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30: THE GREEN WEDGE GENERALLY . AN OVERVIEW

Tha Cadby and Wigsion Green Wedge study area falls between two character areas |
Idenitiied in the Lelcestershira County Councll Landscape and Woodland Strategy i
2001, those belng the 'Upper Soar’ and 'High Lelcestershire’. The character of the | .
Green Wedge area connot, however, be attiibuted to eliher one or the other as the i

surrounding urban envilonment exerts such a substantial Influence on the Green v
Wedge fhal It takes on a unique character of lts own.

The main teatures, In general temms, of 1his landscape are:

Urban Influences.
Enclosed rofing landscapa with distinct high leve! ridges.

Arable emphaosis 1o the south and an amenlly or recreational emphasls lo the north.
Litha esiablished woodiond,

Somne evidence of idge and furrow.
Field ponds.

Physical extent

This study area Is charactersed by containment. The Green Wedge Is bounded north,
aast and west by the bullt environment, Farmiand to he south, In contrast, provides
lIinks to open countrysida. The wedge Is approximately 2.8km In length (norfh - south)
by 1/2km wlidth in the north and 1km width at lis widest polnt In the south The narrow
width amplifies views of the urban edge across this area, whichin turn acts to
Increase its sense of contalnment,

The Green Wedge would appear In plan to comprise of Iwo distinct ateas, north and
south, dominaled by Leicester Racecourse in the north and Brocks Hill Country Park In

the south. These iwo ‘lobes’ meet along Oadby Road, a pinch polnt only 300 meties
wide,

Boundaries

To the north west the Green Wedge Is bounded by the housing area of South
Knighton and by Knighton Park, To the west the 1own of Wigsion borders the area. To
the north east and east the town of Oadby borders the Green Wedge and to the
south the Green Wedge ad|oins open countryside.

Major physical fealuras

The study area is defined bydominant boundaries with the bulll environment.
Roundary treatments for the most part divide the wedge with the private gargens of
surrounding housing areas. These are typically fong, linear forms, which resulf In very
obvlous edges. Boundarles are In places both abrupt and obtrusive,

The chief physical feature of the study area Is a ridge of high ground, which cuis
across the area east —~waest, to the south side of Oadby Road.

Land rises south from the Racecourse at 75m above sea level fowards a crest 115m
above seq lavel on the boundary belwesn Brocks Hil and neighbouring famlond ot
which polnt the land folls away towards the countryside. This ridgeline permits wide

ranging views from its crest and acts as a landmark when viewed from some distance
away.
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3b: THE GREEN WEDGE GENERALLY - SWOT Analysis
STRENGTHS

The Graen Wedge, for the most parf, has visually sirong and clearly defined
boundares. These are almost excluslvely assoclated with buill development, malnly
residential areos but also a small number of Industilal premises,

The spatial scale and containment glves this Green Wedge a sirong sense of Inlimacy
and percelved safety.

Where publicly accessible the Green Wedge area is well used by both local residents
ond visitors. A variely of recreational aclivities are avallable both publicly and
prvately.

Brocks Hill Country Park provides an important and unlque aducational, ecological
and recreailonal resource.

The Green Wedge saems to be highly regarded and volued by its users, Threats fo
the exlstence of the Grean Wedge are taken serlously and a large number of local
resldents appear to be actively involved in managemant and/or Interest groups.

Common urban and suburban problems such os litlering are nol greally In evidence.
Much of this landscape appears well cared for. Vandallsm, though occasionally met
with, tends to be very localised.

The Wash Brook pravides a relatively coherent ecological corrddor.

The Green Wedgs has a good number of exisling mature trees which linked to the
topography acl as imporiant landmarks and provide a degree of landscaope
structure o the areaq.

WEAKNESSES

The Gieen Wedge appears to have a lack of overall Identity to its users, and hence a
lack of overall meaning. Peoaple tend, partly by virtue of the way In which they use
the landscape, to see this landscape as a series of ‘compariments’ and not asa
whole,

Use tends fo be highly concentrated, typifled by particular pursults such os dog
walking, or imHed by the necesslty to be an organisatiocn member e.g. ihe alloiments
etc or by ceitaln events e.g. race days or aiganised fooiball maiches etfc,

Conneciivity, especially between residential areos using rights of way, Is very poor.
Medlum ond longer distance journeys through the Green Wedge are currently not
possible, exacerbated by a high degree of severance by Cadby Road.




