigston Regeneration Masterplan suggests that improving the 

appearance and functionality of the public realm is vitally important for the 

future of the centre. Good urban design will add value by increasing economic 

viability of development as well as delivering social and economic benefits.  

 

South Wigston Northern Periphery  

 

4.85 With the northern area being predominately residential in nature, the 

amount of seating, planting and litter bin provision is lower than that of the core 

retail environment. Street clutter however is still an issue. Removal of signage and 

road markings that are not essential for pedestrians and/or motorists would make 

a vast difference to the streetscape.  

 

4.86 With the streets being mostly one way, one possible to the Northern 

Periphery would be the creation of Home Zone streets. However without such 

significant investment and redevelopment, a lower level intervention could 

include the repaving and resurfacing on pedestrian footways and improved 

lighting.   

 

South Wigston Northern Periphery Policies 

 

1. Surfacing materials used within public realm enhancement schemes 

should be consistent with those illustrated within Table 2.  

 

2. All street furniture, including lighting should respect the local historical 

character of South Wigston.  

 

3. Significant redevelopment of the public realm, specifically the creation of 

Home Zones, will be encouraged. 
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South Wigston Core 

 

4.87 With the core being South Wigston’s main retail destination, the provision 

of street furniture needs to be higher than that of the northern or southern 

periphery. However, only appropriate and effective street furniture and surfacing 

materials will be permitted. Compared to the other main centres within the 

Borough, South Wigston’s core public realm is good, however enhancement 

opportunities still need to be taken. 

 

4.88 Blaby Road Park requires investment and any enhancement scheme that 

comes forward which contains proposals for significant improvement will be 

encouraged. As well as being an urban asset in terms of recreation and play 

space, the park acts as a green corridor to Crow Mills and the Grand Union 

Canal. The public realm fronting the newly built South Leicestershire College is a 

good example of simply but effective public realm improvements. It is important 

that public realm best practices like that fronting the college are maintained 

and enhanced at every opportunity. 

 

4.89 Architecturally, South Wigston is an historical asset. Safeguarding and 

improving contextually significant pieces of architecture or design, and merging 

with contemporary and innovative ways of thinking is important.   

 

South Wigston Core Policies 

 

1. Public realm schemes that propose to increase the significance of the 

pedestrian over the motor vehicle will be encouraged. 

 

2. Schemes that seek to improve the public realm fronting Blaby Road to the 

north of Blaby Road Park will be encouraged. Creating a greater sense of 

arrival and invitation into the park from Blaby Road should be considered 

within any proposals.   

 

South Wigston Southern Periphery 

 

4.90 Similar to the north, the Southern Periphery of South Wigston is 

predominately residential, and is characterised by a cluttered one way 

streetscape. At every opportunity, the public realm should be enhanced, either 

through aspirational Home Zone schemes or lower level improvements to the 

pavement surfacing, lighting and other street furniture. 

 

South Wigston Southern Periphery Policies 

 

1. Surfacing materials used within public realm enhancement schemes 

should be consistent with those illustrated within Table 2.   

 

2. All street furniture, including lighting should respect the local historical 

character of South Wigston.  
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3. Significant redevelopment of the streets, specifically the creation of Home 

Zones, will be encouraged. 
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Table 2: Proposed Public Realm in South Wigston Centre 

Street Furniture 

• Preferred materials include cast iron, powder coated steel and/or timber. 

• Preferred design would be traditional or contrasting modern. 

• Materials, manufacture and design would need to be of the highest quality. 

 

Lighting 

• Preferred materials include powder coated steel or aluminium. 

• Preferred design would be traditional or contrasting modern. 

• Materials, manufacture and design would need to be of the highest quality. 

 

Surfacing 

• Preferred surfacing would be paving flags. Paving flags should be suitable for high 

levels of pedestrian use, plus vehicular use in shared spaces. 

• Preferably flags should be no smaller than 450mm by 450mm in size and should be a 

light grey or buff in colour and traditional or contrasting modern in design. 

