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Detailed SA Matrices for the Policy Options for Oadby and Wigston’s Local Plan 

Housing Numbers 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to provide for the number of new dwellings consistent with the housing requirement for the Borough 
derived from the objectively assessed need. 

• Option 2: To have a housing requirement that provides for less new dwellings than the objectively assessed need for the Borough if evidence 
demonstrated that this should be the case (an alternative Council(s) in the HMA would need to take the unmet need if this were the case). 

• Option 3: To have a housing requirement that provides for more new dwellings than the objectively assessed need for the Borough if 
evidence demonstrated that this could be the case (this could include taking all or a proportion of another/other Councils unmet need) 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. ++ +/- ++ 

Option 1 would provide for the number of new homes in the Borough that would meet the objectively assessed 
need.  As such this would provide for an appropriate number of new homes locally to satisfy local requirements and 
this would likely include a provision of for affordable homes.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would provide for fewer new homes in the Borough so that the objectively assessed need would not be 
met.  Although some new homes would be provided locally, some of the local need would be required to be met by 
other authorities within the HMA.  This could make the delivery of the required amount of housing more challenging 
and may also mean that fewer affordable homes may be provided in Oadby and Wigston.  Overall a mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would provide for more homes in the Borough than would be required to meet the objectively assessed 
need.  As such this approach would also likely result in a high number of affordable homes being provided locally.  
This approach would mean that the Borough may accommodate part or all of other Council(s) unmet need but this 
would not affect the number of homes available to local residents.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 0 0 -? Option 1 and Option 2 would provide new homes in the Borough in line with and at a lower level than the 
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Justification 

inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

objectively assessed need of the Borough respectively.  These approaches would result in local growth which would 
be in line with the Council’s projections, or lower.  This would mean infrastructure provisions could be adequately 
adjusted to accommodate this level of growth without unacceptable pressures resulting on existing and newly 
provided facilities and services.  These options would be unlikely to result in unacceptable increases in pressure on 
healthcare facilities in the Borough and therefore negligible effects are recorded. 

Option 3 would provide more homes in the Borough than would be required to meet the objectively assessed need.  
This approach may involve the Borough helping to meet other Council(s) unmet need.  A higher level of housing 
growth within the Borough may result in unacceptable levels of pressure being placed on healthcare infrastructure 
and therefore a potential minor negative effect is identified in relation to this SA objective.  The negative effect is 
uncertain as it will depend on whether new healthcare facilities would be provided locally to accommodate this 
higher level of growth. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 -? 

Option 1 and Option 2 would provide new homes in the Borough in line with and at a lower level than the 
objectively assessed need of the Borough respectively.  These approaches would result in local growth which would 
be in line with the Council’s projections, or lower.  This would mean infrastructure provisions could be adequately 
adjusted to accommodate this level of growth without unacceptable pressures resulting on existing and newly 
provided facilities and services.  These options would be unlikely to result in unacceptable increases in pressure on 
community and leisure facilities in the Borough and therefore negligible effects are recorded. 

Option 3 would provide more homes in the Borough than would be required to meet the objectively assessed need.  
This approach may involve the Borough helping to meet other Council(s) unmet need.  A higher level of housing 
growth within the Borough may result in unacceptable levels of pressure being placed on community and leisure 
facilities and therefore a potential minor negative effect is identified in relation to this SA objective.  The negative 
effect is uncertain as it will depend on whether new community and leisure facilities would be provided locally to 
accommodate this higher level of growth. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

fear of crime. 
5) To promote and 

support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ - +/-? 

Option 1 would provide for new homes in the Borough at a level that is in line with the objectively assessed need. 
This would provide for an appropriate number of new homes to satisfy local requirements and would likely include 
provision of for affordable homes.  This approach would therefore help to meet the requirements of specific groups 
of residents in terms of providing suitable accommodation and would help to address local deprivation in relation to 
housing.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would provide for fewer new homes in the Borough so that the objectively assessed need would not be 
met.  Although some new homes would be provided locally, some of the local need would be required to be met by 
other authorities within the HMA.  This could make the provision of housing more challenging and specific local need 
in terms of appropriate accommodation may not be met within the Borough.  This would not address one of the 
indicators of local deprivation and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would provide more homes in the Borough than would be required to meet the objectively assessed need.  
As such this approach would also likely result in a high number of affordable homes being provided locally.  This 
approach would mean that the Borough may accommodate part or all other Council(s) unmet need and so would 
help meet the specific needs of certain groups in the Borough in terms of accommodation provision.  This approach 
could, however, place demands on local services which may affect specific local groups and may result in increases 
in local deprivation as a result.  Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is identified in 
relation to this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

--? -? --? 

All three options would result in some level of housing development in the Borough which might have negative 
effects on the local built environment and heritage assets.  In all cases, these negative effects are uncertain and will 
depend on the specific location and design of new schemes which is unknown at this stage.  As Options 1 and 3 
would provide for higher levels of development to meet the objectively assessed need of the Borough, the potential 
negative effects recorded are significant.  For option 2, a lower level of housing development would take place and 
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the potential negative effect is minor. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

--? -? --? 

All three options would result in some level of housing development in the Borough which might affect biodiversity 
and geodiversity, for example as a result of habitat loss or damage or disturbance to species.  As such, potential 
negative effects have been recorded for all three options.  The effects are in all cases uncertain given that new 
development may provide opportunities for incorporating mitigation measures and may include green infrastructure 
which might help to promote local habitat connectivity.  As Options 1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of 
development to meet the objectively assessed need of the Borough, the potential negative effects recorded are 
significant.  For option 2, a lower level of housing development would take place and the potential negative effect is 
minor. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. --? -? --? 

All three options would result in some level of housing development in the Borough which might have negative 
effects on local landscape character.  Development at greenfield sites and more rural countryside locations which 
could contribute to the coalescence of local settlements would have the potential to be most detrimental.  In all 
cases these potential negative effects are uncertain dependent upon the specific location and design of new schemes 
which is unknown at this stage.  As Options 1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of development to meet the 
objectively assessed need of the Borough, the potential negative effects recorded are significant.  For option 2, a 
lower level of housing development would take place and the potential negative effect is minor. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

-- - -- 

All three options would result in some level of housing development in the Borough which might result in the loss of 
a large total amount of greenfield land.  This would reduce the area of impermeable surfaces in the Borough which 
could affect the infiltration surface water and therefore a negative effect is expected for all three options.  As 
Options 1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of development to meet the objectively assessed need of the 
Borough, the potential negative effects recorded are significant.  For option 2, a lower level of housing development 
would take place and the potential negative effect is minor. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

- -- -- 

All three options would result in some level of housing development in the Borough which would increase traffic 
levels and the associated emissions.  Options 2 and 3 could result in the highest level of traffic generation as they 
could involve the provision of housing within other authorities to meet needs from within Oadby and Wigston 
(Option 2), or housing provision within Oadby and Wigston to meet the needs of other authorities (Option 3).  
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People would therefore be more likely to travel longer distances for work.  Therefore, significant negative effects are 
associated with those options.  Option 1 would result in housing development to meet local needs only and so the 
negative effect would be minor as journeys generated are likely to be generally shorter in distance. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  The effects of 
housing development on any scale on energy efficiency will depend on its design which is not affected by this policy.  
A negligible effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. - -- -- 

All three options would result in some level of housing development in the Borough which would increase traffic 
levels and the associated greenhouse gas emissions.  Options 2 and 3 could result in the highest level of traffic 
generation as they could involve the provision of housing within other authorities to meet needs from within Oadby 
and Wigston (Option 2), or housing provision within Oadby and Wigston to meet the needs of other authorities 
(Option 3).  People would therefore be more likely to travel longer distances for work.  Therefore, significant 
negative effects are associated with those options.  Option 1 would result in housing development to meet local 
needs only and so the negative effect would be minor as journeys generated are likely to be generally shorter in 
distance and so the increase in greenhouse gas emissions may be lesser. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 -? 

Option 1 and Option 2 would provide new homes in the Borough in line with and at a lower level than the 
objectively assessed need of the Borough respectively.  These approaches would therefore result in local growth 
which would be in line with or lower than the Council’s projections.  This would mean infrastructure provision could 
be adequately adjusted to accommodate this level of growth without unacceptable pressures resulting on existing 
and newly provided facilities and services.  These options would therefore be less likely to result in unacceptable 
increases in pressure on education facilities in the Borough and so negligible effects are recorded. 

Option 3 would provide more homes in the Borough than would be required to meet the objectively assessed need.  
This approach may involve the Borough meeting other Council(s) unmet need.  A higher level of housing growth 
locally may result in unacceptable levels of pressure being placed on local social infrastructure (including education 
facilities) and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain 
dependent upon whether new education facilities would be provided to accommodate this higher level of growth. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 -? 

Option 1 and Option 2 would provide new homes in the Borough in line with and at a lower level than the 
objectively assessed need of the Borough respectively.  These approaches would therefore result in local growth 
which would be in line with or lower than the Council’s projections.  This should avoid the potential impacts of 
uneven housing and employment growth, and negligible effects are identified. 

Option 3 would provide more homes in the Borough than would be required to meet the objectively assessed need.  
This approach may result in the Borough being required to meet other Council(s) unmet need.  A higher level of 
housing growth locally may result in a significantly higher number of new jobs being required locally to provide for 
the needs of the growing population.  As such new residents may not have access to employment opportunities and 
therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent upon 
whether new local employment opportunities might be provided to match local housing provision, and depending on 
how much of the housing is to meet the needs of people who are commuting to jobs in other districts. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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infrastructure. 
19) To promote and 

ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  While higher levels of 
growth would result in higher overall levels of waste generation, per capita levels would not be affected.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect 
for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

Amount of Employment Land 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to provide for the amount of new employment land consistent with the need for the Borough 
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• Option 2: To provide for less new employment land than the need for the Borough if evidence demonstrated that this should be the case (an 
alternative Council(s) in the HMA would need to take the unmet need if this were the case) 

• Option 3: To provide for more new employment land than the need for the Borough if evidence demonstrated that this should be the case 
(this could include taking all or a proportion of another/other Councils unmet need) 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 

0 0 0 None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

--? -? --? 

All three options would result in some employment related development in the Borough which might have negative 
effects on the local built environment and heritage assets.  In all cases, these potential negative effects are uncertain 
and will depend on the specific location and design of employment sites which is unknown at this stage.  As Options 
1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of employment development, the potential negative effects recorded are 
significant.  Option 2 would provide a lower level of employment development and therefore the potential negative 
effect is minor. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

--? -? --? 
All three options would result in some employment related development in the Borough which might have negative 
effects on biodiversity and geodiversity, for example as a result of habitat loss or damage or disturbance to species.  
In all cases, these potential negative effects are uncertain and will depend on the specific location and design of 
employment sites which is unknown at this stage.  As Options 1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of 
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employment development, the potential negative effects recorded are significant.  Option 2 would provide a lower 
level of employment development and therefore the potential negative effect is minor. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. --? -? --? 

All three options would result in some level of employment development in the Borough which might have negative 
effects on local landscape character.  Development at greenfield sites and more rural countryside locations which 
could contribute to the coalescence of local settlements would have the potential to be most detrimental.  In all cases 
the potential negative effects are uncertain dependent upon the specific design and location of new schemes which is 
unknown at this stage.  As Options 1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of employment development, the 
potential negative effects recorded are significant.  Option 2 would provide a lower level of employment 
development and therefore the potential negative effect is minor. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

-- - -- 

All three options would result in some level of employment development in the Borough which might result in the 
loss of a large total amount of greenfield land.  This would reduce the area of impermeable surfaces in the Borough 
which could affect the infiltration surface water and therefore a negative effect is expected for all three options.  As 
Options 1 and 3 would provide for higher levels of development, the potential negative effects recorded are 
significant.  For option 2, a lower level of employment development would take place and the potential negative 
effect is minor. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 0 -? -? 

Option 1 would provide for a level of employment development in the Borough which would not exceed the needs of 
Oadby and Wigston.  As such this approach would not result in an undue increase in commute inwards and outwards 
with the associated air quality emissions.   

Options 2 and 3 would provide for a level of employment land in the Borough that would be more and less than 
local requirements respectively.  As such this approach could see higher levels of in and out commuting with the 
associated emissions meaning a potential minor negative effect is identified on this SA objective.  This negative 
effect is uncertain dependent on whether or not there would be a requirement to accommodate other Council’s 
unmet need within Oadby and Wigston and vice versa. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 

0 0 0 None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 0 -? -? 

Option 1 would provide for a level of employment development in the Borough which would not exceed the needs of 
Oadby and Wigston.  As such this approach would not result in an undue increase in commute inwards and outwards 
with the associated greenhouse gas emissions.   

Options 2 and 3 would provide for a level of employment land in the Borough that would be more and less than 
local requirements respectively.  As such this approach could see higher levels of in and out commuting with the 
associated emissions meaning a potential minor negative effect is identified on this SA objective.  This negative 
effect is uncertain dependent on whether or not there would be a requirement to accommodate other Council’s 
unmet need within Oadby and Wigston and vice versa. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ -? ++ 

Option 1 would provide for new employment development at a level that is consistent with the needs of the 
Borough.  As such employment opportunities would be more likely to be provided at an appropriate level to meet the 
needs of the growing population.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would provide for less employment land in the Borough than the identified requirement.  As such 
employment opportunities might not be provided locally at the required level and therefore a potential negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The potential minor negative effect is minor rather than significant as it is 
recognised that the option may involve provision being made in adjacent authorities although this could provide 
access issues for some people. 

Option 3 would provide for more new employment land than the identified need for the Borough. As part of this 
option the Borough may be required to accommodate all or a proportion of another/other Council’s unmet need; 
however this is unlikely to affect the local provision of employment opportunities.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  While higher levels of 
growth would result in higher overall levels of waste generation, per capita levels would not be affected.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 443 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 3

 

Justification 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Housing Windfalls 

• Option 1: To include a windfall allowance in the plan in order to allow flexibility and a wider choice in the availability of new homes. 

• Option 2: Although windfalls do come forward in the Borough, for the purposes of making allocations in the development plan, not to take 
windfalls into account. Instead to regard windfalls as a mechanism to provide some flexibility if required, for example if there is delay in an 
allocated site coming forward). 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++ ++? 

Option 1 would include a windfall allowance in the Local Plan.  Historically there is evidence of a delivery of some windfall 
sites each year which make a contribution to local housing supply.  As such, homes could also be provided beyond the 
allocated sites allowing for some flexibility in terms of location and delivering new homes when development does not occur 
at allocated sites.  A significant positive effect is expected on this on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not take windfalls into account in the Local Plan.  This approach would allocate sites and use windfalls as a 
mechanism for some flexibility.  As such local need for new homes would be met but as windfall sites would not be taken into 
consideration an oversupply of new homes may result.  Historically there has been a delivery of some windfall sites each 
year but any over delivery would be minimal.  As such the significant positive effect likely on this SA objective is uncertain. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 445 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would include a windfall allowance in the Local Plan.  This approach recognises the historic role windfall sites have 
played in terms of providing for new homes in the Borough.  This approach would provide flexibility in terms of location 
beyond allocated sites and delivering new homes when development does not occur at allocated sites.  This approach could 
help to meet the needs of specific local groups in terms of required accommodation and as such a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not take windfalls into account in the Local Plan.  Windfall sites would not be taken account of in terms of 
meeting local housing needs and as such would less likely to help meet local needs in terms of specific accommodation 
needs.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this A objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded.  Windfall site applications would still be assessed against Local Plan policies relating to the 
protection of the historic environment. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

therefore been recorded.  Windfall site applications would still be assessed against Local Plan policies relating to biodiversity. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded.  Windfall site applications would still be assessed against Local Plan policies relating to the 
landscape. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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existing 
infrastructure. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Overall Strategy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to continue with the existing strategy of focusing development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and 
South Wigston, land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s). 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the 
centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective as it is assumed that the same amount of 
housing would be provided under both options.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This should mean that people 
are more easily able to access the services and facilities that are focused in those areas (including healthcare facilities) and 
any new healthcare-related development that may come forward would be more likely to be close to the existing centres of 
population, providing access for existing as well as new residents.  Opportunities for walking and cycling day to day are also 
likely to be good and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach could have the 
opposite effect to Option 1 in terms of focusing new residents near to the existing healthcare services in the Borough and 
opportunities for walking and cycling day to day may be more limited depending on whether the Direction(s) for Growth are 
developed as relatively self-contained settlements.  However, it is recognised that new healthcare facilities could be provided 
as part of new Directions for Growth which would help to mitigate potential negative effects.  A potential but uncertain minor 
negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 
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3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This is likely to result in the 
provision of new community and leisure development in areas which are highly accessible to a large number of residents and 
new residents would have good access to the concentration of existing facilities in those areas.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  As such this approach would 
mean less new community and leisure development would be provided in areas which are highly accessible to a large 
number of existing residents and new residents may have less good access to existing facilities in the main centres of the 
Borough.  However, it is recognised that new provision within the new development(s) could help to mitigate any negative 
effects.  A potential but uncertain minor negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

--? -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  The provision of a high level of 
new development at the existing centres of the Borough may impact negatively upon the existing character of Oadby and 
Wigston as well as the setting of heritage assets which are mainly focussed in those areas, meaning a potential significant 
negative effect is identified.  However, new development may present opportunities to incorporate mitigation or even 
enhance the local historic environment and effects on the built environment will be dependent upon the specific design of 
local development proposals which are unknown at this stage.  The potential significant negative effect is therefore 
uncertain. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  As such this approach could have 
less potential for negative effects on the existing character and built environment of the developed areas of the Borough.  
However, there could still be adverse effects given the extent of heritage assets within the Borough and a potential but 
uncertain minor negative effect is identified – this will also depend on the location of any Direction for Growth. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+? -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This approach is likely to result 
in the loss of a smaller area of greenfield land than otherwise might have been the case.  Given that these areas may act as 
important habitats for local wildlife a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is 
uncertain depending on the specific location of development. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  As such this approach may result 
in development occurring on more greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  These areas are more likely to 
be of importance in terms of local habitat provision.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 
although this is uncertain depending on the specific location of development. 
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9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+? - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This approach is likely to result 
in the loss of a smaller area of greenfield land than otherwise might have been the case.  Given that these areas may act to 
prevent coalescence between local settlements and are also likely to be more sensitive to change in terms of landscape 
character a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is uncertain depending on the 
specific location of development. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  As such this approach may result 
in development occurring on more greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  These areas are more likely to 
be more sensitive in terms of landscape character as well and may act to prevent coalescence between local settlements.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is uncertain depending on the specific location 
of development. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This approach is likely to result 
in the loss of a smaller area of greenfield land than otherwise might have been the case.  Given that these areas may 
facilitate the infiltration of surface water and help reduce flood risk, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.  However, this is uncertain depending on the specific location of development, in particular in relation to areas of 
high flood risk. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  As such this approach may result 
in development occurring on more greenfield land which has not previously been developed.  The loss of these areas of 
greenfield land which may facilitate the infiltration of surface water may result in an increase in local flood risk.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is uncertain depending on the specific location of 
development in relation to the areas of highest flood risk in the Borough. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 

+ -? 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  As such this approach would 
result in more services and facilities being provided in central locations in Borough where they would be more easily 
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transport related 
pollutants. 

accessible to residents by modes of transport other than private car and levels of car use by new residents may be lower.  As 
such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach could result in 
higher levels of car use, depending on whether services and facilities are provided to meet the needs of the growing 
population alongside the housing development.  As such a potential minor negative effect is identified in relation to this SA 
objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This approach could result in 
lower levels of car use and the associated emissions as people would be located closer to the main concentrations of jobs, 
services and facilities.  Therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach could result in 
higher levels of car use and the associated emissions, depending on the location of the development and the extent to which 
it comes forward as a self-contained settlement.  As such a potential but uncertain minor negative effect is identified in 
relation to this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  As such this approach is likely to 
result in more people being located close to the concentration of essential services and facilities in the Borough including 
schools and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach could mean that 
access to existing schools and colleges is less good although effects will depend on whether new schools are provided as part 
of new development.  A potential but uncertain minor negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  People should therefore be easily 
able to access the existing jobs in those areas and new jobs would be provided close to the main centres of population.  A 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach could mean that 
new residents have poor access to existing employment opportunities in the main centres and new employment may be 
provided away from the existing population centres.  However, co-locating new residential and employment development in 
a Direction for Growth could mitigate effects.  A potential but uncertain minor negative effect is therefore identified in 
relation to this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  As such this approach would 
guide much of the development in the Borough to these central areas meaning less greenfield land may be developed.  As 
such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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infrastructure. Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach could result in 
more development at less central locations where greenfield land is more prevalent.  As such a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

+ -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  This is likely to have a positive 
effect on access to services as new residents would be close to the main concentrations of existing services and new services 
would be provided at the main centres of existing population.  Therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach would likely result 
in new essential facilities and services being provided at less central locations of the Borough where they are not as easily 
accessible to those without a car and new residents would be less easily able to access existing services.  However, co-
locating new residential development with new services in a Direction for Growth could mitigate effects.  A potential but 
uncertain minor negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 

+ -? 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, land 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area and land identified within Direction for Growth(s).  As such this approach is likely to 
result in higher levels of public transport use as links are strongest in those areas.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
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and public rights 
of way. 

expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would focus the majority of development within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser focus on the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, and/or land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  This approach would likely result 
in new essential facilities and services being provided at less central locations of the Borough where public transport links are 
not very strong, although it is recognised that improvements could be made as part of the new development.  A potential but 
uncertain minor negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 

Green Wedges 

• Option 1: Amend existing green wedge boundaries to take account of development that has occurred since their Saved Local Plan 
designation in 1999. Also amend existing boundaries to include areas that were not included within the original designation that should have 
been, for example Lucas Marsh at Brocks Hill Country Park.  The Green Wedge Review document outlines potential inclusions and exclusions 
to the existing green wedge boundaries. 

• Option 2: Make no amendments to the existing green wedge boundaries and carry forward into new Local Plan. 
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O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 

+/- - 

Option 1 would make very small amendments to the existing Green Wedge boundaries in the Borough to reflect 
development which has already taken place and also to include areas which had previously been left out but should have 
been included within this designation.  This approach should not significantly affect the extent of land available for housing 
development outside of Green Wedges because the amendments would be made mainly to reflect changes already on the 
ground.  The revised Green Wedge boundaries would more accurately represent development patterns on the ground 
meaning that there would be more clarity with regards to the evidence base used to assess housing applications.  An overall 
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provision of 
services. 

mixed effect is therefore identified. 

Option 2 would result in the existing Green Wedge boundaries being carried forward into the new Local Plan.  As such the 
evidence would not accurately affect development patterns on the ground and there is the potential that proposals for 
housing development could be limited unnecessarily.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. ++ + 

Option 1 would make minor amendments to the existing Green Wedge boundaries in the Borough to reflect development 
which has already taken place and also to include areas which had previously been left out but should have been within this 
designation such as Lucas Marsh at Brocks Hill Country Park.  As such this approach would maintain openness between 
settlements in the Borough preventing coalescence and the more sensitive areas of the countryside would be more likely to 
be effectively protected by this designation and a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in the existing Green Wedge boundaries being carried forward into the new Local Plan.  As these 
would not reflect development patterns on the ground, the designation may be less effective in preventing inappropriate 
development having adverse effects on landscape character, although the designation would still exist.  A minor positive 
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effect is therefore likely. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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sustainable design 
and construction 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

High Quality Design 

• Option 1: Have a design based policy that sets out the level of design that is required from all new development within the Borough. Have a 
set of criteria that all development proposals should meet, with the outcome of proposed development being refused if the criteria is not met. 

• Option 2: Have no specific policy relating to high quality design and use of materials.  To implement minimum requirements as set out in 
national policy and guidance. 
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1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++/-
? +/- 

Option 1 would require that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  As such, 
new housing developments in the Borough would be of a high standard.  The viability of housing development in the Borough 
may, however, be affected depending on how onerous design requirements become.  A mixed effect (significant 
positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain as it is not yet known if 
the viability of housing development would be affected. 

Option 2 would involve the design of developments, including housing, being guided by national policy.  The NPPF (section 
7) requires that planning decisions secure high quality and inclusive design beyond aesthetic considerations; however it does 
not respond to the specific issues that are faced in the Borough with regard its housing stock (for example the Sustainability 
Appraisal Scoping Report has identified that Oadby has a higher proportion of larger dwellings than any other areas within 
the Borough).  This approach would place fewer restrictions on home builders in terms of design, which may mean that 
housing developments are more financially viable but the housing may not be as high quality as might otherwise be the 
case.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 

+? +/- Option 1 would require that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  This may 
include requirements to ‘design out’ crime.  A potential minor positive effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA 
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anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

objective.  The positive effect is uncertain given that the specific details of the policy, and whether it will address crime 
specifically, are unknown at this stage. 

Option 2 would mean not having a local policy addressing the design of new developments.  As such specific guidance 
relating to design and reducing crime in the Borough would not be provided.  The NPPF through section 7 requires good 
design in new development and promotes the creation of safe environments which reduce crime and the fear of crime.  This 
approach however might miss opportunities to strengthen local design in relation preventing crime.  As such a mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

++ +/- 

Option 1 would result in a policy which requires that new development be built to the highest standards of design.  This 
approach would help to enhance and protect local character as well as local heritage assets and their settings; therefore a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean not having a local policy addressing the design of new developments.  Relying on the NPPF would 
mean there would still be an emphasis on planning decisions having a requirement to respond to local character and history, 
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and therefore a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  This approach would not be responsive to local 
circumstances, however, and would be unable to guide development at specific sensitive locations where required.  As such 
opportunities to specifically protect or enhance local heritage assets might be lost.  A minor negative effect is therefore also 
expected on this SA objective.  Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is recorded for this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ +/- 

Option 1 would result in a policy which requires that new development be built to the highest standards of design.  This 
approach could help to promote the efficient use of water at new developments in the Borough.  Measures to design to allow 
for water saving techniques may include use of low flow toilets and water efficient appliances as well as utilising alternative 
sources of water including rainwater harvesting, greywater reuse and blackwater reclamation.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean not having a local policy addressing the design of new developments.  As such specific guidance 
relating to design and the efficient management of water would not be provided.  The NPPF through section 7 requires good 
design in new development; however this approach might miss opportunities to strengthen design in terms of improving 
local water use.  As such a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

+? +/- 

Option 1 would involve a policy requiring that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and 
construction.  This may include requirements that result in developments being of improved energy efficiency.  A potential 
minor positive effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain given that the 
specific details of the policy are unknown at this stage. 

Option 2 would mean that a local policy addressing design would not be adopted.  Design in the Borough would still be 
guided by the NPPF through section 7 in particular.  This approach would promote the use of materials which respond to local 
character but which also do not prevent or discourage appropriate innovation.  This approach would not, however, address 
the opportunity for local policy to promote design which responds to local circumstances in terms of promoting energy 
efficiency in the Borough.  As such a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+? +/- 

Option 1 would involve a policy requiring that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and 
construction.  This may include requirements that result in developments limiting greenhouse gas emissions.  A potential 
minor positive is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain given that the specific details of 
the policy are unknown at this stage. 

Option 2 would mean that a local policy addressing design would not be adopted.  Design in the Borough would still be 
guided by the NPPF through section 7 in particular.  The document supports planning decisions which allow outstanding or 
innovative design.  As such this approach promotes sustainable design which may help to reduce the emission of greenhouse 
gases from new local development.  This approach, however, would miss opportunities to include local policy and guidance in 
relation to limiting greenhouse gases in the Borough and therefore an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is 
likely on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 

++ +/- 
Option 1 would result in a policy requiring that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and 
construction.  As such, this locally specific policy would result in a higher standard of design and construction being 
implemented in the Borough and would directly affect this SA objective.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 
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and construction this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in the design of development being guided by national policy.  The NPPF (section 7) requires that 
planning decisions secure high quality and inclusive design beyond aesthetic considerations; however it does not contain 
guidance which is specifically related to the Borough.  As such, although some guidance would still be given to developers 
through national guidance this approach could lead to design which is unresponsive to local requirements.  A mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

+? +/- 

Option 1 would result in a policy requiring that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and 
construction.  As such this policy may have requirements relating to the inclusion of appropriate waste management facilities 
at new developments.  Depending on the specific requirements of the new local policy a minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  As the specific details of this policy are as yet unknown the positive effect is uncertain. 

Option 2 would mean that a local policy addressing design would not be adopted.  Design in the Borough would still be 
guided by the NPPF through section 7 in particular.  As such this approach would require that new development would 
function well through appropriate design which would likely address waste management.  This approach would not 
specifically relate to guiding the design of development in the Borough, however.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor 
negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

therefore been recorded. 
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Planning Obligations 

• Option 1: Funding for new infrastructure will usually need to be secured from a range of sources, but developers will be expected to 
contribute towards all or part of the cost of providing relevant infrastructure that is directly related to new development or has a cumulative 
impact on strategic infrastructure.  Contributions will either be in the form of direct on-site provision, or via financial provision for off-site 
infrastructure. In accordance with national planning practice guidance, the threshold for which contributions will be sought is from 
developments of 11 or more units.  The mechanisms to enable maximum funding towards the delivery of infrastructure will be examined 
further as the Local Plan progresses. At this stage, it is clear that funding delivery mechanisms may include the negotiation of S106 
agreements; the development of a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule should it prove to be a viable option for the 
Borough; and / or, the negotiation of S278 agreements for highway improvements.  An Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) will be developed 
and appended to the Local Plan in order to identify the costs of the infrastructure projects that are necessary to mitigate the impact of new 
development, as well as to set out any funding gaps. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to have a higher threshold (higher than 11 or more units, as per national planning practice 
guidance) for seeking on or off-site contributions for planning obligations from new development. 

• Option 3: An alternative approach would be to have a lower threshold (lower than 11 or more units, as per national planning practice 
guidance) for seeking on or off-site contributions for planning obligations from new development. 

• Option 4: An alternative approach would be to have no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets to 
mitigate the impact of new growth, but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance.  Therefore, 
there would be no link to the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and no means to seek planning obligations towards the cost of infrastructure 
to mitigate the impact of new development.   
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1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 

++ +/- +/- +/-- 

Option 1 would help maintain links between housing and the provision of services and facilities in the area.  
In addition it may help to provide for affordable housing in the Borough.  As the contributions would be 
sought in line with the IDP any funding gaps required to maintain links with the Borough’s services could be 
sought.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 could result in development in the Borough being more profitable for developers meaning more 
housing may come forward.  Such development might, however, not be as appropriately linked to required 
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services. infrastructure and may not be required to provide contributions for local affordable housing as regularly 
meaning this type of accommodation would be less readily available in the Borough.  A mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would result in new housing development being potentially less profitable in the Borough meaning 
new proposals might be less likely to come forward.  When such schemes did come forward, however, they 
would be suitably linked to required infrastructure and affordable housing might be provided for onsite or 
through financial contributions.  A mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 4 could result in development in Oadby and Wigston being more profitable to developers in the 
Borough meaning more housing schemes might come forward locally.  This housing would not be suitably 
linked to required infrastructure, however, and would also be less likely to include affordable housing.  
Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. + +/- + -- 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  The threshold for this requirement is to be set in line with 
national guidance and contributions should be sought in line with the IDP meaning that funding gaps should 
identified and met.  This may include provision for healthcare facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would set the threshold for contributions at a level which is higher than national guidance meaning 
smaller schemes would not be required to contribute through CIL or S106 agreements.  Although some 
healthcare facilities would still be provided under this approach, at smaller schemes this would not be case 
meaning that some schemes would be located in areas which are not in close proximity of such facilities.  A 
mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative is expected on this SA objective.  

Option 3 would set the threshold for contributions at a level which is lower than national guidance meaning 
smaller schemes would be required to contribute through CIL or S106 agreements. As such, healthcare 
facilities would be provided to benefit the local population and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 4 would not seek onsite provision of healthcare facilities or offsite contributions and might also place 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 471 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 3

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 4

 

Justification 

excessive pressure on existing healthcare facilities; therefore a significant negative effect is expected on this 
SA objective.  

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+ - +? -- 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This may include provision for community and leisure 
facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments meaning 
smaller schemes would not be required to contribute through CIL or S106 agreements.  This could limit the 
amount of infrastructure/funding provided and mean that local needs are less likely to be met.  A minor 
negative is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although from smaller developments.  This could 
increase the amount of infrastructure/funding provided and mean that local needs are more likely to be met.  
A minor positive is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is uncertain because this approach 
could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore less likely to come forward so the 
associated contributions would not be made.  

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision of 
community and leisure facilities or financial contributions to provide such facilities for local residents when 
new development was agreed.  As such this approach would not only result in new development which was 
not provided with a good level of access to such facilities but it might also place excessive pressure on 
existing facilities of this type and therefore a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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fear of crime. 
5) To promote and 

support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. + - +? - 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This may include green infrastructure such as open space 
which might enhance biodiversity and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments.  This could 
limit the amount of infrastructure/funding provided and mean that biodiversity enhancements are less likely 
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to be achieved.  A minor negative is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although from smaller development proposals.  This 
could increase the amount of infrastructure/funding provided and mean that biodiversity enhancements are 
more likely to be achieved.  A minor positive is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is 
uncertain because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore less 
likely to come forward so the associated contributions would not be made. 

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision of 
open space or biodiversity offsets or financial contributions to make such provisions.  As such biodiversity 
might be more likely to be adversely impacted upon by new development and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ - +? - 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This is to be sought in line with national guidance and the 
IDP.  It may provide open space which would allow for the infiltration of surface water.  Financial 
contributions might also be used to fund local flood defences.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments.  This approach 
would therefore result in a lesser requirement for schemes to allow for open space or flood defences which 
might to reduce local flood risk.  Although some larger sites might provide for local improvements smaller 
sites would not be required to do so.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although for smaller development proposals.  As such 
new open space or flood defences which would help to reduce local flood risk might be included at many new 
developments and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, this is uncertain 
because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore less likely to 
come forward so the associated contributions would not be made. 

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision 
or financial contributions to provide open space or flood defences which might help reduce local flood risk 
when new development was agreed.  As such local flood risk would not be appropriately addressed through 
planning obligations and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - +? - 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This is to be sought in line with national guidance and the 
IDP.  It may provide sustainable transport links which would help to reduce emissions from car use.  As such 
a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments.  This approach 
would therefore result in a lesser requirement for schemes to provide for sustainable transport infrastructure 
which might benefit air quality.  Although some larger sites might provide for local improvements smaller 
sites would not be required to do so.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although for smaller development proposals.  As such 
new sustainable transport infrastructure which would help to manage air pollution might be included at many 
new developments and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, this is uncertain 
because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore less likely to 
come forward so the associated contributions would not be made. 

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
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in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision 
or financial contributions to provide sustainable transport infrastructure which might benefit air quality.  As 
such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible 
effect for all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - +? - 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This is to be sought in line with national guidance and the 
IDP.  It may provide sustainable transport links which would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
car use.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments.  This approach 
would therefore result in a lesser requirement for schemes to provide for sustainable transport infrastructure 
which might reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Although some larger sites might provide for local 
improvements smaller sites would not be required to do so.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although for smaller development proposals.  As such 
new sustainable transport infrastructure which would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions might be 
included at many new developments and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, 
this is uncertain because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore 
less likely to come forward so the associated contributions would not be made. 
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Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision 
or financial contributions to provide sustainable transport infrastructure which might reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ - +? -- 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This may include provision for schools or school places and 
therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments meaning 
smaller schemes would not be required to contribute through CIL or S106 agreements.  This could limit the 
amount of infrastructure/funding provided for schools or new school places and mean that local needs are 
less likely to be met.  A minor negative is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although from smaller developments.  This could 
increase the amount of infrastructure/funding provided for schools/school places and could mean that local 
needs are more likely to be met.  A minor positive is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is 
uncertain because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore less 
likely to come forward so the associated contributions would not be made.  

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision of 
schools or financial contributions to provide school places for local residents when new development was 
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agreed.  As such this approach would not only result in new development which was not provided with a good 
level of access to education facilities but it might also place excessive pressure on existing schools and 
therefore a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ - + -- 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This is to be sought in line with national guidance and the 
IDP.  As such this approach is expected to result in economic development in the Borough being suitably 
supported by required infrastructure.  Given the importance of strategic infrastructure (particularly the road 
network) for local economic and employment growth a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This approach would set the threshold for these 
provisions at a level which is higher than national guidance meaning smaller schemes would not be required 
to contribute through CIL or S106 agreements.  Given the importance of the local infrastructure (particularly 
the local road network) in terms of economic and employment growth this approach may not facilitate 
employment growth which might otherwise occur in the Borough.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This approach would set the threshold for these 
provisions at a level which is lower than national guidance meaning smaller schemes would be required to 
contribute through CIL or S106 agreements or onsite.  As such new economic development in the Borough 
would be supported by infrastructure provision meaning there would be less likely to be excessive pressure 
on existing provision.  Given the importance of strategic infrastructure (in particular the local road network) 
in terms of local employment and economic growth a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective 
although this is uncertain because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and 
therefore less likely to come forward so the associated contributions would not be made. 

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not allow for contributions 
to provide improvements to the local infrastructure which might be required when new economic and 
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employment growth occurs locally.  This approach would also not provide for contributions to maintain 
existing facilities and it is appreciated that local growth may put excessive pressures on infrastructure 
already present in the Borough.  As local strategic infrastructure (in particular the local road network) is of 
particular importance to the local economic and employment growth a significant negative effect is likely on 
this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 

+ - +? - 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This is to be sought in line with national guidance and the 
IDP.  It may provide sustainable transport links which would help to improve access to services for people 
without a car and make also include new local services which would ensure needs are met locally.  As such a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments.  This approach 
would therefore result in a lesser requirement for schemes to provide for sustainable transport infrastructure 
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everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

or new services and facilities.  Although some larger sites might provide for local improvements smaller sites 
would not be required to do so.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although for smaller development proposals.  As such 
new sustainable transport infrastructure and community services might be included at many new 
developments and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, this is uncertain 
because this approach could make smaller development proposals less viable and therefore less likely to 
come forward so the associated contributions would not be made. 

Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision 
or financial contributions to provide sustainable transport infrastructure of new community services.  As such 
a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

+ - +? - 

Option 1 would require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of new 
development on existing strategic infrastructure.  This is to be sought in line with national guidance and the 
IDP.  It may provide sustainable transport links and so a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although only from larger developments.  This approach 
would therefore result in a lesser requirement for schemes to provide for sustainable transport infrastructure.  
Although some larger sites might provide for local improvements smaller sites would not be required to do 
so.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would also require contributions or the provision of infrastructure onsite to mitigate the effect of 
new development on existing strategic infrastructure although for smaller development proposals.  As such 
new sustainable transport infrastructure might be included at many new developments and a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, this is uncertain because this approach could make smaller 
development proposals less viable and therefore less likely to come forward so the associated contributions 
would not be made. 
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Option 4 would result in no policy which required the delivery of new infrastructure to support development 
in the Borough being incorporated in the Local Plan.  As such this approach would not seek onsite provision 
or financial contributions to provide sustainable transport infrastructure.  As such a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Infrastructure 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is that the Local Plan will contain a policy that seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to 
support the existing and future population to ensure the successful delivery of sustainable growth.  Infrastructure is a wide ranging term to 
refer to all the facilities that are provided to enable a place to function efficiently and improve the quality of life of people living and working 
in the Borough of Oadby and Wigston.  An Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) will be developed and appended to the Local Plan in order to 
identify necessary infrastructure projects that are necessary to mitigate the impact of new development.  

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to have no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets to 
mitigate the impact of new growth, but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 

0 0 

Option 1 would require a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  It is expected that this type of provision would be made through CIL or planning 
obligations meaning developers of new homes locally would be required to meet some of the associated costs.  This may 
impact upon the viability of local housing for developers; however it is likely that CIL charges would be in place at a similar 
cost in other Local Authorities meaning the rate of development is uniquely to be impacted upon.  As such a negligible effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 
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services. Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  As such the costs faced by local home builders would be unaffected by increased requirements to provide 
supporting infrastructure.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.   

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  Given that this is expected to include healthcare facilities and open space (which may 
encourage people to lead more active lifestyles in the Borough) a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would, however, mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  As such it is more likely that 
existing infrastructure (including social infrastructure such as health care facilities) may become increasing overwhelmed as 
the local population grows with new development.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  Given that this is expected to include community and leisure facilities to support local 
growth a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would however mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  As such it is more likely that 
existing infrastructure (including social infrastructure such as leisure and community facilities) may become increasing 
overwhelmed as the local population grows with new development.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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fear of crime. 
5) To promote and 

support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

-? + 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  This for example may include large scale road provision, telecommunications 
infrastructure or other infrastructure required to support the local population (for example larger schools, or medical 
facilities) which has the potential to have a negative impact on the local built environment.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain given that any additional road provisions required locally 
may be provided in areas located away from local heritage assets. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  Although the NPPF through its core principles would require that planning decisions proactively drive and 
support sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure this approach would result in the minimum 
required amount of infrastructure being provided to meet local needs as such significantly limiting the level of development 
required in the Borough.  As such this approach would help to limit the adverse impacts on the local built environment and a 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+?/-
? + 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  This may for example include large scale road provision, telecommunications 
infrastructure or other infrastructure required to support the local population (for example larger schools, or medical 
facilities) which has the potential to have detrimental impacts on local habitats (in terms of connectivity, loss and 
disturbance) and biodiversity in general.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
uncertain given that any additional infrastructure provisions required locally may be provided in areas located away 
biodiversity and geodiversity features.  The minor negative effect is likely to be combined with a minor positive effect given 
that Green Infrastructure might be provided along with other types of infrastructure which might help improve local habitats.  
An overall mixed (minor positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  Although the NPPF through its core principles would require that planning decisions proactively drive and 
support sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure this approach would result in the minimum 
required amount of infrastructure being provided to meet local needs as such significantly limiting the level of development 
required in the Borough.  As such this approach would help to limit the adverse impacts on local biodiversity and geodiversity 
and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

-? + 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  This may include larger scale infrastructure provision which may have detrimental impacts 
on the local landscape character.  A potential minor negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective.  
The effect is uncertain given that the nature of any larger-scale infrastructure provision is not yet known and it may be 
located away from sensitive landscape areas. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  Although the NPPF through its core principles would require that planning decisions proactively drive and 
support sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure this approach would result in the minimum 
required amount of infrastructure being provided to meet local needs as such significantly limiting the level of development 
required in the Borough.  As such this approach would help to limit the adverse impacts on local landscape character and 
landscape areas which have been identified as being sensitive to change in particular.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 
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10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+? - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  As such this may include for the provision of new waste water treatment facilities and 
therefore an uncertain minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective,  The effect is uncertain given that it is unclear 
whether this type of provision would be made in the Borough 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would however mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  As such it is more likely that 
existing infrastructure (including waste water treatment infrastructure) may become increasing overwhelmed as the local 
population grows with new development.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+?/-
? 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  As such the provision of new infrastructure particularly larger scale transport 
infrastructure may encourage the use of private cars in the Borough.  This would lead to an increase in pollutants in the 
Borough arising from transport and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is 
uncertain dependent upon this provision being made.  Given that new sustainable transport links might also be provided as 
part of any infrastructure improvements an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected on this SA objective.  An overall 
mixed effect (uncertain minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  As such this approach should not result in the provision of larger scale transport infrastructure to the same 
extent.  Although there would be unlikely to be a local improvement in local air quality, journeys by private car would be 
unlikely to be encouraged in the Borough and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+?/-
? 0 

Option 1 would result in for a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing 
and future population of the Borough.  As such the provision of new infrastructure particularly larger scale transport 
infrastructure may encourage the use of private cars in the Borough.  This would lead to an increase in local greenhouse gas 
emissions arising from transport and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect 
is uncertain dependent upon this provision being made.  Given that new sustainable transport links might also be provided 
as part of any infrastructure improvements an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected on this SA objective.  An 
overall mixed effect (uncertain minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  As such this approach should not result in the provision of larger scale transport infrastructure to the same 
extent.  Although there would be unlikely to be a local improvement in greenhouse gases, journeys by private car would be 
unlikely to be encouraged in the Borough and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  As such the provision of infrastructure required to support local employment growth such 
as improved road connectivity and telecommunications would be supported.  Employment growth is expected to allow for in 
house training schemes and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The provision of new 
infrastructure in the Borough may allow for some new school facilities to be provided meaning there is potential for this 
positive effect to be enhanced. 
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Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would however mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  Failure to promote the provision of 
supporting infrastructure may discourage employers from investing in the Borough and therefore the benefits of any in 
house training programmes which might occur as a result of new employment opportunities will not result in the Borough.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ -- 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  As such this policy would directly result in the provision of local infrastructure (such as 
improved road connectivity and telecommunications) to support employment growth in the Borough.  A significant positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would however mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  Failure to require for the provision 
of local supporting infrastructure is likely to discourage employers from investing in the Borough stagnating local growth and 
job provision.  Therefore a significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 0 +/- 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  Existing infrastructure would however most likely continue to be made use of to support 
local development and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would however mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  As such existing infrastructure in 
the Borough would be required to be made use of to facilitate new growth.  The lack of provision of new infrastructure which 
might result may however cause existing infrastructure to be overwhelmed as development is provided in the Borough.  
Overall a mixed effect (minor positive effect/minor negative effect) is likely on this SA objective. 
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19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

+? 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support existing and 
future population of the Borough.  Given that new sustainable transport links might be provided as part of any infrastructure 
improvements this approach may help to improve access to services for those who do not have a car.  As such a minor 
positive but uncertain effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
introduced.  As such this approach is unlikely to impact on the provision of local infrastructure which might allow resident’s 
without a car to access facilities in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. +?/-

? 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which seeks the provision of new and improved infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population of the Borough.  As such the provision of new infrastructure particularly larger scale transport 
infrastructure may encourage the use of private cars in the Borough.  This may be to the detriment of local use of public 
transport and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent 
upon this provision being made.  Given that new sustainable transport links might also be provided as part of any 
infrastructure improvements an uncertain minor positive effect is also expected on this SA objective.  An overall mixed effect 
(uncertain minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the delivery of new infrastructure assets in the Borough being 
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introduced.  The NPPF through its core planning principles requires that planning decisions proactively drive and support 
sustainable development to deliver development including infrastructure.  This approach would however mean the 
opportunity for specific local policy to provide for local infrastructure would not be taken.  As such this approach might not 
result in the provision of larger scale transport infrastructure or any improved public transport links to the same extent.  
Although there would be unlikely to be any local encouragement for uses of public transport or public rights of way in the 
Borough as a result of this approach it would also be unlikely to result in more journeys by private car and therefore a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Green Infrastructure 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the Local Plan will contain a policy similar to that contained is CSP5. It would seek to protect and enhance 
existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as to allocate land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough, to 
ensure that the quality of life of those living and working in the Borough will continue to be enhanced as part of new development.  An 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) will be developed and appended to the Local Plan in order to identify necessary green infrastructure 
projects that are necessary to mitigate the impact of new development.  This policy will have strong linkages to the Planning Obligations 
policy in this emerging Local Plan. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy on Green Infrastructure, but instead to implement minimum requirements 
as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 

0 0 Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  This policy would have strong linkages to 
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housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

the Planning Obligations policy meaning developers of new homes locally would be required to meet some of the associated 
costs.  Any impact on the viability of the development of new homes is as a result of this policy is likely to be negligible, 
particularly because the provision of new Green Infrastructure may also help to raise the quality of local housing stock.  An 
overall negligible effect is recorded on this SA objective.  