WEAKNESSES (CONTINUED)

The area Is physically spi and lragmented, although for the most part visually
coherent,

The surrounding bult environment although providing a strong degree of
confalnment has a weak relationship with the wedge i.e. all the houses back onto the

wedge rather than fronting this areq, (preventing connectivity and movement along
and through the boundarles),

OPPORTUNITIES
Increase the intrinsic identlly of ‘The Wedge' as a whole,

Define Green Wedge Entrance Polnts, using a clear, robust and imaginallve marker
system |.e. give the wedge a brand.

Increase connectivity by telnforcing and creating linkages within the Gresn Wedge,
especlally between residentlal areas, to make through routes, chicular and distant
|lourneys possible. Focus [nitially on school catchments. The aim would be jo establish
a network, with a clear hisrarchy, which would be easy, safe and pleasant to use and
stialght forward to malntain.

improva access especlalty for blecycles and wheelchalr users.

Encourage locaol residents and developers fo protect the character of the Green
Wedge by relnforcing boundarles by, for example, taigeted natlive tree and shiub

planting, tradilonal hedgerow management and replacement of fenced boundaries
with hedgerows,

Concenhate improvemenis to ecolegical quallty and habltat creation to specllic
locatlons such as along the Wash Brook cormidor and encourage access agreements
where these would not lead 1o a degradation in ecologlcal quality.

Use possible future development proposals as a means to secure, through planning

agreements over the longer temm, landscape, ecologlcal and possibly recreaiional
enhancements.

Links with open countryside beyond the Green Wedge can potenlially be established
and/or reinforced both physically and visually i.e. footpath conneclions cross
boundary tree/hedgerow planting &ic.

Engage with landowners to open up possible access roules, diversily recreatlional
cpportunities and manage the landscape In a more benign manner.

Engage with farmers to Increase the area farmed under Countryside Stewardship and
ot participate in an entry level scheme post 2004.

37



THREATS

Development pressute, due to the accessibillty of 1his area Is inevitable. Local
resldents seem to percelve consistent and almost Inevilable eroslon of the Green
Wedge.

Any Increase in trafflc along Oadby Road due to elther sutrounding transport or
residentlal development, would further increase severance effects.

A lack of attention to overall landscape management Issues will compound existing
problems and prevent the wedge from achieving s landscape, ecologlcal and
recreationol potential,

Degradation of the acologlcal quality of the wedge areq, due to pressure resufting
from Increasing land use or potential future Intensification of mowing, cropping of
grazing regimes, Is a distinct possibitity.

Further development at the margins of the Green Wedge area may increase light
pollution, whh the attendant ecological and amenity Impacts,

Addllional residentlal development nearpy moy lead 1o greater amenlty pressure
through Increased numbers of people and dogs using neighbourning access ways efc.

Conllicis of inlerest betwesn racreation and habitat creation could If nol propedy

addressed lead to ineflectlive and/or pooily Implemenied landuse and management
practices,
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3c: LOCAL CHARACTER AREAS OF THE GREEN WEDGE
GREEN WEDGE - NORTH

This local landscape character area is located between
Qadby town to the east and Lelcester Chy to the west.
The area straddies Oadby Road to the south where It
abuts the Gieen Wedge - Ceniral Landscape character
areqa. To the north this area Is bordered by the Aé,
London Road.

This Is a characteristically opan area wiih wide ranging
and largely unhindered vlews both east-west ang north-
south. Althocugh open this area has a sfrong sense of
contalnment due to a combination of highly visible
boundaries and rlsing topography fo the norh, east and
south. Boundarles are strong inecar feaiures, which for
the most par divide the Green Wedge with the back
gardens of neighbouring residential properiles and a
number of commercial premises.