• Materials, manufacture and design would need to be of the highest quality. 
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SECTION FIVE 
 

Public Realm Best Practice 
 

New Road in Brighton 

 

5.1 The following examples of public realm best practice have been 

implemented with the involvement of local authorities and have been 

commended for their design and outputs. 

 

5.2 New Road in Brighton is an award winning shared surface scheme 

coordinated by Brighton and Hove City Council. The overall concept for the 

scheme was to return priority to the pedestrian, whilst still allowing vehicular 

access. Full pedestrianisation of the street was deemed inappropriate due to the 

need of its businesses and its use as an emergency vehicle route. 
 

Photographs of the award winning shared scheme in New Road, Brighton 

 

5.3 Materials for the scheme were chosen for their quality, durability (value for 

money) and relationship with the surrounding locale. They were chosen, as to 

provide a subtle background to New Roads fine buildings, rather than a ‘design 

statement’. According to Local Government News, since the schemes 

completion ‘traffic levels have dropped by 93 per cent and pedestrian numbers 

has increased by 162 per cent’. The Commission for Architecture and the Built 

Environment (now The Design Council) hailed the scheme as a ‘benchmark for 

our country’s streets’.  
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Market Place in Kettering 

 

5.4 The Market Place in Kettering won the Local Government News’ Street 

Design Award for Pedestrian Environment 2010. The scheme originated from the 

Market Place’s decline in economic activity. The areas huge decline in 

pedestrian footfall resulted in the lose of the weekly market. 

Photograph of Kettering’s recently developed restaurant quarter 
 

5.5 As part of the redevelopment process, the area was re-branded a 

‘restaurant quarter’. The overall aim of the scheme was to radically enhance the 

Market Place itself and make it act as a catalyst for further economic 

regeneration of the town as a whole.  

 

Public Realm Scheme, Derry City Centre 

 

Photograph of a public square in Derry City centre 
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5.6 The North West Development Office coordinated a public realm 

regeneration scheme in Derry Centre and was commended for design and 

outputs.  

Photograph of shared public realm in Derry City centre 

 

5.7 Prior to the completion of the scheme, the quality of the centres’ built 

environment was fading, negative perceptions were increasing and pedestrians 

were choosing out of town shopping centres, rather than Derry’s centre. 

 

5.8 Through the redevelopment, many new elements were introduced 

including; water fountains; illuminated water features; and high quality 

innovative lighting, creating a ‘European’ feel. According to Local Government 

News’, since the schemes completion, businesses within the area have reported 

a 30 per cent increase in turnover, and it has become a location for regular 

markets and spontaneous public events. 
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SECTION SIX 
 

Monitoring and Management 
 

6.1 Regular monitoring and maintenance of public spaces and public realm 

should be undertaken. Neglect of maintenance leads directly to degradation of 

spaces. As a general rule, any project that is likely to have an impact upon a 

public space or public realm will need to illustrate from the outset, that 

adequate revenue provision has been made for subsequent management and 

maintenance. 

 

6.2 Maintenance of the Borough’s public realm and spaces can be broken 

down into two distinct areas; one being the cleansing; and the other being 

general maintenance and repairs. Cleansing would be the ‘everyday’ street 

cleaning of public spaces and street furniture, and deep cleansing; with repairs 

referring, for example, to reinstatement or replacement of damaged or stolen 

street furniture.    

 

6.3 Any repairs or reinstatement of public realm should be undertaken by 

competent professionals and should be finished to the highest quality level 

possible. Any repair or reinstatement works to the public realm surfaces should 

effectively restore original surfacing as soon as possible, to cause minimal 

impact. Any repair or reinstatement works that use differing materials from 

existing will not be acceptable. 

 

6.4 Through the initial design and costing process, projects that impact upon 

the public realm, whether it be from creation of new public squares, to general 

repairs and maintenance should take into account intensity of use and material 

longevity. Choice of materials is extremely important in any scheme. 

