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Residential Development Supplementary Planning Document 
 
 

Sustainability Appraisal Report 
 
 
 

1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This report provides a summary of the Sustainability Appraisal process that has 

been undertaken to support the production of a Supplementary Planning 
Document relating to Residential Development. 

 
 
2 What is Sustainability Appraisal? 
 
2.1 Sustainability Appraisal is a process through which the sustainability of a plan 

under preparation is assessed. The Planning and Compulsory Act (2004) 
requires local planning authorities to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal of their 
LDF process. This is to compel local planning authorities to work towards 
achieving sustainable development thus enabling residents to satisfy their basic 
needs and enjoy a better quality of life without compromising quality of life for 
future generations. Sustainability Appraisal addresses social and economic 
issues but also takes into consideration environmental issues. 

 
2.2 Under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 

(2004) it is a requirement that plans (setting a framework for future development 
consent and likely to have significant environmental effects) are subject to 
environmental assessment.  Local planning authorities are required to carry out 
an environmental assessment of their LDF under these regulations. 

 
 
3 Scoping Report 
 
3.1 Oadby and Wigston Borough Council commissioned White Young Green to carry 

out a Scoping Report in April and May 2005. This identifies the baseline 
information and Sustainability Appraisal objectives and will underpin the Local 
Development Framework. The methodology for preparing the Scoping Report is 
set out in the document and is available on request. 

 
3.2 Key stakeholders played an active part in the preparation of the Scoping Report 

and a Scoping workshop was held to seek the involvement of stakeholders.  
 
3.3 The Scoping Report was completed in June 2005 and it is anticipated that formal 

consultation on this document will be undertaken during late Summer 2005. 
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4 Background 
 
4.1 The key objective in undertaking Sustainability Appraisal is to ensure that any 

significant effects arising from adoption of the SPD are (at least in principle) 
acceptable to the Borough Council and other stakeholders. Undertaking 
Sustainability Appraisal allows for the social, economic and environmental 
acceptability of the strategic options to be determined and thus taken into 
account in the decision making process. 

 
4.2 The overall objective of the Residential Development SPD is to assist in the 

implementation of Housing Proposal 17 and Landscape Proposal 1 of the 
adopted Oadby and Wigston Local Plan. The objectives of these policies and 
therefore the objectives of the SPD are: 

 
• For residential development to be subordinate to the main building and of 

harmonious design, form and materials; 
• That residential development does not have an unacceptably adverse 

effect on the visual amenities of the area; 
• That the development does not have an unduly detrimental effect on the 

amenities of neighbouring residents; 
• That the development does not result in an unacceptable reduction in 

open space around the dwelling. 
• That existing landscape features, such as walls, hedges and trees, will 

be retained and additional well designed landscaping and open space 
that is well related in scale and location to the proposed development will 
be provided in the layout of larger developments; 

• That the building design, scale, form and materials will contribute 
positively to the overall quality of the environment and be carefully related 
to existing and proposed development; 

• That the layout, design and landscaping features will discourage crime; 
• That residential development will not harm the amenities of occupiers of 

adjacent properties or cause a juxtaposition of incompatible uses; and   
• That residential development will not prejudice the development of 

adjoining land 
 
4.3 In particular, the Residential Development SPD provides guidance on the issues 

that development control officers will take into account in determining planning 
applications. These include: 

• Housing Design and Overall Appearance 
• Loft Conversions and Dormer Windows 
• Residential Amenity 
• Joint Extensions 
• Wedge Shaped Extensions 
• Continuous Development on Site Boundaries 

 
4.4 By undertaking the Sustainability Appraisal of this SPD using the draft guidance 

in the consultation document ’Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial 
Strategies and Local Development Frameworks, ODPM, September 2004, the 
Borough Council has complied with the SEA directive and regulations. 
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5 Sustainability Objectives, Baseline and Context 
 
 

Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
5.1 The following strategies, plans and programmes are considered relevant to the 

Residential Development SPD: 
 

National Level 
• Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development 
• Planning Policy Guidance Note 3: Housing 
 
Regional Level 
• Regional Spatial Strategy for the East Midlands (RSS8) 
• East Midlands Integrated Regional Strategy 
• Sustainable Energy in the East Midlands 
 
County Level 
• Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland Structure Plan 
 
Local Level 
• Oadby and Wigston Local Plan 

 
5.2 Further information on the content and relevance of these documents is 

contained in the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report and is available upon 
request. 