Topographically this area sits within a shallow valley. The lowest point Is where the '{
Wash Brook leaves the Green Wedge at Knighton Pork in the west, The Wash Brook,
which runs across this orea from eost to wesl, Is the maln walercourse in the area, This
has been confined to a nanrow artificial channel, culverted in places, whh Iitile If any
bank side vegetation evident due to Intensive management practices. A small
number of dry ditches are also visible features within this landscape.

This character area can be broken down Into a series of distinctive and self-
contained pleces or compartments. Each piece such as the Racecourse, goif course,
alloiments elc caters for a specific recreational pursult of which the majorliy are
privately owned and limited by payment or aflendance to an event or fixiure, All of
these components combine inte a singular, 'coheslve’ landscape charactetsed by
recreallon. This cohesion Is purely visual however, as access points ond through routes
are non-existent with the exception of one route to the norh of the Racecourse,

This character area is dominated by two maln land uses, which roughly split the area 55
In two down the centre; the Oadby golf course In the west and Lelcester Racecourse P
In the east. Both are highly manlcured landscapes comprised of large swathes of 1 ]
mawn grass broken by fragmenied hedge and fenced boundaries,

Thete Is Iittle tree cover in the areq, Tha golf course accounts for the majorty of frees
with Indlvidual specimens of groups deited throughout this area. Although only a )
small number of these trees are significont ecologlcally, they have a great landscape :
significance adding hugely to the charocter of the area. In addition 1o ihe goif |
course frees there are only a few significant irees In the rest of the area, namely

individual specimens in the car park adjacent Topps Park, those between the Tigers

kaining ground and the clvic omenlty site and hedgerow specimens In land north of
Palmerston Way.

Woodland is fimited to a small area to the souin of ihe Rocecourse,




GREEN WEDGE - NORTH
Typical Views

1. View across the golf course locking south.

2. View north info the Allotments from Oadby Road.

3. View west into Topps Park (Oadby town football club).

4. Vliew north easl fowards Leicesier Raceeourses Grandstand (right) and the golf
course club house building (eff).




GREEN WEDGE - CENTRAL

This local landscape character area Is located befween
Qadby fown to the east and Wigston town to the west,
The area abuis the Green Wedge - North local
landscape character area fo the north, along the line of
the Wash Brook, before crossing the brook and wrapping
back up and around the Oadby Town Football ground to
meet Oadby Road. To the south and south east 1his ared
is bordered by the Green Wedge - South local
landscape character area.

This character area lies almost entirety within Brocks Hill
Couniry Park, with the exceptlon of one emall areq of
seml Improved grassiand fo the north east, adjacent to
Cadby Road. This landscape (s typical of a Couniry Park
In thai specific management regimes have been
employed to blend urban and rural land uses and
managemeni practices, resulling In a landscape thal has
environmental andfcr economic benefits.

The maln focus of the area k the Brocks Hil Enviconment Centre and the Parklonds
lelsure facliity. Both bulldings and thelr car parking sit comfortably within the
landscape, although dominani features they are not visually cbirusive,

As In the Gresn Wedge - North local landscape character area, boundaries are a
highly visible and dominant featura, however, In this Instance the Central landscape
character area doeas not have the same fesling of contalnment by sumoundlng
housing as the norhern character area due to its topographny.

Topographically this area compiises rising ground towards a ridgeline on the
boundary of this local landscape character area wilh the Green Wedge - South
character area. From the highast polnt views are possible across this area and
beyond with wide ranging views towards Lelcester, Views are resticted southwards as
the boundary Is marked by a stiong hedge line and new woodland planting.

New woodland planting makes up a key component of the Country Park comprising
roughly 50% of the total area. All of this planting 1s currently Immature so although It
provides a degree of spatial definiflon and emphaslses the parks pathways it does
not currenily limh views across the area. Oadby and Wigston. These views will
becoms fliitered as woodland planting matures. A number of existing mature remnant
hedgerow trees are also highly visible and important leatures within this landscape.