Option 2 would result in there being no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green 
Infrastructure in the Borough.  As such, the costs faced by local home builders would be unaffected by increased 
requirements to provide associated Green Infrastructure.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  This approach would lead to increased 
provision of green spaces in the Borough which could be used by residents to engage in active outdoor recreation to the 
benefit of their health and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in there being no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green 
Infrastructure in the Borough.  National policy (through the NPPF particularly sections 8 and 11) would however still be in 
place to help protect existing local Green Infrastructure meaning any loss of this type of provision would be minimal and a 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

The provision of new and the protection and enhancement of new Green Infrastructure in the Borough is unlikely to affect 
the potential for crime in Oadby and Wigston.  This is more likely to be impacted upon by the design of such new provisions 
and the incorporation of suitable lighting systems.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. +? 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in the 
enhancement and increased provision of green spaces in the Borough which may help to improve the setting of local heritage 
assets and contribute to local character in general.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The 
positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific design of new Green Infrastructure provision and its location in 
relation to heritage assets. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure in the 
Borough being introduced.  National policy (through the NPPF particularly sections 8 and 11) would however still be in place 
to help protect existing local Green Infrastructure meaning any loss of this type of provision would be minimal and a 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

++ 0 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  This approach would result in the 
enhancement and increased provision of Green Infrastructure in the Borough which may lead to improved habitat provision 
and connectivity locally.  As this policy would directly help to provide new habitat space in the Borough, a significant positive 
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effect is expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure in the 
Borough being introduced.  National policy (through the NPPF particularly sections 8 and 11) would however still be in place 
to help protect existing local Green Infrastructure meaning any loss of this type of provision would be minimal and a 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  This approach would allow for the 
enhancement and increased provision of Green Infrastructure in the Borough which may help to improve the local landscape 
and also mitigate the impacts of new development on landscapes which are sensitive to change.  A significant positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure in the 
Borough being introduced.  National policy (through the NPPF particularly sections 8 and 11) would however still be in place 
to help protect existing local Green Infrastructure meaning any loss of this type of provision would be minimal and a 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  The increased provision and protection of 
green spaces in the Borough would promote the infiltration of surface water and as such a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure in the 
Borough being introduced.  National policy (through the NPPF particularly sections 8 and 11) would still however be in place 
to help protect existing local Green Infrastructure meaning any loss of this type of provision would be minimal and a 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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pollutants. 
12) To manage 

prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect and enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, as well as allocating 
land for Green Infrastructure where associated with new growth in the Borough.  The protection of green spaces in the 
Borough may result in development being steered to previously developed brownfield sites in the Borough.  Therefore, a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy in the Local Plan to support the protection and enhancement of Green Infrastructure in the 
Borough being introduced.  Reduced protection for greenfield land of this type in the Borough in relation to new development 
would potentially reduce the level of development being undertaken at brownfield sites.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

Health Impact Assessments 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the local plan contain a policy which seeks to require that development proposals of a certain size and above 
are accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment which identifies the potential impacts on health from that development and any potential 
mitigation. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have such a policy in the local plan and to reply upon national and local policy to identify 
impacts of development on health. This approach is not favoured as the application of a Health Impact Assessment will be more effective. 
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1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would require that larger developments would be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  It is expected 
that the cost of such an assessment could be absorbed by developers providing larger local housing schemes while 
maintaining viability of proposals in the Borough meaning there is unlikely to be any impact on delivery of new dwellings.  
This approach is likely to raise the standard of local housing in relation to identifying potential opportunities to improving the 
health of residents.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not require that Health Impact Assessments are performed for larger development schemes (over 10ha) in 
the Borough.  As such this approach would mean potential opportunities to improve local housing stock in terms of residents’ 
health and well-being would not be identified and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

++ - 

Option 1 would require that larger developments would be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  Developers would 
be required through this process to identify the effects of new development in terms of local health and well-being.  
Appropriate mitigation of potential detrimental health impacts as well as opportunities to improve local health and well-being 
could therefore be identified and incorporated into new development proposals.  A significant positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not require that Health Impact Assessments are performed for larger development schemes (over 10ha) in 
the Borough.  As such the detrimental health impacts of larger development schemes and opportunities for improvement to 
local health and well-being in the Borough would not identified in as systematic a manner as would be case if a Health 
Impact Assessment was undertaken.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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fear of crime. 
5) To promote and 

support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ - 

Option 1 would require that larger developments would be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  As such new 
development would be required through this process to identify the effects of new development in terms of local health and 
well-being.  This approach would help new larger local development schemes to meet the needs of specific local groups who 
may be affected by it in terms of their health and well-being.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not require that Health Impact Assessments are performed for larger development schemes (over 10ha) in 
the Borough.  As such, larger development schemes in the Borough would not have taken into consideration the findings of a 
HIA.  This may result in needs of particularly vulnerable groups not being met by new local development and a minor 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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quality of the 
landscape. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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sustainable design 
and construction 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Culture and Heritage 

• Option 1: Seek to protect the local historic character of the Borough as well as its unique cultural identity. In addition to protecting nationally 
significant buildings (Listed) the Council will seek to protect buildings that are of local historic significance (Locally Listed).  The Council will 
also have policies specifically related to the protection and enhancement Conservation Areas within the Borough. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

-? 0 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance to protect the local historic character of the Borough (taken to include Listed 
Buildings, Locally Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas).  As such this may result in more stringent controls being put on 
place on potential extensions and modifications of listed properties and development within Conversation Areas, for example.  
Further control being placed on this type of development may be to the detriment of providing more suitable local housing 
stock.  Extensions undertaken by homeowners to make properties more suitable for family requirements may, for example, 
be unacceptable under a more stringent policy.  A potential minor negative effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA 
objective although this is currently uncertain depending on the criteria eventually included and whether it does in fact restrict 
residential developments. 

Option 2 would not result in a more stringent local policy in relation to protecting the local historic character of the Borough 
and would instead rely on national policy.  As such, there would be fewer restrictions on extending or modifying locally 
designated buildings and development within Conservation Areas may not be subject to as many restrictive policies.  A 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 

++ 0 
Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to the preservation and enhancement of Listed Buildings, Locally 
Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas.  As such, it would go further than the NPPF in terms of providing further locally 
specific guidance to help protect local heritage assets as well as their settings.  A significant positive effect is expected on 
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environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide any additional local policy in relation to the preservation and enhancement of Listed Buildings, 
Locally Listed Buildings or Conservation Areas.  As such heritage assets in the Borough would continue to be protected by 
national policy and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

pollution of land. 
13) To minimise 

energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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n
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p
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Justification 

opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+/-? 0 

Option 1 would result in additional local policy relating to the enhancement and preservation of Listed Buildings, Locally 
Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas being introduced.  The policy may guide redevelopment of heritage assets locally 
which may facilitate their appropriate re-use.  In addition however this approach may place increased restrictions in the 
Borough in terms of heritage led development and this may discourage developers from proposing schemes which reuse 
such properties.  The redevelopment of listed properties and properties within Conservation Areas will ultimately be 
dependent upon the decision of developers, however.  Over a minor effect (minor positive/uncertain minor negative) is 
expected on this SA objective.. 

Option 2 would not introduce new policy relating to the protection of Listed Buildings and Locally Listed Buildings as well as 
the enhancement of Conservation Areas in the Borough.  As such development of this type would continue be guided by 
national policy and would be unlikely to be slowed due to increasingly stringent requirements.  National policy (NPPF, 
Chapter 12) would help to ensure enhancement and preservation was performed to a high standard preventing significant 
negative impacts on heritage assets and their settings.  Listed and locally Listed Buildings could therefore continue to be 
successfully reused for alternative uses if required.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

 
  



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 506 November 2017 

Creating a Skilled Workforce 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the local plan contain a policy which seeks to develop sustainable communities with equality of opportunity in 
terms of education, skills and employment. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not include a skilled workforce policy and reply upon other local and national guidance. 
Although there is no specific policy requirement to have such a policy, this approach would aid delivery of the Borough’s Economic 
Regeneration Strategy 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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SA Objective 
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n
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p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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Justification 

emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

++ - 

Option 1 would provide for a policy which seeks to develop sustainable communities with equality of opportunity in terms of 
education, skills and employment.  As such this approach is likely to improve access to local education facilities particularly 
when considering that it would be in partnership with the local college and university.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a reliance on national policy to guide the development of a local skilled workforce.  As such not 
proactive approach to positive working with the local college/university would not be taken and opportunities to improve 
access to these facilities and improve local educational attainment would be missed.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ - 

Option 1 would aid in the delivery of the Borough’s Economic Regeneration Strategy.  As such, as well as providing local 
employers with a pool of skilled workers through cooperation with the local college/university, this approach would feed into 
a strategy to allow for economic growth in the Borough.  An overall increase in access to employment opportunities is 
expected to result and as such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a reliance on national policy to help boost the local skilled workforce.  This approach would not seek 
to cooperate with the local college/university through planning policy and would also not feed into the Borough’s Economic 
Regeneration Strategy as such not providing support for its implementation.  As such a minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  
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Justification 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

and public rights 
of way. 

Regeneration Schemes/Large Scale Change Sites 

• Option 1: The Council is proposing to carry forward a similar approach to Regeneration and Large Scale Schemes as currently set out within 
the Core Strategy (Policy 3), however will go into more detail on specific regeneration (large scale change) sites that will come forward 
through the new Local Plan process.  Currently Core Strategy Policy 3 sets out a general approach to large scale change and regeneration 
sites and requires the production of either, masterplans, development briefs and / or appropriate plans or strategies. This general policy will 
continue for ‘windfall’ sites, but for sites that are known about and are proposed to come forward through the plan process will have specific 
policies, for example Kilby Bridge village envelope, Kenilworth Drive, Stoughton Grange and the town centre sites will be incorporated. 

• Option 2: To not have a policy and implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance  

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure the delivery of high quality housing as 
part of these types of developments and a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 
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Justification 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that health and wellbeing 
considerations are taken into account in planning such developments (as required in Core Strategy Policy 3); therefore a 
minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that the provision of community 
infrastructure is taken into account in planning such developments (as required in Core Strategy Policy 3); therefore a minor 
positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that community safety is taken into 
account in planning such developments (as required in Core Strategy Policy 3); therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

++ - 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  Policy 3 requires that new development at such locations should take into 
consideration local townscape character.  It is expected that guiding the regeneration of larger sites through appropriate 
masterplans or development briefs should help to protect and enhance the local built environment and address and mitigate 
any impacts on heritage features.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and therefore large-scale developments 
may be more likely to have adverse impacts on the townscape and heritage assets, without the policy protection provided 
through the Local Plan including the site-specific policies to be prepared.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. + 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that the potential impacts of 
development on biodiversity are taken into account in planning such developments (as required in Core Strategy Policy 3); 
therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 

++ - 
Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  Policy 3 requires that new development at such locations should take into 
consideration local landscape character.  It is expected that guiding the regeneration of larger sites through appropriate 
masterplans or development briefs should help to protect and enhance the local landscape and address and mitigate any 
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Justification 

landscape. potential adverse impacts.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and therefore large-scale developments 
may be more likely to have adverse impacts on the landscape, without the policy protection provided through the Local Plan 
including the site-specific policies to be prepared.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that the potential constraints to 
development (taken to include flood risk) are taken into account in planning such developments (as required in Core 
Strategy Policy 3); therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+? - 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  Depending on what masterplans cover, they could encourage the use of 
sustainable transport use by ensuring that this is planned into developments which would benefit air quality.  Policy 3 in the 
Core Strategy specifically requires that masterplans or equivalent briefs address “transportation issues and solutions” 
although it does not specifically refer to sustainable transport use.  A potential but uncertain minor positive effect is 
therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and therefore large-scale developments 
may be more likely to have adverse impacts on air quality as a result of increased car use.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore likely. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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develop renewable 
energy resources. 

therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+? - 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  Depending on what masterplans cover, they could encourage the use of 
sustainable transport use by ensuring that this is planned into developments which would help to mitigate potential increases 
in greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles.  Policy 3 in the Core Strategy specifically requires that masterplans or equivalent 
briefs address “transportation issues and solutions” although it does not specifically refer to sustainable transport use.  A 
potential but uncertain minor positive effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and therefore large-scale developments 
may be more likely to have adverse impacts on greenhouse gas emissions as a result of increased car use.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore likely. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that the potential impacts of 
development on access to education and training opportunities are taken into account in planning such developments (as 
required in Core Strategy Policy 3); therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 

+ 0 Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure the delivery of high quality 
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innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

employment land as part of these types of developments and a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction ++ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy but would go into more detail on 
specific regeneration sites to come forward through the new Local Plan process.  As such the regeneration of large-scale 
sites would be undertaken in line with masterplans or equivalent development brief documents.  This is to include 
consideration for “sustainable construction and design” as per Policy 3 in the Core Strategy and therefore a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The comprehensive nature of the masterplanning process is expected to 
amplify any potential positive effect in relation to sustainable design. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy but would go into more detail on 
specific regeneration sites to come forward through the new Local Plan process.  Given that this approach would take into 
account waste management and recycling as required by Policy 3 of the existing Core Strategy, a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 
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Justification 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  This approach should help to ensure that such developments are planned 
comprehensively to take into account considerations associated with access to services (as required in Core Strategy Policy 
3); therefore a minor positive effect is likely. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore 
likely. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. +? - 

Option 1 would carry forward a similar approach to Policy 3 of the current Core Strategy which requires masterplans to be 
prepared for large-scale development proposals.  Depending on what masterplans cover, they could encourage the use of 
sustainable transport use by ensuring that this is planned into developments.  Policy 3 in the Core Strategy specifically 
requires that masterplans or equivalent briefs address “transportation issues and solutions” although it does not specifically 
refer to sustainable transport use.  A potential but uncertain minor positive effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would mean that a similar policy approach is not included in the Local Plan and therefore large-scale developments 
may be more likely to have adverse impacts in terms of increased car use.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 
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Regeneration Strategy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to continue to focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, though an 
appropriate package of support provided through the development plan including allocation of sites and provision of regeneration related 
infrastructure 

• Option 2: To withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston and focus allocation and 
infrastructure away from the centres. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston which would include appropriate infrastructure provision.  This is likely to include social infrastructure such as 
healthcare facilities and the provision of these facilities centrally would make them accessible to a high number of residents 
in the Borough.  Focussing regeneration in central areas may also increase levels of walking and cycling and a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  As such social 
infrastructure including healthcare facilities could be provided at less central locations where it would be less easily 
accessible to most residents and levels of car use may be higher.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston which would include appropriate infrastructure provision.  This is likely to include social infrastructure such as 
community and leisure facilities and the provision of these facilities centrally would make them accessible to a high number 
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leisure facilities. of residents in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  As such social 
infrastructure including community and leisure facilities would be provided at less central locations where it would be less 
easily accessible to most residents.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 

++? -? 
Option 1 would focus regeneration efforts on the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  As such this would help to 
enhance the character and setting of heritage assets of these areas through appropriate new development.  A significant 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain given that an impact on the local 
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environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

built environment will be dependent upon the design and specific location of new development which is unknown at this 
stage. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  As such 
opportunities to regenerate these areas would potentially be lost (although other areas may experience benefits) and a 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is again uncertain depending on the specific 
location of developments. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+? -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach would guide much of the development in the 
Borough to these central areas meaning less greenfield land (which is likely to be of more importance in terms of biodiversity 
would be developed upon).  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective although this is uncertain 
depending on the specific location of developments. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would result in more development at less central locations where greenfield land is more prevalent.  As such the loss of local 
greenfield sites may have detrimental impacts on local habitats.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective 
although this is again uncertain depending on the specific location of developments. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+ - 

Option 1 would focus development on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  As such more 
development would be provided in central locations of the Borough away from more sensitive landscapes in the Borough.  
This approach is therefore likely to help limit impacts on the local landscape and therefore a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would result in more development at less central locations which could be in closer proximity to landscapes which are more 
sensitive to development.  The provision of new development and supporting infrastructure at these locations may have 
detrimental impacts upon the local landscape and the openness of the countryside in particular.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water + - Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 

Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach would guide much of the development in the 
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resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

Borough to these central areas meaning less greenfield land would be developed and less permeable surfaces would be lost.  
As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
could result in more development at less central locations where greenfield land is more prevalent.  The loss of this 
greenfield land could adversely affect levels of infiltration and flood risk and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach would result in more services and facilities 
being provided in central location in Borough where they are more easily accessible to residents by modes of transport other 
than private car.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would result in the provision of services and facilities which residents would require access to at less central location 
meaning more journeys by private car would likely take place in the Borough.  As such a minor negative effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach would result in more services and facilities 
being provided in central location in Borough where they are more easily accessible to residents by modes of transport other 
than private car.  This may help to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases in the Borough and therefore a minor positive 
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effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would result in the provision of services and facilities which residents would require access to at less central location 
meaning more journeys by private car would likely take place in the Borough.  This may lead to an increase in the amount of 
greenhouse gasses emitted locally and as such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach is likely to result in most of the essential 
services and facilities in the Borough being provided centrally in areas which are easily access to a high number of residents.  
This is likely to include new education facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would likely result in new essential facilities and services (including those supporting educational attainment) being provided 
at less central locations of the Borough where they are easily accessible to a lower number of residents.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach is likely to help maintain the vitality and 
viability of these town centre locations.  Providing for employment growth in terms of office development in central locations 
will also encourage employees to make use of surrounding retail services to the further benefit of the town centre and local 
businesses and employment opportunities should be more accessible for most people.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
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the local 
population. 

would provide employment opportunities at less accessible locations of the Borough and could also be to the detriment of the 
viability and vitality of the centres in question.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach would guide much of the development in the 
Borough to these central areas meaning less greenfield land would be developed.  As such this approach would likely result 
in the re-use of a greater number of brownfield sites locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would result in more development at less central locations where greenfield land is more prevalent.  As such a lesser number 
of brownfield sites may be redeveloped and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach is likely to result in most of the essential 
services and facilities in the Borough being provided centrally in areas which are easily access to a high number of residents.  
This approach is likely to improve access to these facilities for those without a car and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would likely result in new essential facilities and services being provided at less central locations of the Borough where they 
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providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

are not as easily accessible to those without a car.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would focus on the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South 
Wigston and which would allocate sites in these areas.  As such this approach is likely to result in most of the essential 
services and facilities in the Borough being provided centrally in areas where public transport links are strongest.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would withdraw support for the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston.  This approach 
would likely result in new essential facilities and services being provided at less central locations of the Borough where public 
transport links are less strong.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Retail Hierarchy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to continue to consider Wigston as a town centre (one of only two in the Leicester Principal Urban Area) 
and Oadby and South Wigston as district centres, with Oadby having the potential to establish itself as a small town centre in the future. 

• Option 2: To apply a policy approach that would see a decline in Wigston from a town centre to a district centre 

• Option 3: To apply a policy approach that would see a rise in Oadby or South Wigston to a town centre 

• Option 4: To apply a policy approach that would see a decline in Oadby or South Wigston from a district centre.  
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1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that meets 
local needs and 
links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities in 
creating and 
implementing 
solutions that meet 
their needs focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and create 
cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the historic 
environment, 
heritage assets and 
their settings. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 0 0 None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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9) Protect and enhance 
the character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, improve 
water quality and 
reduce vulnerability 
to flooding. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and avoid 
/ reduce pollution of 
land. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise energy 
use and develop 
renewable energy 
resources. 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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15) To involve people in 
preventing and 
minimising adverse 
local, regional and 
global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for children, 
young people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a strong 
culture of enterprise 
and innovation 
whilst providing 
access to 
appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for the 
local population. + - - - 

Option 1 would continue to classify Wigston as a town centre and Oadby and South Wigston as district centres.  
This would focus town centre uses in Wigston and avoid having too many town centres within close proximity of 
one another which could dilute their function to the detriment of the economy of those centres.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore likely.  

Option 2 would see a decline in Wigston from a town centre to a district centre, which would mean there is no 
defined town centre within the Borough – this could restrict town centre uses and be detrimental to the local 
economy.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

Option 3 would see a rise in Oadby or South Wigston to a town centre – while this would allow for town centre 
uses in those locations, this approach could see town centre uses being too dispersed within the Borough and it 
may not be viable to have two or three town centres within close proximity of one another.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore likely. 

Option 4 would see a decline in Oadby or South Wigston from a district centre.  This could have a negative 
effect on the economy of the centre affected, as it would be less well-used and would not offer the same range 
of services.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

18) To optimise the use 
of previously 0 0 0 0 None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
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developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

policy options has therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and recycling 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for those 
without a car, 
disabled people, 
elderly people, 
ethnic minorities 
and deprived people 
by providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Affordable Housing 

• Option 1: Current evidence base suggested that there is an affordable housing need within the Borough. 

Use the Affordable Housing Viability Assessment 2016 to inform a specific affordable housing policy that requires a specific level of affordable 
housing on all residential developments of 11 or more dwellings. Current site percentages for development that meet the current threshold is: 

• 30 per cent in Oadby 

• 20 per cent in Wigston 

• 10 per cent in South Wigston 

It is expected that a similar percentage requirement is required in the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To increase the provision of affordable housing within the Borough, the Council would want to reduce the threshold from 11 or 
more dwellings to 5 or more dwellings. This however would be difficult because of the nationally set threshold of 11 or more as set out in 
national policy and guidance. 

• Option 3: Have a policy that does not require an element of affordable housing on any residential development within the Borough. 
Essentially no affordable housing would be sought. 
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1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++ + - 

Option 1 would provide for a level of affordable housing in the Borough in line with the Affordable Housing Viability 
Assessment 2016.  This approach would be applied to schemes which provide for 11 or more new dwellings in line with 
national guidance.  As such, smaller residential development schemes in the Borough would maintain their viability 
given that they would be exempt.  This approach would result in an approach level of affordable housing being 
provided locally and would also help to prevent any reduction in the provision of homes to meet need in the Borough 
and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would reduce the threshold at which new residential developments would be required to provide for 
affordable housing.  This would potentially impact upon the viability of smaller residential schemes in the Borough and 
affect housing delivery in some cases.  As such, although this approach might be seen as a way to help deliver more 
affordable homes, it might ultimately discourage developers from bringing forward smaller schemes.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore identified in relation to this SA objective overall. 
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Option 3 would remove any requirement for the provision of affordable homes as part of new residential development 
in the Borough.  As such new residential development would be more profitable for developers which may encourage 
local housing delivery although the particular need for affordable homes would not be met.  A minor negative effect on 
this SA objective is therefore likely overall. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 

+ + -- 

Option 1 would provide for a level of affordable housing in the Borough in line with the Affordable Housing Viability 
Assessment 2016.  This approach would be applied to schemes which provided for 11 or more new dwellings in line 
with national guidance.  Homes to meet the needs of specific groups in the Borough would be provided at larger 
development schemes at levels which are in line with the evidence of the Affordable Housing Viability Assessment 
2016.  As such, although some schemes would be exempt, affordable housing at levels to help meet specific local need 
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solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

and address deprivation locally would be provided in the Borough meaning a minor positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

Option 2 would reduce the threshold at which new residential developments would be required to provide for 
affordable housing.  However, this would potentially impact upon the viability of smaller residential schemes in the 
Borough and result in no real increase in affordable housing provision compared to Option 1.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would remove any requirement for the provision of affordable homes as part of new residential development 
in the Borough.  It has been established by the Council that there is a requirement for affordable housing locally and 
the current Core Strategy places requirements on developers to make this type of provision.  Failure to provide policy 
to continue this approach would mean that it would be increasingly hard to meet the requirements of specific local 
groups in terms of meeting affordable accommodation needs.  This approach would remove an element of the 
Council’s attempt to address deprivation amongst specific local groups and significant negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 0 0 0 None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
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character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

policy options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Housing Mix 

• Option 1: Current evidence will identify the housing mix that is most appropriate for the Borough on all new residential developments. 
Through this evidence and collaborative working with the OWBC Communities team a policy with a specific set of criteria could be 
constructed that fulfils the current level of need / requirements for the Borough. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would guide housing mix in the Borough to meet specific local requirements.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to housing mix in the Borough being adopted in the local Plan.  As 
such the guidance of the NPPF (though section 6 in particular) would apply but this would not respond specifically to local 
circumstances meaning the housing mix which would result may not be appropriate with regard to local needs.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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SA Objective 
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Justification 

and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would guide housing mix in the Borough to meet local requirements.  As such this 
approach would respond to needs for specific groups in the Borough (for example young families etc.)  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to housing mix in the Borough being adopted in the local Plan.  As 
such the guidance of the NPPF (though section 6 in particular) would still apply but this would not respond specifically to 
local circumstances meaning the housing mix which would result may not be appropriate with regard to local needs.  As such 
housing to accommodate specific local groups may not be provided and a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

of climate change. 
15) To involve people 

in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Starter Homes 

• Option 1: There will be a specific policy relating to the provision of starter homes on developments of 11 dwellings or more. The provision of 
starter homes will be in addition to the provision of affordable housing. 

• Option 2: On all residential developments of 11 dwellings or more, starter homes could be provided in lieu of affordable homes 

• Option 3: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
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n
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o

n
 3

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. ++ +/-- 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to provide starter houses at larger developments in the Borough.  This would be in 
addition to other categories of affordable housing.  As such this approach would help meet a certain housing 
requirement in the Borough (i.e. new homes for younger first time buyers) while not impacting negatively on the 
provision of other types of affordable housing locally.  As this type of provision is only to be made at larger schemes 
there is less likely to be negative impacts in terms of viability and slowing of local housing provision.  A significant 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would result in policy to provide starter homes instead of other categories of affordable housing at larger 
development schemes in the Borough.  This approach would help meet a certain need in terms of local housing (i.e. 
new homes for younger first time buyers) but would also result in a reduced number of affordable homes which are 
not considered to be starter homes being provided in Oadby and Wigston.  As such the needs of people who are 
older and not first time buyers may not be met locally and therefore the minor positive effect expected on this SA 
objective is likely to be combined with a significant negative effect.   

Option 3 would involve not having a specific policy in the Local Plan addressing starter homes, and a negligible 
effect is therefore likely. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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access to health 
services. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

++ +/-- 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to provide starter houses at larger developments in the Borough.  This would be in 
addition to other categories of affordable housing categories.  As such this approach would help meet a certain 
housing requirement in the Borough (i.e. new homes for younger first time buyers) while not impacting negatively on 
the provision of other types of affordable housing locally.  As such this approach should help to reduce local 
deprivation in terms of home ownership and would to meet the particular needs of specific groups with regard this 
housing requirement.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in policy to provide starter homes instead of other categories of affordable housing at larger 
development schemes in the Borough.  This approach would help meet a certain need in terms of local housing (i.e. 
new homes for younger first time buyers) but would also result in a reduced number of affordable homes which are 
not considered to be starter homes being provided in Oadby and Wigston.  As such while deprivation and the specific 
housing requirements of younger people in the Borough would be addressed the policy would negatively impact upon 
those who require affordable homes but are not within this specific group.  Overall a mixed effect (minor 
positive/significant negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would involve not having a specific policy in the Local Plan addressing starter homes, and a negligible 
effect is therefore likely. 
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Justification 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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pollutants. 
12) To manage 

prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 0 0 0 None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
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Justification 

enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

policy options has therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all three 
policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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Density 

• Option 1: The Council will set out a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density. The policy will be based on a 
sequential approach whereby the higher densities are found within the town centre boundaries and the lowest on sustainable Greenfield 
sites. With the Borough being predominately urban in nature development densities should be relatively high. No residential development 
sites should come forward if the site density is below; 

• 50 dph in town centres 

• 40 dph in areas outside of the centres but within the PUA 

• 30-35 dph on areas outside of the PUA. 

• Option 2: Have no minimum density requirement.  To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
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n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 
Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be built at higher densities.  In light of the nature 
of the Borough, this approach should result in relatively high density housing development generally which will increase the 
provision of housing to meet local needs within the available land.  Given that more central areas would be able to provide 
access to more services this approach should lead to appropriate levels of density as to link higher levels of new homes to 
required services and facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such density in the Borough (particularly at more central locals where higher densities are likely to be more 
appropriate) would not be addressed so as to make suitable use of links to local services and facilities.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these 
areas would provide nearby access to services and facilities it may encourage the increased numbers of residents in these 
locations to use more active modes of transport to access them.  Providing higher density at central locations would also 
allow this increased number of local residents to access healthcare facilities which are likely to be located in these areas.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

access to health 
services. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide as easy access to healthcare facilities.  Additionally given that these areas may be less likely to 
provide access to other services and frailties, residents may be discouraged from making use of more active modes of 
transport.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  These areas 
would be likely to provide nearby access to community and leisure services so more people would be easily able to access 
those facilities and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide easy access to community and leisure facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. +/- -? 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  This approach 
would help to maintain the existing character of the Borough in terms of preserving the town centres as the more highly 
developed areas.  Requiring higher levels of development in these locations may, however, mean there is more potential for 
new development to adversely impact on the heritage assets and their settings which are mostly found towards the town 
centre locations.  Overall a mixed effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form which may detrimentally impact upon the established 
character of the Borough.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities while at areas 
outside of the PUA the density required would be much lower.  This approach would help to reduce the need for development 
on greenfield land and could help to maintain areas of open space within less central development sites – this could benefit 
biodiversity by providing habitat and improving connectivity.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form which may mean more greenfield sites which are of 
particular importance to local wildlife would have to be developed upon.  Therefore, a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 
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Justification 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities while at areas 
outside of the PUA the density required would be much lower.  This approach would help to reduce the potential for less 
compact local urban form and the need for development on greenfield land.  As such this could help to prevent coalescence 
between local settlements and also development in rural areas which are more likely to be vulnerable to change in terms of 
local landscape character.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form and could increase the potential for coalescence 
between local settlements.  This approach could increase the potential need to develop in more rural greenfield locations 
which are more likely to be more sensitive in terms of landscape character.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities while at areas 
outside of the PUA the density required would be much lower.  This approach would help to reduce the potential for less 
compact local urban form and the need for development upon greenfield land.  The preservation of local greenfield land 
would help to facilitate surface water infiltration in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form and therefore could increase the potential need to 
develop in more rural greenfield locations.  The loss of greenfield land to development would reduce the area in the Borough 
which could facilitate surface water infiltration and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  These areas 
would be likely to provide more people with convenient access to a higher number of services and facilities as well as 
sustainable transport links, meaning residents would be required to make fewer journeys by private car and pollutants 
released by this mode of transport could be limited.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning that more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide access to services and facilities.  Given that this policy option might lead to residents having to 
make an increased number of journeys by private car locally this could lead to an increase in air pollution.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  These areas 
would be likely to provide more people with nearby access to a higher number of services and facilities as well as sustainable 
transport links meaning residents would be required to make journeys by private car to lesser extent and greenhouse gases 
released by this mode of transport could be limited.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide access to services and facilities.  Given that this policy option might lead to residents having to 
make an increased number of journeys by private car locally this could lead to an increased release of greenhouse gases.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these 
areas would provide more people with nearby access to education facilities a minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide access to education facilities.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these 
areas would provide more people with nearby access to employment sites and sustainable transport links which might 
provide access to other employment opportunities further afield, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide access to employment sites or sustainable transport links.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  Providing for a 
higher but still appropriate level of density in terms of new development in the Borough is seen as a more efficient use of 
land.  As this policy would directly encourage more efficient use of land and may also reduce the use of greenfield land in the 
Borough a significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form and result in much local development taking place on 
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undeveloped greenfield sites.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential development 
which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these areas would 
provide more people with nearby access to essential services and facilities as well as employment sites and sustainable 
transport links a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning residents would be located in areas which 
would not provide access to essential services and facilities as well as employment sites and sustainable transport links.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy that requires minimum levels of development through site density.  Residential 
development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these 
areas would provide more people with nearby access to sustainable transport links a minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which relates to development density in the Borough being adopted in the Local 
Plan.  As such this approach could lead to a less compact urban form meaning more residents would be located in areas 
which would not provide access to sustainable transport links.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 554 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

objective. 

Custom and Self-Build 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence requirements for custom and self-build housing 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++ -? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence requirements for custom 
and self-build housing in the Borough.  This approach would allow for meeting specific housing needs in the Borough which 
might not be met through larger developer-driven schemes.  As such gaps in the local housing market would be addressed in 
this manner and the stock of dwellings in the Borough would therefore be more appropriate for local needs.  A significant 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean no local policy to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence requirements for custom and self-build 
housing would be included in the new Local Plan.  As such, housing need which might not be addressed by larger-scale 
housing proposals would be not sufficiently provided.  As this type of development would be expected to provide only for a 
small number of homes in the Borough if such a policy was included in the Local Plan any negative effect is expected to only 
be minor.  The negative effect is uncertain given that larger housing proposals may be able to fill some gaps in the local 
housing market in terms of the type of homes provided. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ - 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence requirements for custom 
and self-build housing in the Borough.  This approach could help to meet specific housing needs in the Borough which might 
not be met through larger developer-driven schemes.  As such specific groups (such as disabled people for example) might 
have their housing needs met by this type of provision and a minor positive effect on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean no local policy to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence requirements for custom and self-build 
housing would be included in the new Local Plan.  This may mean that custom builds which might help to accommodate 
specific groups the Borough might be less likely to be permitted.  A potential minor negative effect is therefore identified in 
relation to this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that larger housing proposals may be able to fill some 
gaps in the local housing market in terms of the type of homes provided. 
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6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Option 1 would potentially allow for a higher number of custom and self-build residential properties in the Borough by 
identifying sufficient land for this type of development.  This type of development might allow for a more distinctive local 
built environment by promoting the completion of individually driven (and potentially more architect-led design-build 
schemes) homes over mass produced schemes completed by large development companies.  Ultimately any design issues 
which affect the local built environment will however most likely be influenced by policies which guide the design of new 
development and protect the local built historic environment in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected for 
both Policy Options. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Option 1 would potentially allow for a higher number of custom and self-build residential properties in the Borough by 
identifying sufficient land for this type of development.  This type of development might allow for a higher number of 
developments are designed to a higher standard by promoting the completion of individually driven (and potentially more 
architect-led design-build schemes) homes over mass produced schemes completed by large development companies.  
Ultimately any design issues which affect the sustainability of new homes will however most likely be influenced by policies 
which guide the design of new development in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected for both Policy Options. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Gypsy and Traveller 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence requirements for Gypsy and Travellers or in the event 
that any such needs exist, but are very low, to liaise with other Councils in the HMA under the duty to co-operate over the most viable and 
sustainable approach, such that the need is met outside of the Borough 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to include a criteria based policy in relation to meeting the needs of the Gypsy and Traveller 
community. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti
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n

 1
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n
 2

  

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++ + 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would provide certainty in relation to the provision of 
accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers, either in the Borough or in relatively close proximity to the Borough.  The 
Council’s Duty to Cooperate will continue to ensure that needs calculated across the HMA are appropriately meet and overall 
a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not allocate land to meet local needs for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation in the Borough.  Although a 
criteria-based approach would be made use of to identify land if required, less certainty would be attached to this provision.  
Overall a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning access to healthcare 
facilities and other facilities which might improve local health and well-being would be considered in the selection of sites.  
As such sites which promote this aim would be more likely to be selected and allocated and therefore a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
access to healthcare facilities and those facilities which might help to improve local health and well-being.  As such a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which 
are included in the policy. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for + +? Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
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people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning access 
to community and leisure facilities would be considered.  As such sites which provide access to these types of facilities would 
be more likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
access to community and leisure facilities.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive 
effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Issues of crime and community safety are 
more likely to be addressed through the design of developments which is unlikely to be affected by either approach.  A 
negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning 
impacts on the historic environment would be considered.  As such sites which do not have adverse effects would be more 
likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
the avoidance of impacts on the historic environment.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning effects 
on local biodiversity and geodiversity would be considered.  As such sites which have limited impacts could be more likely to 
be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
impact on local biodiversity and geodiversity features.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. + +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning effects 
on the landscape would be considered.  As such sites which have limited impacts on important and particularly sensitive 
landscapes would be more likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
impact on locally sensitive and important landscapes.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The 
positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

10) To manage 
prudently water + +? Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
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resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning 
potential for increasing flood risk in the Borough would be considered.  As such sites which have reduced potential to 
increase local flood risk would be more likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
potential for new development to increase local flood risk.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  
The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning the 
potential for increased car use and subsequent release of transport related pollutants in the Borough would be considered.  
As such sites which have reduced potential to increase air pollution would be more likely to be allocated and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
potential for new development to increase air pollution.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  
The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Issues relating to minimising energy use and 
promotion of renewable energy are more likely to be addressed through the design of developments and the extent to which 
more energy efficient materials are used.  It is unlikely that either approach will affect any of these issues.  A negligible 
effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning 
potential for increased greenhouse gas emissions and contribution to climate change in the Borough would be considered.  
As such sites which have reduced potential to increase local contribution to greenhouse gas emissions would be more likely 
to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
potential for new development to increase the release of greenhouse gases which contribute to climate change.  As such a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria 
which are included in the policy. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning access 
to education facilities would be considered.  As such sites which provide access to these types of facilities would be more 
likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
access to education facilities.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of + +? Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 

and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
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SA Objective 
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 1
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p
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o
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 2

  

Justification 

enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning access 
to employment opportunities would be considered.  As such sites which provide access to employment sites would be more 
likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
access to employment sites.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. + +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process and therefore 
each site would be considered in terms of the type of land being made use of (i.e. greenfield or brownfield).  As such sites 
which lie on brownfield land would be more likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
the type of land (i.e. brownfield or greenfield) which is made use of at each site.  As such a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective given that they would not directly address 
design issues in the Borough.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Waste reduction and increase levels of local 
recycling may be affected by the design of new development and the provision of recycling facilities but neither approach 
seeks to address these issues.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for + +? Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 566 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

  

Justification 

those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning access 
to services and facilities in close proximity or by sustainable modes of transport would be considered.  As such sites which 
provide access to a greater level of access to essential facilities by alternative modes of transport would be more likely to be 
allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
access to services and facilities by alternative modes of transport.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. + +? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to identify sufficient land to meet any evidence of requirements for Gypsy 
and Travellers either within or outside of the Borough.  This approach would therefore result in allocation of land to meet this 
specific need where identified.  This land would presumably be subject to the sustainability appraisal process meaning access 
to sustainable transport nodes would be considered.  As such sites which provide access to a greater level of access would be 
more likely to be allocated and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy to identify land if required through a criteria based approach.  This approach may address 
access to public transport nodes.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the specific criteria which are included in the policy.. 
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Specialist Housing (i.e. elderly and student) 

• Option 1: It is proposed to continue the existing policy approach towards actively seeking that the full housing needs of the community are 
met in the Borough through the provision of specialist housing. 

• Option 2: Not to include such a policy and to implement minimum requirements as set out in the NPPF. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

  

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

++ -? 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to ensure that specialist housing is provided in the Borough so that the full 
housing needs of the community are met locally.  Given that this approach would mean gaps in the local housing market 
would be adequately addressed and the stock of dwellings in the Borough would therefore be more appropriate for meeting 
the full range of local needs, a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean no local policy ensuring that specialist housing needs are addressed would be adopted.  As such the 
need for specialist homes for those such as older people and students would be less likely to be met in the Borough.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that some of the local need 
for specialist housing may continue to be met through the influence of the free market. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to provide specialist housing in the Borough so that the full housing needs 
of the community are met locally.  This is expected to include care home facilities for older people and may also cater for 
people with other health issues.  These facilities are likely to provide a better quality of life and improved well-being for local 
people who fall within these categories.  Given that this approach is likely to improve the well-being of a small number of 
local people and may not address more serious issues for which they may require further specialist care, the positive effect 
likely on this SA objective is likely to be minor. 

Option 2 would mean no local policy providing for specialist housing needs would be adopted.  Given the small number of 
people who might be affected by the inclusion of such a policy a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

++ -? 

Option 1 would ensure that specialist housing in the Borough is provided.  As such this approach would help to meet the 
needs of younger people such as students as well as older people in the Borough.  This is of particular importance as the 
population in the UK in general becomes older.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in less certainty in relation to the provision of specialist housing in the Borough.  As such this 
approach would not respond positively to the needs of younger people (particularly students) and older people in the 
Borough.  These needs would be less likely to be addressed locally although they may be provided for in areas surrounding 
the Borough meaning a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  This negative effect is uncertain given that 
the local development market may help to drive the provision to meet local need. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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Justification 

biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

existing 
infrastructure. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Housing Standards (to include dining space) 

• Option 1: In order to enable principles of healthy living, all new dwelling of two bedrooms or more should be designed so as to include 
sufficient space for dining (either separately or within the living or kitchen area) 

• Option 2: To exclude this approach from the policies in the Plan. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

  

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would increase the quality of the local housing stock and would ensure that it suits peoples’ needs in terms of 
dining space.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would mean no local policy would be adopted to require new dwellings of two bedrooms or more to allow for dining 
space.  This could have a minor negative effect on the overall quality of the local housing stock.  

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

++ - 

Option 1 would directly benefit health and wellbeing by ensuring that all new dwellings of two bedrooms or more would be 
designed to incorporate dining space.  This would help to improve lifestyle choices and could particularly encourage healthy 
eating amongst local residents.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean no local policy would be adopted to require new dwellings of two bedrooms or more to allow for dining 
space.  As such new dwellings in the Borough would not be deigned to encourage healthier lifestyle choices through eating 
habits.  Missing this opportunity is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ - 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to ensure that all new dwellings of two bedrooms or more would be 
designed to allow for dining space.  As such this approach would help to meet the needs of the local community (particularly 
for example young families) in terms of the types of housing requirements and therefore a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean no local policy would be adopted to require new dwellings of two bedrooms or more to allow for dining 
space.  As such this approach would not address the requirements of the local communities in the same way as option 1 and 
therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 
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Justification 

of climate change. 
15) To involve people 

in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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O
p

ti
o

n
 1
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Justification 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction + - 

Option 1 would mean a policy would be adopted to ensure that all new dwellings of two bedrooms or more would be 
designed to allow for dining space.  As such this potentially represents an improvement in terms of local design principles 
particularly in terms of liveability and improving quality of life.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.   

Option 2 would mean no local policy would be adopted to require new dwellings of two bedrooms or more to allow for dining 
space.  As such new dwellings provided in the Borough could potentially be provided without this provision which would 
represent a less sustainable living arrangement.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Infill Development 

• Option 1: The Local Plan will contain a policy that seeks to control development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based approach for what 
proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  This policy would therefore be supported by the Oadby and Wigston Landscape 
Character Assessment (2017) 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy in the Local Plan but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out 
in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

  

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

-? +? 

Option 1 would result in policy which would seek to control development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based 
approach for what proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  As such this approach could limit the area of 
the Borough in which housing development would be deemed appropriate.  It is recognised that development on vacant land 
or large gardens can make a valuable contribution to local housing needs.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective.  The minor negative effect is uncertain given that it is not yet known whether restrictions through such a 
policy would in fact have a measurable impact on rates of housing delivery and it is recognised that controlling inappropriate 
infill development could benefit the quality of existing residential developments. 

Option 2 would involve there being no local policy relating to the control of development at infill sites although the minimum 
requirements of national policy would offer some protection against inappropriate development.  However, this approach 
would not place additional controls on development at infill sites which could potentially contribute to local housing need.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  However, this is again uncertain as it is not clear how much 
of a contribution such sites could make to local housing need and whether the housing would in fact be high quality. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
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O
p
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o

n
 2

  

Justification 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in policy which would seek to control development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based 
approach for what proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  This approach should help to avoid 
inappropriate infill development having adverse effects on heritage assets and their settings, and a minor positive effect is 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

  

Justification 

environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy being adopted to control development at infill sites.  As such the opportunity to 
provide specific local guidance on appropriate development of this type in relation to the local built environment would not 
be taken.  This type of development would therefore be more likely to have detrimental impacts on the local historic 
environment and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy which would seek to control development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based 
approach for what proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  A locally specific policy controlling this type 
of development in the Borough may help to limit adverse impacts on local biodiversity and geodiversity sites (depending on 
the reason for the development proposal being inappropriate) and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy being adopted to control development at infill sites.  As such less control in relation 
to this type of development would be incorporated into local planning policy.  This may result in more inappropriate infill 
development occurring locally which could affect biodiversity, depending on the reason for it being inappropriate.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore recorded for this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in policy which would seek to control development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based 
approach for what proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  The policy relating to this type of 
development is to be supported by the Oadby and Wigston Landscape Character Assessment which is currently being 
drafted.  This document should help to identify different areas of local landscape character as well as areas which are 
vulnerable to change.  Using this information to inform decisions about where infill development may be appropriate would 
result in a significant positive effect on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy being adopted to control development at infill sites and such proposals would 
therefore be guided by national policy.  As such development at infill sites would not be guided by information in the 
Landscape Character Assessment meaning development could potentially occur at areas which would be more sensitive in 
terms of landscape change.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water +? 0 Option 1 would result in policy which would seek to control the development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based 

approach for what proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  This approach could potentially consider the 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p
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Justification 

resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

impact of infill development on local flood risk through the use of relevant criteria..  A potential but uncertain minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy being adopted to control development at infill sites and such proposals would 
therefore be guided by national policy.  A negligible effect on this SA objective is therefore likely. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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impacts. 
16) To improve access 

to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

- + 

Option 1 would result in policy which would seek to control development of infill sites by setting out a criteria based 
approach for what proposals seeking development of these sites must consider.  Given that this approach would place more 
control on infill development at vacant lots and larger gardens development may be more likely to occur on greenfield sites.  
A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy being adopted to control development at infill sites.  This type of development would 
therefore be controlled to a lesser extent in Oadby and Wigston.  As such this type of development at vacant lots and 
gardens may be more likely to occur in the Borough meaning there may be less pressure for development at greenfield land.  
A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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and construction 
20) Reduce waste 

generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Employment Sites and Hierarchy including de-allocation of Premier Drum and possibly parts of Kenilworth Drive changing name of Identified 
Employment Areas 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to continue to recognise that existing employment land (B use class) will be lost in the Borough from 
land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area to non B use class employment related uses and to ensure that an element of this is re-
provided for within the Direction for Growth(s). 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to adopt a policy approach that did not to seek to re-provide existing B use class employment 
land lost in the Borough 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p
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n
 2

 

Ju
st
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ic

at
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n
 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

- + 

Option 1 would recognise that that existing employment land (B use class) will be lost in the Borough at the Leicester PUA 
and that land for these uses would need to be re-provided within the Direction for Growth(s).  As such land within the 
Direction for Growth(s) which might otherwise be used to provide housing would be lost to employment uses.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not plan to replace those existing B class employment uses which would likely be lost at the Leicester PUA 
as a result of non B use class employment related uses within the Direction for Growth(s).  This approach would mean land 
within the Direction(s) for Growth which might provide for housing would not be lost to employment uses.  As such a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 

0 0 Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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community and 
leisure facilities. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. + - 

Option 1 would recognise that existing employment land (B use class) will be lost in the Borough at the Leicester PUA and 
that land for these uses would need to be re-provided within the Direction for Growth(s).  As such, any work-based training 
opportunities which might potentially be provided at these sites which might be lost could potentially be replaced within the 
Direction for Growth(s).  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not plan to replace those existing B class employment uses which would likely be lost at the Leicester PUA 
as a result of non B use class employment related uses within the Direction for Growth(s).  This approach may result in 
employment land which is lost not being replaced in the Borough.  As such there would be less certainty for employers 
looking to investment within the Borough and therefore a loss of in-house training opportunities which might have occurred 
as a part of employment development may result.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 

++ - 

Option 1 would recognise that existing employment land (B use class) will be lost in the Borough at the Leicester PUA and 
that land for these uses would need to be re-provided within the Direction for Growth(s).  As such, the overall amount of 
employment land in the Borough would be maintained and a significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would not plan to replace those existing B class employment uses which would likely be lost at the Leicester PUA 
as a result of non B use class employment related uses within the Direction for Growth(s).  This approach may result in 
employment land which is lost not being replaced in the Borough.  As such this approach may discourage economic and 
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the local 
population. 

employment investment in the Borough and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither of the policy options is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

Core and Base Employment Sites 

• Option 1: It is proposed to continue with the existing policy approach to seek to safeguard the highest quality and desirable B use class 
employment land in the Borough and to apply a more flexible approach to lower quality employment land enabling an opportunity to 
introduce some non B use class uses provided they generate jobs. 

• Option 2: Continue to safeguard all employment land for B use classes only 

• Option 3: Not to safeguard any employment land 

SA Objective 

O
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n
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O
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n
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O
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n
 3

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 +? 

Option 1 allows for a local policy to continue to protect the highest quality and desirable B use class employment 
land in the Borough and to apply a more flexible approach to lower quality employment land allowing for non-B class 
uses which would provide employment opportunities in the area.  Option 2 would continue to safeguard all 
employment land for B use classes only.  As such, neither of these policy approaches would increase the amount of 
land which is available for housing development in the Borough and negligible effects on this SA objective are 
expected. 

Option 3 would not safeguard any land in the Borough for employment use.  This approach could make a larger area 
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of land available for housing development in the Borough, and therefore a potential minor positive effect is identified 
in relation to this SA objective.  The minor positive effect is uncertain given that it would depend on market forces 
and other factors affecting whether proposals come forward that would result in housing development on 
employment sites. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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vulnerability to 
flooding. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and + + - Option 1 allows for a local policy to continue to protect the highest quality and desirable B use class employment 
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training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

land in the Borough and to apply a more flexible approach to lower quality employment land allowing for non-B class 
uses which would provide employment opportunities in the area.  As such, any work-based training opportunities 
that exist would continue to be provided at sites which provide the largest and highest quality local employment 
opportunities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use classes only.  As with option 1, this would also 
ensure that any work-based training opportunities that exist at those sites are retained and therefore a minor 
positive effect is again expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would not safeguard any land in the Borough for employment use.  This approach may result in 
employment land being lost to other uses, which would also result in the loss of any in-house training opportunities 
that exist at those sites.   A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. ++ ++/- --? 

Option 1 allows for a local policy to continue to protect the highest quality and most desirable B use class 
employment land in the Borough and to apply a more flexible approach to lower quality employment land allowing 
for non-B class uses which would provide employment opportunities in the area.  As such this approach would 
continue to attract higher quality employment providers to the Borough by safeguarding the most desirable B use 
class sites.  This employment provision would be supplemented by other use classes which would also provide for 
employment opportunities in the Borough.  This hybrid approach is expected to encourage varied local employment 
opportunities for residents and a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would allow for the continued safeguarding of all employment land in the Borough for B use classes only.  
As such, the increased likelihood of gaining planning permission (which specific allocation of land will likely have) 
may encourage investment and thus local employment growth.  This approach would be inflexible in responding to 
local circumstances however.  In circumstances where other uses might be provided on this allocated land to allow 
for other employment opportunities it would be less able to accommodate this change.  A mixed effect (significant 
positive/minor negative) is likely on his SA objective 

Option 3 would not safeguard any land in the Borough for employment use.  As such, high quality employment land 
in the Borough may be lost to other uses.  Given that this approach may allow other uses to come forward at sites 
which have high value in terms of potential to accommodate employment uses it is likely to a have detrimental 
impact on local employment growth.  A significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is 
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uncertain dependent upon the potential for other uses coming forward at sites which might otherwise accommodate 
employment uses. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ - + 

Option 1 allows for a local policy to continue to protect the highest quality and most desirable B use class 
employment land in the Borough and to apply a more flexible approach to lower quality employment land allowing 
for non-B class uses which would provide employment opportunities in the area.  As such this more flexible approach 
should mean that sites which are no longer suitable for employment use will not remain vacant until a suitable 
employment use comes forward this.  This approach should help to encourage the re-use of brownfield land and a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would allow for the continued safeguarding of all employment land in the Borough for B use classes only.  
This approach would be much less flexible with regards the use of these identified areas of land.  As such vacant 
sites could only be used for a specific use and brownfield land might not be as efficiently re-used.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would not safeguard any land in the Borough for employment use.  As such brownfield sites which might 
otherwise be safeguarded for only employment use could be used for any type of development meaning vacant sites 
of this type would be more likely to be re-developed.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.  