 
 

Baseline Information 
 
5.3 A wide range of baseline information was taken into account when preparing the 

Scoping Report. However, due to the technical nature of the SPD none of the 
baseline information is relevant in this instance. 

 
 

Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 
 
5.4 An analysis of the relevant plans and programmes and the baseline data has led 

to the development of 22 Sustainability Appraisal Objectives. Of these five have 
some relevance to the SPD as outlined in the table 1. For each objective table 1 
also indicates the effect that the SPD will have in terms of economic, social and 
environmental factors. 
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Table 1: Relevance and effects of the SPD to the Sustainability Appraisal 
Objectives 
 

Sustainability 
Appraisal Objective 

Relevance to SPD Economic 
Effects 
 

Social Effects 
 

Environmental 
Effects 
 

To ensure the 
provision of decent 
and affordable housing 
that meets local needs 
and links into the 
provision of services. 

The residential 
development SPD 
will assist in the 
provision of decent 
housing by allowing  
people to live in 
larger homes 
without having to 
afford a new house 

Extending 
houses allows 
people to 
increase the 
value of their 
property and 
therefore 
results in 
higher house 
prices  

Extending 
houses allows 
people to 
extend the size 
of their families 

None 

To improve health and 
reduce health 
inequalities by 
promoting healthy 
lifestyles, protecting 
health and providing 
access to health 
services. 

The residential 
development SPD 
will assist in  
reducing  
overcrowding and 
therefore reducing 
health inequalities 

None 

Extending 
houses 
reduces 
overcrowding 
and therefore 
reduces health 
inequalities  

None 

To optimise the use of 
previously developed 
land, buildings and 
existing infrastructure. 

The residential 
development SPD 
will assist in 
optimising the use 
of land 

Extending 
houses allows 
people to 
increase the 
value of their 
property and 
therefore 
results in 
higher house 
prices 

None 
 
 

Extending 
houses allows 
people to 
increase the size 
of their family and 
stay in their 
house without 
have to move to 
a new house 

To promote and 
ensure high standards 
of sustainable design 
and construction. 

The residential 
development SPD 
will ensure high 
standards of 
sustainable design 
and construction 

The use of 
good design 
when extending 
houses helps to 
achieve 
sustainable 
design 

None 

Sustainable 
design allows the 
development to 
be inkeeping and 
to reduce its 
impact upon the 
environment 

To improve community 
safety, reduce anti 
social behaviour and 
the fear of crime. 

The residential 
development SPD 
will ensure issues 
of crime are taken 
into account in new 
development. 

Will allow 
people to go 
about their 
daily business 
in safety 

People will feel 
safer in the 
Borough 

A more pleasant 
and safer 
environment 
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6 Assessing the Compatibility of the Residential Development SPD 
 
6.1 Table 2 assesses the compatibility of the objectives of the Residential 

Development SPD with the Sustainability Appraisal objectives. 
 
Table 2: Compatibility Matrix 
 
 Sustainability Appraisal Objectives 

 To improve 
community 
safety, reduce 
anti social 
behaviour 
and the fear 
of crime. 

To ensure the 
provision of 
decent and 
affordable 
housing that 
meets local 
needs and 
links into the 
provision of 
services. 

To improve 
health and 
reduce health 
inequalities by 
promoting 
healthy lifestyles, 
protecting health 
and providing 
access to health 
services. 

To optimise 
the use of 
previously 
developed 
land, buildings 
and existing 
infrastructure. 

To promote 
and ensure 
high 
standards of 
sustainable 
design and 
construction. 

For residential 
development to 
be subordinate to 
the main building 
and of 
harmonious 
design, form and 
materials; 

� � - � � 

That residential 
development 
does not have an 
unacceptably 
adverse effect on 
the visual 
amenities of the 
area; 

- � - - �� 

That the 
development 
does not have an 
unduly 
detrimental effect 
on the amenities 
of neighbouring 
residents; 

� � � - � 

That the 
development 
does not result in 
an unacceptable 
reduction in open 
space around the 
dwelling. 