Pathways ate a strong feoture throughout the park, providing access ond clrcular
routes to a large portion of the area,

Besides woodland the remalning portion of this areac comprises predominantly of
sermni- Improved grassland and remnant field hedges. The majorlty of the grassland lies

between patches of newly planted woodland. The remainder Is currently being used
lor pasture.
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GREEN WEDGE - CENTRAL

Typical Yiews

). View of pedesirian access gate Into the park,

2. View along part of a clrcular pathway to the south of the Brocks Hill Centre
popular with dog walkers.

3. View of an area of new single specles woodland planting. This Is an example of a
number of woodland biocks that have been planted around Brocks Hill.

4. View north west towards the Parklands leisure centre.




LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

GREEN WEDGE - SOUTH

"é_ B ¢ = This local landscape character area is

2 ; 4 i located on sloping ground falling away to
the south from a ridgeline along the
northem boundary with the Green Wedge
- Cential local kandscape character area. I
This character area wraps up and around
the Cential character area to meet Lucas
Marsh at its northern most polnt.

Yo the south this area opens up and Is
bounded by opean countryside whereas In .
contrast to the east and west the housing
areas of Oadby fown and Wigston Town
respectively, bound the area.

e

This areq Is predominantly under an Intenslve arable regime with medium 1o large
skzed flelds, Some smaller flelds do exist to the norlh, whete they form part of Brocks Hil 1
Country Park. Although farmead under Countryside Stewordship these fields are In i
keeping with the farmland character of the southern portion of the wedge. Strangely [ i
ihe Green Wedge boundary to the south west cuts through three small fields,

The area Is characterlstically open with wide ranging views southwards as the wedge
widens. This sense of openness ks accentualed by the lack of mature tree groups. Tree
cover |s poor with only a small number of hedgerow tiees visible across the area. A

line of forrmer hedgerow trees punciuate the cenire of ihe areq, these now stand as
Individual field specimens.

e

Boundarles are also highly characteristic boih internally and perdpherally. Internal
boundanes compilse predominantly of well managed natlve hedgerows contalning
a small number of hedgerow trees, Peripheral boundares In contrast are compdsed
predorminantly of rear garden fencing. The southern boundary Is a notable exception
as this boundaty does not follow a recognisabie boundary fealure, (g porfion ol the
boundary cuts directly through the cenfre of a number of fields). A narow
watercourse called Black Well Syke does provide a degree of division between this
area and the open countryside beyond.

—
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Around the flelds In the northem part of this area grassed headlands act to visually |
relnforce fleld boundarles. These headlands act as unauthorked, informal access and
pathways for walkers Into the area from Brooks HIl Country Park. 1

Public occess Is Imited. There Is only one roule, part of the Meres also known as the

Two Steepies Walk that cuts across the area from Wigston Town towards Great Glen
and Newtan Harcourt.
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GREEN WEDGE - SOUTH
Typical Views

1. View along flelds adjacent the western boundary of the Green Wedge.

2, View south east passed housing Into open countryside.

3. View south along the edge of arable flelds within Brocks Hill Country Park, typified
by hawthom hedgerows and headland fleid margins.
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LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS - SWOT ANALYSIS
GREEN WEDGE - NORTH

NGTHS

High degree of containment leading to strong sense of characier and locallsed
Idenilty.

. Clearly defined land uses.

. Strong boundarles around the peilmeter of the Green Wedge area.

. The Wash Brook corrldor.

. There are o good number of existing mature trees across the area.

WEAKNESSES

—
-

P

Accessibility Is very poor and publicly accessible routes linking across and along
the character area are net possible,

Character area highly comparimentallsad with little If any overall identify.
Recreatlonal pursults generally highly speciflc and limited.

None of the mature kiees in this cnaracter area currently have Tree Presarvation
Orders,

OPPORTUNIES

e N

. Increass connectivity by reinforcing and creating linkages within the character
areq, lo make through routes, circular and distant joumneys possible.

Engage with landowners to adopt more benign landscape management
practices.

Increase blodlversily potential.

Engage with landowners to diversify recreational opportunities.
The Wash Brook cornldor.

THREATS

1
2
3
4,
5
6

. Continued Intensive management practlices.