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 0 0 0 None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
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those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

options has therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options are expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for all policy 
options has therefore been recorded. 
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Release Employment Sites 

• Option 1: It is proposed to release employment sites that no longer fulfil a viable or desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to continue to safeguard all employment land for B use classes only 

SA Objective 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+? - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would support the release of employment sites which no longer fulfilled a viable or 
desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes in the Borough.  As such these areas could then be used for other 
types of development.  This might include the provision of housing and therefore a potential but uncertain minor positive 
effect is identified in relation to this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in an approach in the Borough which would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use 
classes only.  This would include safeguarding sites which are no longer viable in terms of employment provision.  As such 
other types of development such as housing could not be provided in these areas and a minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+? - 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would support the release of employment sites which no longer fulfilled a viable or 
desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes in the Borough.  As such these previously developed sites could be 
reused for other types of development when an employment use is no longer considered viable.  This could avoid 
development which would have otherwise resulted in the loss of greenfield land, which may have habitat value, and 
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therefore a potential minor positive effect is identified in relation to this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in an approach in the Borough which would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use 
classes only.  As such this approach would mean other uses would not be considered appropriate even when the employment 
use onsite is no longer viable.  This may prevent the re-use of brownfield land and result in more development on greenfield 
sites which may have habitat value.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+? - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would support the release of employment sites which no longer fulfilled a viable or 
desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes in the Borough.  As such these previously developed sites could be 
reused for other types of development when an employment use is no longer considered viable.  This could result in less 
greenfield being developed and thereby avoid impacts on the landscape.  A potential minor positive effect is therefore 
identified. 

Option 2 would result in an approach in the Borough which would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use 
classes only.  As such this approach would mean other uses would not be considered appropriate even when the employment 
use onsite is no longer viable.  This may prevent the re-use of brownfield land in some circumstances meaning impacts on 
the landscape may be more likely to result from development and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+? - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would support the release of employment sites which no longer fulfilled a viable or 
desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes in the Borough.  As such these previously developed sites could be 
reused for other types of development when an employment use is no longer considered viable.  This could result in less 
greenfield being developed and thereby avoid impacts on flood risk in terms of the loss of permeable surfaces.  A potential 
minor positive effect is therefore identified. 

Option 2 would result in an approach in the Borough which would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use 
classes only.  As such this approach would mean other uses would not be considered appropriate even when the employment 
use onsite is no longer viable.  This may prevent the re-use of brownfield land in some circumstances meaning the loss of 
permeable surfaces may be more likely to result from development and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+? - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would support the release of employment sites which no longer fulfilled a viable or 
desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes in the Borough.  Although this approach would result in the loss of 
employment land in the Borough, this would only be the case where the sites are unviable.  Allowing for their redevelopment 
could, in such circumstances, have benefits for the local economy and employment, depending on the nature of any other 
development that is permitted.  A potential but uncertain minor positive effect is therefore identified. 

Option 2 would result in an approach in the Borough which would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use 
classes only even when such sites are considered to be unviable for this type of use.  Although this approach would maintain 
the supply of employment land in the Borough, if the land has been proven to be unviable, there would be no economic 
benefits to this approach and preventing the reuse of the site could in fact hinder economic growth and employment 
generation.  A minor negative effect is therefore likely. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

++ -- 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would support the release of employment sites which no longer fulfilled a viable or 
desirable role in terms of providing land for B use classes in the Borough.  As such these previously sites could be reused for 
other types of development when an employment use is no longer considered viable.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in an approach in the Borough which would continue to safeguard all employment land for B use 
classes only.  As such this approach would mean other uses would not be considered appropriate even when the employment 
use onsite is no longer viable.  This may prevent the re-use of brownfield land in many circumstances and therefore a 
significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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recycling 
21) To improve access 

to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Employment uses on undesignated land 

• Option 1: The Local Plan will contain a policy that seeks to control the development of employment uses on undesignated land by setting out 
a criterion based approach for what proposals seeking development of such sites must consider. As part of this, an applicant must be able to 
illustrate that a sequential test has been carried out by illustrating that there are no other more suitable sites available for this form of 
development in the local area 

• Option2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy in the Local Plan on this matter but instead to implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+ -? 

Option 1 would result in proposals for employment uses on land which is not designated for such use being considered 
against a criterion-based policy.  A sequential test would also have to be undertaken to establish that there are no other 
more suitable sites available for this form of development in the local area.  Given the need for housing to meet local 
demand in the Borough, a policy approach that seeks to protect land which is not allocated for employment use would go 
some way towards preventing employment development on land which could otherwise accommodate new homes.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy being introduced to control employment development on undesignated land in the 
Borough.  As such, employment proposals may be more likely to come forward on undesignated sites and areas of the 
Borough which could otherwise have accommodated housing development may be lost to employment uses.  Therefore, a 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The minor negative effect is uncertain given that it may be still 
possible to provide for enough housing development in other areas of the Borough which are not used for employment 
development. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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services. 
3) To provide better 

opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 

++ +? 

Option 1 would result in proposals for employment uses on land which is not designated for such use being addressed 
through a criterion based approach.  A sequential test would also have to be undertaken to establish that there are no other 
more suitable sites available for this form of development in the local area.  As such, the Council would be able to guide 
employment development into areas which are more appropriate in terms of access as well as being in areas which have the 
necessary infrastructure to support them.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy being introduced to control employment development on undesignated land in the 
Borough.  As such, employment development proposals in wider areas of the Borough could be more likely to be approved 
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the local 
population. 

which may support local economic growth.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in proposals for employment uses on land which is not designated for such use being addressed 
through a criterion based approach.  A sequential test would also have to be undertaken to establish that there are no other 
more suitable sites available for this form of development in the local area.  As such, development might be directed towards 
areas where suitable levels of infrastructure are already provided and minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy being introduced to control employment development on undesignated land in the 
Borough.  Increasing levels of infrastructure may therefore need to be provided at locations away from areas in which this 
type of provision is already strong and this approach may also result in more greenfield sites being developed.  A minor 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in proposals for employment uses on land which is not designated for such use being addressed 
through a criterion based approach.  A sequential test would also have to be undertaken to establish that there are no other 
more suitable sites available for this form of development in the local area.  This sequential test may include a preference for 
sites which were allocated because they provide a good level of access to public transport, as such potentially enabling more 
people to commute via sustainable modes of transport.  Although the policy would not itself improve local public transport 
links or public rights of way, it may increase the use of sustainable transport modes and a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy being introduced to control employment development on undesignated land in the 
Borough.  As such, employment development would be more likely to come forward in areas in which sustainable transport 
links are poorer.  This is expected given that no criteria would be set against which sites would be assessed meaning 
consideration for sustainable transport links would be less likely.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.   
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Wigston Town Centre, Oadby District Centre and South Wigston District Centre 

• Option 1: To continue to provide a tightly drawn town centre boundary around the town centres. 

• Option 2: Extend the town centre boundaries (e.g. to the extent of the Masterplan areas). 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 

0 0 
Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 
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behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 0 0 Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
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character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

options. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 
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15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ - 

Option 1 would involve continuing to provide a tightly drawn town centre boundary around the town centres.  This would 
bring forward the policy approach in the Town Centres AAP which seeks to focus town centre uses.  This is expected to have 
a minor positive effect on the economy of the town centres as it would avoid diluting the town centre function and should 
retain the viability and vitality of the town centres. 

Option 2 would extend the town centre boundaries.  This could have a minor negative effect on the economy of the town 
centres by diluting town centre uses in those areas and not reflecting their changing role and focussing town centre uses in 
an appropriately small area.  This could reduce their vitality and viability. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 
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19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for both of the 
options. 
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Local Shopping Centres 

• Option 1: The Local Plan will contain a policy that will seek to retain existing local centres and where necessary, identify new small scale 
shopping opportunities to meet the everyday needs of local people. Provision will be made for local services and community facilities to be 
accommodated within the local centres. 

• Option 2: The Local Plan will not seek to contain a policy on Local Centres but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out in 
national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to retain existing local centres in the Borough.  As such, it would help to 
retain access to retail services (convenience shopping etc.) in areas away from town centres.  Given that these services 
would be accessible on foot for nearby residents, it may encourage increased levels of walking and reduced car use, to the 
benefit of public health.  These journeys likely to be limited to those taken for day to day shopping requirements and 
therefore the positive effect likely on this SA objective is expected to be minor. 

Option 2 would not provide protection for local centres through a local policy.  As such, there is more chance that local 
shopping centres may be lost to other uses, meaning that residents have to travel further afield for their day-to-day 
shopping needs and they may be more likely to travel by car rather than on foot.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to retain existing local centres in the Borough.  Given that local centres 
are expected to include a small amount of community services, and new provisions of this type are to be accommodated 
within local centres, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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leisure facilities. Option 2 would not provide protection for local centres through a local policy.  As such, current community uses which are 
provided at these locations could be more likely to be lost to other uses depending on market forces.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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and their settings. 
8) Protect and 

enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to retain existing local centres in the Borough.  As such it would help to 
retain access to day-to-day retail services in close proximity for nearby residents.  This may reduce the need to travel in the 
Borough and could therefore help reduce transport-related pollutants, resulting in a minor positive effect on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would not provide protection for local centres through a local policy.  As such, it could be more likely that day-to-
day local retail services may be lost to other uses.  This may result in residents needing to undertake increasingly long 
journeys to access these services, increasing emissions from car use.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective.   

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to retain existing local centres in the Borough.  As such it would help to 
retain access to day-to-day retail services in close proximity for nearby residents.  This may reduce the need to travel in the 
Borough and could therefore help reduce the release of greenhouse gases locally and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide protection for local centres through a local policy.  As such, it could be more likely that day-to-
day local retail services to other uses.  This may result in residents needing to undertake increasingly long journeys to 
access these services which would likely increase the Borough’s contribution to climate change.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.   

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Option 1 would provide protection for local centres in the Borough through local planning policy.  Although these centres 
may provide local residents with employment opportunities, these are expected to be of a low number and limited to the 
retail sector.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a policy which protects local centres in the Borough not being included in the Local Plan.  This could 
mean that local centres and the associated jobs are more likely to be lost; however this is not expected to result in the loss 
of a significant number of employment opportunities and a negligible effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to retain existing local centres in the Borough.  As such it would help to 
retain access to retail services (convenience shopping etc.) in areas outside of town centres and closer to peoples’ homes.  
These areas may provide nearby access to essential shopping provision for those without access to a car and therefore a 
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people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide protection for local centres through a local policy.  As such, access to nearby retail services, 
which may be important particularly to those without access to a car, may be more likely to be lost to other uses.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.   

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. + - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to retain existing local centres in the Borough.  As such it would help to 
retain access to retail services (convenience shopping etc.) in areas away from town centres.  Given that these services 
would be accessible by foot for nearby residents, this approach may encourage increased use of public rights of way day to 
day.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide protection for local centres through a local policy.  As such, access to nearby retail services may 
be lost to other uses and residents may be less likely to be able to walk, having to travel further to access services which 
were previously available at local centres.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Retail and Main Town centres Uses outside defined centres 

• Option 1: The new Local Plan will contain specific policy that seeks to retain town centre uses within the defined centres only as set out 
within the Town Centre Area Action Plan and the Local Centres Review document. The preferred approach would be a ‘sequential test’ 
approach.  It is felt that the proposed approach is the most sustainable as it locates relevant development within the areas that are best 
served by public transport and transport infrastructure in general. 

• Option 2: Have no policy relating to the location of ‘town centre’ uses; allowing them to be proposed anywhere within the Borough. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  It would 
require a sequential approach be undertaken to determine the appropriate location of such uses.  As such this type of 
development is most likely to be provided centrally, in areas which are in reasonably close proximity to a high number of 
residential properties which may encourage residents to make use of more active modes of transport such as walking and 
cycling to access them.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such new 
development of this type might be proposed anywhere within the Borough which may include areas which are inaccessible by 
more active modes of transport.  This approach may result in more development being inaccessible by modes of transport 
which offer health benefits (walking or cycling for example) and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  As such, 
town centre uses would be provided at central locations where they are accessible to a higher number of residents and 
where public transport opportunities are strongest.  Given that these town centre uses are expected to include some 
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leisure facilities. community uses in addition to retail uses a minor positive effect is expect on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, 
development of this type (which is likely to include some community uses) could come forward throughout the Borough 
including in areas which are less accessible for local residents.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the + - Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  As such town 

centre uses would be more likely to be provided more central locations.  This would help to prevent the potential for negative 
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historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

effects on the built and historic environment resulting from the decline of town centres.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, 
development of this type could come forward throughout the Borough.  Town centre uses would be increasingly spread out 
through the Borough meaning that areas which were once predominantly residential in character, for example, may be 
negatively impacted upon.  This approach might also result in the loss or degradation of existing town centres in the Borough 
as town centre uses move to other areas due to the potential reduced costs for developers at alternative locations etc.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  As such town 
centre uses would be most likely to be provided in central locations.  This approach may reduce the loss of greenfield land in 
the countryside which may have biodiversity importance.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the appropriate location of town centre uses in the Borough being included in 
the Local Plan.  As such, development may be more likely to be provided at less central location where greenfield land is 
more prevalent meaning there would be potential for increased detrimental impacts on biodiversity.  A minor negative effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  As such town 
centre uses would be most likely to be provided in central locations.  This approach may reduce the loss of greenfield land in 
the countryside which allows for infiltration of surface water in the Borough which is of benefit in terms of local flood risk.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the appropriate location of town centre uses in the Borough being included in 
the Local Plan.  As such, development may be more likely to be provided at less central location where greenfield land is 
more prevalent.  A loss of greenfield land and simultaneous increase in impermeable surfaces in the Borough would be to the 
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detriment of local flood risk.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  It would 
require a sequential approach be taken to determine the appropriate location of such uses.  As such, this type of 
development is most likely to be provided in areas which are in close proximity to a high level of existing development and 
also in areas where sustainable transport nodes are already relatively strong.  This may help to reduce the need for residents 
to make use of private cars when travelling in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such new 
development of this type might come forward anywhere within the Borough which may include areas which are inaccessible 
by sustainable modes of transport.  This approach may therefore result in residents having to make an increased number of 
journeys by private car in the Borough.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective given that this approach 
may increase pollutants released by private vehicles in the Borough.  

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control the location of town centre uses in the Borough.  It would 
require a sequential approach be taken to determine the appropriate location of such uses.  As such, this type of 
development is most likely to be provided in areas which are in close proximity to a high level of existing development and 
also in areas where sustainable transport nodes are already relatively strong.  This may help to reduce the need for residents 
to make use of private cars when travelling in the Borough, reducing transport-related greenhouse gas emissions, and 
therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, new 
development of this type might come forward anywhere within the Borough which may include areas which are inaccessible 
by sustainable modes of transport.  This approach may result in residents having to make an increased number of journeys 
by private car in the Borough.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective given that it may increase 
greenhouse gas emissions from transport. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would seek to control town centre uses in the Borough.  It would require a 
sequential approach be taken to determine the appropriate location of such uses.  As such, it would provide employment 
generating uses at central locations which are accessible to a high number of residents.  In addition the policy would help to 
maintenance the vibrancy and viability of town centre locations which may encourage inward investment to the Borough.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, new 
development of this type might come forward anywhere within the Borough.  Employment opportunities which might 
otherwise be provided at town centre locations where they are more accessible to a higher number of people might instead 
be provided in areas which are inaccessible by sustainable transport, reducing the accessibility of jobs for some people.  This 
approach is also likely to detrimentally impact upon the vitality and viability of the local town centres which may discourage 
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investors in the Borough.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect town centre uses in the Borough.  As such development would be 
continued to be provided in areas where suitable levels of infrastructure are already provided and opportunities for reusing 
brownfield land may be better.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, 
development of this type could be allowed throughout the Borough.  New infrastructure may therefore need to be provided 
at locations away from town centres and this approach may also result in more greenfield sites being developed.  A minor 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect town centre uses in the Borough.  Given that development of this type 
would be required to undergo a ‘sequential test’, most new uses would be provided in central locations where sustainable 
transport links are strongest.  As such, residents without access to a car would be able to access much of this new 
development by modes of sustainable transport and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, 
development of this type could be allowed throughout the Borough including in areas which are inaccessible without access 
to a car.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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each settlement. 
22) To encourage and 

develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. ++ - 

Option 1 would result in a policy which would protect town centre uses in the Borough.  Given that development of this type 
would be required to undergo a ‘sequential test’, most new uses would be provided in central locations where sustainable 
transport links are strongest.  As such, residents may be encouraged to make use of sustainable transport links and a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy relating to the location of town centre uses being included in the Local Plan.  As such, 
development of this type could be allowed throughout the Borough including in areas which are inaccessible by public 
transport or by more active modes of transport such as walking.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
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Arts, Culture and Tourism Development 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is that the Plan does not seek to significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, Culture and 
Tourism Development except for small scale projects that would help to achieve the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston and 
South Wigston and proposals that support existing Arts, Culture and Tourism Development in the Borough. 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to apply a policy approach that would significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, 
Culture and Tourism development. 

SA Objective 
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 1
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 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

+ -? 

Option 1 would not seek to significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, Culture and Tourism Development 
except in specific circumstances.  As such this approach would limit development of this type in the Borough and could 
positively affect the amount of land available for housing development.  The amount of land that this type of development is 
otherwise likely to take up is expected to be relatively small, meaning the positive effect likely on this SA objective is minor. 

Option 2 would allow for an increase in the amount of land used for arts, culture and tourism development in Oadby and 
Wigston.  As such, this approach could lead to a relatively small reduction in the amount of land available for housing in the 
Borough.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that it 
may still be possible to provide housing to meet local needs, even with a small reduction in available land to account for 
increased arts, culture and tourism development. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 

+ ++ Option 1 would not seek to significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, Culture and Tourism Development 
except in specific circumstances.  As such this approach would provide for a limited amount of development of this type in 
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community and 
leisure facilities. 

the Borough and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would allow for an increase in the amount of land used for arts, culture and tourism development in Oadby and 
Wigston.  As such this approach would encourage development of this type in the Borough which might enhance leisure 
provision in the Borough.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. + ++ 

Option 1 would not seek to significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, Culture and Tourism Development 
except in specific circumstances.  As such this approach would allow for limited development of this type which could help to 
promote local community cohesion and a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective.  

Option 2 would significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, Culture and Tourism development.  As such schemes 
may help to improve local community cohesion a significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 
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7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

+ ++ 

Option 1 would allow for some limited Arts, Culture and Tourism development.  Given that development which supports arts 
and culture in the Borough in particular may have educational benefits a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective.   

Option 2 would significantly increase the amount of land used for Arts, Culture and Tourism development.  Given the 
potential educational benefit that arts and cultural development may have a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective.   

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages 

• Option 1: It is proposed to continue to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres in order to support the viability of 
the town and to focus the most appropriate uses in the most appropriate locations. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 

- + 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  As such A1 retail 
uses and those considered complementary to such uses (e.g. A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 uses) would be considered acceptable 
at ground floor level of these areas, meaning residential uses would not likely be permitted unless on upper floors.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such residential uses could be acceptable in these areas and a minor positive effect is expected on 
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O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

services. this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+? +/- 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  Although A1 retail 
uses would be promoted at these locations, complementary uses may also be acceptable and this may include community 
uses.  The provision of these types of facilities at central locations would mean they are more accessible to a higher number 
of residents.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective although this is uncertain depending on the 
extent to which community uses are permitted. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, priority would not be given to A1 retail uses as well as other complementary uses although 
more community facilities (other than those that are complementary to retail) may be permitted.  A mixed (minor positive 
and minor negative) effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  As such A1 retail 
uses and those considered complementary to such uses (e.g. A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 uses) would be considered acceptable 
at ground floor level of these areas.  Encouraging the provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a 
higher number of residents where sustainable transport links are likely to be strongest may result in a reduced number of 
journeys in the Borough being made by private car.  As such this approach may help to reduce the local release of transport 
related pollutants.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to travel by car to 
access them which would potentially increase the levels of transport related pollutants being released locally.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  As such A1 retail 
uses and those considered complementary to such uses (e.g. A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 uses) would be considered acceptable 
at ground floor level of these areas.  Encouraging the provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a 
higher number of residents where sustainable transport links are likely to be strongest may result in a reduced number of 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 634 November 2017 
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o

n
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O
p
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o

n
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Justification 

journeys in the Borough being made by private car.  As such this approach may help to reduce the local release of 
greenhouse gases from transport.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to travel by car to 
access them which would potentially increase the levels of transport related greenhouse gas emissions.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  As such A1 retail 
uses and those considered complementary to such uses (e.g. A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 uses) would be considered acceptable 
at ground floor level of these areas.  This approach would help to maintain the vitality and viability of town centres which 
would encourage repeat visits to these areas by residents, as such encouraging investment in the Borough.  A significant 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such this approach could see other uses occurring within these areas.  The dilution of retail uses and 
other uses considered complementary would likely negatively impact upon town centre vitality and viability and discourage 
repeat visits to these locations.  As such investment in the Borough may be adversely affected and a minor negative effect is 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 635 November 2017 
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n
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o
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Justification 

therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  As such A1 retail 
uses and those considered complementary to such uses (e.g. A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 uses) would be considered acceptable 
at ground floor level of these areas.  Encouraging the provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a 
higher number of residents where sustainable transport links are likely to be strongest would make facilities and services 
accommodated here more accessible particularly for those without a car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to require car use 
to access them.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  As such A1 retail 
uses and those considered complementary to such uses (e.g. A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 uses) would be considered acceptable 
at ground floor level of these areas.  Encouraging the provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a 
higher number of residents where sustainable transport links are likely to be strongest may result in a reduced number of 
journeys in the Borough being made by private car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to travel by car to 
access them which would potentially discourage modal shift.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages: Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston Town Centres 

• Option 1: Provide tightly drawn Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three centres. 

• Option 2: Extend the Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three centres. 

• Option 3: Remove the Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three centres. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 3

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 

0 0 0 
None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 
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Justification 

meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 
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Justification 

solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 0 
None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 0 
None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 
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vulnerability to 
flooding. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 0 0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
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training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

the options. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ - -- 

Option 1 would involve providing tightly drawn Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three centres.  This 
would focus retail uses more tightly in a dedicated retail core.  This is expected to have a minor positive effect on the 
economy of the town centres as it would avoid diluting retail uses and should retain the viability and vitality of the 
town centres. 

Option 2 would extend the Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three centres.  This could have a minor 
negative effect on the economy of the town centres by diluting retail uses in those areas thereby reducing the vitality 
and viability of the town centres. 

Option 3 would remove the Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three centres.  This approach is likely to 
have a significant negative effect on the economy of the town centres as it would have more severe effects than 
Option 2 in terms of diluting retail uses and could result in the town centres lacking a defined retail core. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 

0 0 0 None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 
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reuse and 
recycling 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 0 

None of the options will have a direct effect on this SA objective; therefore negligible effects are identified for all of 
the options. 
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Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages 

• Option 1: Identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres. 

• Option 2: Not identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

- + 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  This could limit the 
extent to which residential uses are acceptable in those areas and a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such this would not restrict residential uses in those areas and a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. +? +/- 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres, which could allow 
some community facilities.  The provision of these types of facilities at central locations would mean they are more 
accessible to a higher number of residents.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective although this is 
uncertain depending on the extent to which community uses are permitted. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, priority would not be given to secondary retail uses as well as other complementary uses 
although more community facilities (other than those that are complementary to retail) may be permitted.  A mixed (minor 
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positive and minor negative) effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  Encouraging the 
provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a higher number of residents where sustainable transport 
links are likely to be strongest may result in a reduced number of journeys in the Borough being made by private car.  As 
such this approach may help to reduce the local release of transport related pollutants.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to travel by car to 
access them which would potentially increase the levels of transport related pollutants being released locally.  A minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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pollution of land. 
13) To minimise 

energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  Encouraging the 
provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a higher number of residents where sustainable transport 
links are likely to be strongest may result in a reduced number of journeys in the Borough being made by private car.  As 
such this approach may help to reduce the local release of greenhouse gases from transport.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to travel by car to 
access them which would potentially increase the levels of transport related greenhouse gas emissions.  A minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  This approach 
would help to maintain the vitality and viability of town centres by clearly defining their function which would encourage 
repeat visits to these areas by residents, as such encouraging investment in the Borough.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such this approach could see other uses occurring within these areas.  The dilution of secondary 
retail uses and other uses considered complementary would likely negatively impact upon town centre vitality and viability 
and discourage repeat visits to these locations.  As such investment in the Borough may be adversely affected and a minor 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  Encouraging the 
provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a higher number of residents where sustainable transport 
links are likely to be strongest would make facilities and services accommodated here more accessible particularly for those 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

without a car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to require car use 
to access them.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. + - 

Option 1 would result in policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town centres.  Encouraging the 
provision of such uses at central locations in closer proximity to a higher number of residents where sustainable transport 
links are likely to be strongest may result in a reduced number of journeys in the Borough being made by private car.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no policy to identify Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the Borough being incorporated in 
the new Local Plan.  As such, these types of uses may be more dispersed and people may be more likely to travel by car to 
access them which would potentially discourage modal shift.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
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Shop fronts 

• Option 1: Carry forward the existing policy as adopted in the Town Centres Area Action Plan – Policy 7 Shop Fronts. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 

+ 0 
Option 1 would carry forward the policy approach of Policy 7 Shop Fronts in the Town Centres Area Action Plan.  This policy 
requires that when designing new shop fronts consideration should be given to natural surveillance and safety and security.  
As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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n
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O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

Option 2 would not carry forward the policy approach of Policy 7 Shop Fronts in the Town Centres Area Action Plan.  As such 
specific local guidance in relation to the design of shop fronts in the Borough would be removed and consideration for natural 
surveillance and safety and security would not be required when designing new local shop fronts.  A negligible effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward the policy approach of Policy 7 Shop Fronts in the Town Centres Area Action Plan.  This policy 
requires that when designing new shop fronts all new proposals should improve the appearance and be within the 
architecture character and scale of the building on which they are located.  As such this approach should help to protect the 
local built environment and protect local heritage assets as well as their setting.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not carry forward the policy approach of Policy 7 Shop Fronts in the Town Centres Area Action Plan.  As such 
specific local guidance in relation to the design of shop fronts in the Borough would be removed.  Protection which previously 
related to the design of local shop fronts in relation to architecture character and scale would not be provided in the new 
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O
p

ti
o

n
 1
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Justification 

Local Plan and a negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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n
 2

 

Justification 

develop renewable 
energy resources. 

therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would carry forward the policy approach of Policy 7 Shop Fronts in the Town Centres Area Action Plan.  This policy 
requires that when designing new shop fronts all new proposals should improve the appearance and be within the 
architecture character and scale of the building on which they are located.  As such this approach should help to enhance the 
local street scene in the Borough which may make town centre locations more attractive to shoppers thus benefiting local 
vitality and viability.  This approach may therefore encourage inward investment in the Borough and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not carry forward the policy approach of Policy 7 Shop Fronts in the Town Centres Area Action Plan.  As such 
specific local guidance in relation to the design of shop fronts in the Borough would be removed and a negligible effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

and public rights 
of way. 

Food and Drink establishments (especially discouraging proliferation of hot food takeaways) 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to continue with a policy to guide the amount and location of food and drink establishments in the town 
centres 

• Option 2: Not to include such a policy and to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 

++ - Option 1 would involve including a policy to guide the amount and location of food and drink establishments in the town 
centres.  This approach would be adopted particularly to discourage the proliferation of hot food takeaways in the Borough.  
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Justification 

promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

Given that these establishments often offer ‘energy-dense’ or ‘fast food’ which can be linked to obesity and related health 
conditions including cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes, stroke and some cancers1, effectively controlling the locations 
where they are permitted is expected to benefit public health.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would mean that no local planning policy would directly address food and drink establishments in the town centres.  
There is therefore more chance that a proliferation of these establishments could occur, which might adversely impact on 
local health and well-being by encouraging poor diet.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. + - 

Option 1 would provide guidance in relation to the provision of food and drink establishments in the town centres in terms 
of their extent and location.  This approach may help to reduce the potential for inappropriately high concentrations of these 
establishments which are particularly related to the night time economy.  As these types of establishments can often be 
linked with disorderly behaviour, this approach is likely to have a positive influence on reducing crime and anti-social 
behaviour in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in a local policy to address the provision of food and drink establishments in the town centres in 
terms of their amount and location.  As such, inappropriately high concentrations of this type of development might occur, 
which may result in an increase in disorderly conduct particularly at night.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective.  

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

                                                
1 NHS (2013) Using the planning system to control hot food takeaways 
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in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ - 

Option 1 would provide guidance in relation to the provision of food and drink establishments in the town centres in terms 
of their extent and location.  This approach may help to reduce the potential for inappropriately high concentrations of these 
establishments which are particularly related to the night time economy.  As such this may help to reduce the number of 
“dead” shop fronts in town centres during the day time in the Borough thus helping to protect local vitality.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in a local policy to address the provision of food and drink establishments in the town centres in 
terms of their amount and location.  As such, inappropriately high concentrations of this type of development might occur.  
As these types of establishment are mostly limited to night time opening this approach may create areas of “dead” frontage 
in town centre locations in the Borough which may be detrimental to the vitality of these areas.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.   

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Security shutters 

• Option 1: Carry forward the existing policy as adopted in the Town Centres Area Action Plan – Policy 8 Security Shutters. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 

0 0 
Both options address the incorporation of security shutters at developments in the Borough which might affect levels of 
crime locally.  However, neither approach would encourage or discourage their provision but merely guide how they should 
be successfully incorporated as to minimise negative impacts on the street scene and built environment.  A negligible effect 
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behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would continue the approach set out in Policy 8 of the Town Centres Area Action Plan which requires that shutter 
do not affect the character and architecture of the building they are placed upon.  In Conservation Areas special 
consideration for the inclusion of shutters is to be made.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 1 would remove the guidance set out in Policy 8 of the Town Centres Area Action Plan in terms of shutter provision.  
As such protection from the negative effects shutters might have on the local built environment (particularly in terms of 
maintaining the local street scene as well as protecting architectural details of buildings) would no longer be provided 
through the local planning policy.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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of climate change. 
15) To involve people 

in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would continue the approach set out in Policy 8 of the Town Centres Area Action Plan which requires that shutter 
do not affect the character and architecture of the building they are placed upon.  As such this approach would help to 
protect the aesthetic quality and character of the town centre locations.  The vitality and viability of these areas may be 
protected through these considerations encouraging repeat visits from shoppers which would help to encourage inward 
investment in the Borough.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would remove the guidance set out in Policy 8 of the Town Centres Area Action Plan in terms of shutter provision.  
As such protection from the negative effects shutters might have on the local built environment (particularly in terms of 
maintaining the local street scene as well as protecting architectural details of buildings) would no longer be provided 
through the local planning policy.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Private car parking 

• Option 1: All proposals for new development must include an appropriate amount car parking spaces consistent with the requirements of the 
6Cs Design Guide. 

• Option 2: Not to include such a policy and to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would require that new development include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces consistent with the 
requirements of the 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards.  As per 
this guidance in Leicestershire where such standards have not been provided an application should consider how accessible 
the development is using other methods of transport, including public transport, walking or cycling when determining an 
appropriate level of parking provision.  As such this approach would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over 
provide such facilities as to discourage people from making use of more active modes of transport and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

Option 2 would not introduce local policy in relation to parking standards and national policy instead would guide such 
facilities at new development.  The NPPF through section 4 requires a presumption in favour of sustainable transport modes.  
This approach however would not set specific parking standards which should not be exceeded.  As such the over provision 
of parking spaces in the Borough at new developments may occur which could discourage a modal shift towards more active 
modes of transport.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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community and 
leisure facilities. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - 

Option 1 would require that new developments include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces consistent with the 
requirements of the 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards.  This 
approach would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as to discourage people from 
making use of more sustainable modes of transport.  This may help to reduce the level of travel related pollutants released 
locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

Option 2 would not introduce local policy in relation to parking standards and national policy instead would guide such 
facilities at new development.  The NPPF through section 4 requires a presumption in favour of sustainable transport modes.  
This approach however would not set specific parking standards which should not be exceeded.  As such the over provision 
of parking spaces in the Borough at new developments may occur which could discourage a modal shift towards more 
sustainable modes of transport.  This approach would not address the release of travel related pollutants in the Borough and 
may actually encourage journeys by private car.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would require that new development include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces consistent with the 
requirements of the 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards.  As 
such this approach would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as to discourage 
people from making use of more sustainable modes of transport.  This may help to reduce the level of greenhouse gases 
released locally and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

Option 2 would not introduce local policy in relation to parking standards and national policy instead would guide such 
facilities at new development.  The NPPF through section 4 requires a presumption in favour of sustainable transport modes.  
This approach however would not set specific parking standards which should not be exceeded.  As such the over provision 
of parking spaces in the Borough at new developments may occur which could discourage a modal shift towards more 
sustainable modes of transport locally.  This approach would not address the release of greenhouse gases in the Borough 
and may actually encourage journeys by private car locally.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

+ - 

Option 1 would require that new development include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces consistent with the 
requirements of the 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards.  As 
such this approach would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as to discourage 
people from making use of public modes of transport and more active modes of transport.  This may help to encourage a 
local modal shift (which would include more people making use of public transport and active modes of transport at the local 
public rights of way) and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective  

Option 2 would not introduce local policy in relation to parking standards and national policy instead would guide such 
facilities at new development.  The NPPF through section 4 requires a presumption in favour of sustainable transport modes.  
This approach however would not set specific parking standards which should not be exceeded.  As such the over provision 
of parking spaces in the Borough at new developments may occur which could discourage a modal shift towards more active 
and public modes of transport locally.  This approach may actually reinforce local car use and therefore a minor negative 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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Public car parking 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to seek to provide the appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the centres of Oadby, Wigston 
and South Wigston 

• Option 2: Increase the existing number of public car parking spaces in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston 

• Option 3: Decrease the existing number of public car parking spaces in the centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston  

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 3

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+? - + 

Option 1 would result in policy which would provide for an appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of the Borough.  Given that local parking policy is to allow for the promotion of sustainable transport options  
it is expected that the appropriate level of parking will be that which promotes public and more active modes of 
transport but allows for acceptable levels of parking centrally to facilitate use of services and facilities.  Given that 
this may result in more residents making use of active modes of transport a minor positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon what is deemed to be an appropriate level of public parking. 

Option 2 would result in policy which would increase the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach might result in a reduced number of residents making use of active modes of 
transport to access facilities and services at these locations.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 3 would result in policy which would decrease the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach could result in more residents in the Borough making use of active modes of 
transport to access facilities and services at these locations.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
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objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+? + - 

Option 1 would result in policy which would provide for an appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of the Borough.  As such it is expected that approach would provide enough parking to meet local need and 
the needs of specialist users (such as those with impaired mobility) in particular.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon what is deemed to be an acceptable 
level of parking in the Borough. 

Option 2 would result in policy which would increase the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach would result in parking provision to satisfy the requirements of specific local groups 
in terms of accessing local services and facilities particularly those who have reduced mobility.  A minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would result in policy which would decrease the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  Given the importance of this type of provision for specific local groups (such as those who have impaired 
mobility) this approach would not address the needs of the entire community and could be detrimental in terms of 
the empowerment of the local community.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 

0 0 0 None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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communities. 
7) Conserve and 

enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+? - ++ 

Option 1 would result in policy which would provide for an appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of the Borough.  Given that local parking policy is to allow for the promotion of sustainable transport options 
it is expected that the appropriate level of parking will be that which promotes public and more active modes of 
transport but allows for acceptable levels of parking centrally to facilitate use of services and facilities.  Given that 
this may result in more residents making use of sustainable modes of transport the approach may result in a reduced 
number of journeys by private car in the Borough and therefore a reduction in transport related pollutants.  A minor 
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positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon what is deemed to 
be an appropriate level of public parking. 

Option 2 would result in policy which would increase the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach might result in a greater number of residents making journeys by private car in the 
Borough and therefore a rise in transport related pollutants being released locally.  As such a minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would result in policy which would decrease the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach would most likely discourage residents from making journeys by private car locally 
and as such may result in a particular reduction in the level of transport related pollutants being released in the 
Borough.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 0 
None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. +? - ++ 

Option 1 would result in policy which would provide for an appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of the Borough.  Given that local parking policy is to allow for the promotion of sustainable transport options 
it is expected that the appropriate level of parking will be that which promotes public and more active modes of 
transport but allow for acceptable levels of parking centrally to facilitate use of services and facilities.  Given that this 
may result in a reduced number of journeys by private car in the Borough it may help to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in the Borough to the benefit of local contribution to climate change.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon what is deemed to be an appropriate level of 
public parking. 

Option 2 would result in policy which would increase the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
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Borough.  As such this approach might result in a greater number of residents making journeys by private car in the 
Borough and therefore a rise in greenhouse gases being emitted in the Borough and Oadby and Wigston’s 
contribution to climate change.  As such a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would result in policy which would decrease the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach would most likely discourage residents from making journeys by private car locally 
and as such may result in a decreased in local contribution to climate change through greenhouse gas emissions.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 

+? ++ - 

Option 1 would result in policy which would provide for an appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of the Borough.  This approach is likely to enable residents to easily travel to town centre locations thereby 
supporting the vitality and viability of these areas while also allowing for suitable accessibility to central employment 
sites.  As such a minor positive effect is expected don this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent upon 
what is deemed to be an appropriate level of public parking. 

Option 2 would result in policy which would increase the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach might result in town centre locations being particularly accessible to local residents.  
This policy may also in particular be of benefit to local businesses in terms of visitors from further away making use 
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population. of their facilities.  This approach may result in more frequent and return visits to local retail centres and make also 
make central employment sites more accessible as such encouraging local investment.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would result in policy which would decrease the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach could result in an under supply of car parking facilities locally which may reduce the 
number of residents accessing town centre locations and as such reduce the vitality and viability of these locations.  
The approach therefore may decrease inward investment in the Borough and also may reduce the accessibility of 
central employment opportunities.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 

0 0 0 

None of the policy options considered is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for 
all policy options has therefore been recorded. 
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people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

+? - ++ 

Option 1 would result in policy which would provide for an appropriate number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of the Borough.  Given that local parking policy is to allow for the promotion of sustainable transport options 
(as per section 4 of the NPPF) it is expected that the appropriate level of parking will be that which promotes public 
and more active modes of transport but allow for acceptable levels of parking centrally to facilitate use of services 
and facilities.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The effect is uncertain dependent 
upon what is deemed to be an appropriate level of public parking. 

Option 2 would result in policy which would increase the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach may encourage the use of private car journeys over journeys by modes of 
sustainable transport to access the centres of the Borough.  The approach would as such most likely discourage a 
modal shift and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 3 would result in policy which would decrease the number of public car parking spaces in the centres of the 
Borough.  As such this approach would result in residents being discouraged from making use of private car journeys 
to access these locations which may help to promote journeys by more sustainable and active modes.  A modal shift 
may as such result from this approach and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

 
  



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 677 November 2017 

Renewable Energy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach will be to encourage renewable energy schemes, subject to meeting other policies in the plan, so as not to 
have a detrimental impact upon the landscape and character 

• Option 2: To not include a specific policy and therefore implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded.   

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded.  . 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded.   
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9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would encourage the provision of renewable energy schemes in the borough subject to meeting a number of 
criteria.  This is to include having no negative impact on the landscape of the Borough.  Given that renewable energy 
developments (particularly solar panels and wind turbines) have the potential to have significant negative impacts on 
sensitive landscape, there would be benefits from having a locally specific policy in place to address this issue.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would place no policy in place in relation to the protection of local landscapes when considering the provision of 
renewable energy schemes in Oadby and Wigston.  Although valued landscapes are to be protected through section 11 of the 
NPPF this approach would provide no specifically local policy which would respond to the landscapes of the Borough.  A 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 

++ 0 Option 1 would encourage the provision of renewable energy schemes in the Borough.  The policy would seek to increase 
the use of renewable energy resources which would be appropriate in the Borough therefore reducing any dependency upon 
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energy resources. the use of fossil fuels in Oadby and Wigston.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would put no policy in place in relation to provision of renewable energy schemes in Oadby and Wigston.  Section 
10 of the NPPF promotes the contribution which should be made to renewable energy resources; however this approach 
would not address this issue in any locally specific context.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective overall. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would encourage the provision of renewable energy schemes in the Borough.  The policy would seek to increase 
the use of renewable energy resources which would be appropriate in the Borough therefore reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and benefitting climate change mitigation.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would put no policy in place in relation to provision of renewable energy schemes in Oadby and Wigston.  Section 
10 of the NPPF promotes the contribution which should be made to renewable energy resources; however this approach 
would not address this issue in any locally specific context.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective overall. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 

+ 0 

Option 1 would help to encourage the provision of renewable energy schemes in the Borough.  The policy would seek to 
encourage the use of renewable energy resources and as such may help to encourage the growth of the renewables industry 
locally and more widely.  This may result in the provision of some new employment opportunities and a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 
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to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

Option 2 would put no policy in place in relation to provision of renewable energy schemes in Oadby and Wigston.  Section 
10 of the NPPF promotes the contribution which should be made to renewable energy resources; however this approach 
would not address this issue in any locally specific context.  As such it is unlikely that this approach would help to foster the 
growth of the local renewables sector and would be unlikely to help provide further employment opportunities in the 
Borough.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Both options would seek to address the 
location of new development in terms of local flood risk as opposed to design (such as the incorporation of SuDS) which 
might help to limit local flood.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

Flood Risk 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to resist any development that would have an increase the risk of flooding, unless appropriate mitigation 
measures are identified and put in place 

• Option 2: To not include a specific policy and therefore implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Both approaches would limit the potential for 
housing development (the NPPF through planning decisions seeks to steer development to areas with the lowest probability 
of flooding) in areas of high food risk in the Borough.  However, only a small portion of the Borough has been designated as 
being within Flood Zone 2 or 3 (along the Grand Union Canal to the south and at Wash Brook to the east) and housing built 
in high flood risk areas could not be considered to be of decent quality.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded.   
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2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would put local policy in place to resist development which would result in an increase in risk of flooding, unless 
appropriate mitigation measures are identified and put in place.  As such this approach should help to reduce the potential 
for local residents to be put at risk from flooding meaning their health and well-being should be protected.  A minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in a local policy which would address local flood but would instead rely on national policy to 
address this issue.  Although this approach would be less likely to respond appropriately to the specific flood risk situation 
which exists in the Borough, national policy does still address flood issues and a negligible effect is likely overall. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 684 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would put local policy in place to resist development which would result in an increase in risk of flooding, unless 
appropriate mitigation measures are identified and put in place.  As such this approach should help to reduce the potential 
for heritage assets to be affected by flooding.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in a local policy which would address local flood but would instead rely on national policy to 
address this issue.  Although this approach would be less likely to respond appropriately to the specific flood risk situation 
which exists in the Borough, national policy does still address flood issues and a negligible effect is likely overall. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would put local policy in place to resist development which would result in an increase in risk of flooding, unless 
appropriate mitigation measures are identified and put in place.  As such this approach should help to reduce the potential 
for biodiversity to be adversely affected by flooding events.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would not result in a local policy which would address local flood but would instead rely on national policy to 
address this issue.  Although this approach would be less likely to respond appropriately to the specific flood risk situation 
which exists in the Borough, national policy does still address flood issues and a negligible effect is likely overall. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 

++ 0 Option 1 would put local policy in place to resist development which would result in an increase in risk of flooding, unless 
appropriate mitigation measures are identified and put in place.  This approach would directly seek to achieve this SA 
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improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

objective and a significant positive effect is expected. 

Option 2 would not result in a local policy which would address local flood but would instead rely on national policy to 
address this issue.  Although this approach would be less likely to respond appropriately to the specific flood risk situation 
which exists in the Borough, national policy does still address flood issues and a negligible effect is likely overall. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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impacts. 
16) To improve access 

to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  Both options would seek to address the 
location of new development in terms of local flood risk as opposed to design (such as the incorporation of SuDS) which 
might help to limit local flood.  A negligible effect for both policy options has therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Surface Water Management and SuDS 

• Option 1: The proposed is to require that appropriate surface water management and SuDS are put in place as an integral part of new 
development 

• Option 2: To not include a specific policy and therefore implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

The financial cost of requirements to provide appropriate surface water management and SuDS at new housing 
developments in the Borough is likely to be absorbed by developers without significant impacts on viability of schemes.  As 
such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective for both options. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+? 0 

Option 1 would require that new developments incorporate appropriate surface water management and SuDS.  A minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective given that reducing local flood risk would reduce the potential for associated 
impacts on peoples’ physical and mental health and wellbeing.  In addition provision of SuDS may include green spaces to 
allow for surface water infiltration, there may be indirect benefits for health if this type of provision may also provide areas 
for residents to engage in active outdoor recreation.  The positive effect on this SA objective may therefore be enhanced 
dependent on suitable types of SuDS being incorporated (it is appreciated that SuDS may however take the form of green 
roofs or permeable paving for example is unlikely encourage more active lifestyles among local residents) which will be 
decided by developers’ decisions. 

Option 2 would mean that no new local policy requiring appropriate surface water management and SuDS would be 
adopted.  As such national policy would continue to apply in relation to sustainable drainage through section 10 of the NPPF 
which promotes development which does not increase flood risk; however it is unlikely to significantly impact upon local 
green space either positively or negatively.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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community and 
leisure facilities. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would require that new development would incorporate appropriate surface water management and SuDS.  As this 
may include the provision of green spaces or green roofs to allow for surface water infiltration this type of provision may help 
to enhance local character.  The appropriate management of flood risk would also help to protect the Borough from future 
flooding events which might otherwise have an adverse effect on the local historic environment.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The enhancement of the positive effect will be dependent upon the type of SuDS 
which might be provided locally.  For example incorporating sustainable drainage systems into new development in the form 
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of permeable paving is unlikely to have any benefits in terms of the local built environment.  Developers’ decisions will affect 
any potential to increase this likely positive effect. 

Option 2 would mean that no new local policy requiring appropriate surface water management and SuDS would be 
adopted.  As such national policy through section 10 of the NPPF which promotes development which does not increase flood 
risk would continue to apply in relation to sustainable drainage however this is unlikely to significantly impact upon local 
green space or green roof provision either positively or negatively.  The policy is unlikely to have an impact on the local built 
environment and therefore a negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would require that new development would incorporate appropriate surface water management and SuDS.  As this 
may include the provision of green spaces or green roofs to allow for surface water infiltration this type of provision may also 
act to provide local habitat space in the Borough.  The appropriate management of flood risk would also help to protect the 
Borough from future flooding events which might otherwise have an adverse effect on local biodiversity and geodiversity.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The enhancement of the positive effect will be dependent 
upon the type of SuDS which might be provided locally.  For example incorporating sustainable drainage systems into new 
development in the form of permeable paving is unlikely to have any benefits in terms of the habitat provision or 
connectivity.  Developers’ decisions will affect any potential to increase this likely positive effect. 

Option 2 would mean that no new local policy requiring appropriate surface water management and SuDS would be 
adopted.  As such national policy through section 10 of the NPPF which promotes development which does not increase flood 
risk would continue to apply in relation to sustainable drainage however this is unlikely to significantly impact upon local 
green space or green roof provision either positively or negatively.  The policy is unlikely to have an impact on local habitat 
provision as well as biodiversity or geodiversity in general and therefore a negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+? 0 

Option 1 would require that new development would incorporate appropriate surface water management and SuDS.  As this 
may include the provision of green spaces or green roofs to allow for surface water infiltration this type of provision may also 
act protect the local landscape in terms of mitigating any detrimental impacts of new development.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain given that incorporating sustainable drainage 
systems into new development in the form of permeable paving for example is unlikely to have any benefit in terms of the 
local landscape.  Ultimately any impact on this SA objective will be dependent upon specific details of this policy and 
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developer decisions in relation to which type of SuDS might be incorporated. 

