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This study examines the landscape character, recreational use, land use
and ecology of the Oadby and Wigston Green Wedge. The study area
comprises largely of recreational or amenity land, for the most part
intensively managed, but with a large area of arable farmland In the
southern porfion of the wedge.

The Green Wedge area Is valued by local people In terms of its use, and
at particular polnts or at certaln times Is well used, However, as a whole It

Is not perceived as having a coherent Identify and does not meet Its
potential,

This study divides the areq Into three ‘local landscape character areas’,
These fall into two broad groups; an area to the north which Is relatively
flat, assoclated with the urban environment and organised recreational
pursults and two areas to the south which lle on rising groundto
prominent dgeline, associated with rural pursuits and economy,
Pressures on each set of character areas are different however proximity
to the urban environment Is G common issue.

Brocks Hill Country Park in the centre of the Green Wedge areals a
considerable asset of the wedge, providing both a centre for recreation
and educatlon. Surrounding schools ofter a significant and valuable link
to the wedge however thelr Interaction Is imited to Brocks Hll.

Accessibility and bio-diversity do not currently meet thelr potential. The
enhancement of the wedge for these ltens Is therefore the maln lssue
that needs to be tackled. Across the wedge access Is an Important Issue
to be addressed. Links through and beyond this area are inadequate
and those that do exlst are poorly signed. Infensive management
regimes in the golf course, racecourse and farmland etc Imit the wedges
blodlversity potentlal and ecological value.

At a local landscape character area level, Initiatives shouid be based on
good examples of landscape management practice and the capacity
for new Initiatlves to be delivered. It Is Imperative when consldering any
Initlatlve to ensure that It conserves and enhances the local character
and does not substantlally alter or detract from it

Any strategy for overall land management would be greatly assisted in
belng put into practice, by making connections with people, physical
connections within the landscape and connections over time through
a programme of monitoring and review,
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1a: INTRODUCTION

The Stepping Stones Countryside Management Project repiesents a partnership that
alms fo Improve access for all, enhance the enviionment, improve people’s

awareness and encourage community participation in the countryside around
Leicester,

Leicestershire County, and several District and Borough Counclls fund the Siepping
Stones Project. The project covers a number of Green Wedge areas, identified within
relevant District and Borough Local Plans and the County Structure Plan. The Oadby
and Wigston Green Wedge Is cne ol these areas. It Is the Intenilon of the Stepping
Stones Project to prepare management plans for all the Green Wedges.

Whilst the Stepping Stones Countryside Management Froject were represented on
the Oadby and Wigston Green Wedge Steering Group, the actual appointment of
munro+whitten Itd and Loughberougn Ecologists to carny out a study of the Green
Wedge, was determined by Oadby & Wigsion Borough Council, with funding
provided by the Steppling Stones Countryside Management Project.

The purpose of the study is to lormulate an overdli stroiegy. which can be adopted
by Oadby & Wigston Borough Council and other stakeholders, and used to guide
future management of the wedge.

The work was camed out between August and December 2003, with the fieldwork
being complsted from September to November 2003,

A number of meetings were held with the Oadby and Wigston Green Wedge
Management Stiglegy Group o guide the process and 1o ensure that the resulting
report was of a form and with a content that would be of most use to the maximum
number of stakeholders.

The report Includes @ number of pull out maps, which caon be referred to while
reading text on different pages.

The study and repari have been presented In a form that Is deliberately rich In
graphics. It Is believed that this approach s mosl appropiriate for a study of this kind,
ieflecting both the nature of the subjects and the importance of accesslbliity to a
general readership.

VIEWS OF THE WEDGE GALLERY 1 - refer to pull out plan page §
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METHODOLOGY

1b: GENERAL APPROACH

A desk-based study was carded out to gather background Intormation on
landscaps, access, local plan designations, wildlife, Countryside Stewardship and
archaeologleal records etc. This information was received elther from the Siepping
Stones Project Officer, Local Authority (Leicestershire County Councll or Oadby &
Wigsion Berough Council) sources or other relevant bodies such as DEFRA and the
Environment Agency. This was then collated into the report.