. Degradation of the ecological quality of the character areo, due 1o land use
pressures,

. Localised flood sk,

increased pressure on the landscape due to locallsed overuse by increasing
numbers of people/visitors.

. Increasad levels of traffic along Oadby Road exacerbating severance of
Green Wedge.

. Conflicis of inferest betweean habltat creation and recreation/access.
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GREEN WEDGE - CENTRAL
STRENGTHS

1. High degree of contalinment leading to strong sense of character and locallsed
idendity.

2. Brocks Hill Environmentol Centre Is well used and highly regarded, otfering
unigue oppartunities for Informal recreafion and education and facliates
community Involvement with the Green Wedge.

Clearly defined land uses,

strong boundaries around the perimeter of the Green Wedge area, a number
of which are noled to be anclent hedgerows.

A variety of establishing habitats.

There are a good number of exlsling mature trees across the areq.

WEAKNESSES

ot AW

1. Access Is restricted as there Is a lack of access polnis.

2. Publicly accesslbla routes linking across and through this character area are
difficult. Routes between this characler areq and fhe Grean Wadge South
character areq are uncfficlal and may cause conflict.

3. Sumounding schools have no direct accass.

4. Segregated from the Grean Wedge - Norlh characier area by Oadby Road.

OPPORTUNITIES

1. Incraase conneclivity by reinforcing and creating linkages across the Character
areaq, to make through routes and distant journeys possible.
2. Explore direct access and links to nelghbourlng schools.

THREATS

1. Degradallon of the ecological quallly of the character areq, due to land use
pressures,

2. Increased pressure on the landscape due to locallsed overuse by increasing
numbaeis of people/visitors.

3. Increased levels of traffic clong Qadby Road exacerbating severance ol Green
Wedge.

4. Contllcts of interest betwesn habitat creation and recreation/access.




GREEN WEDGE - SOUTH
STRENGTHS

1. High degree of containment leading to strong sense of character and localised
Identity.

2. Strong visual connection to 1he surrounding countryside.

3. Clearly defined land uses.

4. Generally strong boundaries arcund the perdmeter of the Green Wedge.

5. There are a number of exlsling mature hedgerows and hedgerow trees across
the areaq.

6. A large area Is akeady under the Countryside Stewardship Grant Scheme.

WEAKNESSES

1. Access Is resticted due to a lack of access poinis. 1
2. Pubficly accesslble routes linking across and Ihrough this characler area are
difficuli. Routes between this character area to the Green Wedge - Central |
characier area and sunrounding countryside are poor. ||
3. Alaige number of unofficlal routes, {desite ines) exlsl which may causs
potential conflicts of interest between the public and landowners,
4. Surrounding schools have no direct access.

OPPORTUNIMES

1. Increase conneciivity by reinforcing and crealing linkages across the

Character oreq, o make through rouies, clrculor and distant journeys possible.

Explore direct access and links to neighbournng schools.

Alternotive land uses for recreation ol certaln key locatlons. {
A larger area brought in line with the Countryside Stewardshlp Grant Scheme.

Increase blodiversity potential,

oswN

THREATS

1. Degradation of the ecological quality of the character areq, due to sustained
land use pressure and Intensive farming practices. |
2. Contlicis of Inlerest between habttat creation, recreation/access and |
economic use.
3. Developrmeni pressure at the maigins of ihe Giean Wedge reducing the
potentlal of the Green Wedge.
4. Contlnued Intensive management practices.
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4a: THE GREEN WEDGE GENERALLY . AN OVERVIEW

Management of the Green Wedge should alm fo meet the objeciives set out In the
Oadby and Wigston 8orough Councll Local Plan, County Structure Plan and the
Steppling Stones Counlryside Managernent Prolect Strategy. If should also meet the
objectives of the Natlonal and Local Blodliversity Actlon Plans.

These obljectlves can be summarlsed as:

Enhance Landscape
Enhance Blodivershy
Enhance/improve Access, Recreatlon and Community Involvement.