Option 2 would mean that no new local policy requiring appropriate surface water management and SuDS would be 
adopted.  As such national policy would continue to apply in relation to sustainable drainage however this is unlikely to 
significantly impact upon local green space or green roof provision either positively or negatively.  The policy is unlikely to 
have an impact on the local landscape and therefore a negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. ++ - 

Option 1 would involve the Local Plan including a locally specific policy which would require appropriate surface water 
management and SuDS to be incorporated into new development.  As such, this approach would directly help to mitigate 
potential flood risk at both individual sites in the Borough as well as cumulatively.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which would address the provision of appropriate surface water management and 
SuDS being put in place.  As such, national policy would continue to apply.  This would mean sustainable drainage would 
only be required to be given priority where development was within an area of flood risk (Paragraph 103, NPPF, 2012).  As 
this approach would not provide locally specific guidance and would not provide as comprehensive an approach to local flood 
risk in the Borough, a negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is expected to be minor 
given that the NPPF would still require the Sequential Test and where necessary the Exception Test to be applied in relation 
to flood risk and new development.  This approach should mean that areas of highest flood risk would still most likely be 
avoided when new development is provided. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 693 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction ++ - 

Option 1 would involve the Local Plan including a locally specific policy which would require appropriate surface water 
management and SuDS to be incorporated into new development.  This approach would mean development would fulfil an 
integral part of sustainable design by reducing flood risk.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective 

Option 2 would result in no local policy which would address the provision of appropriate surface water management and 
SuDS being put in place.  As such, national policy would continue to apply.  This approach would not activity encourage 
SuDS provision in the Borough meaning the criteria of sustainable design (in terms of natural resource depletion and helping 
to create safe and liveable environments) would not be as actively encouraged.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

Transport Requirements for New Developments 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the local plan will contain a policy that will seek to reduce the need to travel and enhance accessibility to 
greater choices in modes of transport, as well as enhance the safety of pedestrians and other road users, as part of new developments in the 
Borough. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy that seeks to mitigate the impact of new development on the transport 
network, but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
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ti
o

n
 1

 

O
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n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 

0 0 

Option 1 could potentially place requirements on developers in terms of providing enhanced accessibility and transport 
provision at new schemes.  The policy option however does not explicitly require that developers fund infrastructure 
provision in the Borough and therefore no adverse impact on viability of housing schemes is expected.  A negligible effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 
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and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

Option 2 would result in no locally specific policy relating to transport and accessibility being adopted.  As such national 
policy would guide new housing schemes in relation to providing for different modes of transport.  Given that the NPPF 
requires that sustainable transport is promoted through its section 4 this approach is unlikely to significantly reduce 
requirements which developers must meet in relation to accessibility and transport.  A negligible effect is therefore recorded 
for this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would place local requirements on developers in terms of providing for increased accessibility and greater choices 
in modes of transport at new local development.  This is likely to include increasing access by more active modes of 
transport such as walking and cycling, which would benefit local health.  This approach would also help to improve 
pedestrian safety which would also potentially be of benefit in terms of health and well-being.  Overall a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not allow for new specific local policy in relation to providing for improved accessibility, pedestrian safety 
and greater choices in modes of transport at new developments.  Given that the NPPF through section 4 contains support for 
sustainable transport and safety for all road users any negative effect on sustainable transport provision in the Borough is 
unlikely to be significant.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ 0 

Option 1 could potentially place requirements on developers in terms of providing enhanced accessibility and transport 
provision at new schemes.  This is likely to include sustainable transport provision meaning the Borough’s contribution in 
terms of transport related pollution has the potential to be minimised.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective 

Option 2 would result in no locally specific policy relating to transport and accessibility being adopted.  As such national 
policy would continue to guide new development in relation to providing for different modes of transport.  Given that the 
NPPF requires that sustainable transport is promoted through its section 4 this approach is unlikely to significantly reduce 
requirements in relation to sustainable transport.  This would mean having no local policy in place would be unlikely to have 
any significant impact in terms of local contribution to transport related pollutants.  A negligible effect is therefore recorded 
for this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would require new development in the Borough to provide for alternative modes of transport.  As such this 
approach may encourage local people to make fewer journeys by private car in the area which would help to reduce the 
Borough’s contribution to greenhouse gas emissions.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no new local policy being provided to require new development to provide for alternative modes of 
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transport.  Given that the NPPF promotes sustainable transport through Chapter 4 it is unlikely that relying on national policy 
would have a significant detrimental impact in terms of increases in local greenhouse gas emissions.  A negligible effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. + 0 

Option 1 could potentially place requirements on developers in terms of providing enhanced accessibility and transport 
provision at new development schemes.  This is likely to include increased sustainable transport may improve access to 
education facilities in the Borough for those without cars.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

Option 2 would result in no locally specific policy relating to transport and accessibility being adopted.  As such national 
policy would guide new housing schemes in relation to providing for different modes of transport.  Given that the NPPF 
requires that sustainable transport is promoted and road safety is addressed through its section 4 this approach is unlikely to 
significantly reduce requirements in relation to sustainable transport or impact significantly negatively on pedestrian road 
users.  This would mean having no local policy in place would be unlikely to have any significant impact in terms of access to 
education facilities for those without a car.  A negligible effect is therefore recorded for this SA objective. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 

+ 0 

Option 1 could potentially place requirements on developers in terms of providing enhanced accessibility and transport 
provision at new development schemes.  This is likely to include increased sustainable transport provision which may 
improve access to employment opportunities for those without cars.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective 

Option 2 would result in no locally specific policy relating to transport and accessibility being adopted.  As such national 
policy would guide new housing schemes in relation to providing for different modes of transport.  Given that the NPPF 
requires that sustainable transport is promoted and road safety is addressed through its section 4 this approach is unlikely to 
significantly reduce requirements in relation to sustainable transport or impact significantly negatively on pedestrian road 
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population. users.  This would mean having no local policy in place would be unlikely to have any significant impact in terms of access to 
employment opportunities for those without a car.  A negligible effect is therefore recorded for this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would require new development in the Borough to provide for alternative modes of transport.  This is likely to 
include accessibility by both public transport and more active modes of transport.  As such this approach would help to 
improve access to local services and facilities for those without a private car.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no new local policy being provided to require new development to provide for alternative modes of 
transport.  Given that the NPPF promotes sustainable transport through Chapter 4 it is unlikely that relying on national policy 
would have a significant detrimental impact in terms of allowing for access to local services and facilities for those without a 
private car.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would require new development in the Borough to provide for alternative modes of transport.  This is likely to 
include accessibility by both public transport and more active modes of transport.  It may include requirement developments 
to enhance nearby public rights of way or public for new public transport nodes.  As such this approach may help to 
encourage local people to make use of these alternative modes of transport.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in no new local policy being provided to require new development to provide for alternative modes of 
transport.  Given that the NPPF promotes sustainable transport through Chapter 4 it is unlikely that relying on national policy 
would have a significant detrimental impact in terms encouraging local use of public rights of way and public transport.  
Although it is appreciated that this approach would not be tailored to meet local circumstances a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 
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Sustaining community facilities and services (including places of worship) 

• Option 1: It is proposed that in accordance with CSP16: Community Facilities and Places of Worship, a policy will be included in the new 
Local Plan to ensure that community facilities and services (including places of worship) are safeguarded where there is a need to do so and 
that development will be located and designed in order to promote social inclusion and community cohesion. Where there is an unmet need, 
changes of use on buildings and land under use class D1 and D2 will not be permitted, unless it can be demonstrated that the location is no 
longer suitable for a community use 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy that seeks to protect land for community facilities and services (including 
places of worship), but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 
 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 
Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to safeguard community facilities and services (including those under use classes D1 and 
D2).  Given that D1 and D2 uses include health centres as well as gymnasiums or area for indoor or outdoor sports and 
recreations, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local policy to protect community facilities.  However, some level of protection for these 
types of facilities would still be provided through national policy and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 

++ - Option 1 would result in policy to safeguard community facilities and services.  Change of use from community uses is not 
to be permitted in areas where unmet need has been identified unless it can be demonstrated that the location is no longer 
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community and 
leisure facilities. 

suitable for a community use.  This policy would therefore directly address the provision of community facilities in the 
Borough and as such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide protection for community facilities at a local level.  As Policy CSP16: Community Facilities and 
Places of Worship in the adopted Core Strategy currently provides a level of local protection for these types of facilities, 
relying solely on national policy would weaken protection for local community features.  A minor negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.   

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to safeguard community facilities and services.  Change of use from community uses is not 
to be permitted in areas where unmet need has been identified unless it can be demonstrated that the location is no longer 
suitable for a community use.  This approach would help to preserve community uses which could be used to address the 
needs of disadvantaged, minority, and hard to reach groups such as young or elderly people.  As such a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not protect local community facilities and services through a local level policy.  This policy option would rely 
on national guidance and would not replace policy CSP16: Community Facilities and Places of Worship which gives local 
protection through the adopted Core Strategy.  As such removing locally specific protection for facilities and services which 
may be used to address the needs of disadvantaged, minority, and hard to reach groups such as young or elderly people is 
expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in a local policy to safeguard community facilities and services.  These facilities are to be safeguarded 
where there is a need to do so and are also to be located and designed in order to promote social inclusion and community 
cohesion.  Given that this policy option directly addresses the potential for creating cohesive communities in the Borough, a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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Option 2 would not protect local community facilities and services through a local level policy.  This policy option would rely 
on national guidance and would not replace policy CSP16: Community Facilities and Places of Worship which gives local 
protection through the adopted Core Strategy.  As such, removing locally specific protection for facilities and services which 
help to promote community cohesion within the Borough is expected to have a minor negative effect on this SA objective. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in policy to safeguard community facilities and services in Borough where unmet need has been 
identified unless it can be demonstrated that the location is no longer suitable for a community use.  As such this approach 
may help to reduce the need for residents to travel further to access such facilities.  This may result in decreased levels of 
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transport related 
pollutants. 

travel-related air pollution locally meaning a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not protect local community facilities and services through a local level policy.  This policy option would rely 
on national guidance and would not replace policy CSP16: Community Facilities and Places of Worship which gives local 
protection through the adopted Core Strategy.  As such this approach may result in the loss of these types of facilities in the 
Borough meaning residents may be required to travel further to access alternatives.  As such traffic-related pollution may be 
increased and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to safeguard community facilities and services in Borough where unmet need has been 
identified unless it can be demonstrated that the location is no longer suitable for a community use.  As such this approach 
may help to reduce the need for residents to travel to access such facilities and therefore the associated greenhouse gas 
emissions may also be reduced.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not protect local community facilities and services through a local level policy.  This policy option would rely 
on national guidance and would not replace policy CSP16: Community Facilities and Places of Worship which gives local 
protection through the adopted Core Strategy.  As such this approach may result in the loss of these types of facilities in the 
Borough meaning residents may be required to travel further to access alternatives.  As such, the associated greenhouse gas 
emissions may be increased and a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to safeguard community facilities and services in Borough where unmet need has been 
identified unless it can be demonstrated that the location is no longer suitable for a community use.  As such this approach 
may help to improve access to facilities for those in Borough without a car and therefore a significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not protect local community facilities and services through a local level policy.  This policy option would rely 
on national guidance and would not replace policy CSP16: Community Facilities and Places of Worship which gives local 
protection through the adopted Core Strategy.  As such local facilities and services may be lost meaning people who do not 
have a car may have decreased access to essential facilities and services.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Cemetery and Burial Ground provision  

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to identify additional suitable sites for cemetery provision in order to meet the needs of the Borough. 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be to not identify any additional sites for cemetery provision in the Borough. 
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Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in the identification of new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough.  Cemetery provision 
will fulfil requirements for this type of facility locally meaning there will be health and well-being benefits.  Information from 
the Council has established that there is currently a shortfall in this provision locally and a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would result in new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough not being identified.  This type of provision 
has been identified as being required in the Borough at present by the Council.  This approach would therefore mean that 
locally the need for cemetery provision would not be met meaning a minor negative effect is expected on health and 
wellbeing. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+? 0 

Option 1 would result in the identification of new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough.  As such these areas 
would be maintained as mostly undeveloped (particularly when compared with other potential uses of greenfield sites) and 
could potentially act to enhance and protect the current setting of local heritage assets.  A minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain given that the specific location of cemeteries in the Borough is unknown 
at this stage. 

Option 2 would result in new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough not being identified.  As such this would 
result in no change to the local historic environment and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 

+/-? 0 Option 1 would result in the identification of new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough.  Given the open 
nature of this type of use it is expected that this approach would help to maintain habitat connectivity and even some habitat 
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geodiversity. provision in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  This minor positive effect is 
likely to be combined with a minor negative effect given that disturbance of local habitats may occur during the construction 
phase required for this type of provision.  Effects are uncertain depending on the location of cemeteries. 

Option 2 would result in new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough not being identified.  As such this 
approach would not result in any change to habitat connectivity or provision locally which might otherwise occur and a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. +? 0 

Option 1 would result in the identification of new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough.  This type of provision 
would remain relatively undeveloped and as such may help to prevent the coalescence of local settlements and also maintain 
the openness of the local countryside particularly when compared with other types of land uses.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective.  This positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific location of cemeteries. 

Option 2 would result in new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough not being identified.  As such this 
approach would not result in any change to the local landscape, countryside or openness between local settlements.  A 
negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in the identification of new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough.  Given the type of 
provision which would be made in these areas and the lack of hard surfacing which is likely to be included it is likely that 
cemetery use would continue to allow for infiltration of surface water onsite.  This would help to prevent an increase in local 
flood risk and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in new suitable sites for cemetery provision in the Borough not being identified.  As such there would 
be no effect on flood risk and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

Local Green Spaces 

• Option 1: Have a specific policy relating to Local Green Space, that designates areas within the Borough. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would designate areas of green space in the Borough thus giving them protection from being used for future 
development.  The protection of these areas may facilitate residents in leading healthier and more active lifestyles and 
therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of local green spaces in the Borough.  
A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would designate areas of green space in the Borough thus giving them protection from being used for future 
development.  The protection of these areas may help to allow leisure activities in the Borough and may also help to 
encourage healthier lifestyles locally.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of local green spaces in the Borough.  
Some protection to these types of provision would be given however it would not be as specific as local guidance would be.  
A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would designate specific areas of the Borough as local green spaces.  These areas may contribute towards the 
setting of local heritage assets and in general help to enhance the appearance of the local built environment.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of local green spaces in the Borough.  
As such, there would be less protection for green spaces which may contribute towards the setting of local heritage assets.  
A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. + 0 

Option 1 would give specific protection to local green spaces in the Borough through designation.  Given that these areas 
may act as important habitats or provide for habitat connectivity in the area, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of green spaces.  As such green 
spaces which may have biodiversity importance would be given no additional protection at the local level.  A negligible effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would designate specific areas of the Borough as local green spaces.  These areas are likely to play an important 
role in the establishing the local character of Oadby and Wigston as well as the landscape in the surrounding area.  As such, 
a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of green spaces.  As such, green 
spaces which may have importance in terms of contributing towards local character and the surrounding landscape would be 
given no additional protection.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objective 

O
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o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would designate specific areas of the Borough as local green spaces and would protect those areas from 
development which might otherwise result in a reduction in the extent of permeable surfaces in the Borough.  These areas 
would therefore continue to contribute to flood risk management by allowing for the infiltration of surface water and a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of green spaces.  As such, green 
spaces which would facilitate the infiltration of surface water would not be given specific local protection.  A negligible effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would designate areas of land in the Borough as local green space, thereby protecting them from development.  As 
such, this approach would avoid the development of greenfield sites and may help to guide new development in the Borough 
towards previously developed land instead.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean relying on the guidance of the NPPF in relation to the protection of green spaces.  As such, green 
spaces would not be given specific local protection meaning development might be more likely to proceed at these locations, 
resulting in the loss of previously undeveloped land.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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SA Objective 
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o

n
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O
p
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o

n
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Justification 

standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Allotments 

• Option 1: Seek opportunities to increase the amount of allotment land in the Borough through additional provision within land designated as 
Direction for Growth(s) 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be not to seek to increase the amount of allotment land in the Borough through additional provision 
within land designated as Direction for Growth(s) 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  These areas may provide improved areas for more active lifestyles and as well as areas to provide healthier food 
sources and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  The provision of increased numbers of allotments locally would improve access for residents to these facilities 
meaning a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objective 
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n
 1

 

O
p
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o
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Justification 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  The provision of increased numbers of allotments locally may help to contribute to the overall quality of the built 
environment, including the setting of heritage assets and local character.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 720 November 2017 
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n
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O
p
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o
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 2

 

Justification 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. + 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  These areas may provide some smaller habitat areas for wildlife in the Borough and may allow for improved local 
habitat connectivity.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  These areas may help to improve the local character of Oadby and Wigston and may also help to mitigate the 
impact of new development within the Borough in terms of effects on the surrounding landscape by improving its setting.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  The provision of allotment land in the Borough would retain areas of undeveloped land, facilitating the infiltration 
of surface water.  This approach would help to manage local flood risk and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

pollution of land. 
13) To minimise 

energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such local food growth may be increased by a small amount.  This may slightly reduce the requirement for 
foods to be imported into the Borough and the associated environmental impact.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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O
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Justification 

employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would seek opportunities to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s). As such, greenfield land in the Borough may be protected for this type of use and a minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not seek to increase the area of allotments in the Borough within land designated as Direction for 
Growth(s).  As such a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 
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Justification 

each settlement. 
22) To encourage and 

develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

Listed Buildings 

• Option 1: The Council will have a specific policy relating to the preservation and enhancement of nationally Listed buildings. Any change 
proposed to a nationally Listed building will need to comply with the policy set out within the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of 
decent and 
affordable 
housing that 
meets local 
needs and links 
into the 
provision of 

- 0 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to the preservation and enhancement of nationally listed buildings.  
This may result in more stringent controls being put in place on potential extensions and modifications of listed properties 
and residential properties within the setting of listed buildings in the Borough.  Further control being placed on this type of 
development may be to the detriment of providing a more suitable local housing stock.  For example, extensions undertaken 
by homeowners to make properties more suitable for family requirements may be unacceptable under a more stringent 
policy.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean not having a stringent local policy in relation to the preservation and enhancement nationally listed 
buildings.  As such listed residential properties could continue to be extended or modified in line with national policy.  A 
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n
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Justification 

services. negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 
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Justification 

particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to the preservation and enhancement of nationally listed buildings.  
As such it would provide further locally specific guidance to help protect local heritage assets.  A significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide any additional local policy in relation to the preservation and enhancement of nationally listed 
buildings.  As such, heritage assets in the Borough would continue to be protected by national policy and therefore a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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flooding. 
11) To improve air 

quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

-? + 

Option 1 would result in additional local policy relating to the enhancement and preservation of nationally listed buildings 
being introduced.  The increased restrictions in relation to development which might affect these heritage assets may 
discourage developers from proposing schemes which reused such properties and therefore a potential minor negative effect 
is identified in relation to this SA objective.  The redevelopment of such properties will ultimately be dependent upon the 
decision of developers and as such the negative effect on this SA objective is uncertain. 

Option 2 would not introduce new policy relating to the redevelopment of nationally listed buildings in the Borough.  As 
such, development of this type would continue be guided by national policy and would be less likely to be affected by 
increasingly stringent requirements.  National policy (NPPF, Chapter 12) would help to ensure enhancement and preservation 
was performed to a high standard, preventing significant negative impacts on heritage assets and their settings.  Listed 
buildings could therefore continue to be successfully reused for alternative uses if required.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Justification 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Conservation Areas including development in or affecting Conservation Areas 

• Option 1: The Council will have a specific policy relating to the preservation and enhancement of conservation areas within the Borough. Any 
change proposed to a building or site within a conservation area will need to comply with the policy set out within the new Local Plan.  It is 
envisaged that the policy will be criteria based and will be informed by the Conservation Areas Supplementary Planning Document. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 
 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

- 0 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to development within and affecting conservation areas.  This may 
result in more stringent criteria-based controls being put in place on potential residential developments and extensions and 
modifications of existing properties within conservation areas.  As such, the policy approach could detrimental affect the 
number of new houses being completed in the Borough as well as the modification of existing properties to ensure that they 
meet peoples’ needs.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in increasingly stringent local policy in relation to the development within or affecting local 
conservation areas.  As such, new development could continue to proceed within the Borough in line with national policy and 
a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

leisure facilities. 
4) To improve 

community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to the development within or affecting local conservation areas.  
Given that a criteria-based approach to this type of development would be adopted, it is expected that this would provide 
further policy protection in addition to that already provided nationally to preserve the special character of these areas and 
the heritage assets within them.  This policy would be relevant to the specific local circumstances of the Borough, as well as 
policy already in place given that it is to be informed by the Conservation Areas Supplementary Planning Document.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objective 

O
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n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

Option 2 would not provide any additional local policy in relation to the development within or affecting local conservation 
areas.  As such, conservation areas in the Borough and the heritage assets within these areas would continue to be 
protected by national policy and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
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O
p
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o

n
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Justification 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

-? + 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to development within or affecting local conservation areas.  The 
increased restrictions in relation to development which might after these areas may discourage developers from proposing 
schemes which would otherwise have redeveloped previously developed land within these areas.  This might include the 
reuse of properties which contribute to the special character of such areas.  A potential minor negative effect is therefore 
identified in relation to this SA objective.  However, providing for the redevelopment of such areas will ultimately be 
dependent upon the decision of developers and as such the negative effect on this SA objective is uncertain. 

Option 2 would not introduce new policy relating to development within and affecting conservation areas in the Borough.  
As such, development of this type would continue in line with the provisions of national policy and would be less likely to be 
affected by increasingly stringent requirements.  National policy (NPPF, Chapter 12) would help to ensure that 
redevelopment which affected heritage assets and their setting was performed to a high standard, meaning properties within 
conservation areas could be successfully reused for alternative uses if required.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

 

Locally Listed Buildings 

• Option 1: The Council will have a specific policy relating to the preservation and enhancement of Locally Listed buildings. Any change 
proposed to a Locally Listed building will need to comply with the policy set out within the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 

- 0 Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to the preservation and enhancement of locally listed buildings.  
This may result in more stringent controls being put on place on potential extensions and modifications of locally listed 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

properties and properties within the setting of locally listed buildings in the Borough.  Further control being placed on this 
type of development may be to the detriment of providing a more suitable local housing stock.  For example, extensions 
proposed by homeowners to make properties more suitable for family requirements may be unacceptable under a more 
stringent policy.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in increasingly stringent local policy in relation to the preservation and enhancement locally listed 
buildings.  As such, locally listed properties could continue to be extended or modified in line with national policy.  A 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would provide specific local guidance in relation to the preservation and enhancement of locally listed buildings.  
Although these properties have not been given national designation they have been identified as having a positive 
contribution to local character.  Locally listed buildings as heritage assets are given protection through the NPPF; however 
this approach would be more responsive to specific local circumstances in the Borough.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide any additional local policy in relation to the preservation and enhancement of locally listed 
buildings.  However, locally listed buildings would continue to be protected by national policy and therefore a negligible effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

quality of the 
landscape. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

-? + 

Option 1 would result in additional local policy relating to the enhancement and preservation of locally listed buildings being 
introduced.  The increased restrictions in the Borough in relation to development which might affect these heritage assets 
may discourage developers from proposing schemes which would have otherwise reused such properties and therefore a 
potential minor negative effect is identified in relation to this SA objective.  However, the redevelopment of such properties 
will ultimately be dependent upon the decision of developers and as such the negative effect on this SA objective is 
uncertain. 

Option 2 would not introduce new policy relating to the redevelopment of locally listed buildings in the Borough.  As such 
development of this type would continue be guided by national policy and would be less likely to be affected by increasingly 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 739 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

stringent requirements.  National policy (NPPF, Chapter 12) would help to ensure enhancement and preservation was 
performed to a high standard preventing significant negative impacts on heritage assets and their settings.  Locally listed 
buildings could therefore continue to be successfully reused for alternative uses if required.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Landscape Character 

• Option 1: The current Landscape Character policy (and associated Landscape Character Assessment) set out within the Core Strategy has 
been successful in retaining the distinct character in each of the Borough’s character areas. It is proposed that a similar policy is taken 
forward into the new Local Plan. The associated Landscape Character Assessment will be revised and updated to take account of any changes 
that have occurred within the Borough’s character areas since the initial assessment in 2005.  Although it is proposed to continue with a 
similar landscape character based policy as set out within the Core Strategy, it will be strengthened in areas where there is greatest risk of 
change, for example the Oadby Arboretum Character Area where plot division is seen as a risk to the current open character. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p

ti
o

n
   

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

- 0 

Option 1 would involve having an updated Landscape Character Assessment to support the Borough’s Landscape Character 
policy.  Policy would be strengthened in areas where there is greatest risk of change, meaning that certain areas of the 
Borough may be seen as increasingly inappropriate for housing development in line with the findings of the landscape 
character assessment.  Given that the policy may limit the areas of the Borough which housing would be likely to be 
permitted, a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean the minimum requirements of national policy and guidance relating to landscape character would be 
implemented without local specificity.  Residential development could be deemed inappropriate on landscape terms in line 
with national guidance; however strengthened local policy would not apply in relation to areas which might be at greatest 
risk of change.  As such, this approach would not result in increased areas of the Borough being identified as inappropriate 
for housing development.  A negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would involve having an updated Landscape Character Assessment to support the Borough’s Landscape Character 
policy.  This policy would help to protect areas of the local countryside which are sensitive to change in terms of their 
landscape character.  Given that these areas may also have value in terms of facilitating residents in leading more active 
outdoor lifestyles, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean local landscape would be protected only by national policy and guidance.  The most adverse impacts 
on local countryside in terms of landscape character would likely be prevented and a negligible effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 

+ - 
Option 1 would provide an updated local landscape policy, supported by a revised Landscape Character Assessment.  
Landscapes help to play an important role in providing the setting of heritage assets in the Borough.  An approach which is 
more specific to local circumstances will help to protect this setting and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this 
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environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide an updated local landscape policy supported by a revised Landscape Character Assessment.  As 
such, development would be guided by national policy in relation to adverse impacts on locally important landscapes.  
Decisions would be made based on landscape character which may have evolved since the Landscape Character Assessment 
of 2005.  As such, areas which may be in greatest need of protection would not be suitably identified and locally important 
and sensitive landscapes may be adversely affected.  This could be to the detriment of the setting of local heritage assets 
and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would provide an updated Landscape Character Assessment to support the Borough’s Landscape Character policy.  
This policy would help to protect areas of the local countryside which are sensitive to change in terms of their landscape 
character.  Given that these areas form greenfield land which may be important in terms of local habitat provision and 
connectivity, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean that the local landscape would be protected only by national policy and guidance.  The most adverse 
impacts on local countryside in terms of landscape character would likely be prevented and a negligible effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

++ - 

Option 1 would provide an updated local landscape policy, supported by a revised Landscape Character Assessment.  As 
such, decisions in relation to development proposals which might affect the landscapes at greatest risk of change would be 
made in light of appropriate and up to date information.  Appropriate and locally specific policy to prevent adverse impacts 
on important landscape character areas of the Borough would also be in place.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would result in a dependency upon national policy to protect landscape character in the Borough.  Given that an 
update to the Landscape Character Assessment would not be prepared, information about the areas must vulnerable to 
change would not be up to date.  Development would therefore potentially be guided without up to date information and 
specific local context.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 

+ 0 
Option 1 would provide an updated Landscape Character Assessment to support the Borough’s Landscape Character policy.  
This policy would help to protect areas of the local countryside and as such greenfield land which are sensitive to change in 
terms of their landscape character.  Given that these greenfield areas act to allow surface water infiltration the continued 
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improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

protection of these areas would help prevent an increase in local flood risk.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean local landscape would be protected only by national policy and guidance.  The most adverse impacts 
on local countryside in terms of landscape character and loss of these areas would likely be prevented and a negligible effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

-? + 

Option 1 would result in a new Landscape Character policy, supported by an updated Landscape Character Assessment, 
being included in the Plan.  Incorporating such a policy would likely be more stringent in terms of reducing the potential for 
negative impacts on the local landscape than if such a policy was not included.  Considering the potential for renewable 
energy resources (particularly wind energy) to have adverse impacts on local sensitive landscapes it is expected that such a 
policy may reduce the potential for this type of provision in the Borough.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA 
objective.  The effect is uncertain given that the Plan may identify areas in which this type of development may be more 
suitable. 

Option 2 would mean that the minimum requirements of national policy would guide local planning decisions in relation to 
potential impacts on local landscape character.  As such developers of renewable energy infrastructure (most notably wind 
energy providers) would no longer have to be considerate of the Landscape Character Assessment for the Borough and areas 
which have been identified as being sensitive for change in terms of landscape character.  This less stringent approach to 
local landscape may result in more proposals coming forward for renewable energy developments and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 

therefore been recorded.  Although the inclusion of a landscape policy specific to local circumstances may guide development 
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developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

away from areas which are most sensitive to change in terms of landscape character (often greenfield sites), development 
pressure is likely to be spread equally between brownfield land and greenfield land at other locations.  Given that brownfield 
sites are often more expensive to develop (in terms of site clearing and potential contamination issues), demand for 
greenfield land may in fact continue to be higher than that for brownfield land. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Commercial Leisure and Built Sporting Facilities 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the Local Plan will contain a policy that seeks the protection, enhancement or provision of commercial leisure 
and built sporting facilities of an appropriate scale throughout the Borough.  This policy could usefully be appended by the Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) and / or the Planning Obligations SPD. This policy will also link to the Local Plan policies for Infrastructure; Green 
Infrastructure; Green Wedges; Open Space; and, Planning Obligations. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy that seeks to protect, enhance and provide commercial leisure and built 
sporting facilities. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

-? 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
Given that this may be linked to the Borough’s Planning Obligations SPD it may place additional costs on residential 
developers in the Borough, thus reducing the profitability of schemes.  As such, dependent upon the decisions of home 
builders, residential proposals in the Borough may not come forward as readily and a potential minor negative effect is 
identified in relation to this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that it may be possible to maintain the 
viability of such schemes despite a requirement to provide for facilities through planning obligations and it is recognised that 
similar requirements for developers may apply elsewhere. 

Option 2 would not result in requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  As such developers would not be required to allow for these facilities through planning obligations 
and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
Although the policy would not provide new healthcare facilities locally, the provision of new and the protection and/or 
enhancement of existing sports facilities in the Borough may encourage residents to partake of more active and healthier 
lifestyles, meaning a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. ++ - 

Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
The provision of new and the protection and/or enhancement of existing leisure facilities in the Borough would mean 
residents would have continued and potentially improved access to facilities locally.   A direct significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in a requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  As such local leisure facilities would be less likely to be replaced and could be subjected to 
increasing pressures in terms of local use particularly as the local population grows.  As such a minor negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

communities. 
7) Conserve and 

enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
As such this may result in residents having less need to make long journeys to access to these types of facilities meaning 
that the related pollution would also be reduced.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
As such this may result in residents having reduced requirement to make long journeys to access to these types of facilities 
meaning local greenhouse gas emissions and contribution to climate change would also likely be reduced.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
Such commercial leisure schemes may allow for some limited employment provision and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 

+ 0 
Option 1 would result in policy to protect, enhance or provide commercial leisure and built sporting facilities in the Borough.  
Increased provisions of this type may provision those without a car increased access to important facilities and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 751 November 2017 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

Option 2 would not result in requirement for commercial leisure and built sporting facilities to be protected, enhanced or 
provided in the Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Biodiversity/Geodiversity (covers nature conservation) 

• Option 1: To implement a policy which seeks to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that would arise as a result of 
growth 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

- 0 

Option 1 would involve the implementation of policy to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that 
would arise as a result of local growth.  This approach might result in the requirements of the policy affecting housing 
delivery and a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on the natural environment would not be implemented.  As 
such there would be less risk of the requirements of the policy affecting housing delivery and a negligible effect is expected 
on this SA objective.  

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would involve the implementation of a policy to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that 
would arise as a result of local growth.  This may involve the further protection of open spaces and habitat areas in the 
Borough.  These areas may have indirect benefits for health in terms of allowing residents to lead more active and healthier 
lifestyles and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on the natural environment would not be implemented.  As 
such, open spaces in the Borough would be protected by national policy but would not additional protection through local 
planning policy and a negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 

0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would involve the implementation of policy to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that 
would arise as a result of local growth.  This approach would specifically address the protection of biodiversity and 
geodiversity features in the Borough and a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on the natural environment would not be implemented.  
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

National policy would continue to provide biodiversity and geodiversity features in the Borough with a level of protection and 
therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would involve the implementation of policy to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that 
would arise as a result of local growth.  This approach may place controls on the level of development within greenfield areas 
of the Borough, which also have landscape value, and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on the natural environment would not be implemented.  
National policy would continue to provide greenfield areas which act as important environmental sites in the Borough with a 
level of protection and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would involve the implementation of policy to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that 
would arise as a result of local growth.  As such it may limit the level of development which would occur on greenfield land 
which would have an indirect positive effect in terms of allowing for the continued infiltration of surface water thus 
preventing an increase in local flood risk.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on the natural environment would not be implemented.  
Greenfield land which allows for the infiltration of surface water in the Borough would continue to be provided with a degree 
of protection through national policy and a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p
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o

n
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Justification 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. + 0 

Option 1 would involve the implementation of policy to identify and mitigate impacts upon the natural environment that 
would arise as a result of local growth.  As such this approach might protect areas of undeveloped land which is deemed to 
be important in terms of local biodiversity and geodiversity.  This approach may encourage local developers to make use of 
previously developed land in the Borough (although such areas can still harbour valuable biodiversity) and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on the natural environment would not be implemented.  As 
such, policy and guidance at national level would continue to support development on brownfield land although no specific 
local support for this approach would be given in relation to protecting local biodiversity and geodiversity.  A negligible effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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SA Objective 

O
p
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o

n
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O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

 

Public Open Space 

• Option 1: Public open space that falls into one of the typologies as set out within the Council’s Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities 
Study will be protected by a specific policy set out within the new Local Plan.  All relevant open space will be designated within the new Local 
Plan and will be monitored on an annual basis. Current planning policy seeks a ‘no net loss’ of open space within the Borough and it is 
envisaged that this will be carried forward into the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 

- + 
Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  This would take in a number of different 
designations and sizeable portion of the Borough which would be protected from being developed upon to ensure no “net 
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SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 

Justification 

meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

loss” of open space resulted.  As such the development of housing to satisfy local need may be squeezed in terms of finding 
land suitable for the required development.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not provide any policy in relation to the protection of public open space in addition to the protection offered 
at a national level.  Given that a current policy which offers local protection to these areas is already in place this approach 
would potentially release sites capable of accommodating housing development.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  These areas have value in terms of allowing 
residents to lead more active lifestyles and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective considering 
the number of different typologies the policy would protect. 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  Protection would continue to be provided by 
national policy.  The approach would however remove the requirement in existing local policy for no “net loss” of public open 
space provision in the Borough meaning there may be a reduction in the number of open spaces residents could access 
locally.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

++ - 

Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  As such local facilities are likely to be protected 
through this approach and a significant positive effect is recorded for this SA objective. 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  Current policy in the Borough requires that there 
is no “net loss” of this type of provision.  As such relying only on national policy to protect these facilities may reduce the 
level of protection provided to this type of provision.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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n
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p
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o
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Justification 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. + - 

Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  Given that open spaces often contribute towards 
the setting of local heritage assets, providing local protection for these features may help to preserve local character and a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  Open spaces in the Borough may contribute 
towards the setting of local heritage assets and the loss of such features may therefore negatively impact upon local 
character.  As current local policy provides protection for public open spaces in the Borough ensuring there is no “net loss”, 
relying on national policy would weaken the protection provided to these features.  A minor negative effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

+ - 
Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  Open spaces in the Borough may act as important 
habitat spaces or provide for local habitat connectivity.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Justification 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  These features may provide important local 
habitat space or habitat connectivity.  As current local policy provides protection for public open spaces in the Borough 
ensuring there is no “net loss”, relying on national policy would weaken local protection in relation to these features.  A 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. ++ - 

Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  These areas may contribute to local character and 
help to mitigate the negative impacts of development on the wider landscape.  As such a significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  These areas may contribute to local character 
and help to mitigate the negative impacts of development on the wider landscape.  As current local policy provides 
protection for public open spaces in the Borough ensuring there is no “net loss”, relying on national policy would weaken 
local protection in relation to these features.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  Maintaining these areas of open space would 
ensure that they are still available as greenfield sites, with the associated benefits for flood risk management in terms of 
allowing infiltration, and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  As current local policy provides protection for 
public open spaces in the Borough ensuring there is no “net loss”, relying on national policy would weaken local protection in 
relation to these features and could therefore result in a loss of permeable land with the associated flood risk management 
benefits.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 0 0 Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
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Justification 

resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. + - 

Option 1 would result in all public open space that falls into one of the typologies set out within the Council’s Open Space, 
Sport and Recreation Facilities Study being protected from development.  As such, large areas of greenfield land would be 
protected under this policy given the high number of different typologies it would address.  This may encourage development 
to be guided towards previously developed sites within the Borough instead and therefore a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would offer no further local protection to local public open space.  As current local policy provides protection for 
public open spaces in the Borough ensuring there is no “net loss”, relying on national policy would weaken local protection in 
relation to these features and the potential benefits in terms of avoiding development on these greenfield sites would be 
weakened.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Woodland, Trees, Hedges and Hedgerows (linked to new Tree Strategy) 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the Local Plan will contain a policy that will seek to maintain and enhance any existing trees, woodland, hedge 
or hedgerow of visual, historic or nature conservation of significant value that would be affected by new proposed development.  All new 
development proposals will be expected to make reference to and follow the guidance contained in the Council's Tree Strategy or future 
successor documents.  This policy could usefully be appended by the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and / or the Planning Obligations 
SPD. This policy will also link to the Local Plan policies for Infrastructure; Green Infrastructure; Green Wedges; Open Space; and, Planning 
Obligations.   

• Option 2: An alternative approach would be to not have a policy that seeks to protect, enhance and provide Woodland, Trees, Hedges and 
Hedgerows, but instead to implement minimum requirements as set out in national policy and guidance. 

SA Objective 

O
p

ti
o

n
 1

 

O
p

ti
o

n
 2

 
Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

0 0 

Option 1 would require that new development in the Borough maintains and enhances trees of significant value as per 
guidance of the Council’s tree strategy.  This policy might be linked to the Planning Obligations SPD.  As such this option 
could potentially place restrictions on local development and may require developers to contribute towards the maintenance 
or enhancement of locally important trees.  It is however expected that developers would be able to continue to find suitable 
sites and absorb financial requirements to protect trees while maintaining the viability of new housing schemes in the 
Borough meaning a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on locally important trees would not be implemented.  As such 
would be no further restrictions would be placed on local development (including housing development) would be put in 
place a negligible effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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services. 
3) To provide better 

opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

7) Conserve and 
enhance the + 0 Option 1 would result in policy which requires that new development in the Borough maintains and enhances trees of 
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historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

significant value as per guidance of the Council’s tree strategy.  This is to include trees which are of visual and/or historic 
significance and therefore it is expected that this policy option would help to maintain the setting of local heritage assets and 
help to protect local character.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on locally important trees would not be implemented.  
Although this approach would not actively promote development which would impact negatively upon locally important trees 
it would also not provide guidance which responds to local circumstances in relation to these features.  Ancient and veteran 
trees are however protected through the NPPF, as are hedgerows which act as setting for heritage assets and therefore a 
negligible effect is expected on this SA objective.  

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy which requires that new development in the Borough maintains and enhances trees of 
significant value as guided by the Council’s tree strategy.  This is to include trees of value in terms of nature conservation as 
well as existing woodland, both of which are likely to act as areas of locally important habitat.  A significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on locally important trees would not be implemented.  
Although this policy approach would not actively promote development which would impact negatively upon locally important 
trees it would also not provide guidance which responds to local circumstances in relation to these features.  Biodiversity and 
geodiversity are however protected through the NPPF as are aged and veteran trees and therefore a negligible effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 0 

Option 1 would result in policy which requires that new development in the Borough maintains and enhances trees of 
significant value as guided by the Council’s tree strategy.  This is to include any existing trees, woodland, hedge or hedgerow 
of visual significance.  As such this approach would help to maintain features which help to contribute to local character and 
improve locally visual amenity and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on locally important trees would not be implemented.  
Although this policy approach would not actively promote policy which would impact negatively upon locally trees it would 
not provide protection to local trees which is responsive to local circumstances.  National policy however would continue to 
protect biodiversity and also local character as well as older, veteran trees.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 
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Justification 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ 0 

Option 1 would result in a policy which requires that new development in the Borough maintains and enhances trees of 
significant value as guided by the Council’s tree strategy.  As such protection of local trees would provide a limited amount 
climate change mitigation in terms of carbon offset.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would mean a local policy which addresses impacts on locally important trees would not be implemented.  As such 
no specific local policy would be in place to protect local trees but the NPPF would still provide an element of protection 
through section 11 in particular.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of 
enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 
people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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Countryside 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to continue to designate land as countryside and to limit the land uses that are considered to be suitable 
in the countryside in order to focus development on land within the Leicester Principal Urban Area except for where it is planned to be 
released in Direction(s) for Growth. 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative would be not to designate land as countryside and to limit the land uses that are considered to be suitable 
in the countryside and to implement minimum requirements as set out in the NPPF. 

SA Objective 
O

p
ti

o
n

 1
 

O
p
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o

n
 2

 

Justification 

1) To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable 
housing that 
meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of 
services. 

- + 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such this approach would limit areas of the 
Borough would be considered suitable for housing development and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  Given that this designation which 
might limit areas of Borough in terms of the type of development which would be acceptable would not be designated, 
housing could be more likely to be provided at a higher number of locations in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health 
and reduce health 
inequality by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  Given that these areas would provide generally good access to services and facilities it may 
enable residents to use more active modes of transport to access them.  Providing a large proportion of new development in 
the Borough at central locations would also provide new residents with a high level of access to healthcare facilities which 
are likely to be located in these areas.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could lead to 
more development occurring at rural locations in the Borough which would not provide as convenient access to healthcare 
facilities.  Additionally, given that these areas may be less likely to provide easy access to other services and frailties, 
residents could be discouraged from making use of more active modes of transport such as walking and cycling day to day.  
A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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3) To provide better 
opportunities for 
people to access 
community and 
leisure facilities. + - 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  Given that these areas would provide generally good access to community and leisure 
facilities a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.   

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could lead to 
more development occurring at rural locations in the Borough where less community and leisure facilities are likely to be 
located and access may be less good.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve 
community safety, 
and reduce crime, 
anti-social 
behaviour and the 
fear of crime. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

5) To promote and 
support the 
empowerment of 
local communities 
in creating and 
implementing 
solutions that 
meet their needs 
focusing 
particularly on 
young, elderly and 
deprived people. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

6) To promote racial 
harmony and 
create cohesive 
communities. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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7) Conserve and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment, 
heritage assets 
and their settings. 

+?/-
? 

+/?-
? 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  As such this approach would mean there would be increased potential for negative impacts 
on heritage assets in the Borough which are mostly located within the developed parts of the Borough.  This negative effect 
is likely to be combined with a positive effect given that new development could provide opportunities to enhance the setting 
of these features.  The overall effect is likely to be mixed (minor positive/minor negative) with both effects uncertain 
dependent upon the design and specific location of new development in the Borough. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could result in 
more development occurring at the rural locations of the Borough.  This may impact upon the character of the built 
environment at these more rural locations and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, 
it is again combined with a minor positive effect as this approach could result in less development taking place near to the 
main concentrations of heritage assets in the Borough.  The effects are again uncertain dependent upon the design of new 
development in the Borough. 

8) Protect and 
enhance 
biodiversity and 
geodiversity. 

++ -- 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  Under this option, most new development would 
be provided at the Leicester PUA.  This approach would help to protect the countryside and greenfield land which can have 
biodiversity importance.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could result in 
more development occurring on greenfield land in the countryside.  Given that these areas may provide important habitats a 
significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and 
enhance the 
character and 
quality of the 
landscape. 

++ -- 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  This approach would help to protect the openness of the local countryside and help to 
prevent the coalescence between settlements in the Borough.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could result in 
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more development occurring on greenfield land in the countryside which would contribute to a loss of openness at these 
locations and could also contribute to the coalescence of local settlements.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

10) To manage 
prudently water 
resources, 
improve water 
quality and reduce 
vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  This approach would help to reduce potential for loss of greenfield land to development in the 
Borough.  The preservation of local greenfield land would help to facilitate surface water infiltration in the Borough and 
therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could lead to 
increased potential for the development of greenfield sites at rural locations of the Borough.  The loss of location greenfield 
land to development would reduce the area in the Borough which could allow for surface water infiltration and therefore a 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air 
quality particularly 
through reducing 
transport related 
pollutants. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  These areas would be likely to provide nearby access to a higher number of services and 
facilities as well as sustainable transport links meaning residents would be required to make journeys by private car to lesser 
extent and pollutants released by this mode of transport could be limited.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could lead to 
development occurring in locations which would not provide access to a high number services and facilities.  Given that this 
policy option might therefore lead to residents having to make an increased number of journeys by car this could lead to an 
increased release of transport related pollutants.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage 
prudently mineral 
resources and 
avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 
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13) To minimise 
energy use and 
develop renewable 
energy resources. 

0 0 
Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

14) To reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions to 
mitigate the rate 
of climate change. 

+ - 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  These areas would be likely to provide nearby access to a higher number of services and 
facilities as well as sustainable transport links meaning residents would be required to make journeys by private car to lesser 
extent and greenhouse emissions in the Borough could be reduced.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could lead to 
development occurring in locations which would not provide access to a high number services and facilities.  Given that this 
policy option might therefore lead to residents having to make an increased number of journeys by car this could lead to an 
increased release of greenhouse gas emissions.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people 
in preventing and 
minimising 
adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental 
impacts. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

16) To improve access 
to education and 
training for 
children, young 
people, adult 
learners. 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

17) To develop a 
strong culture of + - Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
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enterprise and 
innovation whilst 
providing access 
to appropriate 
employment 
opportunities for 
the local 
population. 

be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  Given that these areas would provide nearby access to employment sites and sustainable 
transport links which might provide access to other employment opportunities further afield a minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach could lead to 
development being provided at more rural locations which would not provide access to nearby employment sites or 
sustainable transport links.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 
buildings and 
existing 
infrastructure. 

++ -- 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  As this policy would guide development away from more rural greenfield sites in the Borough 
a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such there would be no locally 
specific protection of rural greenfield land in the countryside meaning that the re-development of brownfield previously 
developed sites would not be encouraged.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and 
ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

20) Reduce waste 
generation and 
increase levels of 
reuse and 
recycling 

0 0 

Neither policy option is expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect for both policy options has 
therefore been recorded. 

21) To improve access 
to services for 
those without a 
car, disabled 

++ -- 
Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  Given that these areas would provide nearby access to essential services and facilities as well 
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people, elderly 
people, ethnic 
minorities and 
deprived people by 
providing for 
everyday needs in 
each settlement. 

as employment sites and sustainable transport links a significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such this approach would result in 
development being more likely to be provided at more rural locations of the Borough where access to essential services and 
facilities as well as employment sites and sustainable transport links would not be as prevalent.  A significant negative effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and 
develop the use of 
public transport 
and public rights 
of way. + - 

Option 1 would result in an approach would continue to designate areas of the Borough as countryside which would as such 
be limited in terms of the development that would be considered suitable.  As such most new development would be 
provided at the Leicester PUA.  Given that these areas would provide relatively good access to sustainable transport links a 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Option 2 would not result in specific local designation of countryside in the Borough.  As such development would be more 
likely to be provided at more rural locations of the Borough where sustainable transport links are not generally as accessible.  
A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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Table A7.1 Decision making for the policy options included in the Preferred Options document 

Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

Housing Numbers 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
provide for the number of new dwellings 
consistent with the housing requirement for 
the Borough derived from the objectively 
assessed need. 

• Option 2: To have a housing 
requirement that provides for less new 
dwellings than the objectively assessed need 
for the Borough if evidence demonstrated that 
this should be the case (an alternative 
Council(s) in the HMA would need to take the 
unmet need if this were the case). 

• Option 3: To have a housing 
requirement that provides for more new 
dwellings than the objectively assessed need 
for the Borough if evidence demonstrated that 
this could be the case (this could include taking 
all or a proportion of another/other Councils 
unmet need) 

Option 1 Each authority within the Leicester and Leicestershire Housing Market Area has agreed 
that the starting point for their Local Plan should be to meet their own OAN in full in 
their own authority area.  

Amount of Employment Land 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
provide for the amount of new employment 
land consistent with the need for the Borough 

• Option 2: To provide for less new 
employment land than the need for the 
Borough if evidence demonstrated that this 
should be the case (an alternative Council(s) in 
the HMA would need to take the unmet need if 

Option 1 and 3 Through the Local Plan the Council will provide sufficient land to accommodate the 
identified employment need of the Borough in order to retain its existing businesses as 
well as encouraging new businesses to locate within the Borough. The Council is also 
aware of the need for new employment land for ‘churn’ purposes and will respond to 
this through the Local Plan. Should the identified employment need change in the 
future, the Council will need a policy that is flexible and can respond appropriately. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

this were the case) 

• Option 3: To provide for more new 
employment land than the need for the 
Borough if evidence demonstrated that this 
should be the case (this could include taking all 
or a proportion of another/other Councils 
unmet need) 

Housing Windfalls 

• Option 1: To include a windfall 
allowance in the plan in order to allow 
flexibility and a wider choice in the availability 
of new homes. 

• Option 2: Although windfalls do come 
forward in the Borough, for the purposes of 
making allocations in the development plan, 
not to take windfalls into account. Instead to 
regard windfalls as a mechanism to provide 
some flexibility if required, for example if there 
is delay in an allocated site coming forward). 

Option 1 With the Borough being very compact and urban in nature, a good number of smaller 
(appropriate) urban infill sites or conversions or changes of uses are provided each 
year that are not already identified or allocated. The Council has robust evidence to 
illustrate that the use of a windfall allowance is justified. 