Landscape

For the landscape character fleld assessment, the study area was divided Into two
parts norih and south of Oadby Road. Pemmissions were sought for access Into
privalely owned areas, which were then walked through and photographed. Any
area where pemmission was not glven or wos unable to be obtalned was visually
ossassed from nelghbouring accessible routes and/or areas. At the same time as
recording the landscape character, and taking photographs, the condiilon of
access routes was also recorded,

Talking to people when carrying out fleldwork, as well as observing behaviour, was
seen as an Importani means of assessing use and also perceptions towards the
londscape. Fieldworkers were therefore encouraged 1o talk io membaers of the
publlc whenever possible and conversations were noted on survey sheets, Numbers
of paople varlad largely according to the time of day or day of the week.

Landscape character assessrment was carded oul based on the Countryside
Agency's ‘Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotlond
(April 2002)°. This format wos modified 1o make the survey form more sultable to the
relatively small scale and detfalled nature of this study. Space for recording path
condltlon and other access Inforrnalion was also Included.

The report contalns an overall analysls of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and
Threats (SWOT) of the landscape character of the wedge as a whole, iogether with
SWOT analyses for each of the local landscope character areas. Following the SWOT
analyses, an overall management strategy for the study area was formulated, This
was then refined to address each local landscape character areaq.

VIEWS OF THE WEDGE GALLERY 2 - refer to pull out plan page 5§




VIEWS OF THE WEDGE GALLERY 3 —refor to pull out plan page §

Ecology

Fleld ecologists surveyed the whole extent of accessible land within the study area In
the perlod 27 October to § November 2003, Parficular landscape features, such as
fleld boundares and mature irees were noted and land use patterns were recorded.
Note was made of fealures of nature conservation Interest Including wildlife conidors.

Specles rich hedges are noted in the siraiegy, For the purposes of this sirategy
spacies rich hedgerow Includes nedgerows fhat have in thelr total length more than
six native woody specles. This definlflon has been cdopted not only because of 1he
Importance of hedgerows far a variety ol wildiife but also because of thelr role as
wildllfe coridors and thelr local imperiance in a relatively small area such as the
Oadby and Wigston Green Wedge. The Importance of different types of hedgerows
is recognised by the review of The Hedgetow Regulations 1997, This and other

nobliats and the species they support In Oadby and Wigston Borough Is highlighied In
tha Borough's Blodiversity Actlon Plan.

Mature trees have been noted in the sirategy. For the purposes of this strategy
mature trees include 1hose that by their general stature oppeared to be matue as
well as those showing obvlous signs of ageling such os hollows or rotling. Although the

majority of mature trees noted are natlve spacles sorme exolic specles are also
Included.

Oadby & Wigston Borough Councll hos provided locatlon detalls of non statutory sites
and the Lelcesteishire Environmental Resources Canire provided detalls of specles
records for the non statutory sltes.

Consufiation

Qadby and Wigston Borough Council provided detalls of known land ownership.
Telephone and wiltten contact was mode with landowners wherever possible 1o
explain the purpose of the sludy and to oblaln permission to access thelr land, Where
pemnission was not avallable, in the southern part of Ihe green wedge, the survey was
carried out from publicly accessible points or routes.




METHODOLOGY

Limifations

By far the greatest imitation to the field survey was the lack of certaln key sources of '
information. Hydrologlcal Infomation concerming the Wash Brook was unavallable as
this brook does not fall under the Environment Agency’s jurisdiction and Oadby and
Wigston Borough Councll no longer keep drainage records. Certaln Couniryside
Stewardshlp Granl documentation was confidential and as such this information Is
imited. Certaln landowners did not respond to enquilles or refused pemnission 1o gain
access {o certain parts of the wedge with resulting gaps In the study area data.

Mapping

All field data was collated and rmapped using Yectorworks software on Apple
Macintosh machines, to produce the results In elther jpeg or, if required, dxf data
formats. All text ls included In the Supplemeniary Information Compact Disk in a
MicrosoH Word format and 1s 10 be provided to Oadby & Wigston Borough Councll.

VIEWS OF THE WEDGE GALLERY 4 - refer to pull out plan page §
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2a: PHYSICAL SURVEY
TOPOGRAPHY

The Green Wedge study area falls Into two distinclive parls fopograghically, To the
narih of Oadby Road the landtorm Is gently undulating. These undulations form a
shallow valley from 75m at the lowest point In the souih east of the area rslng to 90m
in the north and 85m In the south. The low ground here s assoclated wilh the wash
brook corridor a fast Howing stream that flows east to west across the wedge.

In controst land to the south of Qadby Road rises gradually southwards from 85m
above sea level to a ridge of 115m approximately half way down this area. This high
point Is a strong rldgeline feaiure, which runs east to west across the wedge. To the
south of this point the kand begins to drop away agaln down to the line of a second
brook cailed Black Well Syke, sitting 90m abaove sea level.