Although the Green Wedge suffers from a lack of overall identlty and coherence this
landscape would appear io function relotively effectively in Its prlmary capacity as a

butfer between Oadby and Wigston and Is well used by selectlve numbers/groups of
people.

As the third sectlon of this document demonsirotes the Green Wedge Is made up of a
sum of paris or compartrments all of which have clearly defined land uses and thelr
own individual character. Connaciing these compartmenis through physical
linkages, sensitive management practices and diglogue between stakeholders Is the
key 1o conserving 1his landscape. This would also help to establish a single unified
Identily but more importanily enhance and enilch the environmenl so 1hat Is can
function more effectively. In olher words this landscope can be made 1o work a lot

harder for people and people can be engaged to work a lol harder for this
envlironment.

The following fist detalls five objectives we consider to be essential sues, which need
o be addressed in order that the Gieen Wedge can begin 1o meel iis potential.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

1. People

Broad scale landscape change Is impossible without engaging landowners. To do this

requires a dialogue to be established with speciflc landowners, This wlll be essential in
order jo effeci change.

Raising public awareness by actlively celebrating the Green Wedge ond promoting
the Wedge oughl to help establish the Wadges identlly and faciliiate change.

It is viial In order for this strategy to be adopted that all Council agents whether
County or Borough level, especlally planning representatives, effectively
communicate in order to farget thelr resouices successfully.

FIRST OVERALL OBJECTIVE
Establish a working group/forum Involving the Green Wedges sfakehoiders.




2. Access and Linkage

This landscape by virlue of lis poor access and fooipath/cycleway Infrastructure Is an
Insulor environment with Iimited use other then that provided by specific faclities. The
rights of way maop shows iusi how Timited occess to the Green Wedge currently Is.
Footpaths and cycle routes through this area are virtually non-existent.

The use of rights of way In the Gresn Wedge for more vigorous lypes of exerclse, such

as walking, jogging and running for Instance, Is severaly imited by this lack of
connectivity,

Brocks Hlll Country Park is unique In that | does have a network of foctpaths that offer
opportunities for o range of recreational aclivliles, however, these routes are all
clreular and contained within the boundarles of the Park.

SECOND OVERALL OBJECTIVE

Assess the Green Wedge for access and linkage opporiunifies

Explore sources of funding avallabie for the implementation or assistance in the
implementalion of any access poinfs and/or routes that are identified In the study.

3. Ecology

The Green Wedge contalns a varlety of habitals, which are linked by the Wash Brook
Wildiife Coermdot. The majority of the habllats, however, are highly managed In o
manner which Is reduclng 1helr potential to supporit more wildlife.

THIRD OVERALL OBJECTIVE

Encourage landowners fo draw up Management Pians, which seek to mary the
interesis of recreation, farming and wiidiife.

4. Poliey

This landscape clearly works as an effective buffer between Oadby and Wigston.
However, the Green Wedgs could be made to work more effectively for those that
live and work around thils landscape.

Oadby and Wigston Borough Councll’s Local Plan is o proactive and a relatively
effecilve mathod by which connections such as footpath links, safe routes 1o schools,
areas proposed for recreation et¢c con be promoted,

FOURTH OVERALL OBJECTIVE
Review the Green Wedge's boundaries, proposed foofpath links and Green Wedge
Enhancement proposalfs during the produciion of the Local Developmeni Framework.

5. Time - Monlioring and Review

Plainly the Green Wedge study area should be re-surveyed regularly in order 1o Infoim
decislon making and to assess the effectiveness of any management sttategy
adopted. Over time resulls from on going assessment of ihe Green Wedge cught to
feed or ‘connect’ back Into reviewlng the strategy lold out In this document.

FIFTH OVERALL OBJECTIVE

Specific surveys and/or management plans will be required in cerlain locations or for
particular specles followling this sirategy In order to larget funding or works.




MANAGEMENT

4b: LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT BY CHARACTER AREA

In the following section specliic management objectives hove been lald out for each
local landscape character orea In turn.

landscape charocter area they have been excluded, L.e. only those strategles that

Where we belleve cerfaln management siralegies do not apply to an individual local '
apply have bean listed. l