Overall Strategy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
continue with the existing strategy of focusing 
development in the centres of Oadby, Wigston 
and South Wigston, land within the Leicester 
Principal Urban Area and land identified within 
Direction for Growth(s). 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to focus the majority of development 
within a Direction for Growth(s) with a lesser 
focus on the centres of Oadby, Wigston and 

Option 1 The entire urban area of the Borough is situated within the Leicester Principal Urban 
Area (PUA). The Council is seeking to redevelop and regenerate the three centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, therefore will concentrate development in these 
locations initially. Development opportunities will then be identified outside of the town 
centres but within the PUA. Due to land constraints within the urban area, the Council 
will need to allocate further land outside of the urban areas to consume any residual 
requirement. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

South Wigston, and/or land within the 
Leicester Principal Urban Area. 

Green Wedges 

• Option 1: Amend existing green wedge 
boundaries to take account of development 
that has occurred since their Saved Local Plan 
designation in 1999. Also amend existing 
boundaries to include areas that were not 
included within the original designation that 
should have been, for example Lucas Marsh at 
Brocks Hill Country Park.  The Green Wedge 
Review document outlines potential inclusions 
and exclusions to the existing green wedge 
boundaries. 

• Option 2: Make no amendments to the 
existing green wedge boundaries and carry 
forward into new Local Plan. 

Option 1 The green wedges play an important role in the functioning of the Borough. The Council 
is seeking to protect and enhance the current green wedge designations. The Council 
will only make amendments to the green wedge boundaries should it be necessary to 
do so. 

High Quality Design 

• Option 1: Have a design based policy 
that sets out the level of design that is 
required from all new development within the 
Borough. Have a set of criteria that all 
development proposals should meet, with the 
outcome of proposed development being 
refused if the criteria is not met. 

• Option 2: Have no specific policy 
relating to high quality design and use of 
materials.  To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 The Council requires high quality and sustainable design in all new development as 
design is a key part of sustainable development. The Council will encourage 
development proposals that are sustainable and increase longevity.  
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

Planning Obligations 

• Option 1: Funding for new 
infrastructure will usually need to be secured 
from a range of sources, but developers will be 
expected to contribute towards all or part of 
the cost of providing relevant infrastructure 
that is directly related to new development or 
has a cumulative impact on strategic 
infrastructure.  Contributions will either be in 
the form of direct on-site provision, or via 
financial provision for off-site infrastructure. In 
accordance with national planning practice 
guidance, the threshold for which contributions 
will be sought is from developments of 11 or 
more units.  The mechanisms to enable 
maximum funding towards the delivery of 
infrastructure will be examined further as the 
Local Plan progresses. At this stage, it is clear 
that funding delivery mechanisms may include 
the negotiation of S106 agreements; the 
development of a Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule should it prove 
to be a viable option for the Borough; and / or, 
the negotiation of S278 agreements for 
highway improvements.  An Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) will be developed and 
appended to the Local Plan in order to identify 
the costs of the infrastructure projects that are 
necessary to mitigate the impact of new 
development, as well as to set out any funding 
gaps. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to have a higher threshold (higher 

Option 1 In line with government guidance, the Council will seek contributions towards any 
development where it is required or felt necessary to mitigate any negative impacts. 
The use of planning obligations is a key part of delivering the necessary infrastructure 
required for delivering sustainable development. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

than 11 or more units, as per national planning 
practice guidance) for seeking on or off-site 
contributions for planning obligations from new 
development. 

• Option 3: An alternative approach 
would be to have a lower threshold (lower than 
11 or more units, as per national planning 
practice guidance) for seeking on or off-site 
contributions for planning obligations from new 
development. 

• Option 4: An alternative approach 
would be to have no policy in the Local Plan to 
support the delivery of new infrastructure 
assets to mitigate the impact of new growth, 
but instead to implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance.  Therefore, there would be no link to 
the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and no 
means to seek planning obligations towards 
the cost of infrastructure to mitigate the 
impact of new development. 

Infrastructure 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is 
that the Local Plan will contain a policy that 
seeks the provision of new and improved 
infrastructure to support the existing and 
future population to ensure the successful 
delivery of sustainable growth.  Infrastructure 
is a wide ranging term to refer to all the 
facilities that are provided to enable a place to 
function efficiently and improve the quality of 
life of people living and working in the Borough 

Option 1 The Council will ensure that any new development occurring within the Borough 
provides the appropriate level of necessary infrastructure to make sure that 
development is sustainable. Infrastructure and Planning Obligations is combined into 
one policy within the Local Plan Preferred Options document to ensure a joined up 
approach to provision.  
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

of Oadby and Wigston.  An Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) will be developed and 
appended to the Local Plan in order to identify 
necessary infrastructure projects that are 
necessary to mitigate the impact of new 
development.  

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to have no policy in the Local Plan to 
support the delivery of new infrastructure 
assets to mitigate the impact of new growth, 
but instead to implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Green Infrastructure 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the Local 
Plan will contain a policy similar to that 
contained is CSP5. It would seek to protect and 
enhance existing Green Infrastructure assets, 
as well as to allocate land for Green 
Infrastructure where associated with new 
growth in the Borough, to ensure that the 
quality of life of those living and working in the 
Borough will continue to be enhanced as part 
of new development.  An Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan (IDP) will be developed and 
appended to the Local Plan in order to identify 
necessary green infrastructure projects that 
are necessary to mitigate the impact of new 
development.  This policy will have strong 
linkages to the Planning Obligations policy in 
this emerging Local Plan. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 

Option 1 With the Borough being predominately urban in nature the Council wishes to protect 
and enhance all of its green infrastructure assets that are of value to its local residents 
and its local wildlife and biodiversity. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

would be to not have a policy on Green 
Infrastructure, but instead to implement 
minimum requirements as set out in national 
policy and guidance. 

Health Impact Assessments 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the local 
plan contain a policy which seeks to require 
that development proposals of a certain size 
and above are accompanied by a Health 
Impact Assessment which identifies the 
potential impacts on health from that 
development and any potential mitigation. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have such a policy in the local 
plan and to reply upon national and local policy 
to identify impacts of development on health. 
This approach is not favoured as the 
application of a Health Impact Assessment will 
be more effective. 

Option 1 The Council views the health and wellbeing of its residents as paramount, therefore will 
require all new development to contribute towards this. The Council wishes to take a 
proactive approach to positively influencing resident’s health and wellbeing, therefore 
will have a specific policy within the Local Plan. 

Culture and Heritage 

• Option 1: Seek to protect the local 
historic character of the Borough as well as its 
unique cultural identity. In addition to 
protecting nationally significant buildings 
(Listed) the Council will seek to protect 
buildings that are of local historic significance 
(Locally Listed).  The Council will also have 
policies specifically related to the protection 
and enhancement Conservation Areas within 
the Borough. 

Option 1 The Borough has a large number of buildings and structures of historic and cultural 
significance. The Council wishes to proactively protect and enhance all of these assets 
for future generations. It is felt that the most appropriate way of achieving this is 
through specific policies within the Local Plan. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance 

Creating a Skilled Workforce 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the local 
plan contain a policy which seeks to develop 
sustainable communities with equality of 
opportunity in terms of education, skills and 
employment. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not include a skilled workforce 
policy and reply upon other local and national 
guidance. Although there is no specific policy 
requirement to have such a policy, this 
approach would aid delivery of the Borough’s 
Economic Regeneration Strategy 

Option 1 The Council wishes to retain as well as increase the level of residents working within 
the Borough. The Council wishes to work in cooperation with local education facilities 
and businesses to achieve this.  

Regeneration Schemes/Large Scale Change 
Sites 

• Option 1: The Council is proposing to 
carry forward a similar approach to 
Regeneration and Large Scale Schemes as 
currently set out within the Core Strategy 
(Policy 3), however will go into more detail on 
specific regeneration (large scale change) sites 
that will come forward through the new Local 
Plan process.  Currently Core Strategy Policy 3 
sets out a general approach to large scale 
change and regeneration sites and requires the 
production of either, Masterplans, development 
briefs and / or appropriate plans or strategies. 
This general policy will continue for ‘windfall’ 

Option 1 The approach that the Council is wishing to proceed with in the Local Plan is similar to 
that proposed within the previous Plan and has been successful in delivering 
sustainable development. Relating to large scale change, the Council believes that early 
engagement with developers, as well as developers knowing what is expected by the 
Council from them (or a development proposal) is important.  
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

sites, but for sites that are known about and 
are proposed to come forward through the plan 
process will have specific policies, for example 
Kilby Bridge village envelope, Kenilworth Drive, 
Stoughton Grange and the town centre sites 
will be incorporated. 

• Option 2: To not have a policy and 
implement minimum requirements as set out 
in national policy and guidance 

Regeneration Strategy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
continue to focus on the regeneration of the 
centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston, 
though an appropriate package of support 
provided through the development plan 
including allocation of sites and provision of 
regeneration related infrastructure 

• Option 2: To withdraw support for the 
regeneration of the centres of Oadby, Wigston 
and South Wigston and focus allocation and 
infrastructure away from the centres. 

Option 1 See Overall Strategy reasoning as well as Infrastructure / Planning Obligation reasoning 
above. 

The Council will continue to promote and encourage the regeneration of the Borough’s 
town and district centres.  Through policy the Council will allocate town and district 
centre sites for development, as well as encouraging developers to make use of the 
Council’s Local Development Orders. 

Retail Hierarchy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
continue to consider Wigston as a town centre 
(one of only two in the Leicester Principal 
Urban Area) and Oadby and South Wigston as 
district centres, with Oadby having the 
potential to establish itself as a small town 
centre in the future. 

• Option 2: To apply a policy approach 

Option 1 The Council wishes to continue the redevelopment opportunities and regeneration that 
has occurred through this approach (that was identified with the Council’s previous 
plan). Having one main town centre and two district centres allows the Council to focus 
development within the centres, however focussing development initially within 
Wigston town centre. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

that would see a decline in Wigston from a 
town centre to a district centre 

• Option 3: To apply a policy approach 
that would see a rise in Oadby or South 
Wigston to a town centre 

• Option 4: To apply a policy approach 
that would see a decline in Oadby or South 
Wigston from a district centre. 

Affordable Housing 

• Option 1: Current evidence base 
suggested that there is an affordable housing 
need within the Borough. 

Use the Affordable Housing Viability 
Assessment 2016 to inform a specific 
affordable housing policy that requires a 
specific level of affordable housing on all 
residential developments of 11 or more 
dwellings. Current site percentages for 
development that meet the current threshold 
is: 

• 30 per cent in Oadby 

• 20 per cent in Wigston 

• 10 per cent in South Wigston 

It is expected that a similar percentage 
requirement is required in the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To increase the provision of 
affordable housing within the Borough, the 
Council would want to reduce the threshold 
from 11 or more dwellings to 5 or more 

Option 1 The Borough has a need for affordable housing, therefore will require all new 
development (considered appropriate) to contribute to its delivery. The policy will be 
evidenced by an Affordable Housing Viability Assessment that sets outs thresholds and 
percentages relevant to land values. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

dwellings. This however would be difficult 
because of the nationally set threshold of 11 or 
more as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

• Option 3: Have a policy that does not 
require an element of affordable housing on 
any residential development within the 
Borough. Essentially no affordable housing 
would be sought. 

Housing Mix 

• Option 1: Current evidence will identify 
the housing mix that is most appropriate for 
the Borough on all new residential 
developments. Through this evidence and 
collaborative working with the OWBC 
Communities team a policy with a specific set 
of criteria could be constructed that fulfils the 
current level of need / requirements for the 
Borough. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance 

Option 1 The Council wishes to provide the needed / required level of housing and the needed / 
required types, size and mix of housing to ensure the Borough’s residents are housed 
appropriately. The Council will use evidence illustrated within the HEDNA to inform 
housing mix. 

Starter Homes 

• Option 1: There will be a specific policy 
relating to the provision of starter homes on 
developments of 11 dwellings or more. The 
provision of starter homes will be in addition to 
the provision of affordable housing. 

• Option 2: On all residential 
developments of 11 dwellings or more, starter 

Option 1 The Council wishes to provide the most appropriate number of starter homes on all 
relevant new development sites. The policy will be informed by government policy and 
guidance. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

homes could be provided in lieu of affordable 
homes 

• Option 3: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Density 

• Option 1: The Council will set out a 
policy that requires minimum levels of 
development through site density. The policy 
will be based on a sequential approach 
whereby the higher densities are found within 
the town centre boundaries and the lowest on 
sustainable Greenfield sites. With the Borough 
being predominately urban in nature 
development densities should be relatively 
high. No residential development sites should 
come forward if the site density is below; 

• 50 dph in town centres 

• 40 dph in areas outside of the centres 
but within the PUA 

• 30-35 dph on areas outside of the PUA. 

• Option 2: Have no minimum density 
requirement.  To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 Due to the compact urban nature of the Borough, the Council will seek to provide the 
required number of homes at a density relevant and appropriate to its location, for 
example higher densities within the three main centres and slightly lower densities 
outside of the three main centres. The Council will plan for higher densities within the 
urban areas and planned development to ensure that as little countryside land as 
possible is used for development. 

Custom and Self-Build 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
identify sufficient land to meet any evidence 

Option 1 The Council seeks to actively encourage the provision of custom build and self-build 
housing on all relevant new development sites. To ensure this, the Council will have a 
specific policy within the Local Plan. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

requirements for custom and self-build housing 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance 

Gypsy and Traveller 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
identify sufficient land to meet any evidence 
requirements for Gypsy and Travellers or in the 
event that any such needs exist, but are very 
low, to liaise with other Councils in the HMA 
under the duty to co-operate over the most 
viable and sustainable approach, such that the 
need is met outside of the Borough 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to include a criteria based policy in 
relation to meeting the needs of the Gypsy and 
Traveller community. 

Option 1 See Housing Mix reasoning above. 

The Council will produce policy that seeks provision of housing for the entire 
community. 

Specialist Housing (i.e. elderly and student) 

• Option 1: It is proposed to continue 
the existing policy approach towards actively 
seeking that the full housing needs of the 
community are met in the Borough through the 
provision of specialist housing. 

• Option 2: Not to include such a policy 
and to implement minimum requirements as 
set out in the NPPF. 

Option 1 See Housing Mix reasoning above. 

The Council will produce policy that seeks provision of housing for the entire 
community. 

Housing Standards (to include dining space) 

• Option 1: In order to enable principles 

Option 1 See Health Impact Assessment reasoning as well as Housing Mix reasoning above. 

The Council wishes to provide new homes that are of a standard for modern day living 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

of healthy living, all new dwelling of two 
bedrooms or more should be designed so as to 
include sufficient space for dining (either 
separately or within the living or kitchen area) 

• Option 2: To exclude this approach 
from the policies in the Plan. 

and have the appropriate amount of space for families. The Council do not want homes 
to be provided that have inadequate space. The Council will seek to ensure that homes 
are of an appropriate size and will set this requirement out in policy.  

Infill Development 

• Option 1: The Local Plan will contain a 
policy that seeks to control development of 
infill sites by setting out a criteria based 
approach for what proposals seeking 
development of these sites must consider.  
This policy would therefore be supported by 
the Oadby and Wigston Landscape Character 
Assessment (2016) 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have a policy in the Local Plan 
but instead to implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 With the Borough being compact and urban in nature, infill development proposals are 
fairly common, however not always appropriate. The Council seeks to only permit infill 
development that is appropriate, sustainable and has no harm to the character of the 
area in which it is situated. Managing infill development through a criteria based policy 
is the Council’s preferred approach. 

Employment Sites and Hierarchy including de-
allocation of Premier Drum and possibly parts 
of Kenilworth Drive changing name of 
Identified Employment Areas 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
continue to recognise that existing 
employment land (B use class) will be lost in 
the Borough from land within the Leicester 
Principal Urban Area to non B use class 
employment related uses and to ensure that 

Option 1 The Council seeks to provide a flexible approach to the provision of employment land in 
the Borough, including the de-allocation of land that no longer meets the needs of 
employment land uses and the allocation of new land to compensate for this loss. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

an element of this is re-provided for within the 
Direction for Growth(s). 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to adopt a policy approach that did 
not to seek to re-provide existing B use class 
employment land lost in the Borough 

Core and Base Employment Sites 

• Option 1: It is proposed to continue 
with the existing policy approach to seek to 
safeguard the highest quality and desirable B 
use class employment land in the Borough and 
to apply a more flexible approach to lower 
quality employment land enabling an 
opportunity to introduce some non B use class 
uses provided they generate jobs. 

• Option 2: Continue to safeguard all 
employment land for B use classes only 

• Option 3: Not to safeguard any 
employment land 

Option 1 The Council will seek to retain and enhance all employment sites and premises that are 
appropriate and in use. Flexibility will be included within the relevant policy to conform 
to government policy and guidance. The Council wishes to safeguard employment sites 
that are functioning well and enhance where possible. 

Release Employment Sites 

• Option 1: It is proposed to release 
employment sites that no longer fulfil a viable 
or desirable role in terms of providing land for 
B use classes 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to continue to safeguard all 
employment land for B use classes only 

Option 1 The Council will seek to retain and enhance all employment sites and premises that are 
appropriate and in use. Flexibility will be included within the relevant policy to allow for 
employment sites where evidence suggests that they are not being utilised to be 
released. The relevant policy will be criteria based. 

Employment uses on undesignated land Option 1 The Council seeks the provision of employment uses on appropriate land only. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

• Option 1: The Local Plan will contain a 
policy that seeks to control the development of 
employment uses on undesignated land by 
setting out a criterion based approach for what 
proposals seeking development of such sites 
must consider. As part of this, an applicant 
must be able to illustrate that a sequential test 
has been carried out by illustrating that there 
are no other more suitable sites available for 
this form of development in the local area 

• Option2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have a policy in the Local Plan 
on this matter but instead to implement 
minimum requirements as set out in national 
policy and guidance. 

Transport and infrastructure will be a key factor in the location of existing or new 
employment land. 

Wigston Town Centre, Oadby District Centre 
and South Wigston District Centre 

• Option 1: To continue to provide a 
tightly drawn town centre boundary around the 
town centres. 

• Option 2: Extend the town centre 
boundaries (e.g. to the extent of the 
Masterplan areas). 

Option 1 The town centre boundaries were reviewed and amended through the Town Centres 
Area Action Plan DPD (post NPPF). The boundaries have been assessed for their 
appropriateness through current evidence base work. This assessment found them to 
still be appropriate and relevant. 

Local Shopping Centres 

• Option 1: The Local Plan will contain a 
policy that will seek to retain existing local 
centres and where necessary, identify new 
small scale shopping opportunities to meet the 
everyday needs of local people. Provision will 
be made for local services and community 

Option 1 Local centres provide a valuable resource to local residents, therefore the Council will 
seek to retain and enhance these areas where it is felt necessary to do so. The local 
centres have been reviewed through current evidence base work. This work has 
recommended the retention of local centres as a planning designation. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

facilities to be accommodated within the local 
centres. 

• Option 2: The Local Plan will not seek 
to contain a policy on Local Centres but instead 
to implement minimum requirements as set 
out in national policy and guidance. 

Retail and Main Town centres Uses outside 
defined centres 

• Option 1: The new Local Plan will 
contain specific policy that seeks to retain town 
centre uses within the defined centres only as 
set out within the Town Centre Area Action 
Plan and the Local Centres Review document. 
The preferred approach would be a ‘sequential 
test’ approach.  It is felt that the proposed 
approach is the most sustainable as it locates 
relevant development within the areas that are 
best served by public transport and transport 
infrastructure in general. 

• Option 2: Have no policy relating to the 
location of ‘town centre’ uses; allowing them to 
be proposed anywhere within the Borough. 

Option 1 The Council wishes to retain town centre uses within the town and district centre 
boundaries and local centres.  It is felt that not managing the location of town centre 
uses would lead to a dilution of the town and district centres and ultimately their 
viability and vitality could be harmed.  

Arts, Culture and Tourism Development 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is 
that the Plan does not seek to significantly 
increase the amount of land used for Arts, 
Culture and Tourism Development except for 
small scale projects that would help to achieve 
the regeneration of the centres of Oadby, 
Wigston and South Wigston and proposals that 

Option 1 The Council will respond to the provision of new arts, culture and tourism facilities as 
and when development proposes such. Existing provision of arts, culture and tourism 
will be retained and enhanced were necessary. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

support existing Arts, Culture and Tourism 
Development in the Borough. 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to apply a policy approach that would 
significantly increase the amount of land used 
for Arts, Culture and Tourism development. 

Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages 

• Option 1: It is proposed to continue to 
identify Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages 
in the town centres in order to support the 
viability of the town and to focus the most 
appropriate uses in the most appropriate 
locations. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not identify Primary Shopping 
Areas and Frontages in the town centres. 

Option 1 The Council wishes to concentrate the most appropriate town centre uses within the 
town and district centre boundaries and will do so by retaining the designation of 
primary areas and frontages. The Council wishes to actively manage the number of 
retail units within the town centres, for example keep the number as high as feasible. 

Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages: 
Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston Town 
Centres 

• Option 1: Provide tightly drawn 
Primary Shopping Areas and Frontages in the 
three centres. 

• Option 2: Extend the Primary Shopping 
Areas and Frontages in the three centres. 

• Option 3: Remove the Primary 
Shopping Areas and Frontages in the three 
centres. 

Option 1 The Council wishes to concentrate the most appropriate town centre uses within the 
town and district centre boundaries and will do so by retaining the designation of 
primary areas and frontages. The Council wishes to actively manage the number of 
retail units within the town centres, for example keep the number as high as feasible. 

Secondary Shopping Areas and Frontages Option 1 The Council wishes to concentrate the most appropriate town centre uses within the 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

• Option 1: Identify Secondary Shopping 
Areas and Frontages in the town centres. 

• Option 2: Not identify Secondary 
Shopping Areas and Frontages in the town 
centres. 

town centre boundaries and will do so by retaining the designation of primary areas 
and frontages. The Council wishes to actively manage the number of retail units within 
the town centres, for example keep the number as high as feasible. Flexibility, 
regarding the number of retail units, will be incorporated into Secondary shopping 
areas and frontages. The Council is aware that there needs to be a wide choice of 
services within the town and district centres, however it will manage their locations. 

Shop fronts 

• Option 1: Carry forward the existing 
policy as adopted in the Town Centres Area 
Action Plan – Policy 7 Shop Fronts. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 The Council will seek to manage new development through the detailed development 
management policies that require the use of high quality design and (appropriate) 
materials. 

Food and Drink establishments (especially 
discouraging proliferation of hot food 
takeaways) 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
continue with a policy to guide the amount and 
location of food and drink establishments in 
the town centres 

• Option 2: Not to include such a policy 
and to implement minimum requirements as 
set out in national policy and guidance 

Option 1 The Council will seek to discourage the inappropriate development of or change of uses 
to hot food takeaways. The Council is seeking to encourage health and wellbeing of its 
residents. 

Security shutters 

• Option 1: Carry forward the existing 
policy as adopted in the Town Centres Area 
Action Plan – Policy 8 Security Shutters. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 

Option 1 The Council will seek to manage new development through the detailed development 
management policies that require the use of high quality design and (appropriate) 
materials. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Private car parking 

• Option 1: All proposals for new 
development must include an appropriate 
amount car parking spaces consistent with the 
requirements of the 6Cs Htd. 

• Option 2: Not to include such a policy 
and to implement minimum requirements as 
set out in national policy and guidance. 

Option 1 The Council will require all new development to include the appropriate level, design 
and layout of parking arrangements, in accordance with adopted County Council 
guidance. 

Public car parking 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
seek to provide the appropriate number of 
public car parking spaces in the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston 

• Option 2: Increase the existing number 
of public car parking spaces in the centres of 
Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston 

• Option 3: Decrease the existing 
number of public car parking spaces in the 
centres of Oadby, Wigston and South Wigston 

Option 1 The Council will require all new development to include the appropriate level, design 
and layout of parking arrangements, in accordance with adopted County Council 
guidance. The Council will retain the level of public parking spaces within the town 
centres to ensure sufficient availability for shoppers and workers. 

Renewable Energy 

• Option 1: The proposed approach will 
be to encourage renewable energy schemes, 
subject to meeting other policies in the plan, 
so as not to have a detrimental impact upon 
the landscape and character 

• Option 2: To not include a specific 

Option 1 The Council wishes to encourage the use of renewable energy technologies to reduce 
the effects of development on climate change and flooding. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

policy and therefore implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Flood Risk 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
resist any development that would have an 
increase the risk of flooding, unless appropriate 
mitigation measures are identified and put in 
place 

• Option 2: To not include a specific 
policy and therefore implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 The Council requires all new development proposals to reduce the effects of 
development on flooding or surface water. All new development that has an effect 
should set out how mitigation will be used in order to reduce the effect. 

Surface Water Management and SuDS 

• Option 1: The proposed is to require 
that appropriate surface water management 
and SuDS are put in place as an integral part 
of new development 

• Option 2: To not include a specific 
policy and therefore implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 The Council requires all new development proposals to reduce the effects of 
development on flooding or surface water. All new development that has an effect 
should set out how mitigation will be used in order to reduce the effect. 

Transport Requirements for New Developments 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the local 
plan will contain a policy that will seek to 
reduce the need to travel and enhance 
accessibility to greater choices in modes of 
transport, as well as enhance the safety of 
pedestrians and other road users, as part of 

Option 1 The Council would expect all new development to contribute to sustainable 
development, including increasing the use of sustainable modes of travel, including 
walking, cycling and public transport services. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

new developments in the Borough. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have a policy that seeks to 
mitigate the impact of new development on the 
transport network, but instead to implement 
minimum requirements as set out in national 
policy and guidance. 

Sustaining community facilities and services 
(including places of worship) 

• Option 1: It is proposed that in 
accordance with CSP16: Community Facilities 
and Places of Worship, a policy will be included 
in the new Local Plan to ensure that 
community facilities and services (including 
places of worship) are safeguarded where 
there is a need to do so and that development 
will be located and designed in order to 
promote social inclusion and community 
cohesion. Where there is an unmet need, 
changes of use on buildings and land under 
use class D1 and D2 will not be permitted, 
unless it can be demonstrated that the location 
is no longer suitable for a community use 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have a policy that seeks to 
protect land for community facilities and 
services (including places of worship), but 
instead to implement minimum requirements 
as set out in national policy and guidance. 

Option 1 The Borough is culturally diverse, therefore the Council will seek to retain, enhance and 
identify further community facilities as and when evidence suggests the need to do so. 

Cemetery and Burial Ground provision  Option 1 Should evidence suggest the need to do so, the Council will identify land for cemetery 
provision. The Council will produce a policy that allows land to be allocated for 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
identify additional suitable sites for cemetery 
provision in order to meet the needs of the 
Borough. 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be to not identify any additional sites for 
cemetery provision in the Borough. 

cemetery and burial provision. 

Local Green Spaces 

• Option 1: Have a specific policy 
relating to Local Green Space, that designates 
areas within the Borough. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 With the Borough being predominately urban in nature, the Council will actively 
promote the local green space policy and designation so that the local communities can 
identify areas that they wish to protect from development. Green spaces are very 
important within the Borough. 

Allotments 

• Option 1: Seek opportunities to 
increase the amount of allotment land in the 
Borough through additional provision within 
land designated as Direction for Growth(s) 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be not to seek to increase the amount of 
allotment land in the Borough through 
additional provision within land designated as 
Direction for Growth(s) 

Option 1 Should evidence suggest a need to do so, the Council will require all new relevant 
development to contribute towards the provision of allotments. The Council is 
committed to improving local resident’s health and wellbeing, with the provision of 
allotments being one way of contributing to this. 

Listed Buildings 

• Option 1: The Council will have a 
specific policy relating to the preservation and 
enhancement of nationally Listed buildings. 

Option 1 The Borough has a large number of buildings and structures of historic and cultural 
significance. The Council wishes to proactively protect and enhance all of these assets 
for future generations. It is felt that the most appropriate way of achieving this is 
through specific policies within the Local Plan. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 801 November 2017 

Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

Any change proposed to a nationally Listed 
building will need to comply with the policy set 
out within the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Conservation Areas including development in 
or affecting Conservation Areas 

• Option 1: The Council will have a 
specific policy relating to the preservation and 
enhancement of conservation areas within the 
Borough. Any change proposed to a building or 
site within a conservation area will need to 
comply with the policy set out within the new 
Local Plan.  It is envisaged that the policy will 
be criteria based and will be informed by the 
Conservation Areas Supplementary Planning 
Document. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 The Borough has a large number of buildings and structures of historic and cultural 
significance. The Council wishes to proactively protect and enhance all of these assets 
for future generations. It is felt that the most appropriate way of achieving this is 
through specific policies within the Local Plan. 

Locally Listed Buildings 

• Option 1: The Council will have a 
specific policy relating to the preservation and 
enhancement of Locally Listed buildings. Any 
change proposed to a Locally Listed building 
will need to comply with the policy set out 
within the new Local Plan. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 

Option 1 The Borough has a large number of buildings and structures of historic and cultural 
significance. The Council wishes to proactively protect and enhance all of these assets 
for future generations. It is felt that the most appropriate way of achieving this is 
through specific policies within the Local Plan. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

guidance. 

Landscape Character 

• Option 1: The current Landscape 
Character policy (and associated Landscape 
Character Assessment) set out within the Core 
Strategy has been successful in retaining the 
distinct character in each of the Borough’s 
character areas. It is proposed that a similar 
policy is taken forward into the new Local Plan. 
The associated Landscape Character 
Assessment will be revised and updated to 
take account of any changes that have 
occurred within the Borough’s character areas 
since the initial assessment in 2005.  Although 
it is proposed to continue with a similar 
landscape character based policy as set out 
within the Core Strategy, it will be 
strengthened in areas where there is greatest 
risk of change, for example the Oadby 
Arboretum Character Area where plot division 
is seen as a risk to the current open character. 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 The Borough, although compact, has a variety of different landscape character areas, 
which the Council would like to protect. The previous Plan protected these landscape 
character areas from inappropriate development and the Council wishes to propose a 
similar policy. It is proposed that the policy will link to the Council’s Landscape 
Character Assessment. 

Commercial Leisure and Built Sporting Facilities 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the Local 
Plan will contain a policy that seeks the 
protection, enhancement or provision of 
commercial leisure and built sporting facilities 
of an appropriate scale throughout the 
Borough.  This policy could usefully be 

Option 1 The Council is committed to ensuring all of its residents have the best possible health 
and wellbeing. One of the ways of increasing residents’ health and wellbeing is through 
the provision of built leisure and sporting facilities. The Council will actively encourage 
the appropriate provision of built leisure and sporting facilities and will also take 
account of need through infrastructure and planning obligations negotiations / policies. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

appended by the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
(IDP) and / or the Planning Obligations SPD. 
This policy will also link to the Local Plan 
policies for Infrastructure; Green 
Infrastructure; Green Wedges; Open Space; 
and, Planning Obligations. 

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have a policy that seeks to 
protect, enhance and provide commercial 
leisure and built sporting facilities. 

Biodiversity/Geodiversity (covers nature 
conservation) 

• Option 1: To implement a policy which 
seeks to identify and mitigate impacts upon 
the natural environment that would arise as a 
result of growth 

• Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Option 1 With the Borough being predominately urban in nature the Council wishes to protect 
and enhance all of its green infrastructure assets that are of value to its local residents 
and its local wildlife and biodiversity. Through the protection of its green assets the 
Council will also seek the protection of biodiversity and geodiversity. 

Public Open Space 

• Option 1: Public open space that falls 
into one of the typologies as set out within the 
Council’s Open Space, Sport and Recreation 
Facilities Study will be protected by a specific 
policy set out within the new Local Plan.  All 
relevant open space will be designated within 
the new Local Plan and will be monitored on an 
annual basis. Current planning policy seeks a 
‘no net loss’ of open space within the Borough 
and it is envisaged that this will be carried 

Option 1 The Council is committed to ensuring that all of its residents have the best possible 
health and wellbeing. One of the ways of increasing resident’s health and wellbeing is 
the provision of public open space. The Council will actively encourage the appropriate 
provision of public open spaces and will also take account of need through 
infrastructure and planning obligations negotiations / policies. 

The Council will also protect existing areas of open space from development, unless the 
development has a net increase on the overall supply of open space. 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

forward into the new Local Plan. 

• .Option 2: To implement minimum 
requirements as set out in national policy and 
guidance. 

Woodland, Trees, Hedges and Hedgerows 
(linked to new Tree Strategy) 

• Option 1: It is proposed that the Local 
Plan will contain a policy that will seek to 
maintain and enhance any existing trees, 
woodland, hedge or hedgerow of visual, 
historic or nature conservation of significant 
value that would be affected by new proposed 
development.  All new development proposals 
will be expected to make reference to and 
follow the guidance contained in the Council's 
Tree Strategy or future successor documents.  
This policy could usefully be appended by the 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) and / or the 
Planning Obligations SPD. This policy will also 
link to the Local Plan policies for 
Infrastructure; Green Infrastructure; Green 
Wedges; Open Space; and, Planning 
Obligations.   

• Option 2: An alternative approach 
would be to not have a policy that seeks to 
protect, enhance and provide Woodland, Trees, 
Hedges and Hedgerows, but instead to 
implement minimum requirements as set out 
in national policy and guidance. 

Option 1 With the Borough being predominately urban in nature the Council wishes to protect 
and enhance all of its green infrastructure assets that are of value to its local residents 
and its local wildlife and biodiversity. Through the protection of its green assets the 
Council will also seek the protection of biodiversity and geodiversity. 

The Borough’s hedgerows, trees and woodlands play an important role in the green 
infrastructure network (biodiversity). Not only do they provide habitats for wildlife, they 
enhance local amenity. The Council will actively seek the protection of hedgerows, trees 
and woodland through specific policy. 

Countryside Option 1 With the Borough being predominately urban in nature the Council wishes to protect 
and enhance all of its green infrastructure assets that are of value to its local residents 
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Policy option Option(s) taken forward 
to Preferred Options 
document 

Council’s reasons for decision making 

• Option 1: The proposed approach is to 
continue to designate land as countryside and 
to limit the land uses that are considered to be 
suitable in the countryside in order to focus 
development on land within the Leicester 
Principal Urban Area except for where it is 
planned to be released in Direction(s) for 
Growth. 

• Option 2: A reasonable alternative 
would be not to designate land as countryside 
and to limit the land uses that are considered 
to be suitable in the countryside and to 
implement minimum requirements as set out 
in the NPPF. 

and its local wildlife and biodiversity. Through the protection of its green assets the 
Council will also seek the protection of biodiversity and geodiversity. 

The countryside areas of the Borough are precious and need protecting from 
inappropriate development. The Council will allocate limited land for development 
(should there be a need to do so) and resist inappropriate development through the 
creation of specific policy. 
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Policy 1 Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the provision of good quality housing for current and future 
residents.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of 
the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with health.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA 
objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the access to local services and facilities (including those for 
community and leisure uses).  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the 
general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with improved safety, reducing crime and the fear of crime.  Therefore a 
positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests that 
the effect is likely to be minor. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the empowerment of local communities.  Therefore a positive effect 
can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is 
likely to be minor. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with promoting racial harmony and creating social cohesion in Oadby and 
Wigston.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of 
the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the conservation and enhancement of the historic environment.  
Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy 
suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the protection and enhancement of biodiversity and geodiversity.  
Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy 
suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the preservation and enhancement of the character of the landscape 
in the Borough.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general 
nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with water efficiency, water quality and flooding.  Therefore a positive 
effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests that the 
effect is likely to be minor. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with improved air quality in Oadby and Wigston.  Therefore a positive 
effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests that the 
effect is likely to be minor. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the management of mineral resources and prevention of land 
pollution in Oadby and Wigston.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although 
the general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with minimising energy use and developing renewable energy resources 
in Oadby and Wigston.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the 
general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with reducing greenhouse gases emissions locally to mitigate the rate of 
climate change.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general 
nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 

+ 
The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with environmental impacts at a local, regional and global scale.  
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

environmental impacts. Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy 
suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in Melton, which is assumed 
to cover issues associated with providing facilities to accommodate local education requirements.  Therefore 
a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests 
that the effect is likely to be minor. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with economic growth and the provision of appropriate local employment 
opportunities.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature 
of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with efficient land use and the re-use of existing buildings and 
infrastructure.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature 
of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the standard of sustainable design and construction which new 
developments must adhere to in Oadby and Wigston.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA 
objective, although the general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling + 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the reduction of waste arisings and increased re-use and recycling 
rates.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the general nature of the 
policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the development of and access to local services and facilities for all 
member of the local community.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although 
the general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy reflects the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, and seeks to secure 
development that improves the social, economic and environmental conditions in the Borough, which is 
assumed to cover issues associated with the encouragement of the use of public transport and public rights 
of way in Oadby and Wigston.  Therefore a positive effect can be expected for this SA objective, although the 
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general nature of the policy suggests that the effect is likely to be minor. 

Policy 2 Spatial Strategy for Development within the Borough 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

++ 

The policy sets out the spatial strategy for the Borough and makes provision for 2,960 new additional homes 
between 2011 and 2031.  The Council is seeking to meet its Objectively Assessed Need within its boundaries 
and the overall level of delivery is to be in line with evidence in the Leicester and Leicestershire Housing and 
Economic Development Needs Assessment.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy states that the Council will work to seek the provision and funding of infrastructure (including 
Green Infrastructure) and facilities required to meet the needs of planned development and to conserve and 
enhance existing assets including social provisions.  As such this approach is likely to help protect local health 
care provisions and enhance the Green Infrastructure network, which may encourage residents partake in 
outdoor recreation and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
facilities (including green infrastructure) required to meet needs generated by the level of development 
supported in the Plan to safeguard and enhance key existing social assets.  This is expected to include 
support for community and leisure facilities.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The supporting text of the policy identifies that the three growth areas set out in the plan are to contribute 
significantly to affordable homes provision in the Borough.  As such this approach will likely benefit residents 
who would not be able afford to buy a housing in Oadby and Wigston in other circumstances.  A minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the +/-? The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
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historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

facilities (including green infrastructure) required to enhance key environmental assets.  As such this is 
expected to include elements of the built environment.  In addition the provision of green infrastructure in 
the Borough may help to enhance the significance of local heritage assets and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The minor positive effect is expected to be combined with an 
uncertain minor negative effect however given that the policy would allow for significant levels of 
development within the Borough which is likely to have a level of adverse impact on its established character 
over the plan period dependent upon the design of this development.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor 
positive/uncertain minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+/- 

The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
facilities (including green infrastructure) required to enhance key environmental and biodiversity assets.  As 
such this is expected to include locally important habitats and geodiversity assets.  In addition the provision 
of green infrastructure in the Borough may help to enhance local habitat provision and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The minor positive effect is expected to be combined with an 
uncertain minor negative effect however given that the policy would allow for significant levels of 
development within the Borough which is likely to have a level of adverse impact on biodiversity and 
geodiversity features.  The policy allows for development to occur on large areas of greenfield land within and 
beyond the Direction for Growth areas and as such is likely to result in the loss of a significant area of 
habitat.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+/- 

The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
facilities (including green infrastructure) required to enhance key environmental assets.  As such this is 
expected to include enhancement of local landscape character.  In addition the provision of green 
infrastructure in the Borough may help to mitigate the effects of new development on the character of the 
landscape.  The policy also focusses much of the development over the plan period towards the urban 
centres of the Borough and areas which adjoin the existing urban edge an approach which should help to 
reduce the significance of any detrimental impacts on this identified character and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  The minor positive effect is expected to be combined with a minor 
negative effect however given the high level of development that the policy would support over the plan 
period.  Much of this land is greenfield land (within and beyond the Direction for Growth areas) which 
currently contributes to the rural character of parts of the Borough.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+/- 
The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
facilities which is to include green infrastructure.  The provision of green infrastructure to support 
development in the Borough will allow for the incorporation of undeveloped areas which can facilitate the 
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infiltration of surface water in the Borough to the benefit of reducing local flood risk.  A minor positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective.  This minor positive effect is expected to be combined with a 
minor negative effect however given that the policy would support the development of large areas of 
greenfield land (both within and beyond the Direction for Growth areas) and therefore would increase the 
area of impermeable surfaces locally which could increase flood risk.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+/- 

The policy would provide for a high level of development over the plan period including new homes to meet 
local requirements as well as further employment development and mixed use development.  New 
development is likely to result in an increase in the release of transport related pollutants during the initial 
construction phase and beyond as more people move to and travel to the Borough to work.  This means a 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  This negative effect is likely to be combined with a 
minor positive effect however considering the locations proposed for new development when considered in 
strategic terms.  Much of the development is to be focused at the Borough’s key centres, and at locations 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  At the Direction for Growth areas new development is to be 
located outside of the Leicester PUA to the south east of Wigston, towards the northerly part of the Borough 
and towards Oadby’s most southerly part.  As such much of the new development will be provided within or 
within close proximity of areas which are already developed and would provide access to a relatively high 
number of existing services and facilities as well as employment opportunities and sustainable transport 
links.  Furthermore at the Direction of Growth areas employment land would be provided alongside 
residential development thereby providing employment opportunities in close proximity.  This approach may 
reduce the need to travel by private car in the Borough thereby helping to reduce the release of transport 
related pollutants.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA 
objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. +/- 

The policy would provide for a high level of development over the plan period including new homes to meet 
local requirements as well as further employment development and mixed use development.  New 
development is likely to result in an increase in the emission of greenhouse gases during the initial 
construction phase and beyond as more people move to and travel to the Borough to work.  This means a 
minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  This negative effect is likely to be combined with a 
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minor positive effect however considering the locations proposed for new development when considered in 
strategic terms.  Much of the development is to be focused at the Borough’s key centres, and at locations 
within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  At the Direction for Growth areas new development is to be 
located outside of the Leicester PUA to the south east of Wigston, towards the northerly part of the Borough 
and towards Oadby’s most southerly part.  As such much of the new development will be provided within or 
within close proximity of areas which are already developed and would provide access to a relatively high 
number of existing services and facilities as well as employment opportunities and sustainable transport 
links. Furthermore at the Direction of Growth areas employment land would be provided alongside residential 
development thereby providing employment opportunities in close proximity.  This approach may reduce the 
need to travel by private car in the Borough thereby helping to reduce the release of greenhouse gases and 
local contribution to climate change.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is likely 
on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

++ 

The policy provides for a sustainable level of growth within the Borough to meet the Objectively Assessed 
Need within its boundaries in line with evidence in the Leicester and Leicestershire Housing and Economic 
Development Needs Assessment.  The provision of housing will also help to meet some of the unmet need of 
City of Leicester.  The plan set out growth for the existing centres of the Borough to achieve their 
regeneration which was originally set out in set out within the Town Centres Area Action Plan 2013.  
Residential development as supported by new employment land and infrastructure required to meet the 
needs of planned development is to be provided which will encourage people to live and work in the Borough.  
This may help to reduce the need to commute to areas outside of the Borough.  The strategic positioning of 
new development within or in close proximity to existing urban areas which contain services and facilities as 
well as employment opportunities and sustainable transport links is likely to further reduce the need for 
residents to travel.  An overall significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
facilities (including green infrastructure) required to meet needs generated by the level of development 
supported in the Plan to safeguard and enhance key existing social assets.  This is expected to include 
support for education facilities.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy provides for a moderate level of employment development over the plan period.  In total 8ha of 
employment land is allocated across the Borough.  Within the Direction for Growth areas 5ha of  employment 
use land is to be provided.  All three areas set out as Direction for Growth areas have direct access onto good 
main road links and are situated directly adjacent to the Leicester PUA and as such would be provided in 
close proximity to a high number of existing residents at these urban areas.  This employment development 
at the Direction for Growth areas would be provided alongside residential development meaning new 
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residents would also have access to the new employment opportunities in close proximity.  The policy also 
supports the retention of the Identified Employment Areas in the Borough.  In addition the policy supports 
the provision of new office and retail floorspace in Wigston town centre and new commercial and retail 
floorspace at Oadby town centre which should strengthen the roles of these town centres in terms of the 
employment opportunities available at either location.  These locations are likely to provide the strongest 
access to sustainable transport and as such the strengthening of such locations to provide future employment 
opportunities is likely to improve local accessibility to jobs.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

+/- 

The policy supports the focus of much of the development required towards the Borough’s key centres and 
the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  Within these areas the redevelopment of suitable previously developed 
land and buildings is to be achieved.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  This 
positive effect is expected to be combined with a minor negative effect however given that the policy also 
supports the development of large areas of greenfield land within and beyond the Direction for Growth areas 
to reflect identified housing need requirements.  Within these areas at least 1,159 new additional homes and 
at least 5ha of employment use land is to be delivered.  As such an overall mixed effect (minor 
positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling + 

The policy requires that development in the Borough is accompanied by the provision of infrastructure and 
facilities (including green infrastructure) required to enhance key environmental assets.  As such this may 
provide support for the integration of facilities to encourage recycling at new developments.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. + 

The policy would provide for a high level of development over the plan period including new homes to meet 
local requirements as well as further employment development.  In total across the Borough at least 2,960 
new additional homes, at least 8ha of employment use land and up to 2,974sqm of new additional retail floor 
space is to be provided to meet the Borough’s needs up to 2031.  Development is to be focused at Borough’s 
key centres, and at locations within the Leicester Principal Urban Area.  At three the Direction for Growth 
areas new development would have direct access onto good main road links and would be situated directly 
adjacent to the Leicester PUA.  As such, much of the new development will be provided within or within close 
proximity of areas which are already developed and would provide access to a relatively high number of 
existing services and facilities as well as employment opportunities and sustainable transport links.  This 
approach may reduce the need to travel by private car in the Borough to the benefit of those without access 
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to this mode of transport as well as specialist groups with mobility issues (for example older people or people 
with disabilities).  Within the Direction for Growth much of the employment development is to be provided 
alongside new residential development which would help to further reduce the need to travel in Oadby and 
Wigston.  New development provided at locations outside of the Leicestershire is to be sustainably located in 
terms of access to public transport, the Borough’s main centres and employment opportunities.  As such a 
minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy would provide for a high level of development over the plan period including new homes to meet 
local requirements as well as further employment development.  In total across the Borough at least 2,960 
new additional homes, at least 8ha of employment use land and up to 2,974sqm of new additional retail floor 
space is to be provided to meet the Borough’s needs up to 2031.  Development is to be focused at the 
centres of the Borough’s key centres, and at locations within the Leicester Principal Urban Area as well as 
within the three Direction for Growth areas.  At the Direction for Growth areas new development would have 
direct access onto good main road links and would be situated directly adjacent to the Leicester PUA.  As 
such much of the new development will be provided within or within close proximity of areas which are 
already developed and would provide access to a relatively high number of existing services and facilities as 
well as employment opportunities and sustainable transport links.  This approach may reduce the need to 
travel by private car in the Borough and as such may encourage a local modal shift.  Within the Direction for 
Growth much of the employment development is to be provided alongside new residential development which 
is likely to help reduce the requirement to travel by private motor vehicle in Oadby and Wigston.  The policy 
also requires that new development provided outside of the Leicestershire is to be sustainably located in 
terms of access to public transport, the Borough’s main centres and employment opportunities.  Overall 
although the policy text does not expressly support the provision of new sustainable transport links it may 
help to encourage a modal shift thereby promoting the use of public transport and public rights of way.  
Modal shift is more likely to result where residents are likely to travel shorter distances for frequent essential 
journeys.  As such a minor positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

Policy 3 Regeneration Schemes and Large Scale Change 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  This policy 
is not expected to assist with the delivery of new homes however Masterplans should set out the necessary 
infrastructure needed to bring the site forward which will help to establish links to existing services and well 
as supporting the delivery of new services.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  
Masterplans should set out the necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward which will help to 
establish links to existing services.  New infrastructure may include provision for social infrastructure such as 
health services and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  
Masterplans should set out the necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward which will help to 
establish links to existing services.  New infrastructure may include provision for social infrastructure such as 
community and leisure facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  This 
approach may help to facilitate the appropriate incorporation of new open spaces and footpaths into 
development schemes as to limit the potential for crime and fear of crime.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  This 
approach may help to facilitate the appropriate incorporation of new open spaces in which cross community 
activities and informal interactions may take place.  In addition building orientation and provision of 
communal spaces may also be provided in such a way as to promote local community cohesion.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are to identify all sensitive features and measures for protection which is expected to include 
heritage assets in the Borough.  Furthermore the policy requires that development of this type conserves and 
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enhances heritage assets and their settings. As such this approach would help to protect the quality of the 
local built environment as well as the significance of heritage assets and their settings.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are to identify all sensitive features and measures for protection.  Given that this is expected to 
include features which are of importance in terms of biodiversity and geodiversity a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents should take account of local landscape and / or townscape character in the design of the scheme 
and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to identify constraints to development (which is expected to include any potential 
flood risk) and illustrate how these will be overcome.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to establish a sustainable pattern of growth for the development, set out the 
necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward and illustrate all relevant access, transport and 
potential traffic issues, as well as mitigation measures.  As such this approach may help to locate new 
development in close proximity to essential services and facilities where possible and should also highlight 
where improvements to the local public transport network is required to support new development.  As such 
people may be required to travel by private car to lesser extent which may improve local air quality.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to identify constraints to development (which is expected to include any mineral 
safeguarding areas which are present in the south of the Borough for sand and gravel or areas of 
contaminated land) and illustrate how these will be overcome.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
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on this SA objective. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to establish a sustainable pattern of growth for the development, set out the 
necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward and illustrate all relevant access, transport and 
potential traffic issues, as well as mitigation measures.  As such this approach may help to locate new 
development in close proximity to essential services and facilities where possible and should also highlight 
where improvements to the local public transport network is required to support new development.  As such 
people may be required to travel by private car to lesser extent which may help to reduce the emission of 
greenhouse gases locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

++ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to identify sensitive features and measures for their protection, take account of local 
landscape and / or townscape character in the development’s design and set out infrastructure which may be 
required to support the new development.  As such the policy should help to make the Borough more 
attractive to live and work in for residents and encourage local investment by protecting assets which help to 
define the Borough and providing new infrastructure to mitigate any adverse impacts of new development.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  
Masterplans should set out the necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward which will help to 
establish links to existing services.  New infrastructure may include provision for social infrastructure such as 
education facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  The policy 
requires that such document should identify all potential traffic issues as well as mitigation measures.  
Considering the importance of a reliable transport system to the economic growth of any area this policy is 
expected to have a minor positive effect on this SA objective. 
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18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

++ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  The 
production of such document is expected to establish a spatial and sustainable pattern of growth.  The policy 
also requires consideration of a number of other issues will which help to promote sustainable design 
including identification of constraints to development, potential transport issues and existing local character 
as well as mitigation measures relating to these issues.  The requirement for such development to be 
supported by Masterplans and for early liaison between the applicant and the Council is also likely to help 
steer developments to more sustainable practices of design.  A significant positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. + 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to establish a sustainable pattern of growth for the development, set out the 
necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward and illustrate all relevant access, transport and 
potential traffic issues, as well as mitigation measures.  As such this approach may help to locate new 
development in close proximity to essential services and facilities where possible and should also highlight 
where improvements to the local public transport network is required to support new development.  This 
would be of particular benefit to residents who do not have a car and a minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy requires that when regeneration or large scale change is proposed such development is supported 
by production of Masterplans, Development Briefs and / or other appropriate plans or strategies.  Such 
documents are expected to establish a sustainable pattern of growth for the development, set out the 
necessary infrastructure needed to bring the site forward and illustrate all relevant access, transport and 
potential traffic issues, as well as mitigation measures.  As such this approach may help to locate new 
development in close proximity to essential services and facilities where possible and should also highlight 
where improvements to the local public transport network is required to support new development.  
Residents may therefore be required to undertake journeys by private car to lesser extent and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

++ 

The policy would encourage major developments to contribute to local skills and training.  Planning 
permissions are not to be granted unless individual and cumulative impacts on education provision can be 
addressed at the developer’s cost.  Required improvements to education provision as a result of new 
development may be secured by the Council through the use of legal agreements where appropriate.  As 
such this approach should help to reduce the potential for excessive pressure being put on existing education 
facilities in the Borough as well as for their appropriate improvement.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy seeks to improve the local work force and provide residents with the best chance to be more 
competitive in the job market.  To do this the policy supports development proposals that relate directly to 
the development of local skills and training opportunities.  The policy states that the Council will encourage 
developers to employ local contractors throughout the construction process of new residential and non-
residential developments.  An overall increase in local skills and access to employment opportunities is 
expected to result and as such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 5 Improving Health and Wellbeing 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy would require that larger developments (for residential schemes those of 11 units or more) would 
be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  It is expected that the cost of such an assessment could be 
absorbed by developers providing larger local housing schemes while maintaining viability of proposals in the 
Borough meaning there is unlikely to be any impact on delivery of new dwellings.  This approach is likely to 
raise the standard of local housing in relation to identifying potential opportunities to improving the health of 
residents.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. ++ 

The policy would require that larger developments would be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  
Developers would be required through this process to identify the effects of new development in terms of 
local health and well-being.  Appropriate mitigation of potential detrimental health impacts as well as 
opportunities to improve local health and well-being could therefore be identified and incorporated into new 
development proposals.  The policy also requires that onsite and/or offsite measures are sought to mitigate 
identified adverse impacts on health and wellbeing caused by new development through the use of planning 
obligations.  A significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy seeks to improve the health and well-being of residents in the Borough.  The policy supporting text 
identifies that this aim is to be achieve through measures including ensuring increased access to the 
Borough’s open spaces as well as improving opportunities for physical activities.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy requires that larger developments would be accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  As 
such new development would be required through this process to identify the effects of new development in 
terms of local health and well-being.  This approach would help new larger development schemes to meet the 
needs of specific local groups who may be affected by it in terms of their health and well-being.  A minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy requires that larger developments are accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  Health 
Impact Assessments may help to encourage healthy activities such as walking and cycling in the Borough.  
This approach would likely reduce the number of private car journeys undertaken in the Borough.  As such 
the release of air pollutants may be reduced and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 824 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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in each settlement. 
22) To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy requires that larger developments are accompanied by a Health Impact Assessment.  Health 
Impact Assessments may help to encourage healthy activities such as walking and cycling in the Borough.  
This approach would likely not only help to promote the use of public rights of way in the Borough but may 
also reduce the number of private car journeys undertaken locally.  As such a minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 6 High Quality Design and Materials 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

++/-? 