Views from the ridge are wide ranging encompassing the entire Green Wedge areq
and beyond into ihe bullt environment, Similarly views to the ridge from other paris of
the Green Wedge are possible, amplified by a number of mature frees towards the
ildge crest which act as local poinis when viewed from some distance.

Views In the northemn portlon of the Green Wedge are much mors limited. From the
valley floor at 75m views are relallvely resticted giving the area a shiong sense of
contalnment. Vlews from the higher ground In this area are extensive eas to west
pioviding a sense of ihe scale of the area. In conlrast small fragmented lengths of
hedgerow cften Interrupt views north to south.




500 1000m
map [a bazed upon Ordnance Strvey malerlal with the permissicn of Otdnanea Survay on behall of the Contrallac of Her Majesty's
{atlonary Office € Crown copyrght Unainherised reproduclion infringes Crown copyright and may bead to prosecution of chvil proceedings.
Oadby and Wigston Borough Coundil, LA 078691, 2004,
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PHYSICAL SURVEY

GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Solld Geology

The underiyling rock within this study area consists almost entirely of clay, mudstones

and limastone, With clay being the predominant geclogy to the south and limesione
o the north.

Dritt Geology

The majorlty of the area Is coverad with Glaclal 1lll which Is chalky In places. There are
smalle: areas whare no drilft cover has been recorded.

Solls

The majoiity of the wedge area Is unsurveyed, noted as malnly urbon and Industrial
area an the solls of Midland aond Western England map 1983. To the south of the
wedge howevar the solls are recorded as a Ragdale soll. This type of soll belongs to
the surface water gley soll type, which Is characterlstically seasonally waterlogged

and slowly permeable, This soll can be both clayey and fine loamy over clayey solls
with calcoreous clayey solls on slopes.




PHYSICAL SURVEY
FLOOD RISK

The Wash Brook
There are three notable watercourses In the Green Wedge. The laigest of ihe three I

the Wash Brook, which flows east o west across the wedge entering the area from
the south side of Oadby Road.

The brook emerges from a culvert on the wedge boundary with housing of Oadby. Il
then flows west along a densely vegetated chonnel merging with ¢ secondary am
that flows south post Lucas Marsh from lis ongin al a rdsing spring fo meet the brook.

The brock confinues flowlng for a shoit stretch along a well vegetoted channel as it
crosses underneath Oadby Road and flows past the alloimenis. The brook then
crosses through the Racecourse and the golf course and on through the wedge
boundary Into Knighton Park. In confrast along this stretch there Is limited bank side

vegatation as mowing regimes keep tall grasses and woody vegetallon down to a
minimum.

Hydrologlcal Information concermning the Wash Brook was unavalloble, os this brook
does not fall under the Environment Agencies |uisdicion ond Cadby ang Wigston
Borough Councli no longers keep drainage records. We know through consuitailon
with landowners that this is a critical watercourse* and Is sublect to leve’s of flooding
at peak flow. As no records are avallable the full extent of any flood sk Is unknown.

Severn Trenl Water does have a nearby pumping slatlon and may possibly undeitake
a degree of malntenance along the brook te coincide wilh pumplng operations.

Other water conitdors

There are two other streams In the Green Wedge. The first Is a small, narrow stretch of
flowing water that crosses ihe Trlangle, also known as Racecourse Meadow, norih of
Paimerston Way. Although litle more than a ditch It Hows through an area of

ecological value and as such ought to be assessed In more detail, although unllkely
to cause a flood 1lsk.

The second watercourse called Black Well Syke, runs along the southern boundary of
the wedge before leaving the boundary and flowing directly south through open
countryside. As with the two other water comidors there are no records and as such a
flood assessment cannot be undertaken.

* ‘cificol watercourse’ i an Envirenment Agency waterway classllication.




2b: ECOLOGICAL SURVEY
AN OVERVIEW

The Green Wedge can be geographically divided Into three main habttats of;
amenity grassiond on the golf course and Racecourse 1o the north, young woodiand
at Brocks Hili Country Park in the centre and arable flelds to the south. In the north
and centre ihere are other habltats including species rich hedgerows, mature trees,
semi Improved grassland and the willdiife coridor of the Wash Brook. The latier

provides a malor ecologlcal link between the northern and central sections of the
Green Wedge.

