
Environmental Health  

Noise from DIY & Construction Sites 
 
 

DIY Noise 
All properties need occasional maintenance and many people also like to 
improve their home from time to time. Some jobs such as hammering and 
drilling can be noisy but it is entirely reasonable to get these jobs done. We 
also realise that many people work during the day and only have the 
evenings and weekends to do their DIY, when many people are trying to 
relax! 
 
However, this does not mean that people can do noisy DIY at any time of 
day or night. Both parties need to respect each other’s need for quiet; but 
also be prepared to accept the occasional disturbance. 
 
In extreme cases DIY noise can constitute a statutory nuisance which the 
local council can deal with using powers under the Environmental 
Protection Act. More information is available about statutory nuisances on 
the noise nuisance investigation page. 
 

Construction Noise  
By its very nature construction noise can be very noisy but fortunately most of these activities only last for 
a short time. When considering complaints about construction noise, the council has to consider the 
legitimate right to carry out building work against the effect 
the noise can have on an individual. 
 
We are not able to stop construction projects altogether, but 
in very exceptional cases we can set limits on when and how 
long noisy activities can occur. In general we would want 
noisy activities to be completed as quickly as possible. 
 

Planning Permission 
With larger developments, Environmental Health are asked to 
comment on planning applications. In some cases the 
planning permission may contain conditions controlling 
construction noise but even if not the advice below is given to developers. 
 

 REMEMBER – this is guidance only UNLESS conditions have been placed on the planning 
permission. 

 The work should be carried out in such a manner so as to comply with the general recommendation of 
British Standards BS5228 ‘Code of Practice for Noise Control on Construction and Demolition Sites’ 
and in particular Section  5 of Part 1 of the Code entitles ‘Control of Noise’. 

 All works and ancillary operations which are audible at the site boundary, should be carried out only 
between the hours of 0800 and 1800 Monday to Fridays and 0800 and 1300 on Saturdays. 

 No work should be carried out on the site on Sundays or Bank Holidays. 

 All deliveries to site should only occur during the above working hours. 

 All equipment should be operated, sited and maintained so that disturbance to people living or working 
in the immediate areas is minimised.   

 Contractors should notify the occupiers of nearby buildings likely to be affected by these works, 
explaining the type of work and measures taken to minimise noise disturbance. 

 The best practicable means, as defined in Section 72 of the Control of Pollution Act 1974, to reduce 
noise to a minimum shall be employed at all times. 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.oadby-wigston.gov.uk/pages/noise_nuisance_investigations
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/40/contents