The policy requires all new development and major refurbishment in the Borough to be of the highest 
standard of inclusive design.  The design of new schemes which is compliant with the requirements should be 
expressed through a Design and Access Statement.  New housing is also to be considerate of the principles 
set out in Building for Life 12 and as such this should help to improve the functionality, attractiveness and 
sustainability of new residential development in the Borough.  The viability of housing development in the 
Borough may, however, be affected due to the requirement to improvement the design of local development, 
including housing.  A mixed effect (significant positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA 
objective.  The negative effect is uncertain as the delivery of local housing would ultimately depend upon 
developer proposals which are unknown at this stage. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough helps to ensure the creation of healthier 
communities.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy requires that new development integrates with the wider settlement and links to existing services 
and facilities.  This is likely to include improved connectivity to community and leisure facilities in the 
Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. ++ 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
A requirement to ‘design out’ antisocial behaviour and crime is included.  The design principles promoted 
through this policy also include the incorporation of natural surveillance into new development schemes.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development be considerate of the principles set out in Building for Life 12.  The 
guidance recommends that starter homes and homes for the elderly or downsizing households are provided 
when delivering new housing schemes.  As such this policy should help to ensure the needs of these specific 
groups are met in terms of housing requirements.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

++ 

The policy requires that new development and major refurbishment in the Borough should create a distinctive 
local character while respecting that character which already exists.  New development is also required to 
contribute to creating buildings and places that are attractive but are sympathetic of their surroundings.  
Furthermore the policy encourages the use of the highest quality materials and states that development 
should be of good architectural quality.  This approach would help to protect and enhance local character as 
well as local heritage assets and their settings; therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. + The policy requires that the design of new development and major refurbishments in the Borough provides 

opportunities to promote biodiversity.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that the design of new development and major refurbishment in the Borough create a 
distinctive local character by responding to the landscape setting of settlements.  As such this approach 
should help to protect local landscape character.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 
The policy requires all new development and major refurbishment in the Borough to be of the highest 
standard of inclusive design.  This approach is to incorporate measures to conserve water resources.  As such 
a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy requires that new development or major refurbishment in the Borough should not result in 
unacceptable impacts on amenity of other existing or future occupiers or neighbouring properties, including 
increases in all forms of pollution.  The policy also requires that good design promotes the connectivity of 
local places and as such should allow for improved movement via bicycle, pedestrian, and public transport as 
well as vehicle movement networks.  This approach should help to reduce the potential for the local release 
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of transport related pollutants.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. + 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
New design should take opportunities to incorporate measures to minimise waste and energy consumption 
and should also provide for renewable energy generation.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
This is to include for improved connectivity (as demonstrated by a Masterplan, Development Brief, Concept 
Statement and/or Design Code at larger schemes) of existing routes allowing for integration into the wider 
cycle, pedestrian, public transport and vehicle movement networks as well as into nearby settlements to link 
to existing services and facilities.  Furthermore appropriate parking facilities including those for cycles are 
required to be provided in accordance with this policy.  As such this approach may encourage journeys to be 
undertaken by more sustainable modes of transport which would help to reduce the emission of greenhouse 
gases in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
This is to include improved connectivity (as demonstrated by a Masterplan Development Brief, Concept 
Statement and/or Design Code at larger schemes) of new development into nearby settlements to link to 
existing services and facilities.  This may help to encourage people to live and work in the area as such 
reducing the potential contribution the Borough makes in terms of adverse local, regional and global 
environmental impacts particularly through the release of transport related emissions.  The requirement for 
new developments to provide appropriate parking facilities including those for cycles may further encourage 
residents to undertake journeys by more sustainable modes of transport.   A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
This is to include for improved connectivity (as demonstrated by a Masterplan, Development Brief, Concept 
Statement and/or Design Code at larger schemes) to existing services and facilities.  This approach is 
expected to include improved connectivity to education facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst + The policy requires that proposals for new development and major refurbishment should allow for the 
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providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

creation of connected places.  This approach may take into consideration the proximity of new employment 
developments to existing residential areas and accessibility of such new sites, particularly by sustainable and 
public modes of transport.  As such access to employment opportunities may be improved in the Borough.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. + 

The supporting text of the policy encourages the re-use of materials during the construction of buildings.  
This may include the re-use of existing buildings and materials currently at a given site.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

++ 

The policy’s primary aim is to ensure that developers deliver the highest possible quality design which is to 
be sustainable and inclusive.  The policy encourages new proposals which are guided by the principles of 
Building for Life 12 and meet the BREEAM standard which is expected to help promote sustainable 
development which is ‘fit for purpose’.  The policy also provides particular support for innovative design or 
construction which aims to directly address the impacts of climate change.  A significant positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling + 

The policy encourages the use of recycled aggregates in the construction of new buildings in the Borough and 
the re-use of materials for all developments.  As such this approach would result in increased levels of 
recycling locally during any required development.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
This is to include for improved connectivity (as demonstrated by a Masterplan, Development Brief, Concept 
Statement and/or Design Code at larger schemes) of existing routes allowing for integration into the wider 
cycle, pedestrian, public transport and vehicle movement networks as well as into nearby settlements to link 
to existing services and facilities.  As such this approach should help those without a car have an acceptable 
level of access to essential services and facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development in the Borough is of the highest level of design and construction.  
This is to include for improved connectivity (as demonstrated by a Masterplan, Development Brief, Concept 
Statement and/or Design Code at larger schemes) of existing routes allowing for integration into the wider 
cycle, pedestrian, public transport and vehicle movement networks as well as into nearby settlements to link 
to existing services and facilities.  The requirement for new developments to provide appropriate parking 
facilities including those for cycles may further encourage residents to undertake journeys by more 
sustainable modes of transport.  The policy also specifically encourages sustainable means of travel.  As such 
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this approach may result in more journeys being undertaken by more sustainable and more active modes of 
transport.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 7 Community Facilities 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision of new community facilities and the protection of those that already exist.  
The supporting text of this policy identifies community facilities as including health centres but not built 
sports facilities.  As such the policy should help to maintain local public health.  Community facilities should 
be provided at locations which are accessible by pedestrian routes, cycle routes and public transport.  This 
approach may further encourage residents to partake of more active and healthier lifestyles.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

++ 

The policy supports the provision of new and the safeguarding of existing community facilities and services in 
the Borough.  Town centre locations are supported as the most appropriate locations for such facilities as 
such encouraging the delivery of this type of development in areas which will be accessible to a large 
proportion of the Borough’s residents.  Change of use from a community use is not to be permitted unless it 
can be demonstrated that the facility is needed by the community it serves.  This policy would therefore 
directly address the provision of community facilities in the Borough and as such a significant positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective.  

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision of new and the safeguarding of existing community facilities and services in 
the Borough.  Preserving and providing new community uses in the Borough may help to address the needs 
of local disadvantaged, minority, and hard to reach groups such as young or elderly people.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 

++ 

The policy supports the provision of new and the safeguarding of existing community facilities and services in 
the Borough.  The supporting text clarifies that the policy includes protection and support for the provision of 
new community halls and village halls and places of worship.  These types of facilities play an important role 
in allowing for local integration in addition to social and spiritual functions.  The Council’s aim through this 
policy to work with key partners to secure future improvements and protection of community facilities is 
expected to strengthen this role.   As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy supports the development of community facilities where the external appearance of the building 
can provide a sense of place and can positively reflect the character and appearance of its surroundings.  As 
such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy supports the development of community facilities where the external appearance of the building 
can provide a sense of place and can positively reflect the character and appearance of its surroundings.  As 
such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy supports the provision of community facilities at locations where there is good access by 
pedestrian routes, cycle routes and public transport.  Facilities are also be supported where they would be 
co-located and also at town centre locations.  This approach may reduce the need to travel by private car in 
the Borough which may help to reduce the release of transport related air pollutants in the Borough.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of + The policy supports the provision of community facilities at locations where there is good access by 

pedestrian routes, cycle routes and public transport.  Facilities are also be supported where they would be 
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climate change. co-located and also at town centre locations.  This approach may reduce the need to travel by private car in 
the Borough which may help to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases in the Borough.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy supports the provision of new community facilities and the protection of those that already exist.  
As per the supporting text these may include schools and libraries both of which may be of benefit in terms 
of improved local educational attainment.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. + 

The policy encourages the co-location of community uses when considering new community uses.  This 
approach may result in the re-use of existing buildings and infrastructure in the Borough and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. ++ 

The policy would support the safeguarding and provision of new community facilities and services in Borough.  
Town centre locations are supported as the most appropriate locations for such facilities as such encouraging 
the delivery of this type of development in areas which will be accessible to a large proportion of the 
Borough’s residents.  Delivery should also be made in areas which are accessible by pedestrian routes, cycle 
routes and public transport.  Change of use from a community use is not to be permitted unless it can be 
demonstrated that the facility is no longer needed by the community they serve.  This policy would therefore 
help to provide and safeguard community facilities and services in areas which are accessible by alternative 
modes of transport for a high proportion of residents.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 
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22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy supports the provision of new and the safeguarding of existing community facilities and services in 
the Borough.  New development of this type should be accessible by pedestrian routes, cycle routes and 
public transport and is also considered to be most appropriate at town centre locations.  This approach may 
encourage residents to make journeys by more sustainable and active modes of transport when accessing 
such facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 8 Green Infrastructure 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 0 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  The policy supports the use of 
developers’ contributions to facilitate improvements to the quality and accessibility of off-site assets meaning 
developers of new homes would be required to meet some of the associated costs.  Any impact on the 
viability of the development of new homes as a result of this policy is however likely to be negligible, 
particularly because the provision of new green infrastructure may also help to raise the quality of local 
housing stock.  An overall negligible effect is recorded on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy seeks achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  This approach is to include the creation 
of multi-functional areas of green space and also the use of developer contributions to improve the 
accessibility of existing Green Infrastructure assets.  It is expected that the policy would help to encourage 
residents to engage in active outdoor recreation at such open spaces to the benefit of their health and 
therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 

+ 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  The policy encourages provision of  
multifunctional areas of green space .  As highlighted by the supporting text of this policy the provision of 
such space is important for allowing improved local community cohesion by supporting areas in which cross 
community activities and informal interactions can take place.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+? 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network..  This approach would therefore result in 
the protection and enhancement of green spaces in the Borough which may help to improve the setting of 
local heritage assets and contribute to local character in general.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain dependent upon the specific design of new 
green infrastructure provision and its location in relation to heritage assets. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

++ 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network..  The Green Infrastructure network in 
the Borough may act to provide important habitats for local wildlife.  The supporting text of the policy 
highlights that as well as areas of biodiversity interest the local Green Infrastructure network also supports 
sites of ecological, geological and historical interest including Regionally Important Geological Sites in the 
Borough.  The policy also specifically seeks opportunities to link fragmented habitats, protect vulnerable 
habitats and integrate biodiversity within communities.  As this policy would directly help to provide 
enhanced habitat space in the Borough, a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective.   

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  The supporting text of the policy has 
identified the two Green Wedges in the Borough as part of the local green infrastructure network.  The policy 
would thus protect these areas which contribute significantly to the overall landscape character of the 
Borough and also prevent development which would compromise the integrity of the overall green 
infrastructure network.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 
The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  Given that the policy would protect 
green spaces in the Borough which would allow for infiltration of surface water a minor positive effect is 
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expected on this SA objective.   

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  It is expected that this approach would 
help to facilitate local regeneration and the establishment of local distinctiveness.  As highlighted by the 
supporting text of the policy the creation of quality environments can help to attract quality investment in the 
Borough in terms of housing, jobs, skills and visiting attractions.  As such this policy may help to encourage 
people to live and work in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. + 

The policy seeks to achieve a net gain of Green Infrastructure in the Borough through the preservation and 
enhancement of open spaces and assets that make up this network.  The protection of green spaces in the 
Borough may result in development being steered to previously developed brownfield sites in the Borough.  
Therefore, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 9 Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

-? 

The policy requires that all open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields are 
protected from development where they are not surplus to requirement and the need for new development 
does not outweigh the loss of recreational provision.  This would take in a number of different typologies and 
sizeable portion of the Borough which would be protected from being developed upon.  As such the 
development of housing to satisfy local need may be squeezed in terms of finding land suitable for the 
required development.  A minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is 
uncertain given that the policy allows for loss of open space resulting from a proposed development where it 
would be replaced by equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space, sport and recreation facilities within the Borough.  The policy also 
protects open spaces from development unless a number of criteria can be met.  As such open space and 
facilities which would allow residents to partake of increased physical activities to the benefit of local health 
and well-being would be provided in line with the local evidence base.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 
The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space, sport and recreation facilities within the Borough.  As such access to 
recreation and leisure facilities in the Borough should be maintained to an appropriate standard to allow for 
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suitable access for all residents and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 

+ 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  Open spaces in Oadby and Wigston are also to be 
protected from development unless certain criteria are met.  The provision of open spaces in the Borough is 
seen as being important for allowing improved local community cohesion by supporting areas in which cross 
community activities and informal interactions can take place.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+? 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  Open spaces in Oadby and Wigston are also to be 
protected from development unless certain criteria are met.  This approach would therefore result in the 
protection and maintenance in quality of areas such as parks and formal gardens and country parks in the 
Borough which may help to improve the setting of local heritage assets and contribute to local character in 
general.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain 
dependent upon the specific design of new open space provision and its location in relation to heritage 
assets. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  Open spaces in Oadby and Wigston are also to be 
protected from development unless certain criteria are met.  These areas (particularly natural and semi-
natural open spaces) may act to provide important habitats for local wildlife and allow for connectivity 
between biodiversity sites.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

++ The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  Open spaces in Oadby and Wigston are also to be 
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protected from development unless certain criteria are met.  The policy also requires that open space, sport 
and recreational facilities should seek to have positive impacts on landscape form.  A significant positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. + 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  Open spaces in Oadby and Wigston are also to be 
protected from development unless certain criteria are met.  These areas will act to allow for the continued 
infiltration of surface water in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy requires that open space, sport and recreational facilities are located close to their intended 
population catchment areas and are accessible by a choice of transport modes other than the private car.  
This approach is expected to help to reduce the number of journeys made by private car in the Borough and 
thus help to improve local air quality.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy requires that open space, sport and recreational facilities are located close to their intended 
population catchment areas and are accessible by a choice of transport modes other than the private car.  
This approach is expected to help to reduce the number of journeys made by private car in the Borough and 
thus help to limit the greenhouse gas emissions locally to the benefit of helping to prevent climate change.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  As such the provision of open spaces at a level to meet 
local agreed requirements in Oadby and Wigston may help to maintain and enhance its unique character.  
This approach is likely to encourage people to live in the Borough as well as promoting it as an area to invest 
in.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

+ 
The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  Such areas may act as spaces for lifelong learning and 
education thus supplementing traditional education facilities in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is 
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therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy requires that the quantity requirements set out in the supporting text are used in relation to the 
appropriate provision of open space in the Borough.  The provision of new and the maintenance of existing 
open spaces in the Borough which are of a high quality may help to encourage economic development and 
local investment.  As such increased employment opportunities locally may result and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. + 

The policy requires that all open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields are 
protected from development unless certain criteria are met.  This would take in a number of different 
designations and sizeable portion of the Borough which would be protected from being developed upon.  This 
approach may therefore result in development being steered to previously developed brownfield sites in the 
Borough.  As such, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy requires that open space, sport and recreational facilities are located close to their intended 
population catchment areas and are accessible by a choice of transport modes other than the private car.  
This approach is expected to help to improve accessibility to these types of facilities for local residents who 
do not have a car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy requires that open space, sport and recreational facilities are located close to their intended 
population catchment areas and are accessible by a choice of transport modes other than the private car.  As 
such this approach is likely to encourage residents to make use of sustainable modes of transport and the 
local public rights of way network to a greater extent.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
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1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

++ 

The policy requires that proposals for large scale development and / or change in the Borough must 
incorporate high quality public realm on-site and / or contribute towards public realm improvements off site.  
Provision for public realm must make use of materials and design which are of the highest standards.  This 
approach should directly help to improve the aesthetic quality and local character of the Borough and as such 
help to protect and enhance the significance of historic assets and their settings.  A significant positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 
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9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that proposals for large scale development and / or change in the Borough must 
incorporate high quality public realm on-site and / or contribute towards public realm improvements off site.  
This may include hard and soft landscaping which may help to conserve and enhance the landscape character 
of the Borough.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. + 

The policy requires that proposals for large scale development and / or change in the Borough must 
incorporate high quality public realm on-site and / or contribute towards public realm improvements off site.  
The supporting text of the policy highlights that this type of provision presents an opportunity to replace 
existing impermeable hard standing and surfaces with permeable materials and to incorporate Sustainable 
Drainage Systems.  This would help to reduce flood risk in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy requires that all development which is to impact upon the public realm must ensure that 
pedestrian movement is prioritised over other modes of transport.  As such this approach may help to limit 
the number of journeys undertaken by private car in Oadby and Wigston which would help to reduce the 
release of transport related pollutants.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy requires that all development which is to impact upon the public realm must ensure that 
pedestrian movement is prioritised over other modes of transport.  As such this approach may help to limit 
the number of journeys undertaken by private car in Oadby and Wigston which would help to reduce 
emission of greenhouse gases and local contribution to climate change.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy requires that proposals for large scale development and / or change in the Borough must 
incorporate high quality public realm on-site and / or contribute towards public realm improvements off site.  
The policy will make use of developer contributions  to ensure appropriate levels of contribution are obtained 
for wider public realm improvements within the Borough’s centres.  As such an improvement to local 
character and attractiveness may encourage people to live and work in the Borough as well as local 
investment particularly through promotion of town centres’ vitality and viability.  A minor positive effect is 
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therefore expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy requires that proposals for large scale development and / or change in the Borough must 
incorporate high quality public realm on-site and / or contribute towards public realm improvements off site.  
The policy will make use of developer contributions to ensure appropriate levels of contribution are obtained 
for wider public realm improvements within the Borough’s centres.  As such this policy may help to 
encourage repeat visits by shoppers to these locations to the benefit of local vitality and viability which would 
help to encourage local economic investment.  This may help to deliver employment opportunities in the 
Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires that public realm delivered in the Borough makes use of materials and design which are 
of the highest standards.  This policy addresses the aesthetic quality of public realm more than use of 
innovative materials, which may prove more sustainable in terms of energy retention for example (although 
it may provide design to incorporate trees which may help to reduce the potential for heat islands in urban 
locations etc.).  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy requires that all development which is to impact upon the public realm must ensure that 
pedestrian movement is prioritised over other modes of transport.  As such this approach may result in 
places which are more accessible to residents without a car and therefore a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy requires that all development which is to impact upon the public realm must ensure that 
pedestrian movement is prioritised over other modes of transport.  As such this approach may help to limit 
the number of journeys undertaken by private car in Oadby and Wigston and thus encourage a modal shift 
locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. ++ 

The policy requires that all new residential development contributes to the delivery of a mix of dwelling 
types, tenures and sizes to meet the identified need of the communities within the Borough.  New residential 
development should demonstrate how it contributes to the delivering the appropriate housing mix for the 
Borough as set out in the Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment.  As such a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that new housing should provide sufficient space for kitchen, dining and living facilities.  
This will help to encourage healthy living amongst residents for example by allowing residents to cook and 
eat at home.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy requires that all new residential development contributes to the delivery of a mix of dwelling 
types, tenures and sizes to meet the identified need of the communities within the Borough.  New residential 
development should demonstrate how it contributes to the delivering the appropriate housing mix for the 
Borough as set out in the Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment.  The policy would also 
support the provision of housing to meet specific needs such as student accommodation, elderly care 
accommodation and retirement accommodation.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy requires that all residential proposals reflect the character of the area in which they are located.  It 
also specifically addresses the sub-division of plots in the Borough stating that those which would be 
considered to be ‘out of character’ within a locale ware to be refused.  As such the policy is expected to help 
protect the setting of heritage assets in the Borough and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective.  

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that all residential proposals reflect the character of the area in which they are located.  It 
also specifically addresses the sub-division of plots in the Borough stating that those which would be 
considered to be ‘out of character’ within a locale ware to be refused.  As such the policy is expected to help 
protect the local landscape character in relation to the provision of new housing in Oabdy and Wigston and a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy supports the development of bungalows, student halls of residence, specialist care 
accommodation, elderly care accommodation and retirement accommodation.  This type of development is to 
be provided in appropriate sustainable locations.  As such this approach may locate certain development in 
areas which are accessible to services, facilities and sustainable transport nodes and therefore may reduce 
the need to travel by private car in the Borough.  As such transport related pollutants released in the 
Borough may be reduced and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy supports the development of bungalows, student halls of residence, specialist care 
accommodation, elderly care accommodation and retirement accommodation.  This type of development is to 
be provided in appropriate sustainable locations.  As such this approach may locate certain development in 
areas which are accessible to services, facilities and sustainable transport nodes and therefore may reduce 
the need to travel by private car in the Borough.  As such the Borough’s contribution to climate change may 
be reduced and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy supports the development of bungalows, student halls of residence, specialist care 
accommodation, elderly care accommodation and retirement accommodation.  This type of development is to 
be provided in appropriate sustainable locations.  As such this approach may locate certain development in 
areas which are accessible to services, facilities and sustainable transport nodes without the need for a car.  
A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy supports the development of bungalows, student halls of residence, specialist care 
accommodation, elderly care accommodation and retirement accommodation.  This type of development is to 
be provided in appropriate sustainable locations.  As such this approach may locate certain development in 
areas which are accessible to services, facilities and sustainable transport nodes as such encouraging 
journeys to be undertaken by active and more sustainable modes of transport.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 12 Housing Density 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing + The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 845 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas is required to 
be built at higher densities.  In light of the small size and limited availability of land in the Borough, this 
approach should result in relatively high density housing development generally which will increase the 
provision of housing to meet local needs.  Given that more central areas would be able to provide access to 
more services this approach should help to locate higher levels of new homes near to essential services and 
facilities.  The policy also considers the potential impacts of density on the viability, character and design of 
residential schemes to be demonstrated by independent assessment.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. + 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and district 
centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these centres 
but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those outside of 
the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be required to be 
provided at higher densities.  Given that these areas would provide nearby access to services and facilities it 
may encourage the increased numbers of residents in these locations to use more active modes of transport 
to access them.  Providing higher density at central locations would also allow this increased number of local 
residents to access healthcare facilities which are likely to be located in these areas.  A minor positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  These areas would be likely to provide nearby access to 
community and leisure services so more people would be easily able to access those facilities and a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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and deprived people. 
6) To promote racial harmony and 

create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+/-? 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  This approach would help to maintain the existing character of 
the Borough in terms of preserving the town centres as the more highly developed areas.  Requiring higher 
levels of development in these locations may, however, mean there is more potential for new development to 
adversely impact on the built environment, heritage assets and their settings which are found towards the 
town centre locations.  Overall a mixed effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  As the policy 
requires that consideration for character and design in relation to the delivery of the optimum density of 
housing through an appropriate assessment the negative effect is uncertain. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy sets out required densities for sites in town centres and outside the centres.  Residential 
development is required to be provided at higher densities at more central areas (Wigston town centre or 
Oadby district centre) while at areas outside of these central areas the density required would be lower.  This 
approach would help to reduce the need for development on greenfield land and could help to maintain areas 
of open space within less central development sites – this could benefit biodiversity by providing habitat and 
improving connectivity.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities while at areas outside of these central areas the density required 
would be lower.  This approach would help to reduce the potential for less compact local urban form and the 
need for development on greenfield land.  As such this could help to prevent coalescence between local 
settlements and also limit development in rural areas which are more likely to be vulnerable to change in 
terms of local landscape character.  The policy also considers the potential impacts of density on the viability, 
character and design of residential schemes to be demonstrated by independent assessment which would 
likely help to protect local landscape character.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
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10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities while at areas outside of these central areas the density required 
would be lower.  This approach would help to reduce the potential for less compact local urban form and the 
need for development upon greenfield land.  The preservation of local greenfield land would help to facilitate 
surface water infiltration in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  These areas would be likely to provide more people with 
convenient access to a higher number of services and facilities as well as sustainable transport links, meaning 
residents would be required to make fewer journeys by private car and pollutants released by this mode of 
transport could be limited.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  These areas would be likely to provide more people with nearby 
access to a higher number of services and facilities as well as sustainable transport links meaning residents 
would be required to make journeys by private car to lesser extent and greenhouse gases released by this 
mode of transport could be limited.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these areas would provide more people with nearby 
access to education facilities a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these areas would provide more people with nearby 
access to employment sites and sustainable transport links which might provide access to other employment 
opportunities further afield, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

++ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  Providing for a higher but still appropriate level of density in 
terms of new development in the Borough is seen as a more efficient use of land.  As this policy would 
directly encourage more efficient use of land and may also reduce the development of greenfield land in the 
Borough a significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 

++ 
The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
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by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these areas would provide more people with nearby 
access to essential services and facilities as well as employment sites and sustainable transport links 
particularly to the benefit of those without a car as well as older people and those with disabilities a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy sets out the highest required densities for sites over 0.3ha in the town centre of Wigston and 
district centres of Oadby and South Wigston.  Those development sites over 0.3ha which are outside of these 
centres but still within the Leicester PUA would be required to be delivered at a higher density than those 
outside of the PUA.  As such residential development which is provided at more central areas would be 
required to be provided at higher densities.  Given that these areas would provide more people with nearby 
access to sustainable transport links which may encourage their use by residents a minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 13 Affordable Housing 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

++ 

The policy requires a level of affordable housing in the Borough to be delivered in line with the Affordable 
Housing Viability Assessment 2016.  Minimum targets for the provision of affordable homes specific to 
Oadby, Wigston (including Kilby Bridge) and South Wigston in response to the evidence in the Assessment 
have been set.  This approach would be applied to schemes which provide for 11 or more new dwellings in 
line with national guidance.  As such, smaller residential development schemes in the Borough would 
maintain their viability given that they would be exempt.  Where larger schemes can be independently 
demonstrated as being unviable as a result of this requirement, alternative approaches to the delivery of this 
policy’s aims will be considered.  This approach would result in an appropriate level of affordable housing (to 
include starter homes within this definition) being provided locally and would also help to prevent any 
reduction in the provision of homes to meet need in the Borough.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy requires a level of affordable housing in the Borough to be delivered in line with the Affordable 
Housing Viability Assessment 2016.  Minimum targets for the provision of affordable homes specific to 
Oadby, Wigston (including Kilby Bridge) and South Wigston in response to the evidence in the Assessment 
have been set.  This approach would be applied to schemes which provided for 11 or more new dwellings in 
line with national guidance.  Homes to meet the needs of specific groups in the Borough will provided at 
larger development schemes at levels which are in line with the evidence of the Affordable Housing Viability 
Assessment 2016.  As such, although some schemes would be exempt, affordable housing (to include starter 
homes within this definition) at levels to help meet specific local need and address deprivation locally will 
provided in the Borough meaning a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. ++ 

The policy encourages the provision of Self Build and Custom Build serviced plots at residential developments 
which provide 11 dwellings or more.  At smaller scale sites within the urban area of the Borough, the Council 
will consider the provision of Self Build and Custom Build serviced plots.  This approach will allow specific 
housing need in the Borough in terms of housing mix which might not be met through larger developer-
driven schemes to be provided for.  As such, gaps in the local housing market would be addressed in this 
manner and the stock of dwellings in the Borough would therefore be more appropriate for local needs.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy encourages the provision of Self Build and Custom Build serviced plots at residential developments 
which provide 11 dwellings or more.  At smaller scale sites within the urban area of the Borough the Council 
will consider the provision of Self Build and Custom Build serviced plots.  This approach will allow specific 
housing need in the Borough in terms of housing mix which might not be met through larger developer-
driven schemes to be provided for.  As such specific groups (such as older people and those with disabilities 
for example) might have their housing needs met by this type of provision and a minor positive effect on this 
SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 15 Urban Infill Development 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
The supporting text recognises the important contribution development of this type can make to residential 
use in the Borough.  As such the policy will allow for residential development which might otherwise not have 
been acceptable in the Borough and would help to meet local housing requirements.  A minor positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing health 
care facilities and recreational facilities which may encourage healthier lifestyle choices.  Locating 
development in close proximity to existing services and employment opportunities in the urban areas may 
also encourage residents to use more active modes of transport when accessing these provisions.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
community and leisure facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+ 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Such new developments are to be of a high quality of design and should make use of materials that are 
consistent with the character of the area and the existing properties in the direct area.  The policy also states 
that development proposals that would ‘over develop’ a site would not be acceptable.  The policy should help 
to protect local character and the significance of historic assets and their settings where urban infill 
development takes place and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+/- 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
This type of development has the potential to adversely impact upon local landscape character through loss 
of openness and potential contribution to settlement coalescence.  The policy however requires that where 
development would take place on residential garden land or any other open amenity space around buildings 
it is to be informed by the Council’s Landscape Character Assessment.  As such the policy would allow for a 
level urban infill development but would also help to limit the most adverse impacts of this type of 
development on local landscape character.  Overall a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is 
expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
services and facilities as well as employment opportunities and public transport nodes.  As such, residents 
may be encouraged to make use of more active and sustainable modes of transport over private car use 
when accessing these provisions.  The policy would therefore help to reduce the release of transport related 
pollutants in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
services and facilities as well as employment opportunities and public transport nodes.  As such, residents 
may be encouraged to make use of more active and sustainable modes of transport over private car use 
when accessing these provisions.  The policy would therefore help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the 
Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
education facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
employment opportunities as well as public transport nodes which may provide access to employment 
opportunities further afield.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

+ 
The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Although the policy also allows for development on greenfield land, the policy gives specific support for infill 
development of high quality design on previously developed land.  As such existing buildings and 
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infrastructure on such sites may be re-used as part of such developments of and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

++ 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
services and facilities as well as public transport nodes and employment opportunities.  This would improve 
the level of access to every day needs residents without a car would have and would be of particular benefit 
to specific groups which might otherwise be relatively deprived such as those with disabilities and older 
people.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy allows for urban infill development in situations where a number of criteria have been satisfied.  
Development provided in this manner would be more likely to be located in close proximity to existing 
services and facilities as well as employment opportunities and public transport nodes.  As such residents 
may be encouraged to make use of more active and sustainable modes of transport over private car use 
when accessing these provisions.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 16 Gypsy and Traveller Site Provision 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy requires that the Council identifies sufficient land to accommodate need for Gypsies and Travellers 
should evidence suggest a need to do so.  This approach would provide certainty in relation to the provision 
of accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers in the Borough.  The supporting text of the policy identifies that 
need for the Borough for this type of accommodation is currently zero as per the findings of the Gypsies’ and 
Travellers’ Accommodation Needs Assessment.   As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 

+ 
The policy requires that land for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be accessible to essential local services 
and facilities including GP surgeries.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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health services. 
3) To provide better opportunities 

for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy requires that land for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be accessible to essential local services 
and facilities.  This is likely to include community and leisure facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+ The policy requires that pitches for Gypsies and Travellers do not have adverse impacts on areas of historic 
or heritage interest.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. + 

The policy requires that pitches for Gypsies and Travellers do not have adverse impacts on environmentally 
sensitive areas.  This is taken to include biodiversity and geodiversity sites and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+ The policy requires that pitches for Gypsies and Travellers do not have adverse impacts on areas of 
landscape character importance.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 
The policy requires that pitches for Gypsies and Travellers are not located within Flood Zones 2 or 3.  As such 
this policy should help to reduce the number of properties which are at risk of flooding in the Borough.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 
The policy states that sites for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be located in areas which are accessible to 
local services and facilities and also should be within or adjacent to the Leicester and Leicestershire Principal 
Urban Area.  As such this approach should help reduce the need for journeys to be undertaken by private car 
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from these sites and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. + 

The policy requires that pitches for Gypsies and Travellers are served by sewage services / facilities.  As such 
this approach should help to reduce the potential for pollution of land in the Borough given that occupants 
will be provided with appropriate systems to accommodate disposal of waste water and sewage.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy states that sites for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be located in areas which are accessible to 
local services and facilities and also should be within or adjacent to the Leicester and Leicestershire Principal 
Urban Area.  As such this approach should help reduce the need for journeys to be undertaken by private car 
from these sites which would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions locally.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

+ The policy requires that land for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be accessible to essential local services 
and facilities including schools.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy states that sites for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be located within or adjacent to the 
Leicester and Leicestershire Principal Urban Area.  As such these locations will provide a higher level of 
access to employment opportunities particularly when compared to more rural locations.  As such a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires that pitches for Gypsies and Travellers are incorporated and integrated into the 
surrounding area through high quality design.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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recycling recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy states that sites for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be located in areas which are accessible to 
local services and facilities and also should be within or adjacent to the Leicester and Leicestershire Principal 
Urban Area.  As such this approach should make services and facilities more accessible from new Gypsy and 
Traveller sites; particularly for those who do not have a car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy states that sites for Gypsy and Traveller pitches should be located in areas which are accessible to 
local services and facilities and also should be within or adjacent to the Leicester and Leicestershire Principal 
Urban Area.  As such this approach should help reduce the need for journeys to be undertaken by private car 
from these sites and may encourage the use of public transport links and more active modes of transport.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 17 Kilby Bridge Settlement Envelope 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. ++ 

The policy would support small scale residential development (up to 40 new additional homes) within the 
settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  Residential development at this location should be delivered at 30 
dwellings per hectare and would be required to provide a range of housing types, unit sizes and tenures.  As 
such this policy would help to provide new homes to meet the housing needs of the Borough and would also 
help to meet specific requirements of different local groups given that a range of housing types, unit sizes 
and tenures would be included as a part of new development.  A significant positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. + 

The policy would support small scale residential development (up to 40 new additional homes) within the 
settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  The policy also supports the enhancement of the local economy through 
the delivery of small scale leisure and recreation development, which may result in development which helps 
to encourage more active and healthier lifestyles amongst residents.  The settlement envelope is also 
adjacent to the footpath which runs alongside the route of the Grand Union Canal.  As such people who take 
up new residential properties which may be provided within the settlement envelope may make use of this 
route to the benefit of local health.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ The policy would support small scale development within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  This is to 
include small scale leisure and recreation development and as such this approach may result in the provision 
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of a small amount of new local facilities which residents might make use of.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy would support small scale residential development (up to 40 new additional homes) within the 
settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  Residential development at this location would be required to provide a 
range of housing types, unit sizes and tenures.  As such the policy may result in the provision of new homes 
which may help to meet the needs specific local groups (such as older people or people with disabilities) and 
therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+? 

The policy requires that new development within the settlement envelope takes account of the distinctive 
character of the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area while delivering a well-designed scheme which will 
complement the area which is a gateway in the Borough.  The policy also highlights that residential 
development (which is to be limited to up to 40 new homes within the settlement envelope) should be 
considerate of local historic character.  Developers are also encouraged to submit detailed Masterplans for 
new schemes which detail mitigation of potential impacts of the development and as such a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective.  However, given that the majority of land within the Kilby Bridge 
Settlement Envelope is part of the Grand Union Canal Conservation Area and the northern part of the 
settlement envelope is within close proximity to a scheduled monument and Area of Archaeological Potential, 
these effects are uncertain.  Effects will depend on the exact location and design of development. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+/-- 

The policy would support small scale development within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  There are 
a number of biodiversity and geodiversity designations (including a Regionally Important Geological Site, 
Barn Pool Meadow Local Wildlife Site, Grand Union Canal Local Wildlife Site and Kilby-Foxton Site of Special 
Scientific Interest) within close proximity to this area.  The policy requires that access to the SSSI is retained 
and enhanced meaning recreational pressures on wildlife or habitat damage/fragmentation may result at this 
location.  The policy encourages the production of detailed Masterplans to help to mitigation of potential 
impacts, which is taken to include adverse effects on biodiversity and geodiversity.  As such a mixed effect 
(minor positive/significant negative) is likely on this SA objective. 
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9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 

The policy would support small scale development (residential development is to be limited to up to 40 
homes) within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  The area within the settlement envelope consists of 
brownfield land, some of which appears to be underused.  As such, development could help regenerate parts 
of the settlement.  The policy would also contain development within the settlement envelope boundaries and 
requires that all development proposals take account of the rural landscape and views across open 
countryside.  All new development should retain the distinctive landscape character through designing 
attractive schemes.  The policy also encourages the production of detailed Masterplans to support new 
schemes which should help to protect local landscape character particularly considering that mitigation of 
potential impacts of the development is expected to be detailed within such documents.  An overall 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 

The policy would support small scale development within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  The area 
within the boundaries of the settlement envelope contains a very small area of Flood Zone 2 and Flood Zone 
3.  It is expected that this area of high flood risk can be avoided by any development which is proposed in 
the future given that the planning application process would require this to be addressed and that the 
supporting text of the policy requires that proposals at this location would be supported by consultation with 
the Environment Agency and by a Flood Risk Assessment.  The area within the settlement envelope is 
brownfield land containing either existing buildings or hard standings and therefore providing for more 
development at this location is unlikely to result in a significant increase in impermeable surfaces in the 
Borough.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

- 

The policy would support small scale development (residential development is to be limited to up to 40 
homes) within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  At present the settlement does not provide access to 
a high number of services.  Some additional services may be provided within the settlement envelope but 
these are likely to be limited to small scale leisure and recreation development.  A number of employment 
opportunities may also be provided as ‘starter’ units for suitable rural businesses as supported by the policy 
but these are likely to be limited in quantity and variety.  Most residents will therefore need to access 
Wigston for their daily needs.  This urban area is separated from Kilby Bridge by a small area of countryside 
to the north.  There are currently no bus stops within the village envelope and the busy A5199 provides 
access to services and facilities to the north.  As such residents are likely to undertake most journeys by car 
to the detriment of local air quality and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

- 

The policy would support small scale development (residential development is to be limited to up to 40 
homes) within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  At present the settlement does not provide access to 
high number of services.  Some additional services may be provided within the settlement envelope but 
these are likely to be limited to small scale leisure and recreation development.  A number of employment 
opportunities may also be provided as ‘starter’ units for suitable rural businesses as supported by the policy 
but these are likely to be limited in quantity and variety.  Most residents will therefore need to access 
Wigston for their daily needs.  This urban area is separated from Kilby Bridge by a small area of countryside 
to the north.  There is currently no bus stop within the settlement envelope and the busy A5199 provides 
access to services and facilities to the north.  As such residents are likely to undertake most journeys by car 
which is likely to increase local greenhouse gas emissions and the Borough’s contribution to climate change.  
A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

+? 

The policy would support small scale development (residential development is to be limited to up to 40 
homes) within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  The settlement does not currently provide access to 
a school or other education facility.  Wigston Thythorn Fields County Primary School on Bideford Close is 
however located within close proximity of Kilby Bridge.  Considering that only small scale residential 
development will be allowed for within the envelope it is not expected that new residential development 
supported at the settlement would place undue pressure on this facility and therefore a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective.  The positive effect is uncertain given that accessibility to the school will be 
dependent upon school places being available which is unknown at this stage. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy would support small scale development within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  The 
supporting text states that potential opportunities exist for small-scale scale leisure and tourism at this 
location, particularly given that the settlement is located along the route of the Grand Union Canal.  The 
policy allows development which would support this type of growth given that it seeks to protect the existing 
local economy, as well as to enhance it through delivering small scale outdoor leisure, recreation and tourism 
options.  In addition the incorporation of small scale ‘starter’ units for suitable rural businesses is to be 
considered within the settlement envelope.  As such appropriate small-scale local economic growth which 
would help to foster a small number of employment opportunities in the settlement will be supported through 
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this policy and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. + 

The policy would support small scale development within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  Land 
within the envelope is brownfield, meaning there may be potential for the re-use of buildings or materials 
currently onsite.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

+ 

The policy would support small scale development within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  The policy 
encourages the submission of detailed Masterplans and early engagement with the Council to support new 
schemes within the envelope.  Masterplan documents are expected to detail the design and layout of the 
scheme as well as an appreciation for how the wider issues including transport, accessibility and mitigation of 
potential impacts will be taken into account.  This approach may encourage higher standards of design to be 
incorporated into new schemes and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

- 

The policy would support small scale development (residential development is to be limited to up to 40 
homes) within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  At present the settlement does not provide access to 
a high number of services and is not served by a bus stop.  Access to Wigston to the north where most 
services and facilities are located is via the busy A5199.  As such development at this location may provide 
those without a car access to a reduced number of facilities and services.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+/- 

The policy would support small scale development (residential development is to be limited to up to 40 
homes) within the settlement envelope of Kilby Bridge.  At present the settlement does not provide access to 
a large number of services and is not served by a bus stop.  Access to Wigston to the north where most 
services and facilities are located is via the busy A5199.  A footpath is accessible to the south of Kilby Bridge 
along the route of the Grand Union Canal and this PRoW may be used most likely for recreational use.  As 
such a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 
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Policy 18 Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area and Oadby Cemetery Allocation 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. ++ 

The policy would support the provision of at least 300 new homes, of which 30% should be affordable, within 
the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area..  The development of a range of housing types, unit sizes 
and tenures is to be supported and the development should include provision for Self-Build and Custom Build 
plots, if there is an established need.  It is therefore expected that this policy and allocation would directly 
help to meet the specific housing needs of the Borough.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+/-? 

The Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is not located in close proximity of any public healthcare 
facilities (although Spire Hospital is located in close proximity of the site, it is a private hospital).  The 
supporting text of the policy notes that historically the area has been within a Green Wedge but that the 
Council’s most recent Green Wedge Review has identified the Direction for Growth area as potential release 
land.  As such development may result in reduced access to open space at this location.  However, any 
adverse impact on the countryside and surrounding Green Wedge is required by the policy to be addressed 
through appropriate design and therefore significant adverse impacts on access to these features are likely to 
be prevented and a minor negative uncertain effect has been identified.  This minor negative effect is 
expected to be combined with a minor positive effect, as the area is located within close proximity of an area 
of natural greenspace by Manor Road which may supplement local opportunities for recreational activities.  
The policy requires that onsite open space, consisting of allotments, sports pitches, play areas and structural 
landscaping in accordance with the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities policy is delivered as part as 
the development which may encourage more active lifestyles among residents.      An overall mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

++ 

While the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is not currently located within close proximity of any 
existing community or leisure facilities the policy text requires that off-site contribution towards an existing 
and / or new community facility be made to support the development.  Furthermore the policy would allow 
for the provision of an extension to an existing cemetery in the Borough.  This provision would help to 
promote local access to community facilities and also provide further land for cemetery uses, which are 
currently approaching capacity.  Given the importance of such facilities in terms of the acting to provide a 
community function a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local + The policy would support the provision of residential development (at least 300 homes) at the Stoughton 

Grange Direction for Growth area.  It is required that 30% of the 300 new homes delivered would be 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

affordable homes and that Self Build and Custom Build plots are provided to meet any identified need.  
Development at this location is to provide a range of housing types, including bungalows and flats.  As such 
the policy would help to provide for needs of specific groups in the Borough.  This may include homes which 
are suitable for older people (for example lifetime homes) and young growing families.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+/-- 

The development at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is required by the policy to be well 
designed and high quality and should be guided by a detailed Masterplan.  Development at this location is 
required to be designed as to conserve and better reveal the historic significance of the site and this 
approach is expected to limit the potential for adverse impacts on the surrounding historic environment 
meaning a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The area is however surrounded by a 
number of designated heritage assets the significance of which may be adversely impacted upon by any 
development at this location.  Grade II Listed Buildings Lodge Cottage, Grange Cottage and South Lodge are 
adjacent to this area at Gartree Road and an Area of Archaeological Potential is located within the site 
boundary to the south of this road.  Earthworks at Stoughton Grange and Dam's Spinney and Stoughton 
Grange Mansion are monuments located to the north east and east of the site respectively.   Harborough 
District Stoughton Conservation Area also lies to the north east.  The supporting text of the policy identifies 
that development should to account of and preserve these identified heritage assets.  As such although 
development at this location may have a significant negative effect on this surrounding historic environment 
considering its close proximity mitigation is likely to be incorporated into any scheme which is promoted.  An 
overall mixed effect (minor positive/significant negative) is therefore likely on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+/-- 

The development at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is to be guided by a detailed Masterplan 
which would likely help to identify and mitigate adverse impacts on local assets of importance in terms of 
their biodiversity.  Furthermore the policy requires that new the development would be sensitive to its 
surroundings and would not have a detrimental impact on the surrounding Green Wedge and Countryside.  
As such impacts on local biodiversity and geodiversity should be suitably addressed during the development 
process.  Although the area has historically been located within a Green Wedge, which helps support 
important habitats locally, most of the area to the north of Gartree Road which is to be developed is 
brownfield land.  The larger part of the site, which lies to the south of Gartree road, is greenfield land.  The 
most recent Green Wedge Review has identified the Direction for Growth area as potential release land.  The 
area is however located in close proximity to a number of biodiversity features which are likely to be 
adversely impacted upon by any development.  In particular, Stackyard Spinney Local Wildlife Site falls 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
almost entirely within the boundaries of the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area to the south of 
Gartree Road.  Furthermore the Local Wildlife Sites Roadside near Stoughton Farm Park, Oadby, and 
Leicestershire Golf Course are adjacent to the land at Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area.  The 
minor positive effect is therefore likely to be combined with a significant negative effect. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+/- 

The development at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is to be guided by a detailed Masterplan 
which would likely help to identify and mitigate adverse impacts on local assets identified in terms of their 
landscape character.  As such, the potential for adverse impacts on the surrounding landscape are likely to 
be minimised.  The land at Stoughton Grange has historically been within an area of designated countryside 
and a Green Wedge.  Although the northern part of the land to be developed is brownfield land, the larger 
part to the south of Gartree Road is greenfield land.  Whilst the greenfield part of the site helps to contribute 
to the rural character of the surrounding area, it is somewhat contained by the Gartree Road to the north and 
Stoughton Road to the east.  Given that a large part of this area (over 15ha) consists of greenfield land, 
development which has historically been part of the Green Wedge development at this location may have an 
adverse impact on the Green Wedge’s overall character and the sense of openness at this location in 
particular.  In addition, intensification of existing development in the northern part of the area may also have 
negative effects on the landscape.  The policy however requires that development at this location would be 
complementary to the existing surroundings and sensitive to existing landscape features and furthermore the 
provision of a cemetery extension on part of the site would have less significant adverse impacts in terms of 
loss of openness.  An overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) is therefore likely on this SA 
objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

- 

As per the supporting text of the policy for the development at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth 
area the Environment Agency’s Flood Zone maps indicate that the northern most part of the site is at risk of 
flooding, and land within Flood Zone 3 is located beyond the development boundary in this direction.  It is 
expected that this area of flood risk can be avoided by any development which is proposed in the future 
given that the planning application process would require this to be addressed.  However, the majority of the 
area that would be included for potential development at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area 
(i.e. the land to the south of Gartree Road) is greenfield land and therefore development at this location is 
likely to result in a significant increase in impermeable surfaces in the Borough.  A minor negative effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. +/- 

At present, the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area does not provide access to a high number of 
services.  The policy supports the provision of a mix of small scale A1, A2, A3, A4 uses and small craft 
workshops (or similar) where products are produced and sold on site which may provide a limited number of 
shops and services, as well as a small number of employment opportunities.  Most residents will however 
need to access Oadby for their daily needs.  Furthermore the policy safeguards the route of the potential 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
transport route (former Eastern District Distributor Road) which may encourage travel by private motor 
vehicle in the future once construction has been undertaken.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective due to the adverse impact increased local levels of travel may have on local air quality.  
A number of bus stops are located in relatively close proximity to the land at Stoughton Grange by Manor 
Road and by Church Road which may provide access to services at Oadby and further afield by a more 
sustainable mode of transport.  The policy requires the provision of infrastructure (including an appropriate 
number of bus stops and cycle ways and footpaths onsite and offsite as well as off site transport 
infrastructure or financial contributions towards off site transport infrastructure) to meet the needs of 
development, a Masterplan and Transport Assessment as part of any planning application, which would help 
to address transport issues arising from development.  This may also encourage the use of more sustainable 
modes of transport by new residents.  The minor negative effect expected on this SA objective is therefore 
likely to be combined with a minor positive meaning an overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) 
is likely on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+/- 

At present, the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area does not provide access to high number of 
services.  The policy supports the provision of a mix of small scale A1, A2, A3, A4 uses and small craft 
workshops (or similar) where products are produced and sold on site which may provide a limited number of 
shops and services, as well as a small number of employment opportunities.  Most residents will however 
need to access Oadby for their daily needs.  Furthermore the policy safeguards the route of the potential 
transport route (former Eastern District Distributor Road) which may encourage travel by private motor 
vehicle in the future once construction has been undertaken.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective due to the adverse impact increased local levels of travel may have on local air quality.  
A number of bus stops are located in relatively close proximity to the land at Stoughton Grange by Manor 
Road and by Church Road, which may provide access to services at Oadby and further afield by a more 
sustainable mode of transport.  As the policy requires the provision of infrastructure (including an appropriate 
number of bus stops and cycle ways and footpaths onsite and offsite as well as off site transport 
infrastructure or financial contributions towards off site transport infrastructure) to meet the needs of 
development, a Masterplan and Transport Assessment as part of any planning application which would help 
to address transport issues arising from development and may encourage the use of more sustainable modes 
of transport by new residents.  This approach is therefore likely to be of benefit in terms of limiting the 
emissions of greenhouse gases from transport to and from the site.  The minor negative effect expected on 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 869 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
this SA objective is therefore likely to be combined with a minor positive meaning an overall mixed effect 
(minor positive/minor negative) is likely on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy would support the provision of residential (at least 300 homes)  and small scale non-residential 
development to allow for a mix of small scale A1, A2, A3, A4 uses and small craft workshops at the 
Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area.  The provision of at least 300 new homes in close proximity to 
employment provision as well as services and facilities is likely to encourage residents to live and work in the 
Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

While the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is not located within close proximity of any education 
facilities it does require that any development proposal would include an off-site contribution towards new 
education facilities.  As such new residents and those in the surrounding areas would likely have improved 
level of access to education facilities locally and therefore a minor positive effect on this SA objective is 
expected. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision of a mix of small scale A1, A2, A3, A4 uses and small craft workshops (or 
similar) where products are produced and sold on site as part of the development at the Stoughton Grange 
Direction for Growth area.  As such any proposal which comes forward at this location may provide for a 
limited number of new employment opportunities.  These employment opportunities would be provided in 
close proximity to the new residential development at this location and may help to encourage a limited 
amount of local inward investment.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. +/-- 

A small number of brownfield site opportunities currently exist at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth 
area meaning there may be potential for the re-use of buildings or materials currently onsite during the 
construction phase of the development.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  
However, this is mixed with a significant negative effect, as the direction for growth area also includes over 
15ha of greenfield land to the south of Gartree Road.  

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires any development to be provided at the Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area is 
sustainable, well designed and of a high quality.  Furthermore new proposals for this area are expected to be 
supported by the production of a detailed Masterplan which may allow for the further promotion of the 
principles of sustainable design to be incorporated into the development.  As such a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential (at least 300 homes) and small scale non-residential 
development to allow for a mix of small scale A1, A2, A3, A4 uses and small craft workshops at the 
Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area.  The policy identifies that an appropriate number of bus stops 
and associated infrastructure should be delivered as part of any proposal.  The policy also requires that a 
detailed Masterplan is provided to support the development, which would allow for transport issues to be 
identified and addressed appropriately.  The area is already located in relatively close proximity to a number 
of bus stops on Manor Road and on Church Road respectively.  The provision of a limited number of 
employment opportunities and improved public transport links in close proximity to new residential 
development would be of particular benefit to residents who do not have access to a car and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  This minor positive effect is however likely to be 
combined with a minor negative effect given that currently there are no services or facilities located in close 
proximity to the land at Stoughton Grange. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential (at least 300 homes) and small scale non-residential 
development to allow for a mix of small scale A1, A2, A3, A4 uses and small craft workshops at the 
Stoughton Grange Direction for Growth area.  In addition the policy requires that development would deliver 
an appropriate number of bus stops and also provide for cycle ways and footpaths onsite and offsite.  As such 
this approach may help to supplement the bus stops already accessible in relatively close proximity of the 
site on Manor Road and on Church Road respectively.  The site is also located in close proximity to a footpath 
on Gartree Road which also be made use of by residents at this location.  The provision of a limited number 
of employment opportunities and public transport nodes in close proximity to new residential development 
may encourage residents to undertake more journeys by active and sustainable modes of transport to 
services and employment opportunities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  
This minor positive effect is however likely to be combined with a minor negative effect given that currently 
there are no services or facilities located in close proximity of the land at Stoughton Grange. 

Policy 19 Oadby Sewage Treatment Works 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting + The policy would allocate land for employment provision at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works.  The 

development would be provided within close proximity of the GP services available at Oadby Urgent Care 
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synergistic effects) 

healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

Centre and also the open space at the sports ground, allotments and Brocks Hill Country Park to the south 
east.  All of these facilities might be made use of by employees during break times and outside of working 
hours.  Furthermore the policy promotes the provision of cycle ways and footpaths onsite and offsite and 
therefore may help to encourage travel by more active modes of transport which would also be to benefit of 
local public health.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy would allocate land for employment provision at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works.  The 
development would be provided within close proximity of the Parklands Leisure Centre which is to the south 
east.  This facility might be made use of by employees during break times and outside of working hours.  As 
such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

+? 

The policy would allocate land for employment provision at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works.  The policy text 
requires that new development is well-designed and of high quality and that it should be guided by the 
production of a masterplan.  This approach may allow for issues of crime, fear of crime and public safety to 
be considered as part of the design of any new scheme which might come forward.  As such new schemes 
may be designed in such a way as to ‘design-out’ crime through for example the promotion of active 
frontages and appropriate lighting schemes.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective, although this is uncertain as it depends on the exact design and layout of development. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+/-? 

The policy would allocate land for employment provision at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works.  Employment 
development provided at this location is to be well designed and of a high quality and should be guided by a 
masterplan.  As such potential for adverse effects on the surrounding historic environment are likely to be 
identified at an early stage and reduced through appropriate design measures.  The area which is considered 
for development is located within relatively close proximity of two Conservation Areas (London Road and 
Saint Peters and Oadby Court) however, and the development of this area has the potential to adversely 
impact upon the significance of these heritage assets and their settings.  As such the minor positive effect 
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expected on this SA objective is likely to be combined with a minor negative.  The minor negative effect is 
uncertain dependent upon the exact design the employment development which would be provided at this 
location. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+/- 

The policy would allocate land for employment provision at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works.  The text of the 
policy requires that development is to consider impacts upon the surrounding Green Wedge and as such the 
potential for adverse impacts upon habitats and other biodiversity features within this undeveloped area may 
be reduced.  The supporting text of the policy also states that development on this land would be required to 
appropriately assess biodiversity and ecology and provide mitigation if appropriate.  The area allocated for 
development is however in close proximity to areas which have been identified as being important for badger 
setts as well as Oadby Municipal Golf Course Wet Grassland Local Wildlife Site.  As such due to specific 
potential effects on nearby features which are of importance in terms of local biodiversity, an overall mixed 
effect (minor positive/minor positive) is expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+/-? 

The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  The text of the 
policy requires that development is to consider impacts upon the surrounding Green Wedge and as such the 
potential for adverse impacts on the openness of this area is likely to be reduced.  Development at this 
location is to be guided by a masterplan and should be a well-designed and high quality scheme and it is 
expected that this approach would help allow for consideration of potential mitigation in terms of loss of 
openness through appropriate design measures.  The Oadby and Wigston Green Wedge surrounds the area 
on three out of four of its sides however, and although development would form an extension of Kenilworth 
Drive Identified Employment Area the provision of new employment development at this location would 
involve an intensification of development.  As such employment development at this location may potentially 
have significant adverse impacts on the perceived sense of openness and undeveloped nature of this Green 
Wedge.  The minor positive effect expected on this SA objective is therefore likely to be combined with a 
minor negative effect.  The negative effect is uncertain dependent upon the exact design of the development. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. -? 

The most southern portion of the land identified in this policy for allocation for employment use is located 
within Flood Zone 2 and 3 and therefore development at this location may increase the overall level of 
development which is at risk of flooding.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  
The negative effect is uncertain give that it may possible to locate employment development within areas of 
the site which are not at high risk of flooding.  Furthermore the supporting text of the policy requires that 
development of the site would appropriately assess flood risk and provide mitigation if appropriate. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  Development of 
this type is to be considerate of wider issues including accessibility which may allow for sustainable transport 
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measures to be incorporated into area to be developed.  Appropriate numbers of bus stops and associated 
infrastructure and cycle paths and footpaths should be provided as part of the development, which may help 
to reduce travel by private car.  The allocated site is located adjacent to the existing Oadby Industrial Estate 
at Kenilworth Drive and there a number of bus stops which might be used by residents who wish to access 
this area particularly to the east on Brabazon Road.  As such residents may be less inclined to make journeys 
by private car when accessing employment opportunities at this location which may help to reduce the 
release of transport related pollutants locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. + 

The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  As the area current 
contains a sewage treatment works the policy requires that mitigation of potential contamination is taken into 
account when any development proceeds.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded.   

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  Development of 
this type is to be considerate of wider issues including accessibility which may allow for sustainable transport 
measures to be incorporated into area to be developed.  Appropriate numbers of bus stops and associated 
infrastructure and cycle paths and footpaths should be provided as part of the development, which may help 
to reduce travel by private car.  The area in question is located adjacent to the existing Oadby Industrial 
Estate at Kenilworth Drive and there a number of bus stops which might be used by residents who wish to 
access this area particularly to the east on Brabazon Road.  As such residents may be less inclined to make 
journeys by private car when accessing employment opportunities at this location which may help to reduce 
the emission of greenhouse gases and local contribution n to climate change.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded.   

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded.   

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 

++ The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  As such the policy 
would help to provide land at which new employment opportunities could be provided and to allow for local 
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employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

economic growth.  Given that land is adjacent to the existing Oadby Industrial Estate at Kenilworth Drive the 
policy may allow for the expansion of local businesses if required.  This land is also located within relatively 
close proximity of a number of bus stops on Brabazon Road to the east which would allow residents to access 
this employment land with relative ease.  Access to the site is likely to be encouraged through its design 
given that the policy requires that a masterplan be produced to address accessibility and impacts on the local 
highway network.  The policy furthermore requires that appropriate numbers of bus stops and associated 
infrastructure be delivered as part of any development, which is likely to improve accessibility to new 
employment opportunities.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. ++ 

The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  The policy would, 
as such, involve the redevelopment of a large area of brownfield land and therefore a significant positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires any employment development to be provided at the allocated land at Oadby Sewage 
Treatment Works over the course of the Plan period to be sustainable, well designed and of a high quality.  
This approach is to be supported by the production of a masterplan.  As such a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded.   

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. + 

The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  Development of 
this type is to be considerate of wider issues including accessibility which may allow for sustainable transport 
measures to be incorporated into area to be developed.  The policy also requires that development at this 
location would deliver an appropriate number of bus stops and associated infrastructure as well as cycle ways 
and footpaths.  The area in question is located adjacent to the existing Oadby Industrial Estate at Kenilworth 
Drive and there a number of bus stops which might be used by residents who wish to access this area 
particularly to the east on Brabazon Road.  This would be of particular benefit to people without a car and 
those with specific mobility issues (including older people and people with disabilities).  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy would allocate land at Oadby Sewage Treatment Works for employment uses.  Development of 
this type is to be considerate of wider issues including accessibility which may allow for sustainable transport 
measures to be incorporated into area to be developed.  The policy also requires that development at this 
location would deliver an appropriate number of bus stops and associated infrastructure as well as cycle ways 
and footpaths.  The area in question is located adjacent to the existing Oadby Industrial Estate at Kenilworth 
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Drive and there a number of bus stops which might be used by residents who wish to access this area 
particularly to the east on Brabazon Road.  As such employment provision at this location may encourage the 
use of public transport routes in the Borough which may help to encourage a wider modal shift locally.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 20 Wigston Direction for Growth area 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. ++ 

The policy identifies that through the Council’s previous Plan and subsequent granted planning permission, 
‘Phase 1’ of the Direction for Growth area in Wigston is proposed to provide 450 new homes.  Phase 2’, would 
seek to provide a minimum of 550 new homes.  Of  at least 550 new homes provided as part of ‘Phase 2’ 
20% should be affordable.  The provision of Self build and Custom Build plots are also supported at this 
location to meet the identified need at the time of planning application submissions.  As such a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. +? 

The policy requires that open space (including sports pitches and play areas) in accordance with the Open 
Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities policy of the Local Plan is provided on-site within the Wigston Direction 
for Growth.  Existing open space (three football pitches and a children’s and young people’s space) is 
provided in close proximity to this area between Horsewell Lane and Welford Lane to the north west.  There 
are currently no healthcare centres in close proximity to the site however, and the policy does not make 
specific reference to requirements to provide new facilities of this type.  The policy does state however that 
infrastructure required to bring the site forward sustainably should be provided as part of the Wigston 
Direction for Growth.  It is assumed that this may include social infrastructure such as healthcare facilities.  
An uncertain minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

++ 

Residential properties provided within the Wigston Direction for Growth would be located within 500m of 
Horsewell Lane Pavilion and Recreation Ground which is located to the west.  Furthermore the policy supports 
the provision of a new community facility building (including changing facilities) as part of the development of 
this area.  The policy also states that any other associated infrastructure required to bring the site forward 
sustainably is to be provided on site.  This is taken to include social infrastructure such as new community or 
leisure facilities.  As such an overall significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy allocates further land to expand the current Wigston Direction for Growth area.  This expansion is 
to be undertaken in line with a detailed masterplan which is likely to allow for appropriate design 
considerations to ‘design-out’ crime.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy would deliver a sizeable number of affordable houses as part of ‘Phase 2’ of the Direction for 
Growth.  As such it would help those who are eligible for affordable housing) to gain access to the housing 
market in the Borough and reduce local deprivation.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

--? 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Direction for Growth (‘Phase 2’ would 
provide for 550 new homes and at least 2.5ha of employment land).  The area is located in relatively close 
proximity of The Lanes Conservation Area and Grand Union Canal Conservation Area which are to the north 
west and south respectively.  The area is also within close proximity of two Areas of Archaeological Potential.  
As such development of this area may potentially have adverse impacts on the significance of setting of the 
identified Conservation Area as well as the areas which may be important in terms of local archaeology and 
therefore a significant negative effect is expected on this SA objective.  Given the area of greenfield land 
which is to be lost and high level of development which is to be provided at this location it may be difficult to 
mitigate any adverse effects on the surrounding historic environment.  The negative effect is uncertain given 
that the design of the development (which is to be delivered in line with a detailed masterplan) may allow for 
the enhancement of the Conservation Area and excavation of archaeological remains may be undertaken in 
advance of this development to prevent loss of or damage to local archaeological findings. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

--? 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Direction for Growth (‘Phase 2’ would 
provide for 550 new homes and at least 2.5ha of employment land) and would involve the loss of a 
significant area of greenfield land.  This area is of importance in terms of local biodiversity and geodiversity.   
Wigston Harcourt: Cooks/Newton Lane Ash 1 candidate Local Wildlife Site, Wigston Harcourt: Cooks/Newton 
Lane Ash 2 candidate Local Wildlife Site, Wigston Harcourt, Cooks Lane hedge candidate Local Wildlife Site, 
Cooks Lane Pasture candidate Local Wildlife Site and Barn Pool Meadow (Cooks Lane grassland) Local Wildlife 
Site are all located wholly or partially within the boundaries of the site.  Kilby-Foxton Canal SSSI is located at 
the other side of the railway line to the south of the site and Foston Gate Meadow Local Wildlife Site is 
located within 65m to the north west of the site.  As such the development of this area may result in the loss 
of, fragmentation of or disturbance to these sites with additional potential for recreational pressures resulting 
given that residential development would be provided in this area.  A significant negative effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that development may allow for the 
incorporation of green infrastructure particularly considering that development is to be delivered in line a 
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detailed masterplan. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. -- 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Direction for Growth (‘Phase 2’ would 
provide for 550 new homes and at least 2.5ha of employment land) and would involve the loss of a 
significant area of greenfield land.  While the development to be guided by a detailed masterplan it is likely 
that its delivery would adversely impact upon the rural character of this area of the Borough and a significant 
negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

-? 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Direction for Growth (‘Phase 2’ would 
provide for 550 new homes and at least 2.5ha of employment land) and would involve the loss of a 
significant area of greenfield land.  As such a large area of land which is capable of allowing for the infiltration 
of surface water in the Borough would be developed upon.  This may increase the level of flood risk locally 
and a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The area within the boundaries of the 
Direction for Growth to the west contains a small area which within Flood Zone 2 and Flood Zone 3 however 
it is expected that it would be possible to provide development while avoiding this area of high flood risk.  
The negative effect is uncertain given that it may be possible to mitigate flood risk as part of the new 
development provided, for example by allowing for SuDS. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential development as well as employment development within 
the Wigston Direction for Growth.  New education facilities, community facilities and a local centre as well as 
other associated infrastructure required to make the site sustainable would be provided.  The policy also 
requires that new development is to be supported by the provision of appropriate numbers of bus stops as 
well as cycle ways and footpaths.  The location of residential development in close proximity to new services 
and employment opportunities in areas where supporting infrastructure is to be provided is likely to 
encourage journeys to be undertaken by alternative modes of transport (for example public transport, 
walking and cycling) which would help to reduce the release of transport related pollutants.  In addition the 
Wigston Direction for Growth is located adjacent to the south eastern edge of Wigston meaning residents 
might use the same alternative modes of transport to access further existing services and facilities.  There 
are also existing bus stops located in close proximity of the land within the Direction for Growth to the west 
at Foston Gate and Guthlaxton Way.  The policy however also supports the provision of a new link road 
through this area, which may make travel by private car more attractive and therefore result in an increase 
in use of private vehicles.  As such the minor positive effect expected on this SA objective is likely to be 
combined with a minor negative effect. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential development as well as employment development within 
the Wigston Direction for Growth.  New education facilities, community facilities and a local centre as well as 
other associated infrastructure required to make the site sustainable would be provided.  The policy also 
requires that new development is to be supported by the provision of appropriate numbers of bus stops as 
well as cycle ways and footpaths.   The location of residential development in close proximity to new services 
and employment opportunities in areas where supporting infrastructure is to be provided is likely to 
encourage journeys to be undertaken by alternative modes of transport (for example public transport, 
walking and cycling) which would help to reduce the release of greenhouse gases and reduce local 
contribution to climate change.  In addition the Wigston Direction for Growth is located adjacent to the south 
eastern edge of Wigston meaning residents might use the same alternative modes of transport to access 
further existing services and facilities.  There are also existing bus stops located in close proximity of the land 
within the Direction for Growth to the west at Foston Gate and Guthlaxton Way.  The policy however also 
supports the provision of a new link road through this area which may result in an increase in use of private 
vehicles.  As such the minor positive effect expected on this SA objective is likely to be combined with a 
minor negative effect. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. ++ 

The provision of a high level of residential and employment development at the Direction for Growth (‘Phase 
2’ would provide for 550 new homes and at least 2.5ha of employment land) in close proximity to each other 
with associated infrastructure and other services also provided may encourage residents to work and live in 
the Borough.  The provision of new employment land will help to encourage local investment and economic 
growth.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. ++ 

The Wigston Direction for Growth is located in close proximity of Thythorn Field Primary School which is to 
the west.  In addition a new Primary School is to be provided as part of any new development at this 
location.  As such a significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The Wigston Direction for Growth as part of its ‘Phase 1’ is to provide 2.5ha of new employment land.  ‘Phase 
2’ is to provide for a further 2.5ha of employment land.  As such new employment opportunities would be 
provided in close proximity to the new residential development which is will delivered within the Wigston 
Direction for Growth.  The land within the Direction for Growth is also located in close proximity to bus stops 
to the west at Foston Gate and Guthlaxton Way which would allow residents to access employment 
opportunities further afield.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. -- 

The policy would involve the development of the area of land which has been identified within the Wigston 
Direction for Growth.  This area is largely located on greenfield land the development of which is seen as 
being a less efficient use of land than providing development at previously developed brownfield sites.  A 
significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires that new development provided within ‘Phase 2’ of the Wigston Direction for Growth is 
supported by the production of a detailed masterplan.  This approach should provide more opportunities for 
the principles of sustainable design to be incorporated into any development which is to be provided.  A 
minor positive effect on this SA objective is therefore expected. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. + 

The policy would support the provision of residential development as well as employment development within 
the Wigston Direction for Growth.  New education facilities, community facilities and a local centre as well as 
other associated infrastructure required to make the site sustainable would be provided.  Furthermore the 
policy also requires that appropriate sustainable and active transport improvements be included within any 
proposed development.  There are also existing bus stops located in close proximity of the land within the 
Direction for Growth to the west at Foston Gate and Guthlaxton Way.  The location of residential 
development in close proximity to new services and employment opportunities in areas where supporting 
infrastructure is to be provided is likely to be of particular benefit to residents who do not have a car and 
those who have mobility issues (for example older people and those with disabilities).  A minor positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential development as well as employment development within 
the Wigston Direction for Growth.  New education facilities, community facilities and a local centre as well as 
other associated infrastructure required to make the site sustainable would be provided.  The policy also 
requires that appropriate sustainable and active transport improvements be included within any proposed 
development..  This approach may encourage residents to make use of more active modes of transport (for 
example walking and cycling) when accessing new employment opportunities or services which are to be 
provided nearby and make use of newly provided sustainable transport provisions when accessing services 
further afield.  There are also existing bus stops located in close proximity of the land within the Direction for 
Growth to the west at Foston Gate and Guthlaxton Way.  The policy also however supports the provision of a 
new link road through the site which may encourage the use of private vehicles.  As such the minor positive 
effect expected on this SA objective (due to the potential to encourage modal shift in the Borough 
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(specifically in this area of Oadby and Wigston)) is expected to be combined with a minor negative effect.. 

Policy 21 Cottage Farm Direction for Growth area 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

++ 

The policy states that the current Cottage Farm site is to be extended to provide up to 250 new additional 
homes, of which at least 30 per cent should be affordable.  This extension is to provide for self and custom 
build homes and also a mix of residential house types, including bungalows and flats.  As such a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+? 

The policy requires that open space (including allotments, sports pitches and play areas) in accordance with 
the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Facilities policy of the Local Plan is provided on-site within the Cottage 
Farm site.  Existing open space is provided in adjacent to the north of the site at Coombe Park.  The site is to 
be linked to this provision by improved pedestrian access as per the policy text.  There are currently no 
healthcare centres in close proximity to the site however, and the policy does not make specific reference to 
requirements to provide new facilities of this type.  The policy does state however that infrastructure required 
to bring the site forward sustainably should be provided as part of the Direction for Growth.  It is assumed 
that this may include social infrastructure such as healthcare facilities.  In addition, such infrastructure may 
include footpaths and cycleways, which may encourage residents to be more active.  An uncertain minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

++ 

New residential properties provided at the Cottage Farm site would be located adjacent to Coombe Park 
pavilion.  Furthermore the policy requires that off-site contribution towards a community facility building in 
Oadby and / or the extension and refurbishment of Coombe Park pavilion is to be made to support any 
proposed development.  The policy also states that any other associated infrastructure required to bring the 
site forward sustainably is to be provided on site.  This is taken to include social infrastructure such as new 
community or leisure facilities.  As such an overall significant positive effect is likely on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy allocates further land to expand the current Cottage Farm site.  This expansion is to be undertaken 
in line with a detailed masterplan which is likely to allow for appropriate design considerations to ‘design-out’ 
crime.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 

+ 
The policy would deliver at least 75 affordable homes at the Cottage Farm site.  As such it would those who 
are eligible for affordable housing to gain access to the housing market in the Borough and reduce local 
deprivation.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

--? 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Cottage Farm site.  The site contains three 
Areas of Archaeological Potential.  As such development of this area may potentially have adverse impacts on 
areas which may be important in terms of local archaeology and therefore a significant negative effect is 
expected on this SA objective.  The area of greenfield land which is to be lost and high level of development 
which is to be provided at this location it may be difficult to mitigate any adverse effects on the surrounding 
historic environment.  The negative effect is uncertain given that the design of the development may allow 
for excavation of any archaeological remains in advance of this development to prevent any loss of or 
damage to local archaeological findings. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

--? 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Cottage Farm site and would involve the 
loss of a significant area of greenfield land.  This area is of importance in terms of local biodiversity and 
geodiversity as a Glen Gorse Golf Course Local Wildlife Site forms the southern boundary of the site.  
Furthermore the site lies within the area of the Borough which has been designated as the countryside.  As 
such the development of this site may result in the disturbance to habitats and species in this area, with 
additional potential for recreational pressures arising from residential development in this area.  A significant 
negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that 
developmental design may allow for the incorporation of green infrastructure. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

-- 

The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Cottage Farm site (‘Phase 2’ would provide 
for 250 new homes) and would involve the loss of a significant area of greenfield land in the countryside.  It 
is noted that the Council has extended the extent of the existing Green Wedge to bound the south west of 
the growth area to ensure that there is no future coalescence of the settlements of Wigston and Oadby.  This 
considered it is still expected that this level of development on greenfield land in the countryside would 
adversely impact upon the rural character of this area of the Borough, therefore a significant negative effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

-? 
The policy would allow for a high level of development within the Cottage Farm site (‘Phase 2’ would provide 
for 250 new homes) and would involve the loss of a significant area of greenfield land.  As such, a large area 
of land which is capable of allowing for the infiltration of surface water in the Borough would be replaced with 
impermeable surfaces as a result of development.  This may increase the level of flood risk locally and a 
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minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective.  The negative effect is uncertain given that 
it may be possible to mitigate flood risk as part of the new development provided, for example by 
incorporating SuDS. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential development within the Cottage Farm site.  Associated 
infrastructure required to bring the site forward sustainably is to be provided.  The policy also requires that 
new development is to be supported by the provision of appropriate numbers of bus stops as well as cycle 
ways and footpaths.  It is expected that this approach would help to reduce emissions of transport related 
pollutants.  The policy however also supports the provision of a new link road through this area which may 
result in an increase in use of private vehicles.  As such the minor positive effect expected on this SA 
objective is likely to be combined with a minor negative effect. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of residential development within the Cottage Farm site.  Associated 
infrastructure required to bring the site forward sustainably is to be provided.  The policy also requires that 
new development is to be supported by the provision of appropriate numbers of bus stops as well as cycle 
ways and footpaths.  It is expected that this approach would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in 
Oadby and Wigston.  The policy however also supports the provision of a new link road through this area 
which may result in an increase in use of private vehicles.  As such the minor positive effect expected on this 
SA objective is likely to be combined with a minor negative effect. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The provision of a high level of residential development at the Cottage Farm site (‘Phase 2’ would provide for 
250 new homes) and the provision of associated infrastructure required to make it sustainable (the 
development would require off-site contribution towards a community facility building as well as new 
education facilities) is expected to encourage residents to live locally.  The policy does not encourage the 
delivery of new employment land which might otherwise help to encourage local investment and economic 
growth and therefore the positive effect expected on this SA objective in minor. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. ++ 

The policy requires that the provision of new residential development at the Cottage Farm site is supported 
by off-site contributions towards new education facilities.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 
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17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The Cottage farm development would not provide further employment land.  Although, as per the policy text, 
new sustainable transport links should support any new development provided, which may allow for access to 
employment sites in Oadby and Wigston and further afield the site is not located within close proximity of any 
existing important employment areas.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. -- 

The policy would involve the development of the area of land within the Cottage Farm site.  This area is 
largely located on greenfield land, the development of which is seen as being a less efficient use of land than 
development of brownfield sites.  A significant negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires new development provided within the Cottage farm site to be supported by the 
production of a detailed masterplan.  This approach should provide more opportunities for the principles of 
sustainable design to be incorporated into any development which is to be provided.  A minor positive effect 
on this SA objective is therefore expected. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy would support the provision of new residential development within the Cottage Farm site.  
Associated infrastructure required to bring the site forward sustainably is to be provided.  Such infrastructure 
is expected to be accessible to residents at this site.  The policy also requires new development to be 
supported by the provision of appropriate numbers of bus stops as well as cycle ways and footpaths.  As such 
those without access to a car and to a lesser extent people with mobility issues may benefit from this 
approach.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+/- 

The policy would support the provision of new residential development Cottage Farm site.  Associated 
infrastructure required to bring the site forward sustainably is to be provided.  The policy also requires that 
new development is to be supported by the provision of appropriate numbers of bus stops as well as cycle 
ways and footpaths.  As such residents may be encouraged to make use of more sustainable and active 
modes of transport.  The policy however also supports the delivery of a new link road through this area which 
may result in increased levels of use of private motor vehicles.  An overall mixed effect (minor positive/minor 
negative) is expected on this SA objective. 
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Policy 22 Delivering Retail 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy requires that new retail development is subject to environmental considerations, which are taken 
to include the local built environment.  As such this approach should help to protect and potentially enhance 
the significance of heritage assets and their settings in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy requires that new retail development is subject to environmental considerations which are taken to 
include biodiversity and geodiversity.  As such this approach should help to protect and potentially enhance 
biodiversity and geodiversity sites in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 885 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that new retail development is subject to environmental considerations which are taken to 
include local landscape character.  As such this approach should help to protect and potentially enhance the 
significance of the landscape setting of the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 

The policy requires that new retail development is subject to environmental considerations which are taken to 
include local flood risk.  As such this approach should help reduce the potential for development being 
provided in locations which are at risk of flooding.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy would encourage and permit retail development in the Town Centres and District Centres of the 
Oadby and Wigston, as well as at the Borough’s Local Centres.  The policy also requires that development 
proposals for retail satisfy the ‘town and district centre first’ approach and / or the sequential test.  As such 
retail development would be located in close proximity to a high number of local residents which may reduce 
the need for journeys to be made by private car in the Borough.  This approach may as such help to reduce 
the release of transport related pollutants in the Borough and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy would encourage and permit retail development in the Town Centres and District Centres of the 
Oadby and Wigston, as well as at the Borough’s Local Centres.  The policy also requires that development 
proposals for retail satisfy the ‘town and district centre first’ approach and / or the sequential test.  As such 
retail development would be located in close proximity to a high number of local residents which may reduce 
the need for journeys to be made by private car in the Borough.  This approach may help to reduce the 
release of green gases locally and help to reduce the Borough’s contribution to climate change and a minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

+ 
The policy would encourage and permit retail development in the Town Centres and District Centres of the 
Oadby and Wigston, as well as at the Borough’s Local Centres.  A sequential and impact test is to be applied 
when considering new retail development so that adverse impacts on the established centres of the Borough 
are prevented and vitality and viability are protected.  Furthermore applications for development which do 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
not adopt a ‘town and district centre first’ approach or would have a significant adverse impact on the centre 
are to be refused.  As such residents may be encouraged to shop within the Borough and local economic 
investment will be more likely, thereby helping to make Oadby and Wigston more attractive.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy would encourage and permit retail development in the Town Centres and District Centres of the 
Oadby and Wigston, as well as at the Borough’s Local Centres.  The levels of retail capacities in net 
floorspace up to 2031 have been set out in the policy as per the findings of the Retail Capacity Study (2016) 
which should allow for sustainable levels of retail growth in the Borough.  A sequential and impact test is to 
be applied when considering new retail development so that adverse impacts on the established centres of 
the Borough are prevented and vitality and viability are protected.  Furthermore applications for development 
which do not adopt a ‘town and district centre first’ approach or would have a significant adverse impact on 
the centre are to be refused.  This approach should encourage repeat visits from shoppers in the Borough 
and thus encourage economic investment and thus further job creation at town centre locations.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy would encourage and permit retail development in the Town Centres and District Centres of the 
Oadby and Wigston, as well as at the Borough’s Local Centres.  The policy also requires that development 
proposals for retail satisfy the ‘town and district centre first’ approach and / or the sequential test.  As such 
retail development would be located in close proximity to a high number of local residents which would be of 
benefit to those who do have a car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ The policy would encourage and permit retail development in the Town Centres and District Centres of the 
Oadby and Wigston, as well as at the Borough’s Local Centres.  The policy also requires that development 
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proposals for retail satisfy the ‘town and district centre first’ approach and / or the sequential test.  As such 
retail development would be located in close proximity to a high number of local residents which may reduce 
the need for journeys to be made by private car in the Borough.  This approach may as such help to 
encourage the use of public transport and public rights of way in the Borough and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 23 Retail Hierarchy 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision appropriate residential development at town and district centres.  This 
approach is expected to allow for smaller scale residential provision which will act to supplement larger 
residential provision made at allocation sites in the Borough.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision of appropriate town centre development which is defined by the supporting 
text to include more intensive sport and recreation uses and therefore could help residents to partake of 
healthier lifestyle choices.  Providing this type of development at town centre locations would mean a high 
number of residents could access these facilities.  Therefore, a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy supports the provision of community and leisure development at town and district centre locations.  
As providing this type of development at these types of locations would mean a high number of residents 
could access these facilities, a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy will promote a mix of appropriate uses within the defined centres as to encourage active street 
frontages at ground floor levels.  This approach may therefore help reduce the fear of crime and reduce the 
potential for crime itself by encouraging ‘eyes on the street’ as part of a strategy to design out crime.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision town centre uses/development at town and district centre locations in 
Oadby and Wigston.  As such employment opportunities and services and facilities would be provided at 
locations which are in close proximity to a high number of residents and are also accessible sustainable 
modes of transport.  As such this may reduce the need to travel by private car in the Borough which may 
help to reduce the release of transport related pollutants.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision town centre uses/development at town and district centre locations in 
Oadby and Wigston.  As such employment opportunities and services and facilities would be provided at 
locations which are in close proximity to a high number of residents and are also accessible by sustainable 
modes of transport.  As such this may reduce the need to travel by private car in the Borough which may 
help to reduce emission of greenhouse gases.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 
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15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision town centre uses/development at town and district centre locations in 
Oadby and Wigston.  Retail development is to take place at a scale which is appropriate to the size and 
function of the centre within which it is to be located as per the hierarchy established in the policy which 
places the settlements of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston at the top.  As such the viability and vitality of 
town centre locations in the Borough will be protected and shoppers may be encouraged to make repeat 
visits locally.  This approach will help to make Oadby and Wigston more attractive in terms of encouraging 
economic investment and encouraging residents to live and work locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. ++ 

The policy allows for retail development which is to take place at a scale which is appropriate to the size and 
function of the centre within which it is to be located as per the hierarchy established in the policy.  The 
hierarchy places the settlements of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston at the top.  This approach will help to 
maintain the vitality and viability of centre locations and would therefore help to encourage shoppers to take 
repeat visits to these locations.  As such economic investment would be encouraged and this may result in an 
increase in local employment opportunities.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision of town centre uses/development at town and district centre locations in 
Oadby and Wigston.  As such employment opportunities and services and facilities would be provided at 
locations which are in close proximity to a high number of residents and are also accessible by sustainable 
modes of transport.  The policy also provides support for new small scale local shopping opportunities to 
meet the everyday needs of the local people.  As such residents without a car may be provided with access to 
essential services and facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy supports the provision town centre uses/development at town and district centre locations in 
Oadby and Wigston.  As such employment opportunities and services and facilities would be provided at 
locations which are in close proximity to a high number of residents and are also accessible by sustainable 
modes of transport.  Residents may therefore be encouraged to access facilities and services in the Borough 
by more active and sustainable modes of transport and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

Policy 24 Local Impact Threshold 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+/- 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.  As such a reduced number of locations would be considered acceptable for leisure 
development.  Leisure development would however be most likely to be provided at town centre locations 
which are accessible to a high number of residents.  As such a mixed effect (minor positive/minor negative) 
is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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and deprived people. 
6) To promote racial harmony and 

create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.  By limiting this type of development to central locations which are located in close 
proximity to a high number of residents and are accessible by public transport the policy may help to reduce 
the release of transport related pollutants.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.  By limiting this type of development to central locations which are located in close 
proximity to a high number of residents and are accessible by public transport the policy may help to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and the Borough’s contribution to climate change.  As such a minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 892 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.   As such the viability and vitality of town centre locations in the Borough will be 
protected and shoppers may be encouraged to make repeat visits locally.  This approach will help to make 
Oadby and Wigston more attractive in terms of encouraging economic investment and encouraging residents 
to live and work locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. ++ 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.  This approach will help to maintain the vitality and viability of centre locations and 
would therefore help to encourage shoppers to take repeat visits to these locations.  As such economic 
investment would be encouraged locally and this may result in an increase in local employment opportunities.  
In additional the policy would support the majority of office provision in the Borough at central locations 
where they are accessible to a high number of residents.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of previously 
developed land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.  By limiting this type of development to central locations which are located in close 
proximity to a high number of residents and are accessible by public transport the policy would improve 
access to services and facilities for residents without a  car.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 
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22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy would help to restrict retail, leisure and office development outside of defined centres by requiring 
an impact assessment if the development is over the specified floorspace threshold within Wigston, Oadby 
and South Wigston.  By limiting this type of development to central locations which are located in close 
proximity to a high number of residents and are accessible by public transport the policy may help to 
encourage a modal shift locally.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 25 Protecting Identified Employment Areas 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

- 

The policy protects Identified Employment Areas from inappropriate development, redevelopment and 
change of use.  As such housing development would not be permitted in these areas.  Any Identified 
Employment Areas that are classified as ‘Core’ by the Council, are considered to be the most important 
employment areas and proposals for development of non B Class Use are not to be permitted.  The policy 
does not seek to offer long term protection to sites allocated for employment use where there is no 
reasonable prospect of a site being used for that purpose and it is also accepted that non-employment 
development may be feasibly provided at other locations within the Borough.  This approach may however 
limit the potential for contributing to local housing requirements at locations which might otherwise be 
considered suitable.  As such a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young +? The policy protects Identified Employment Areas from inappropriate development, redevelopment and 

change of use.  Any Identified Employment Areas that are classified as ‘Core’ by the Council, are considered 
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people, adult learners. to be the most important employment areas in Oadby and Wigston and proposals for development of non B 
Class Use are not to be permitted.  The protection of these areas for employment use may allow for the 
uptake of new skills by local residents dependent upon whether or not employment uses would provide for 
new training opportunities.  The supporting text of the policy also identifies that the Council will ensure that 
employment land is available in locations that balance the demands of the market with the capacity of 
infrastructure to include support for enhancement of skills in the local workforce by improving opportunities 
for education and training.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  The positive 
effect is uncertain dependent upon whether new employment uses would include in-house training 
provisions. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy protects Identified Employment Areas from inappropriate development, redevelopment and 
change of use.  Any Identified Employment Areas that are classified as ‘Core’ by the Council, are considered 
to be the most important employment areas in Oadby and Wigston and proposals for development of non B 
Class Use are not to be permitted.  Protecting employment sites in the Borough would help to ensure that 
the right amount and types of employment land is available to employers and should help to facilitate local 
economic growth and the creation of new employment opportunities.  This is of particular importance given 
that the HEDNA study reports that over the period 2011 to 2031 baseline employment forecasts show the 
job increase will be a negative 200 jobs within the Borough.  The policy also provides for 0.55ha of 
employment land to be allocated adjacent to Magna Road Identified Employment Area.  As such a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

+ 

While this policy provides for the protection of Identified Employment Areas from other uses (particularly at 
those sites identified as ‘Core’ by the Council) the supporting text also highlights that the ability of existing 
firms to expand will be supported and the Council will look favourably upon redevelopment or expansion of 
premises on Identified Employment Areas for appropriate uses.  It is also stated that the Council will be in 
support of the redevelopment of sites which would lead to an improvement in the quality of employment 
floorspace in terms of the provision it can make to meet modern day needs.  Additionally, where a vacant 
building has been marketed proactively for a minimum of 12 months as employment use without uptake, 
change from B1a, B1b, B1c, B2, or B8 will be permitted if that change of use would result in re-use of that 
building.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 26 Sustainable Transport and Initiatives 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

+ 

Although the policy would not provide new housing or affordable housing in the Borough it requires that 
development improves accessibility for residents.  This may help to improve links to services and facilities 
from residential development in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development proposals demonstrate that adequate capacity currently exists or 
will be provided through the surrounding highways and transport infrastructure to accommodate its 
provision.  Transport assessments and/or travel plans are to be required at large scale developments and 
there is an overall require for new development in the Borough to reduce the need to travel and improve 
accessibility for residents.  As such access to health care facilities in the Borough is likely to be improved and 
a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 

The policy requires that new development proposals demonstrate that adequate capacity currently exists or 
will be provided through the surrounding highways and transport infrastructure to accommodate its 
provision.  Transport assessments and/or travel plans are to be required at large scale developments and 
there is an overall require for new development in the Borough to reduce the need to travel and improve 
accessibility for residents.  As such access to community and leisure facilities in the Borough is likely to be 
improved and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social + The policy requires that new development in the Borough is located and designed in such a way as to 
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behaviour and the fear of crime. enhance the safety of pedestrians and road users.  This policy is therefore expected to improve community 
safety in Oadby and Wigston and therefore a minor positive effect is recorded for this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

++/- 

The policy seeks to provide development in locations which will limit the need to travel by private motor 
vehicle in the Borough.  A number of sustainable transport initiatives are also supported by the policy.  
These include improved bus facilities, the provision of cycle parking, the provision of appropriate walking 
routes and importantly the provision of high quality public transport links between the Direction for Growth, 
Wigston Town Centre and Leicester City Centre, as well between the two Oadby Direction for Growth areas, 
Oadby District Centre and Leicester City Centre.  It is expected that these provisions and improvements will 
encourage journeys to be undertaken by more active and sustainable modes of transport thereby reducing 
the release of transport related pollutants.  In addition, including electric vehicle charging points may 
encourage use of electric cars, which do not emit pollutants.  However, the policy also safeguards the 
Potential Transport Route (formerly the Eastern District Distributor Road) for future development.  Although 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 898 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
provision will be made for sustainable travel along this route it is expected that private car journeys would 
also be encouraged if it was eventually developed.  As such an overall mixed effect (significant 
positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

++/- 

The policy seeks to provide development in locations which will limit the need to travel by private motor 
vehicle in the Borough.  A number of sustainable transport initiatives are also supported by the policy.  
These include improved bus facilities, the provision of cycle parking, the provision of appropriate walking 
routes and importantly the provision of high quality public transport links between the Direction for Growth, 
Wigston Town Centre and Leicester City Centre, as well between the two Oadby Direction for Growth areas, 
Oadby District Centre and Leicester City Centre.  It is expected that these provisions and improvements will 
encourage journeys to be undertaken by more active and sustainable modes of transport thereby reducing 
the release of greenhouse gases and the Borough contribution to climate change.  In addition, including 
electric vehicle charging points may encourage use of electric cars, which do not emit pollutants.   The policy 
also safeguards the Potential Transport Route (formerly the Eastern District Distributor Road) for future 
development, however.  Although provision will be made for sustainable travel along this route it is expected 
that private car journeys would also be encouraged if it was eventually developed.  As such an overall mixed 
effect (significant positive/minor negative) is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

+ 

The policy supports a number of sustainable transport initiatives, requires larger scale development 
proposals to include a transport assessment and/or a travel plan and also supports the use of developer 
contributions as necessary to fund off-site works to allow for the provision of infrastructure to address the 
impacts of new development.  This approach would help to make the Borough more attractive to live in.  
Additionally, the provision of improved travel arrangements in the Borough as well as new infrastructure to 
support new development and requirements for mitigation to prevent adverse impacts on existing local 
transport infrastructure may help to encourage local economic investment.  As such residents may be 
encouraged to work in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy supports a number of sustainable transport initiatives, requires larger scale development 
proposals to include a transport assessment and/or a travel plan and also supports the use of developer 
contributions as necessary to fund off-site works to allow for the provision of infrastructure to address the 
impacts of new development.  Given the importance of transport provision in terms of allowing for improved 
local economic investment in terms of support for logistics it is expected that this policy would help to ensure 
transport infrastructure is in place to allow for employment growth in the Borough.  The provision of 
improved public transport links in the Borough is also expected to make employment opportunities more 
accessible to residents.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy promotes development which is designed so as to reduce the need to travel by private motor 
vehicle.  As such this is seen as more sustainable form of design and a minor positive effect is expected on 
this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. ++ 

The policy seeks to provide development in locations which will limit the need to travel by private motor 
vehicle in the Borough.  A number of sustainable transport initiatives are also supported by the policy.  
These include improved bus facilities, the provision of cycle parking, the provision of appropriate walking 
routes and importantly the provision of high quality public transport links between the Direction for Growth, 
Wigston Town Centre and Leicester City Centre, as well between the two Oadby Direction for Growth areas, 
Oadby District Centre and Leicester City Centre.  It is expected that these provisions and improvements will 
be of particular benefit to those who do not have a car and specific groups with mobility issues (for example 
older people and people with disabilities) in terms of accessing local services and facilities.  As such a 
significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

++ 

The policy seeks to provide development in locations which will limit the need to travel by private motor 
vehicle in the Borough.  A number of sustainable transport initiatives are also supported by the policy.  
These include improved bus facilities, the provision of cycle parking, the provision of appropriate walking 
routes and importantly the provision of high quality public transport links between the Direction for Growth, 
Wigston Town Centre and Leicester City Centre, as well between the two Oadby Direction for Growth areas, 
Oadby District Centre and Leicester City Centre.  It is expected that these provisions and improvements will 
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help to encourage residents to make use of more active and sustainable modes of transport and may 
promote a local modal shift.  As such a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 27 Primary Shopping Frontages 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

- 
The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough, meaning residential uses would not likely be permitted unless on upper floors.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 