Records from the Lelcestershire Environmental Resources Centre show that there are
records for badger and the field survey conflimed 1hat they are well established In
the northem pari of Ihe Green Wedge. An old record exlsts for grass snake and there
Is & more recent record for water vole at Lucas’ Marsh, The field survey did not find
any obvious evidence of the presence of water vole on the Wash Brook or other
wdtercourses but did find evidence of mink, one possible explanation for thelr
absence. Bats have been recorded In the vicinlty of he Green Wedge and It Is highly
likely that they feed over the golf course, Racecourse and Brocks Hili Country Park.

Brocks Hill Country Park has a variely of habltals many of which are siill comparatively
young. With fime and appropriate management there Is every expeciation that the
nature conservailon value of the Couniry Park will Increase. By contrasi, the
overriding Impression s that 1he northern and soulhem sections of 1he Green Wedge
are falling to meet thelr potential for wildlife inlerest, Intensive management of the
goll course and Racecourse has diminished Its value for wildlife, Small pockets of
potentially more interesting habitat such as {rees, sciub and hedgerows are isolated
from cne another further reducing thelr value (please refer to plan opposite). More

sympathetic management of the wWash Brook cortldor would conslderably Improve Its
volue 1o widlife,

The arable fields to the south are also Intensively managed to the detriment of
wildlife. The planfing of more connecting hedges, the creation of field margins and
appropricte management of Black Well Syke on 1he southemn boundary would
greatly Improve the nature conservation Interest of this part of the Green Wedge.

A number of birds were recorded durng the field surveys. The lateneass of the season
ond the fact that habitat such as ihe orable flelds had just been ploughed probably
accouni for the fact that mosi of them were common specles. Specles of porticulor
Interest have been noled In 1he 1ext.
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ECOLOGICAL SURVEY

LANDUSE AND LANDSCAPE FEATURES SURVEY

The northein ateq of the Green Wedge Is dominated by the large open expanses of
Cadby golf course and Leicester Racecourse, Both courses are heovlly managed
wlih most of the grounds comprising of regularly mown amenliy grassland. The golf
course has scatared clumps of planied lrees and omamental pianting with remnant
hedges and a specles rich hedgerow on the boundary with Knighton Park. In the
south eastern corner of the course there Is an area of imporiani wet grassland
habital. This rank wet grassland is dominated py tulted halr-grass. A diverse wetland

flora hos been recorded at this site In the pasi. Snipe was flushed from this site during
the fleld survey.

The Racecoursa also has remnani hedges and two areas of woodland and scrub in
the south ond eastern part of the site. Many of the frees and scrub are grown to
provide material for horse jumps on the Racecourse. There are numerous signs of
badger activily on the Racecourse. The Racecourse also ownsland In the north of
the green wedge Including the Tdangle or Racecourse Meadow as Ifs otherwise
xnown. This small area of land has been documented as ecologicaily significant.
Information suppilled by Oadby and Wigston Borough Council indicates that the

Tilangle has an area of specles rich ldge and furrow grassland with seasonally wet
areqas.

The Trlangle also has a specles fich hedge with mature trees backing onto houses on
the western boundary and species rich roadsde planiing. A hedgerow with mature

trees divides the Triangle In two. A great spotted woodpecker was recorded in one
of the frees.

A small polluted watercourse crosses the northern part of the Triangle. A snipe wos
recorded here during 1he fleld survey. Nearby Is a sliver birch plantation used to
provide maledal for horse Jumps. It Is understood that further planting Is belng
consldered. There Is an old record for grass snake on this site.

The Wash Brook runs west through the Rocecourse ond golf course ond Into Knighton
Park. It Is a recognised Widlfe Cormidor (O&W BAF) with a faldy diverse aquatic flora
as It flows through the golf couise. Snipe were flushed on saveral occoslons from the
brook. The Wash Brook recelves a discharge from the sewage treatment works to the
oast of ihe Rocecourse.

In 1he south east comer of this character area the Wash Brook flows pasl alloiments,
The Tigess tralning ground, the civic amenity site and an area of tall elder scrub. The
brook at this point Is clear, very shaded as it passes the clvic amenity site but more
open near to Oadby Road. A grey wagtal was recorded on fhis siretch of the brook.

South of Qadby Road the Green Wedge Is composed predominately of Brocks Hlll
Country Park and arable farmiand. The Wash Brook east of the Couniry Park s
comprised of two amms both heavily shaded by iall frees. A woodcock was flushed
from the brook during the fleld survey.