� � � � � 

S
P

D
 O

bj
ec

tiv
es

 

That existing 
landscape 
features, such as 
walls, hedges 
and trees, will 
be retained and 
additional well 
designed 
landscaping and 
open space that 
is well related in 

� � � � � 
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scale and 
location to the 
proposed 
development will 
be provided in 
the layout of 
larger 
developments; 
That the building 
design, scale, 
form and 
materials will 
contribute 
positively to the 
overall quality of 
the environment 
and be carefully 
related to 
existing and 
proposed 
development; 

� � - - � 

That the layout, 
design and 
landscaping 
features will 
discourage 
crime; 

�� � � - � 

That residential 
development will 
not harm the 
amenities of 
occupiers of 
adjacent 
properties or 
cause a 
juxtaposition of 
incompatible 
uses; and   

� � � - - 

 

That residential 
development will 
not prejudice the 
development of 
adjoining land 

- � - - � 
 Comments The SPD 

objectives 
contribute 
towards a 

safer Borough 

The SPD 
objectives 
contribute 

towards the 
provision of a 
decent home 

The SPD 
objectives help to 

prevent stress 
and neighbour 

disputes, create 
open space and 

reduce crime 

The SPD 
objectives may 
lead to the loss 
of open space 

or 
cumulatively, 

an 
inappropriate 

scale of 
development 

The SPD 
objectives 

take design 
into account 

in its 
broadest 
sense. 

 
Key 
 
�� Highly Compatible 
� Compatible 
- Neutral 
� Incompatible 
�� Highly Incompatible (significant environmental effect) 
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6.2 In general, the table shows that the majority of objectives are either compatible or 

neutral (i.e. they do not have a positive or negative effect). The matrix shows that 
the SPD is least compatible with the Sustainability Appraisal objective to optimise 
the use of previously developed land, buildings and existing infrastructure. This is 
because the SPD aims to control the scale of the development so that 
overdevelopment of individual plots does not take place and that extensions to 
properties are inkeeping with local character. Since this approach ensure 
compatibility with other Sustainability Appraisal objective the fact that there is 
some incompatibility should be viewed as a positive, rather than a negative issue. 

 
6.3 In summary, the compatibility matrix shows that the Residential Development 

SPD contributes positively to the sustainability of the Borough. 
 
 
7 Mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects 
 
7.1 The compatibility matrix indicates that there are no significant environmental 

effects that are likely to occur as a result of implementing this SPD. Application of 
the SPD will through the development control process will ensure that beneficial 
effects are maximised. 

 
 
8 Developing Proposals for Monitoring 
 
8.1 The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report establishes indicators that will be 

used to monitor the Sustainability Appraisal objectives that relate to this particular 
SPD and the direction in which the target should be moving (table 3). It should be 
noted that the SPD is of a technical nature whilst the indicators are more 
strategic. In addition, since no significant environmental effects have been 
identified through the Sustainability Appraisal process it is not intended to put any 
specific monitoring mechanisms in place for the Residential Development SPD. 
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Table 3: Objectives, targets and indicators 
 

Sustainability 
Appraisal  
Objective 

Indicator Indicator Source Target Target 
Source 

Homelessness: 
households in priority 

need 
? Reduce ODPM 

Number of homes 
classified as unfit to live 

in 
www.audit-commission.gov.uk Reduce DEFRA 

1. To ensure the 
provision of decent 

and affordable 
housing that meets 

local needs and 
links into the 
provision of 

services. 
% of new homes that 

are affordable ? Increase   

% of people who 
regularly take 30 

minutes exercise more 
than three times a week 

Sport England Increase   

Mortality due to 
circulation disease per 
100000 population of 

those under 75 

www.fti.neighbourhood.gov.uk Reduce  NHS 

2. To improve 
health and reduce 
health inequalities 

by promoting 
healthy lifestyles, 
protecting health 

and providing 
access to health 

services. 
Mortality due to cancer 
per 100000 population 

of those under 75 
www.fti.neighbourhood.gov.uk Reduce NHS 

% of houses built on 
previously developed 

land 
www.audit-commission.gov.uk 60% RSS 

% of land area that is 
derelict www.defra.gov.uk Reduce   

18. To optimise the 
use of previously 
developed land, 

buildings and 
existing 

infrastructure. % of new houses built 
on greenfield land ? Reduce   

Number of new 
buildings achieving 

more than a BREEAM 
Very Good rating 

? Increase   

Amount of construction 
waste arisings per 

annum 
? Reduce   19. To promote and 

ensure high 
standards of 

sustainable design 
and construction. 

Energy efficiency of 
households www.audit-commission.gov.uk 

30% 
increase 
by 2011 

when 
compared 
to 1996 
levels 

Home 
Energy 

Conservati
on Act 

 