The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  Other uses which can demonstrate significant regeneration benefits would be 
permitted by the policy, however.  The supporting text of this policy highlights that A2, A3, A4, D1 and D2 
uses such as cafes, restaurants, bars, community centres, libraries, and Council offices may be able to 
provide significant regeneration benefits.  As such the policy may support the provision of a smaller number 
of community uses in central locations which are accessible to a large new of residents and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 901 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas to 
retail as well as limited numbers of compatible uses the vitality and viability of the primary shopping 
frontages will be maintained.  As such residents will have greater accessibility to a high number of retail 
units at central locations by sustainable modes of transport.   The policy may therefore help to reduce the 
release of transport related pollutants in the Borough.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas to 
retail as well as limited numbers of compatible use the vitality and viability of the primary shopping 
frontages will be maintained.  As such residents will have greater accessibility to a high number of retail 
units at central locations by sustainable modes of transport.   The policy may therefore help to reduce 
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greenhouse gas emissions in the Borough.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas to 
retail as well as limited numbers of compatible use the vitality and viability of the primary shopping 
frontages will be maintained by helping to encourage shoppers to make repeat visits locally.  This approach 
will help to make Oadby and Wigston more attractive in terms of encouraging economic investment and 
encouraging residents to live and work locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas to 
retail as well as limited numbers of compatible use the vitality and viability of the primary shopping 
frontages will be maintained by helping to encourage shoppers to make repeat visits locally.  As such local 
economic investment may come forward more regularly and this may result in an increase in local 
employment opportunities.  In additional the policy would support other types of development within the 
primary frontage where these can be demonstrated to be of regenerative value.   The supporting text 
identifies that A2 uses (financial and professional services) may provide this value and as such this type of 
development may provide further employment opportunities to supplement those provided through retail 
growth within the primary frontages.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 

+ The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas to 
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minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

retail as well as limited numbers of compatible use the vitality and viability of the primary shopping 
frontages will be maintained.  As such residents without a car will have greater accessibility to a high 
number of retail units at central locations particular by sustainable modes of transport.   A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy would help to maintain retail (A1) use as the main use within the defined primary shopping 
frontages of the Borough.  By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas to 
retail as well as limited numbers of compatible use the vitality and viability of the primary shopping 
frontages will be maintained.  As such residents will have greater accessibility to a high number of retail 
units at central locations by sustainable modes of transport.  This approach may help to encourage the use 
of sustainable transport in the Borough thereby promoting local modal shift.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 28 Secondary Shopping Frontages 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. - 

The policy allows mainly for retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 and 
D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  
This could limit the extent to which residential uses are acceptable in those areas and a minor negative 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy allows for mostly retail uses within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  These 
uses may be complemented by those which are deemed acceptable by the Council where there would not be 
three consecutive developments with the same use in a row.  Complementary uses include D1 uses which 
would allow for clinics and health centres to be provided at central locations which are in close proximity to a 
high number of residents and are accessible by public transport.  As such a minor positive effect is expected 
on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 

The policy allows for mostly retail uses within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  These 
uses may be complemented by those which are deemed acceptable by the Council where there would not be 
three consecutive developments with the same use in a row.  Complementary uses include D1 and D2 uses 
which would allow for places of worship and other assembly and leisure facilities to be provided at central 
locations which are in close proximity to a high number of residents and are accessible by public transport.  
As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

+ 

The policy would prevent the over-concentration of similar uses within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of 
the town centres.  This is to include refusing applications for proposals for A3, A4 and A5 use where there 
would be three of the same uses consecutively.  As such this would prevent long rows of bars or takeaways 
from being developed which might have implications in terms of increased potential for anti-social behaviour, 
noise (to the detriment of local amenity) and fear of crime.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy allows mainly for retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 and 
D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  
By limiting the type of development which is appropriate but also allowing for some complementary other 
uses within these areas an appropriate level of diversity that the town centre can offer can be maintained, 
making it a more welcoming shopping destination.  As such vitality and viability of these areas can be 
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protected meaning appropriate levels of growth can occur.  Residents will have greater accessibility to a high 
number of retail and other complementary uses at central locations where sustainable transport links are 
strong.   The policy may therefore help to reduce the release of transport related pollutants in the Borough.  
As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy allows mainly for retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 and 
D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  
By limiting the type of development which is appropriate but also allowing for some complementary other 
uses within these areas an appropriate level of diversity that the town centre can offer can be maintained, 
making it a more welcoming shopping destination.  As such vitality and viability of these areas can be 
protected meaning appropriate levels of growth can occur.  Residents will have greater accessibility to a high 
number of retail and other complementary uses at central locations where sustainable transport links are 
strong.   The policy may therefore help to reduce the need to travel by private car locally as such reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

+ 

The policy would help to maintain retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 
and D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within the Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  
By limiting the type of development which is appropriate within these areas but allowing for some 
complementary uses the policy will help to maintain an appropriate level of diversity within the Secondary 
Shopping Frontages as such making the town centres more welcoming.  This will help to protect vitality and 
viability as such helping to make Oadby and Wigston more attractive in terms of encouraging economic 
investment and encouraging residents to live and work locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy allows for mostly retail uses within Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  These 
uses may be complemented by those which are deemed acceptable by the Council  Complementary uses 
include D1 uses which would allow for schools, non-residential education and training centres to be provided 
at central locations which are in close proximity to a high number of residents and are accessible by public 
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transport.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy allows mainly for retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 and 
D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  By 
limiting the type of development which is appropriate but also allowing for some complementary other uses 
within these areas an appropriate level of diversity that the town centre can offer can be maintained, making 
it a more welcoming shopping destination.  This policy would therefore support the vitality and viability of 
the town centres and primary shopping frontages in particular where the core of local retail provision would 
be made.  The policy would also allow for some office provision (B1 use) at the Secondary Shopping 
Frontages where it is complementary to shopping facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. + 

The policy allows mainly for retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 and 
D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  By 
limiting the type of development which is appropriate but also allowing for some complementary other uses 
within these areas an appropriate level of diversity that the town centre can offer can be maintained, making 
it a more welcoming shopping destination.  As such vitality and viability of these areas can be protected 
meaning appropriate levels of growth can occur.  Residents will have greater accessibility to a high number 
of retail and other complementary uses at central locations where sustainable transport links are strong.   
The policy would therefore be of benefit to those residents who do not have a car and other specific groups 
with mobility issues such as people with disabilities and older people.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and + The policy allows mainly for retail uses and those uses which complement retail uses (class A2, B1, D1 and 
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public rights of way. D2 uses and to a lesser extent class A3, A4 and A5 uses where there would not be three consecutive 
developments with the same use in a row) within Secondary Shopping Frontages of the town centres.  By 
limiting the type of development which is appropriate but also allowing for some complementary other uses 
within these areas an appropriate level of diversity that the town centre can offer can be maintained, making 
it a more welcoming shopping destination.  As such vitality and viability of these areas can be protected 
meaning appropriate levels of growth can occur.  Residents will have greater accessibility to a high number 
of retail and other complementary uses at central locations where sustainable transport links are strong.   
The policy may therefore help to reduce the need to travel by private car locally as such promoting local 
modal shift.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 29 Town and District Centre Boundaries 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  These areas 
are to provide for a balance of development types including a level of residential development as per the 
supporting text of the policy.  As such the policy would provide homes centrally which would be well linked 
to surrounding services and facilities and would help to meet the overall housing need of the Borough.  A 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy states tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set to 
ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  These areas are 
to provide for a balance of development types including a level of leisure development which may help 
residents to lead more active and healthy lifestyles.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  These areas 
are to provide for a balance of development types including a level of leisure development.  Providing such 
development at central locations would mean a high number of residents would be in close proximity to 
these facilities and that they would also be accessible by public transport links.  A minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  As such retail, 
leisure, commercial and other town centre use would be provided at these locations which are in close 
proximity to a high of number residents.  Sustainable transport links would also be strong at these locations 
meaning residents may be less inclined to access these facilities and services by private car which may help 
to reduce the release of transport related pollutants in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 909 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

resources. recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  As such retail, 
leisure, commercial and other town centre use would be provided at these locations which are in close 
proximity to a high of number residents.  Sustainable transport links would also be strong at these locations 
meaning residents may be less inclined to access these facilities and services by private car which may help 
to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

++ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  Concentrating 
town centre related development within the town centre boundary will help to promote the vitality and 
viability of the town centre and sustainable communities.  As per the supporting text of the policy retail 
development which could undermine the vitality and viability of the centres and therefore achievement of 
the spatial objectives and the vision will be resisted.  As such the policy would help to make the Borough 
more attractive for residents to live and work in and may help to encourage investment in the local 
economy.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. ++ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  Concentrating 
town centre related development within the town centre boundary will help to promote the vitality and 
viability of the town centre and sustainable communities.  As per the supporting text of the policy retail 
development which could undermine the vitality and viability of the centres and therefore achievement of 
the spatial objectives and the vision will be resisted.  This approach should help to encourage investment in 
the local economy and may therefore help to create local employment opportunities.  A significant positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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and construction recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  As such retail, 
leisure, commercial and other town centre use would be provided at these locations which are in close 
proximity to a high of number residents.  Sustainable transport links would also be strong at these locations 
meaning residents who do not have a car or had mobility issues (for example those with disabilities or older 
people) would have be able to access these facilities and services with less difficulty.  A minor positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy states that tight boundaries for the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston have been set 
to ensure that ‘town centre uses’ are focussed and are within close proximity to one another.  As such retail, 
leisure, commercial and other town centre use would be provided at these locations which are in close 
proximity to a high of number residents.  Sustainable transport links would also be strong at these locations 
meaning residents may be less inclined to access these facilities and services by private car which may help 
to promote modal shift in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 30 Other Areas within the Town and District Centre Boundary but beyond the Primary and Secondary Frontages 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

+ 

The policy supports change of use to residential within the town centre boundary at areas which are beyond 
the primary and secondary frontages.  As such the policy will help to deliver new homes to meet the 
objectively assessed housing need of the Borough and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ The policy supports change of use to community uses within the town centre boundary at areas which are 
beyond the primary and secondary frontages.  As such the policy will help to deliver community facilities 
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which will be in close proximity to a high number of residents and will also be accessible by public transport 
links.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. + 

The policy requires that the ecological value of proposed sites for development and opportunities for habitat 
enhancement should be sought when new development is to take place.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy states that the Council will consolidate the centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston within 
their respective centre boundaries.  As such retail, leisure, commercial and other town centre use would be 
provided at these locations which are in close proximity to a high of number residents.  Sustainable 
transport links would also be strong at these locations meaning residents may be less inclined to access 
these facilities and services by private car which may help to reduce the release of transport related 
pollutants in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy would support change of use to office use within the town centre boundary at areas beyond the 
primary and secondary frontages.  It would also direct most of the A1 retail use to the primary or secondary 
frontages of the town centres unless it can be demonstrated that this development will not result in any 
harm to the vitality and viability of the town.  As such this approach would provide employment uses and 
retail services within central locations which are accessible by sustainable modes of transport for a high 
number of residents.  Residents may be less inclined to make use of private car journeys to access these 
facilities which may help to reduce local greenhouse gas emissions and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy would direct most of the A1 retail use to the primary or secondary frontages of the town centres 
unless it can be demonstrated that this development will not result in any harm to the vitality and viability of 
the town centre.  As such the vitality and viability of the town centres would be protected and therefore 
inward investment may be encouraged to the benefit of economic growth and job creation.  This may help to 
make the Borough more attractive for residents to live and work in and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy would direct most of the A1 retail use to the primary or secondary frontages of the town centres 
unless it can be demonstrated that this type of development provided at any alternative location will not 
result in any harm to the vitality and viability of the town centre.  This approach should help to encourage 
investment in the local economy and may therefore help to create local employment opportunities.  A 
significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The policy requires that any developments which would compromise the fulfilment of the Masterplans and/or 
local development orders in the Borough is not permitted.  As such the policy should help to encourage the 
incorporation of principles of sustainable design as set out in the town centre Masterplans and a minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy would direct most of the A1 retail use to the primary or secondary frontages of the town centres 
unless it can be demonstrated that this development will not result in any harm to the vitality and viability of 
the town.  As such this approach would provide retail services within central locations which are accessible 
by sustainable modes of transport for a high number of residents.  Residents without a car and those with 
mobility issues (including older people and people with disabilities) would have improved access to retail 
services in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy would support change of use to office use within the town centre boundary at areas beyond the 
primary and secondary frontages.  It would also direct most of the A1 retail use to the primary or secondary 
frontages of the town centres unless it can be demonstrated that this development will not result in any 
harm to the vitality and viability of the town.  As such this approach would provide employment uses and 
retail services within central locations which are accessible by sustainable modes of transport for a high 
number of residents.  Residents may be less inclined to make use of private car journeys to access these 
facilities which may help to promote modal shift in the Borough and therefore a minor positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 31 Use of Upper Floors within the Centres of Wigston, Oadby and South Wigston 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

+ 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential at the town 
centres where they would contribute to the centre’s vitality and viability.  The policy would therefore help to 
supply houses in the Borough to meet the local objectively assessed need and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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health and providing access to 
health services. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to community use at the town 
centres where they would contribute to the centre’s vitality and viability.  As such the policy will help to 
deliver community facilities which will be in close proximity to a high number of residents and will also be 
accessible by public transport links.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 
The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential, office and other 
appropriate services or community uses at the town centres where they would contribute to the centre’s 
vitality and viability.  As such new services and facilities as well as residential development would be 
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provided in close proximity of each other and also in close proximity to existing development and public 
transport nodes.  As such residents would be required to undertake journeys by private car less frequently 
when accessing local services and facilities given their close proximity which would help to reduce the 
release of transport related pollutants locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential, office and other 
appropriate services or community uses at the town centres where they would contribute to the centre’s 
vitality and viability.  As such new services and facilities as well as residential development would be 
provided in close proximity of each other and also in close proximity to existing development and public 
transport nodes.  Residents would be required to undertake journeys by private car less frequently when 
accessing local services and facilities given their close proximity which would help to reduce the emission of 
greenhouse gases in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. + 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential, office and other 
appropriate services or community uses at the town centres only where they would contribute to the centre’s 
vitality and viability.  As such the vitality and viability of the town centres should be protected and enhanced 
and therefore inward investment may be encouraged to the benefit of economic growth and job creation.  
This may help to make the Borough more attractive for residents to live and work in and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

++ 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential, office and other 
appropriate services or community uses at the town centres only where they would contribute to the centre’s 
vitality and viability.  Protection and enhancement of local vitality and viability should help to encourage local 
investment and economic growth which may result in further employment opportunities in the Borough.  The 
provision of office uses at floorspace above ground floor level may help to supplement any large scale 
economic growth and new employment opportunities which may result in the Borough.  A significant positive 
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effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction + 

The supporting text of the policy requires that proposals for change of use at floorspace above ground floor 
level in the town centres should not compromise design at ground floor levels.  Entrances at ground floor 
required within the primary or secondary frontages will need to be of a high standard of the design as per 
this text.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential, office and other 
appropriate services or community uses at the town centres where they would contribute to the centre’s 
vitality and viability.  As such new services and facilities as well as residential development would be 
provided in close proximity of each other and also in close proximity to existing development and public 
transport nodes.  Residents who do not have a car and those with mobility issues (for example older people 
and people with disabilities) will have a good level of access to services at these locations.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy supports the change of use of floorspace above ground floor level to residential, office and other 
appropriate services or community uses at the town centres where they would contribute to the centre’s 
vitality and viability.  As such new services and facilities as well as residential development would be 
provided in close proximity of each other and also in close proximity to existing development and public 
transport nodes.  Residents may therefore be required to make journeys to these services using private cars 
to a lesser extent which may help to promote modal shift in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 32 Shop Fronts 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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synergistic effects) 

into the provision of services. 
2) To improve health and reduce 

health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy requires that shop fronts present an open and active frontage to the street.  In addition the 
supporting text of the policy states that natural surveillance and safety and security should be considered 
when new shop fronts are being designed.  As such this approach should help to encourage developers to 
‘design out crime’ at new proposals and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

++ 

The policy provides criteria against which the provision of new shop fronts in the Borough will be assessed.  
Shop fronts are expected to improve the appearance, and be designed within the scale and architectural 
character of the building within which they are located as well the local vernacular.  All original features are 
required by the policy to be retained or restored where practical.  As such the policy should help to protect 
and enhance the local built environment as well as heritage assets and their settings.  A significant positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

landscape. recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

+ 

The policy requires that shop fronts present an open and active frontage to the street.  As per the supporting 
text of the policy this may allow for cafes, restaurants and bars to provide for tables and chairs on the 
pavement which may help to add to the centres’ vitality.  This approach may encourage shoppers and users 
of town centres to make repeat visits to such locations which would help to facilitate local economic growth 
and potentially new employment opportunities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
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19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 33 Security Shutters 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 0 

Although the policy addresses the installation of security shutters in the Borough the provision of which 
would help to prevent crime in the Borough, it does not directly promote their use.  The policy instead sets 
criteria relating to their potential impact on character and local architectural features against which the 
installation of shutters should be assessed.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. ++ 

The policy sets criteria relating to their potential impact on character and local architectural features against 
which the installation of shutters should be assessed.  Shutters should not obscure any architectural detail or 
historic interest and should be the most appropriate for the locale in which it is situated.  The policy requires 
that special consideration is given to the installation of shutters in Conservation Areas.  As such a significant 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
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14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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Policy 34 Car Parking 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. + 

The policy requires that new developments include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces and 
servicing space consistent with the requirements of the Leicestershire 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG13 
and DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards and standards for servicing provision.  
As per this guidance in Leicestershire, where such standards have not been provided an application should 
consider how accessible the development is using other methods of transport, including public transport, 
walking or cycling when determining an appropriate level of parking provision.  As such this approach would 
help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as to discourage people from 
making use of more active modes of transport and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

+ 

The policy requires that new developments include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces and 
servicing space consistent with the requirements of the Leicestershire 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG13 
and DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards and standards for servicing provision.  
As highlighted in the supporting text of the policy, all new proposals for car parking development should 
consider design and security implications of the development.  As such the policy may help to reduce the 
potential for local crime and fear of crime and a minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

+ 

The policy requires that new developments include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces and 
servicing space consistent with the requirements of the Leicestershire 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG13 
and DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards and standards for servicing provision.  
As highlighted in the supporting text of the policy all new proposals for car parking development should 
consider the needs of people with disabilities and disabled spaces should be included.  A minor positive effect 
is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy requires that new developments include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces and 
servicing space consistent with the requirements of the Leicestershire 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG13 
and DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards and standards for servicing provision.  
This approach would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as to 
discourage people from making use of more sustainable modes of transport.  This may help to reduce the 
level of travel related pollutants released locally and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy requires that new developments include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces and 
servicing space consistent with the requirements of the Leicestershire 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG13 
and DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standards and standards for servicing provision.  
As such this approach would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as 
to discourage people from making use of more sustainable modes of transport.  This may help to reduce the 
level of greenhouse gases released locally and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy seeks to ensure that there is an adequate provision of car parking spaces and facilities across the 
Borough.  The supporting text of the policy highlights that the correct provision of car parking in terms of 
quantity and quality is imperative to the success of the centres.  As such following the requirements of the 
6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG14 which sets normal maximum vehicular parking standard should help to 
protect and enhance the vitality and viability of local town centres and encourage their economic growth 
which may help to provide employment opportunities locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. + 

The policy requires that new development include an appropriate amount of car parking spaces and servicing 
space consistent with the requirements of the 6Cs Deign Guide Part 3 Section DG13 and DG14 which sets 
normal maximum vehicular parking standards and standards for servicing provision.  As such this approach 
would help to provide a suitable level of parking but not over provide such facilities as to discourage people 
from making use of public modes of transport and more active modes of transport.  This may help to 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 
encourage a local modal shift (which would include more people making use of public transport and active 
modes of transport at local public rights of way) and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

Policy 35 Taxis 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy guides the provision of premises for the control and administration of hackney carriages or private 
hire vehicles.  Such development is to consider the impact on any premises within the vicinity of the site.  
This should help to preserve the residential amenity of houses in the Borough partially in terms of noise 
pollution, increased traffic and pressures on local parking provision.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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assets and their settings. recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy guides the provision of premises for the control and administration of hackney carriages or private 
hire vehicles.  Such development is to consider the proximity of the site to the core of the town.  Taxis will 
play an important role in the Borough in completing journeys made by public transport.  Consideration for 
the proximity of the site to the core of the town may in addition encourage more residents to access such 
facilities by active and public modes of transport.  This approach would therefore help to reduce the release 
of transport related pollutants and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy guides the provision of premises for the control and administration of hackney carriages or private 
hire vehicles.  Such development is to consider the proximity of the site to the core of the town.  Taxis will 
play an important role in the Borough in completing journeys made by public transport.  Consideration for 
the proximity of the site to the core of the town may in addition encourage more residents to access such 
facilities by active and public modes of transport.  This approach would therefore help to reduce the release 
of greenhouse gases and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy guides the provision of premises for the control and administration of hackney carriages or private 
hire vehicles.  Such development is to consider the proximity of the site to the core of the town.  Taxis will 
play an important role in the Borough in completing journeys made by public transport particularly for those 
who do not have a car or people with mobility issues (such as older people and people with disabilities).  
Consideration for the proximity of the site to the core of the town may make such facilities more accessible 
to these specific groups of people and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy guides the provision of premises for the control and administration of hackney carriages or private 
hire vehicles.  Such development is to consider the proximity of the site to the core of the town.  Taxis will 
play an important role in the Borough in completing journeys made by public transport.  Consideration for 
the proximity of the site to the core of the town may in addition encourage more residents to access such 
facilities by active and public modes of transport.  This approach would therefore help to promote a modal 
shift in the Borough and a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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Policy 36 Hot Food Takeaway 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy provides criteria against which the development of premises for hot food takeaway should be 
considered.  The policy requires that this type of development is to have consideration for potential impacts 
on an area’s amenity to include opening hours, the impact of noise, smell and litter, traffic generation, 
parking problems and highway safety.  As such this policy should help to protect the residential amenity of 
homes in the Borough thus helping to maintain an appropriate standard of living.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy provides criteria against which the development of premises for hot food takeaway should be 
considered.  Public health is to be considered when an application for this type of development is submitted.  
As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective.  

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. + 

The policy requires that proposals for hot food takeaways are assessed in terms of cumulative impact.  
Deterioration in the amenity of a given area should be considered where a number of takeaways occur.  This 
may help to prevent anti-social behaviour becoming a problem as part of the night time economy through 
inappropriate groupings and/or overprovision of hotfoot takeaways.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy requires that development for hot food takeaways are considerate of the effects that the 
development may have on a number of different elements.  To be included for consideration is the design 
(including ventilation) of the proposal.  As identified in the supporting text of the policy proposals for this 
type of development will be expected to include details of extraction including its design, given that in many 
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cases, external extraction such as vents and chimneys can have significant detrimental impacts on the 
overall design as well as local character.  As such this approach should help to protect the setting of heritage 
assets (including Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings) in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 

The policy requires that development for hot food takeaways are considerate of the effects that the 
development may have on a number of different elements.  To be included for consideration is the design 
(including ventilation) of the proposal.  As identified in the supporting text of the policy proposals for this 
type of development will be expected to include details of extraction including its design, given that in many 
cases, external extraction such as vents and chimneys can have significant detrimental impacts on the 
overall design as well as local character.  As such, this policy is expected to have minor positive effects on 
this objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy requires that where a number of takeaways occur which presently cause problems in terms of 
unacceptable traffic generation, planning permissions for further development of this type should be refused.  
Given that higher levels of a traffic generation may furtherer aggravate any areas of poor air quality which 
may result due to the release of transport related pollutants such a policy is expected to have a minor 
positive effect on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy requires that where a number of takeaways occur which presently cause problems in terms of 
unacceptable traffic generation planning permissions for further development of this type should be refused.  
As such this approach may help to reduce the potential for unacceptable generation of traffic which might 
contribute to further greenhouse gas emissions locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this 
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SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy requires that proposals for hot food takeaways are assessed against the potential impact they 
may have on the vitality and viability of the shopping frontage which it would be part of.  This consideration 
is to be of particular relevance when a change of use from an existing A1 use is proposed.  As such this 
approach should help to protect the vitality and viability of shopping frontages in the Borough and therefore 
should help to prevent any decline the town centre functions which are offered.  Employment opportunities 
(particularly within the retail sector) will thereby be protected and a minor positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling + 

The policy requires that proposals for hot food takeaways are considerate of a number of criteria.  The 
potential for impact on amenity of the area in which the proposal occurs is to be considered in relation to 
litter.  As such the policy may result in proposals of this type making more appropriate provisions in terms of 
reducing litter generation.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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synergistic effects) 

public rights of way. recorded. 

Policy 37 Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. - 

The policy seeks to protect biodiversity and geodiversity in the Borough.  This is to include minimising loss of 
valued features in the landscape, such as, hedgerows, woodland, trees, ponds and wetland.  Given that 
housing provision in Oadby and Wigston will account for the greatest amount of development over the plan 
period which will require the greatest area of land to facilitate it is expected that this type of development 
will have the greatest potential to adversely impact upon local biodiversity and geodiversity features.  As 
such the policy may mean some residential development may not be acceptable in planning terms and 
therefore a minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy seeks to protect biodiversity and geodiversity in the Borough.  This is to include minimising loss of 
valued features in the landscape, such as, hedgerows, woodland, trees, ponds and wetland.  As these 
habitat areas can double as areas in which resident can pursue recreational activities such as walking while 
avoiding adverse impacts on wildlife it is expected that this policy may have a minor positive effect on this 
SA objective.  

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 
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7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+ 

The policy seeks to protect biodiversity and geodiversity in the Borough.  This is to include minimising loss of 
valued features in the landscape, such as, hedgerows, woodland, trees, ponds and wetland.  The policy also 
gives particular protection to protect trees, specifically those with Tree Preservation Orders with requirement 
for proposals to take account of the Council’s Tree Strategy.  Given that such features may make particular 
contributions to the historic environment and the settings of heritage assets in particular a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

++ 

The policy seeks to protect biodiversity and geodiversity in the Borough.  This is to include minimising loss of 
valued features in the landscape, such as, hedgerows, woodland, trees, ponds and wetland.  Opportunities 
to restore, enhance, create or connect with established natural habitats within new proposals in the Borough 
are to be explored.  The policy also requires that when a development would result in unavoidable loss of 
original habitat, appropriate mitigation, replacement or compensatory work to provide suitable habitats off-
site should take place.  Furthermore the policy protects making use of Tree Preservation Orders and 
requiring development to be in line with the Council’s Tree Strategy.  As such a significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy seeks to protect biodiversity and geodiversity in the Borough.  This is to include minimising loss of 
valued features in the landscape, such as, hedgerows, woodland, trees, ponds and wetland.  Considering 
that these features may make an important contribution to the landscape character of the Borough a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 

The policy requires that within new developments opportunities to restore, enhance and create new habitats 
are explored.  As such this may include the provision of and protection of green infrastructure which would 
allow for the infiltration of surface water and therefore help to reduce local flood risk.  A minor positive effect 
is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 933 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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Policy 38 Climate Change, Flood Risk and Renewable Low Carbon Energy 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy requires that development proposed in areas that would be at risk from flooding should be 
avoided as guided by the Council’s latest Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA).  This approach should 
help protect new residential development being provided which areas of high flood risk as such helping to 
ensure that will provide a higher living standard for residents.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that development proposed in areas that would be at risk from flooding should be 
avoided as guided by the Council’s latest Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA).  This approach should 
help to protect local health and well-being by preventing residents being subject to greater risk of flooding 
than might otherwise have been the case.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy requires that all developments greater than 1 hectare incorporates on-site renewable energy 
generation subject to a number of considerations.  The impact on-site renewable energy development is to 
have on the historic environment should be subject to assessment as per the text of this policy and therefore 
a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. + 

The policy would help to prevent local biodiversity and geodiversity features as well as wildlife in the 
Borough being subjected to a higher risk of flooding.  In addition Flood Risk Assessments are to be required 
for all developments greater than 1 hectare in size and flood mitigation measures required should include 
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suitable habitat creation where appropriate.  The policy also requires that support for renewable or low-
carbon energy schemes is subject to consideration for impact that the development may have on European, 
national and local biodiversity and geological importance.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. ++ 

The policy supports proposals for renewable or low-carbon energy schemes subject to a number of 
considerations.  Proposals of this type are to have regard to the scale and nature of the proposal’s impacts 
on the landscape, particularly in relation to the Borough’s Landscape Character Assessment.  Considering the 
potential for such schemes (for example wind energy) to have adverse impacts on the landscape character 
of the Borough a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. ++ 

The policy directly addressed the requirement for new proposals to have consideration for the level of flood 
risk posed, as detailed in the Council’s latest Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA).  Development at areas 
of risk from flooding should be avoided as per the text of this policy and developments are also to include 
appropriate techniques to manage surface water run-off through the promotion of sustainable drainage 
techniques and positive land management.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. + 

The policy requires that major-scale planning applications are accompanied by a Sustainability/Energy 
Statement demonstrating how harmful emissions will be reduced.  To achieve this aim such schemes are 
expected to promote sustainable means of transport and may thereby help to reduce the number of 
journeys undertaken by private car in the Borough and reduce the release of transport related pollutants.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. + 

The policy requires that development at brownfield sites should be accompanied by a desktop study to 
identify any potential contamination.  As such development at such sites should be prevented from 
complicating any land contamination issues and may result in remediation where required.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. ++ 

The policy states that all development proposals should make use of sustainable resources.  In addition all 
developments greater than 1 hectare are to be required to incorporate on-site renewable energy generation 
where a number of criteria can be satisfied.  As such this approach should directly help to reduce reliance 
upon fossil fuel energy sources in the Borough and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of ++ The policy directly addresses the potential impact new development may have in terms of its contribution to 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 936 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

climate change. climate.  All major-scale planning applications are required to be accompanied by a Sustainability/Energy 
Statement demonstrating how harmful emissions will be reduced.  This approach is to consider the 
development’s impact in terms of energy efficiency, contribution to sustainable transport and integration of 
renewable energy solutions.  Given that all of these issues may potentially contribute to greenhouse gas 
emissions in the Borough a significant positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction ++ 

The policy directly addresses climate change and the use of sustainable resources within new development.  
To address climate change in the Borough new development is expected to incorporate high standards of 
sustainable design and construction.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy requires that major-scale planning applications are accompanied by a Sustainability/Energy 
Statement demonstrating how harmful emissions will be reduced.  To achieve this aim such schemes are 
expected to promote sustainable means of transport.  This is likely to make services and facilities as well as 
employment opportunities more accessible by public transport and other modes of transport which can be 
used by those without a car.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and + The policy requires that major-scale planning applications are accompanied by a Sustainability/Energy 
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public rights of way. Statement demonstrating how harmful emissions will be reduced.  To achieve this aim such schemes are 
expected to promote sustainable means of transport and may thereby help to reduce the number of 
journeys undertaken by private car in the Borough.  As such modal shift may be promoted locally and a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 39 Sustainable Drainage and Surface Water 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. + 

By requiring major-scale development to incorporate appropriate Sustainable Drainage Measures in 
accordance with the latest National Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems and in agreement with the 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for Leicestershire the policy should help to prevent the local population 
being subject to the detrimental impacts of flood risk in terms of health and well-being.  The incorporation of 
Sustainable Drainage Measures may be provided as open space which may double are areas which residents 
use for recreation and being more physically active.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 
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7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

By requiring major-scale development to incorporate appropriate Sustainable Drainage Measures in 
accordance with the latest National Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems and in agreement with the 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for Leicestershire the policy should help to prevent the local historic 
environment being subject to the detrimental impacts of flood risk.  A minor positive effect is therefore 
expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy requires major-scale development to incorporate appropriate Sustainable Drainage Measures in 
accordance with the latest National Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems and in agreement with the 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for Leicestershire.  As such this may result in the provision of green 
infrastructure which in addition to helping to mitigate local flood risk may act as habitat space for local 
wildlife.  Furthermore the policy requires that developments of 1ha or greater are supported by a detailed 
Flood Risk Assessment to include for suitable habitat creation where appropriate.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 

The policy requires major-scale development to incorporate appropriate Sustainable Drainage Measures in 
accordance with the latest National Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems and in agreement with the 
Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for Leicestershire.  As such this may result in the provision of green 
infrastructure which in addition to helping to mitigate local flood risk may act to mitigate any detrimental 
impacts development has on the local landscape character.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on 
this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. ++ 

The policy directly addressed the incorporation of appropriate sustainable drainage techniques and other 
solutions to reduce the risk of flooding from the outset of new developments. Furthermore the policy 
requires that developments of 1ha or greater are supported by a detailed Flood Risk Assessment to include 
for suitable habitat creation where appropriate.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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Policy 40 Culture and Historic Environment Assets 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

- 

The policy seeks to protect designated and non-designated heritage assets in the Borough to preserve and 
enhance its unique cultural identity.  Where adverse impacts on designated heritage assets and their 
settings cannot be avoided development will not be permitted, unless there are substantial public benefits 
which outweigh any harm or loss.  Given that housing provision in Oadby and Wigston will account for the 
greatest amount of development over the plan period which will require the greatest area of land to 
facilitate, it is expected that this type of development will have the greatest potential to adversely impact 
upon local heritage assets.  As such the policy may mean some residential development may not be 
acceptable in planning terms and therefore a minor negative effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. ++ 

The policy seeks to protect designated and non-designated heritage assets in the Borough to preserve and 
enhance its unique cultural identity.  Where adverse impacts on designated heritage assets and their 
settings cannot be avoided development will not be permitted, unless there are substantial public benefits 
which outweigh that harm or loss.  As part of achieving this aim documents which set out and guide 
development in relation to the historic assets in the Borough (such as Leicestershire and Rutland Historic 
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Environment Record, Council’s Conservation Area Supplementary Planning Document and Conservation Area 
Appraisals) are to be taken into account when development proposals are being considered.  A significant 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that development proposals should safeguard and enhance the character and setting of 
areas of acknowledged significance in the Borough.  The Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Historic 
Landscape Characterisation document is to be taken into account when development proposals are being 
considered.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 41 Development in Conservation Areas 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. - 

The policy places controls on the type of development which is considered to be acceptable within a 
Conservation Area.  This must be of an appropriate layout, density, materials, height and mass so that the 
established character of the area is not adversely impacted upon.  As such this approach make mean that 
the requirements to be met may be overly onerous in terms of extensions and other features which may 
make dwellings in Conservation Areas more liveable particularly in relation to younger, growing families.  A 
minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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health and providing access to 
health services. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

++ 

The policy places controls on the type of development which is considered to be acceptable within a 
Conservation Area.  This must be of an appropriate layout, density, materials, height and mass so that the 
established character of the area is not adversely impacted upon.  Restrictions have also been placed upon 
demolition and the installation of new shop frontages and signs within a Conservation Area with the aim of 
protecting the character of Conservation Areas.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. + 

The policy requires that development within a Conservation Area does not spoil inward or outward views and 
would conserve and enhance the character of the area.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this 
SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 42 Green Wedges 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

- 

The policy requires that areas within the boundaries of the two Green Wedges in the Borough are retained as 
open and undeveloped.  As such within these areas, which account for a total of 261ha within the Borough, 
residential development is to be restricted.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. + 

The policy will restrict most forms of development within the Green Wedges in the Borough to retain them as 
open and undeveloped areas.  Areas within the Green Wedges currently contain sports grounds and pitches 
as well as other outdoor training facilities.  Limiting development within these areas will help to protect these 
facilities.  Future development which is to be supported within the Green Wedges by this policy includes 
outdoor leisure, recreation, sporting facilities, footpaths, bridleways and cycle ways all of which may 
supplement provisions which currently may contribute to more active lifestyles and health and well-being 
locally.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy will restrict most forms of development within the Green Wedges in the Borough to retain it as an 
open and undeveloped area.  Outdoor leisure, recreation and sporting facilities are to be permitted within 
these areas in addition to burial grounds which will serve local residents as community facilities.  A minor 
positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy aims to retain the Green Wedges as open and undeveloped areas by restricting most forms of 
development at these locations.  Given that rural character of such areas may contribute to the significance 
of heritage assets and their settings in the Borough, it is expected that protection of the openness and 
undeveloped character if Green Wedges will help to conserve these elements of the local historic 
environment.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

++ 

The policy requires that proposals within the Green Wedges retain and enhance the Borough’s green 
infrastructure network and its biodiversity at these locations.  Given the undeveloped nature of the Green 
Wedges, they provide large areas of habitat space.  The Oadby and Wigston Green Wedge includes a country 
park.  As the policy restricts the type of development which is acceptable within the Green Wedges to that 
which will have minimal impacts on openness (for example sports pitches and agricultural etc. as well as 
horticulture and allotments not accompanied by retail development) it is likely that this approach will help to 
protect important biodiversity features and therefore a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 

The policy requires that proposals within the Green Wedges retain these areas as open and undeveloped.  As 
such development is to be restricted to that which have minimal impacts on openness (for example sports 
pitches and agricultural etc. as well as horticulture and allotments not accompanied by retail development).  
The policy also includes an aim of preventing the merging of settlements.  As such it is expected that the 
policy should help to maintain the rural and undeveloped character of these areas of the Borough.  The 
supporting text of the policy also highlights that development within the Green Wedges should conform to 
the recommendations of the Council’s latest Landscape Character Assessment.  Overall a significant positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

+ 

The policy would help to retain areas of undeveloped and open land within the Green Wedges of the 
Borough.  The retention of underdeveloped areas of land which are capable of allowing for the infiltration of 
surface water locally is expected to help reduce the potential for flooding and therefore a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

+ 
The policy restricts most forms of development within the Green Wedges of the Borough.  As such 
development will prevented from occurring at these greenfield locations and may be directed towards 
brownfield sites in the Borough.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 43 Countryside 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. - 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside development is to be limited to that which is necessary as to 
protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, although the supporting text of the policy identifies that 
land previously designated as countryside adjoining the Leicester PUA will be released to accommodate 
future growth beyond this release, the provision of housing at locations in the countryside is likely to be 
significantly limited.  A minor negative effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. + 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, development is likely to be directed towards the 
more urban locations where health provisions are likely to be the strongest.  In addition, maintaining open 
countryside in the Borough is likely to mean residents are provided with areas in which recreation activities 
(for example walking) can be pursued to the benefit of local health and well-being.  A minor positive effect is 
therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, development is likely to be directed towards the 
more urban locations where the provision of community and leisure uses is likely to be the strongest.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 



 
 SA of the Oadby and Wigston Local Plan: Pre-Submission 949 November 2017 

SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

+ 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  Development permitted in the countryside is specifically not 
to affect archaeological or historic resources of the site or the surrounding areas.  As such, this policy should 
help to protect the significance of heritage assets and their settings in Oadby and Wigston and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

++ 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  The countryside provides much of the habitat space in Oadby 
and Wigston as well as many important biodiversity and geodiversity features which will be protected by this 
approach.  The policy also requires that development which is permitted within the countryside does not 
adversely impact upon the important wildlife, ecological or geological elements of the site or the surrounding 
areas.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  Development that is permitted within the countryside is not to 
have an adverse effect on landscape of the site or the surrounding area.  Development which would have an 
adverse impact on the Countryside is only to be permitted where a justifiable need outweighs any impacts 
and a Landscape Character Assessment has been undertaken to ensure that all detrimental impacts have 
been identified and will be appropriately mitigated.  Given that the policy will directly protect important 
elements of the landscape character in the Borough, a significant positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 
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10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. + 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, only limited amounts of development will be 
permitted within the countryside meaning that areas of greenfield land which are capable of allowing for 
surface water infiltration will be retained in the Borough.  This approach should help to protect Oadby and 
Wigston from any overall significant increase in local flood risk.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, this policy will help to guide much of the 
development required over the plan period to the more urban areas of the Borough where the provision of 
facilities and services as well as public transport links are strongest.  This will reduce the requirement to 
travel by private car in the Borough as such helping to limit the release of transport related pollutants.  A 
minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

+ 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, this policy will help to guide much of the 
development required over the plan period to the more urban areas of the Borough where the provision of 
facilities and services as well as public transport links are strongest.  This will reduce the requirement to 
travel by private car in the Borough as such helping to limit greenhouse gas emissions and Oadby and 
Wigston’s contribution to climate change.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young + The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 

Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
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people, adult learners. to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, development is likely to be directly towards the more 
urban locations where the provision of education facilities uses is likely to be the strongest.  A minor positive 
effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, development is likely to be directed towards the 
more urban locations where the provision of employment opportunities is likely to be the strongest.  Public 
transport connections at these locations are likely to be strong also and therefore may allow residents to 
access employment opportunities further afield.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. + 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, much of the development in the Borough is likely to 
be directed away from greenfield sites in the countryside potentially towards brownfield land where existing 
buildings and infrastructure may be present for re-use.  A minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, this policy will help to guide much of the 
development required over the plan period to the more urban areas of the Borough where the provision of 
facilities and services as well as public transport links and employment opportunities are strongest.  
Residents without a car will therefore have improved access to required facilities and services than if such 
development was provided at locations within the Countryside.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ The policy defines Countryside as the area outside of the Leicester PUA, defined limits to development and 
Green Wedges.  At areas within the countryside, development is to be limited to that which is necessary as 
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to protect its openness and intrinsic qualities.  As such, this policy will help to guide much of the 
development required over the plan period to the more urban areas of the Borough where the provision of 
facilities and services as well as public transport links and employment opportunities are strongest.  Given 
the relatively close proximity of residential development to services and facilities as well as employment 
opportunities, residents may be encouraged to make use of more active modes of transport as well as public 
transport links to a greater extent.  As such a local modal shift may be promoted and therefore a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

Policy 44 Landscape and Character 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that development proposals reflect existing features within the built and natural 
environment of the Borough including open spaces.  Given that these areas might be used for physical 
activity and health and well-being amongst residents and might be protected by this policy a minor positive 
effect is expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 
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SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 
synergistic effects) 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

++ 

The policy requires that development proposals reflect the existing quality and character as well as features 
within the built and natural environment of the Borough including settlement patterns and important views.  
The policy also highlights that Landscape Character Assessments, Conservation Area Appraisals, 
Management Plans, Development Briefs and Supplementary Planning Documents should be made use of to 
manage and mitigate the impacts of the proposed development in relation to landscape and character.  As 
such, the policy should help to conserve heritage assets in the Borough and well as the significance of their 
settings in particular.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. + 

Although the policy seeks mainly to protect the character of the Borough as well as the landscape features 
within it, it also provides protection to natural habitats which act as features as part of the prevailing quality 
and character of Oadby and Wigston.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

++ 

The policy seeks to directly protect the landscape character of Oadby and Wigston.  The primary aim of the 
policy is to ensure that all development proposals within the Borough protect and enhance the distinctive 
landscapes in the Borough.  Developments are to, where possible, retain and/or enhance the surrounding 
quality of the local landscape as identified in the Borough’s Landscape Character Assessment.  New 
development in ‘gateway’ locations is required to demonstrate that it will not have a detrimental impact 
upon the Borough’s overall character.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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Policy 45 Local Green Space 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. 0 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  In addition this type of designation should 
complement investment in the provision of new homes.  As such any local designation of this type should 
not significantly restrict the delivery of new homes and therefore a negligible effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  As such the policy may result in the 
protection of open spaces which may be used for improved local health and well-being however any scope 
for this type of designation is likely to be limited.  As such a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. 

+ 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Areas appropriate for designation include 
those which are important to local communities in terms of recreational value (including as a playing field).  
As such this policy may provide protection to a limited number of locally important recreation and leisure 
facilities and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 
particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

++ 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Such spaces should be close to the 
community which it serves and provide a special function for the community in question.  As such the policy 
empowers local communities to identify green spaces to be protected which perform an important function 
for them.  A significant positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 

++ 
The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Such areas are to be of particular importance 
to local communities.  As such the policy may result in the protection of open spaces which have been 
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synergistic effects) 
identified by local communities as playing an important role in terms of cross community activities and 
informal interactions to the benefit of local community cohesion.  As such a significant positive effect is 
expected on this SA objective. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. + 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Such areas may be identified as being of 
importance in terms of local character and therefore such a designation may help to protect the setting of 
local heritage assets.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 

+ 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Such areas may be identified as being of 
importance in terms of richness of wildlife and therefore such a designation may help to protect local habitat 
space and biodiversity sites.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

+ 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Green areas and open spaces may help to 
protect and enhance the landscape character of the Borough particularly as development is undertaken to 
facilitate local growth.  This policy would allow for the designation of a limited number of such areas which 
relate specifically to a given community and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA 
objective. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. + 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  Green areas and open spaces allow for the 
infiltration of surface water and reduction of flood risk in the Borough.  This policy would allow for the 
designation of a limited number of such areas which relate specifically to a given community and therefore a 
minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 0 

The policy protects designated Local Green Spaces from development and allows for their assessment in line 
with national planning policy.  National planning policy has highlighted that most green areas or open spaces 
will not be appropriate for designation as Local Green Spaces.  As such the policy is not expected to have a 
significant impact on raising the overall attractiveness of the Borough in terms of encouraging local 
investment or encouraging people to local and work locally.  A negligible effect is therefore expected on this 
SA objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 
recycling 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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in each settlement. 
22) To encourage and develop the 

use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

Policy 46 Infrastructure and Developer Contributions 
SA Objectives SA Score Commentary/Explanation (to include secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects) 
1) To ensure the provision of 

decent and affordable housing 
that meets local needs and links 
into the provision of services. + 

The policy requires that new development proposals consider the cumulative and isolated impact on 
infrastructure.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth and should be fairly and reasonably related to the development.  This is to include the 
potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be situated outside of the Borough.  As such 
the potential for adverse impacts on viability and thus slowing of provision of residential development in the 
Borough will be minimised.  The policy will help to ensure links from housing development to essential 
services are provided and therefore a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

2) To improve health and reduce 
health inequality by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing access to 
health services. 

+ 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include social infrastructure such as 
local GP services and hospitals.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

3) To provide better opportunities 
for people to access community 
and leisure facilities. + 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include social infrastructure such as 
community and leisure facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

4) To improve community safety, 
and reduce crime, anti-social 
behaviour and the fear of crime. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

5) To promote and support the 
empowerment of local 
communities in creating and 
implementing solutions that 
meet their needs focusing 

0 

The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 
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particularly on young, elderly 
and deprived people. 

6) To promote racial harmony and 
create cohesive communities. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

7) Conserve and enhance the 
historic environment, heritage 
assets and their settings. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

8) Protect and enhance biodiversity 
and geodiversity. 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 

recorded. 

9) Protect and enhance the 
character and quality of the 
landscape. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

10) To manage prudently water 
resources, improve water quality 
and reduce vulnerability to 
flooding. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

11) To improve air quality 
particularly through reducing 
transport related pollutants. 

+ 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include public transport 
improvements such as bus stops and cycle paths which may help to reduce the need to travel by private car 
in Oadby and Wigston.  Given that this approach may help to reduce the release of transport related 
pollutants a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

12) To manage prudently mineral 
resources and avoid / reduce 
pollution of land. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

13) To minimise energy use and 
develop renewable energy 
resources. 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

14) To reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to mitigate the rate of 
climate change. + 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include public transport 
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improvements such as bus stops and cycle paths which may help to reduce the need to travel by private car 
in Oadby and Wigston.  Given that this approach may help to reduce the release of greenhouse gases locally 
a minor positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 

15) To involve people in preventing 
and minimising adverse local, 
regional and global 
environmental impacts. 

+ 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  This approach will prevent local infrastructure from becoming 
overburdened meaning people will be encouraged to live and work and in the Borough.  Maintaining a 
strategic transport network which is relatively free from congestion may promote the Borough as an area for 
investment and may allow for economic growth.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

16) To improve access to education 
and training for children, young 
people, adult learners. + 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include social infrastructure such 
schools and other education facilities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA objective. 

17) To develop a strong culture of 
enterprise and innovation whilst 
providing access to appropriate 
employment opportunities for 
the local population. + 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This requirement is likely to include for the maintenance and required improvements to 
local transport infrastructure so that local economic growth can occur.  It would also consider the potential 
cross boundary impacts of developments which may be situated outside of the Borough.  The provision of 
developer contributions to allow for public transport improvements in the Borough is also expected to 
improve the access for residents to employment opportunities.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected 
on this SA objective. 

18) To optimise the use of 
previously developed land, 
buildings and existing 
infrastructure. 

0 
The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

19) To promote and ensure high 
standards of sustainable design 
and construction 

0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
recorded. 

20) Reduce waste generation and 
increase levels of reuse and 0 The policy is not expected to have a direct effect on this SA objective.  A negligible effect has therefore been 
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recycling recorded. 

21) To improve access to services 
for those without a car, disabled 
people, elderly people, ethnic 
minorities and deprived people 
by providing for everyday needs 
in each settlement. 

+ 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.   This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include public transport 
improvements such as bus stops and cycle paths which are likely to make services and facilities in the 
Borough more accessible to people without a car.  A minor positive effect is therefore expected on this SA 
objective. 

22) To encourage and develop the 
use of public transport and 
public rights of way. 

+ 

The policy requires that at new development proposals the cumulative and isolated impact on infrastructure 
will be considered.  Developer contributions will be sought to deliver the infrastructure required to facilitate 
sustainable growth.  This is to include the potential cross boundary impacts of developments which may be 
situated outside of the Borough.  The infrastructure required is likely to include public transport 
improvements such as bus stops and cycle paths which may help to reduce the need to travel by private car 
in Oadby and Wigston.  Given that this approach may help to promote a modal shift in the Borough a minor 
positive effect is expected on this SA objective. 
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