Aesthetically they have to be pleasing to the eye and make a statement or 

impact, but structurally they need to be durable and stand up to consistent 

wear and tear. Cost effectiveness of materials is integral to good design and 

efficient maintenance. High quality materials, such as a natural stone or a 

stainless steel may be more expensive to purchase and implement, but have 

very little cost relating to ongoing maintenance. 

 

6.5 As well as on going maintenance, is street cleansing, which is also an 

important factor when designing spaces and choosing materials. For example, in 

many instances the removal of chewing gum or graffiti is achieved with the aid 

of high pressure mechanical cleaners, which do not mix well with surfaces that 

are bedded on and/or pointed with cement mortar or brushed sand. 

 

6.6 Key to any successful public realm scheme is the cooperation and 

coordination of all parties involved. Any project that is to affect upon public 

realm or public spaces within the Borough of Oadby and Wigston is required to 

involve at least the following: Leicestershire County Council Highways 
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Department, Oadby and Wigston Borough Council’s Maintenance Officer, 

Oadby and Wigston Borough Council’s Grounds Maintenance Officer (where 

relevant), and Oadby and Wigston Borough Council’s Planning and Economic 

Development Teams. 
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SECTION SEVEN 
 

Glossary of Terms  
 

6C’s: The 6Cs sub-region as defined in the East Midlands Regional Plan has an 

existing population of 1.9m people. It includes the 3 cities of Leicester, Derby and 

Nottingham and the 3 Counties of Leicestershire, Derbyshire and 

Nottinghamshire. 

 

Area Action Plans: provide a planning framework for areas of change or 

conservation.  

 

Conservation Area: an area of special architectural or historic interest identified 

by the Local Planning Authority under the Planning (Listed Buildings & 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990. There is a statutory duty to preserve or enhance 

the character or appearance of such areas.  

 

Core Strategy: A development plan document that sets out the long term vision 

(10+ years) for a local planning authority area, the strategic objectives, and the 

strategic planning policies needed to deliver that vision.  

 

Development Plan Documents: spatial planning documents that are subject to 

independent examination, and together with Supplementary Planning 

Documents, will form the development plan for a local authority area for the 

purposes of the Act. They can include a core strategy, site specific allocations of 

land, and area action plans (where needed). Other development plan 

documents, including generic development control policies, can be produced. 

Individual development plan documents or parts of a document can be 

reviewed independently from other development plan documents. Each 

authority must set out the programme for preparing its development plan 

documents in the Local Development Scheme.  

 

Leicester Principal Urban Area: The Leicester Principal Urban Area encompasses 

all the administrative area of Leicester City and parts of Blaby, Charnwood, 

Harborough, Hinckley and Bosworth and Oadby and Wigston districts. 

 

Planning Policy Guidance notes: are expressions of government policy on 

particular planning topics. The Government is replacing Planning Policy 

Guidance notes with Planning Policy Statements. 

Planning Policy Statements: are prepared by the Government to explain 

statutory provision and provide guidance to local authorities and others on 

planning policy and the operation of the planning system. Local authorities must 

take their contents into account in preparing their development plan 

documents. The guidance may also be relevant to decisions on individual 

planning applications and appeals. 
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Supplementary Planning Documents: cover a wide range of issues on which the 

planning authority wishes to provide policy guidance to supplement the policies 

and proposals in development plan documents. They are not subject to 

independent examination.  

 

Street Clutter: refers to streets or public spaces that have an over supply of, 

either, street furniture, signage or road markings making the space or street look 

cluttered. 

 

Target Hardening: for the purpose of this document can be defined as making 

something more difficult to damage, thus discouraging those trying to damage 

it. 

 

 

 Oadby and Wigston Borough Council 
 

Tel: 0116 288 8961, Fax: 0116 288 7828 
Email: forwardplans@oadby-wigston.gov.uk 

 
Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, 

Council Offices, Station Road, Wigston, Leicestershire, LE18 2DR. 


